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Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

Nuneaton People Queue For Houses
“Absolutely Distressing Cases,” Says Mayor
Nuneaton’s latest and longest queue is for homes. Since 
publication in last week’s “Observer” of the Mayor’s 
statement that  it was hoped to have many temporary 
bungalows completed in 12 weeks’ time, hundreds of 
home-seekers have been flocking to the Council House 
to make their claims.

The result has been, on occasions, a long queue along 
the vestibule of the Council House.

The points scheme, under which houses will be allocated 
to applicants on the most equitable basis, has been 
approved by the Borough Housing Committee, and a 
fresh form has to be filled up by applicants so that they 
can be listed in order of merit under the scheme.

The people who have rushed to the Council House to 
press their claims have found that they have to fill up the 
new form.

As soon as people realised that houses were likely to be 
soon available they were quickly on track again,” the 
Mayor, Councillor C. J. S. Dickens, told an “Observer” 
reporter.

“There are some absolutely distressing cases in 
Nuneaton. The need is appalling. The Town Clerk’s Dept., 
under Mr. Harrison, has put in a tremendous amount 
of work in connection with the re-housing scheme. 
It is perfectly true that, as far as the Corporation is 
concerned, we are all ready to do our part. The rest is 
entirely up to the Ministry concerned.”

Hednesford and Moor Green Elected to Birmingham 
Combination
The annual meeting of the Birmingham Combination 
Football League was held at the Crown Hotel, Corporation 
Street, Birmingham and there was a large attendance of club 
representatives.

In view of the Central League’s decision to restart next 
season, Aston Villa and West Bromwich Albion intimated that 
they would be unable to continue, but when they were in a 
position to do so they were prepared to come into line with 
their third teams.

New clubs applying for membership were: Bermid Sports 

(Smethwick), Hadley Castle (Wellington), Hednesford Town, 
Kettering, Moor Green, Walsall Wood and Worcester City.

On a ballot being taken Hednesford and Moor Green were 
elected to fill vacancies caused by the dropping out of Aston 
Villa and West Bromwich Albion.

Hinckley United informed the meeting of the difficulties they 
were experiencing in regard to a ground, but stated they were 
contacting Barwell United for the use of their ground. The 
club was given seven days in which to notify the League as to 
whether they had been successful or not in their ground quest.

Should they not be successful, Worcester City, who came next 
in voting for the vacancies, will take their place.

There was a long discussion on the question of professional 
players’ wages, and it was agreed to insert a rule in the 
League rules that the maximum wage be £2 per match.

On the question of charges of admission to grounds, the 
meeting agreed that there should be a minimum ground 
charge of 1s., with a reduced figure for ladies and boys.

Hinckley’s Difficulties
All efforts to obtain a suitable ground having failed, 
Hinckley United FC will not participate in the 
Birmingham Combination next season, but will maintain 
their membership ready to commence operations twelve 
months hence.

It is believed that Worcester City will take their place.

Borough FC Appoint Player-Manager
Northampton Town Half-Back

Arthur Harris, the Northampton 
Town and former Southend United 
right-half back, has been appointed 
player-manager of Nuneaton Borough 
FC, and will be solely responsible 
for building up the playing strength 
of the club for their return to the 
Birmingham Combination next 
season.

Harrris, who is already in negotiation with several well-known 
English League players whom he hopes to sign within the 
course of the next few days, is no stranger to Manor Park.
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He was a regular member of the Borough’s last Birmingham 
Combination side, and played for the Borough in the 
final game last season – in the replayed cup-tie against 
Haunchwood Institute. Borough FC directors got him to sign 
on the dotted line in face of competition from Northampton 
Town and Coventry City, who were both anxious to obtain his 
services for next season.

His Career
A native of Longford and now residing at Bedworth, Harris, 
after playing in local schoolboy football, joined the Exhall 
Colliery side in the C and NW League, and in 1935 signed 
professional forms for Southend United.

He remained with the seaside club until the outbreak of war, 
and was captain of the side. He played for the Borough in its 
last season in the Birmingham Combination as a guest player, 
but the next season went to Northampton Town, which club 
he has assisted for the past five seasons with great success.

The directors feel they have done a good stroke of business 
in securing the services of Harris as player-manager, and are 
confident in his ability to get a really strong side together.

Coley and Stepens
The club had also held out strong hopes that both Coley and 
Stepens, his Northampton Town half-back colleagues, would 
sign, but recently they have become redundant at their place 
of employment and may have to rejoin the Royal Air Force, 
from which they were released for essential war work. Both 
have now left the town.

R. Mason Report
Incidentally, the report that Richard Mason, the Haunchwood 
Institute centre-half back, has signed for Atherstone Town, 
is contradicted by the Borough FC secretary, Mr Ron Talbot, 
who states that Mason signed Birmingham Combination 
forms for the Borough some time ago. 

Mason is an outstanding local player and had a big hand in 
Haunchwood’s success in winning the championship of the 
Nuneaton Combination during the past two seasons.

Northampton Town Forwards For Borough
It is the policy of Arthur Harris, Nuneaton Borough FC 
player-manager, not to indulge in wholesale signings, 
but to concentrate on filling the key positions in the 
Birmingham Combination side with men personally 
known to him.

In furtherance of that policy, he announces having 
signed on professional forms two inside men – L. A. 
Bolan, formerly of Tottenham Hotspur and Southend 
United, and F. C. Gardner. Both were with Harris at 
Northampton Town last season, so that he is well aware 
of their capabilities.

Much Sought-After Irish Goalkeeper Obtained
In the face of keen competition from English League 
clubs, Arthur Harris, the Borough player-manager, has 
signed a young six-foot goalkeeper whom he thinks 
should hit the high-spots.

He is Patrick Gildea, a 20-year-old Irish lad, who played in 
several games for Liverpool last season.

Another new signing is Norman Greenaway, an inside-
forward or half-back, who made twenty appearances in 
the Northampton Town team last season.

Harris has also snapped up two of Baginton AWA’s men – 
W. Beanfoy, a left half-back, and Dennis (Jerry) Hayfield, 
an inside-forward.

Other players he has signed include R. J. Warner, a centre-
half back from Coventry City A and Farndon, a goalkeeper, 
who has had trials with West Bromwich Albion. The 
capture of Bolan and Gardner, the Northampton Town 
inside-forwards was announced last week.

Of the local players, Harris expects much from David 
Lapworth, the outside-left, for whom he has obtained a 
good inside man; and Dickie Mason, the Haunchwood 
Institute player.

FA Cup Draw: Borough Away To Hednesford
Nuneaton Borough have been drawn away to 
Hednesford Town in the FA Cup on September 22.

The winners meet Worcester City or Birmingham 
Transport at home in the next round.

Borough Secretary Resigns
After occupying the position for the past two years, Mr 
Ron Talbot has resigned from the secretaryship of the 
Nuneaton Borough FC.

He was asked by the Board of Directors to reconsider 
his decision, but did not see his way clear to do so, 
and the Directors had no alternative but to accept his 
resignation. It is understood that Mr A. V. Barnett, of 
Cranville, Highfield Road, has been asked to accept the 
position and has agreed to do so.

Borough’s First Practice Match: August 11th 1945
Two players who took the eye most in Borough’s first practice 
match at Manor Park on Saturday, were Watson, the Newport 
County goalkeeper, and Dickie, outside-right, of Port Vale.

The former showed splendid form in goal, his clever 
anticipation being one of the features of the game. Dickie 
and young Morrow, of last season’s Boys’ team, played 
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delightfully together and interchanged positions to the great 
consternation of the opposing defence. Dickie, too, proved 
his ability as a marksman.

Laurie, a centre-half from Baginton, and Hayfield, an inside-
forward from the same club, were often in the picture, but 
Murray, their club mate, at centre-forward, was closely 
watched, and had few chances to demonstrate his goal-
scoring abilities. Beard, last season’t full-back, did some 
excellent spoiling work when he turned out in the second half 
and kept Lapworth in check.

Useful form was displayed by several other players, and on 
the whole it was a most satisfactory trial despite the absence 
of the better-known players who will turn out in the final 
practice match next Saturday.

Second Practice Match: August 18th 1945
One thing is certain, and that is that the team is going to be 
strong in defence. About that there need be no qualms. But the 
position with regard to the attack is not quite so good. Bolan, 
Gardner and Greenaway are still to present themselves at 
Manor Park. Gardner turned out in Coventry City’s trial game; 
and Greenaway will not be available until the end of the cricket 
season. The presence of Bolan alone should make the attack a 
much more virile force than in this game. 

Two inside men in the probable team forward line – Manship 
and Hayfield – are extremely useful players. Indeed the 
former provided one of the surprises of the game by scoring 
four excellent goals – one for the Reds in the first-half and 
three for the Blues after half-time.

The big headache is going to be in regard to the goalkeeper. 
Watson, Gildea and Thacker are all good enough for any 
side. Which one of the three will be chosen? Beard seems a 
certainty for the right full-back berth, with Parker a probable 
candidate for the left-back position.

The half-back line chooses itself. Harris, Laurie and Mason. 
The player-manager has done a good stroke of business in 
getting Laurie on pro forms. He’s a grand pivot.

If both Dickie and Gordon Roberts are available for next 
Saturday, which of the two will be on the extreme right 
wing? There is headache number two. So far Murray has 
been disappointing, and has yet to produce the form which 
in past seasons has got him so many goals. He could make 
nothing of Laurie and did very little better against Warner. 
Lapworth, too, has not yet shown his best form. However, 
we must reserve final judgment until after tomorrow’s 
opening game.

Stafford Rangers Resign From League
After unsuccessful efforts had been made to fix up matches 
with Aston Villa, Leicester City and Kettering Town, following 
Stafford Rangers’ withdrawal from the League, Borough FC 
have arranged for Morris Motors of the C and NW League to 
visit Manor Park.

1945-46

 Nuneaton Borough v Morris Motors 25-08-1945 
Nuneaton (pre-selected team): Watson; Beard and Parker; Harris, Laurie 
and Mason; Roberts, Bolan, Paul, Manship and Kirkaldie.

Borough welcomed Morris Motors to Manor Park for a 
friendly, brought about by Stafford Rangers resignation from 
the Birmingham Combination.

It was not until the second half that Borough really got into 
their swing, and opponents who, hitherto, had fought back 
stubbornly, were outplayed for long periods. As the game 
progressed the score against them mounted up and ended 
with a Lapworth hat-trick.

Morris were a very useful side and took an early lead. Their 
fast-moving forwards, especially winger Morton, gave the 
Borough defence plenty of trouble. Borough’s halves were 
always equal to them, but the full-backs, Beard and Watson 
did not support them and often placed the defence at a 
disadvantage. Apart from this the Borough team looked 
workmanlike, and at times highly competent.

The forwards, after taking some little time to get together 
produced sparkling football with the experience of Bolan, the 
brains behind most of their moves. His clever footwork was 
a feature and his brilliant opening goal was the highlight of 
the match. Selling the dummy to an opponent 30 yards out, 
Bolan crashed home an unstoppable shot.

All the forwards did well, with Ray Paul a dashing – and more 
polished – leader. Evidently Billy Walker has polished some 
of his rough edges. His greatly improved heading of the ball 
was particularly noticeable. Kirkaldie put in some lively work 
on the right wing, while it is certain that on his form in this 
game, Lapworth cannot be left out on the opposite flank. He 
scored a hat-trick and struck up a very happy partnership 
with Manship, ably supported by Mason.

Talking of the latter, it could be that Mason is going to prove 
one of the big successes of the team, for he is nothing if not 
a grand club player. He, Laurie and Harris formed a strong 
middle line. 

Lapworth (3), Paul (2), Bolan and Manship scored the 
Borough goals, while Moreton got the visitors only goal.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 01-09-1945 
Dudley: Stanley; Marsh and Martin; Cooper, Franklin and Parkes; Addis, 
Williams, Barratt, Wagstaff, Weston.
Borough: Watson; Laurie and Baldwin; Bolan, Mason and Harris; 
Kirkaldie, Paul, Murray, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town for  Birmingham 
Combination match. The home side were 8-3 winners on the 
opening day of the season at Bromsgrove Rovers.

Borough made a slow start and due to indifferent defensive 
marking and hesitancy on the part of Watson to leave his goal 
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after an opposing forward had broken clean through, allowed 
Dudley to score two simple goals. Fortunately Borough did 
not allow these costly mistakes to rattle them and each time 
quickly drew level. They then went ahead and from that point 
the result was never in doubt.

Dudley went ahead through Wagstaff, but Lapworth equalised 
shortly afterwards. A neat attack saw the ball cross the 
goalmouth and the winger shot hard and true into the bottom 
of the net. His other two came just at the right moment, for 
although they were leading 3-2 at half time, Borough had to 
face a fairly strong wind after the break. Inside ten minutes of 
the second half Lapworth had made the score 4-2 with one of 
his inswinging corners. It looked as though the ball had crossed 
the line from his corner kick, but just to make sure Murray put 
both keeper and ball into the net.

Lapworth’s final goal and his side’s fifth, was typical 
opportunism. During a lively Dudley attack, the ball was 
banged hard up the right wing with only three players, Dudley’s 
goalkeeper, a full-back and Lapworth in that half of the field. 
Stanley immediately came running out of goal. Sensing a 
chance, Lapworth tore right across the field to the opposite 
wing and after a tussle, got the ball. Leaving the keeper 
stranded, the winger made off for goal and safely planted the 
ball into the net. The full-back punched the ball in a desperate 
attempt to stop it, but it was already over the line.

Both of Manship’s goals were neat efforts. One was from a 
beautiful centre from Kirkaldie, which he placed into the 
net with his head, and the other followed a clever dribble by 
Bolan who put the ball at his feet close in.

All Dudley’s goals were from breakaways. When Wagstaff 
scored twice in the first half, he was sent away with long, 
down-the-middle passes which caught the defence napping. 
Each time Watson started to leave his goal, stopped half-way 
and was easily beaten. Their other, late in the game, saw a 
long, dropping centre go to Barratt who, unmarked, slipped 
the ball into the net.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 08-09-1945 
Borough: Thacker; Smith and Baldwin; Harris, Laurie and Mason; 
Kirkaldie, Bolan, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.
Wolves: Caddick; Batchelor and Mitchell; Shorthose, Walker and 
Grainger; Read, Robbins, Dyke, Wilshaw and Green.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

For sheer thrills this match would take some beating. It 
pulsated with exciting incidents and kept the big crowd 
roaring from start to finish. This was especially so in the last 
15 minutes when Borough kept their supporters yelling as 
they strove desperately to overcome the bad luck that had 
dogged them throughout and to obtain a winning goal. That 
goal was denied them for until the last kick of the match, 
fortune smiled on the young Wolves. With only a few minutes 
left to play Paul outwitted the opposing defenders and from 

an acute angle steered his shot well out of Caddick’s reach, 
only to see the ball strike the foot of the post and somehow 
go behind and out of danger. In the next minute Kirkaldie 
missed from almost underneath the bar.

Territorially, Borough had an overwhelming share of the 
exchanges and there were long periods when they swarmed 
round the visitors’ goal; but where the Wolves had the beating 
of the Borough was in their ability to turn even the remotest 
of chances into goals. They were adept at this, for whereas 
they didn’t have more than half-a-dozen scoring opportunities 
throughout, the Borough had three times that number.

It was strange having regard to the amount of attacking they 
did that Borough should always have been fighting an uphill 
battle. Twice during the game they found themselves two 
goals behind, but showing splendid qualities of recovery 
each time they quickly reduced the lead, obtaining their final 
equaliser 25 minutes from the end. From that point onwards 
there was a terrific struggle for a decider and the visitors 
could consider themselves fortunate that they got away with 
a division of the spoils.

The game produced a contrast in styles, for whereas 
Nuneaton always attacked by a long series of moves, Wolves 
got there in half the time with cleverly placed long passes – 
and the manner in which they rounded off their attacks was 
an object lesson for the home side.

Harris and Mason did their job well and often had to go inside 
to help cover up the mistakes of others. The backs were often 
caught out by the rapier-like thrusts of the Wolves forwards 
although Baldwin played a steady defensive game. Thacker 
was not at all happy in goal. Borough forwards were the 
equal of their opponents in all but the art of seizing chances 
in front of goal.

There were some good goals among the eight scored, but 
the one which caught the eye was Manship’s just before 
half-time. Receiving the ball somewhere near the edge of the 
penalty area he beat Caddick all ends up with a grand drive 
just inside the post. Manship (2), Paul and Lapworth scored 
for Borough and Dyke (3) and Robbins scored for the Wolves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 15-09-1945 
Borough: Watson; Laurie and Baldwin; Bolan, Mason and Harris; 
Kirkaldie, Greenway, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.
Walsall: Brett; Shelley and Peck; Haines, Foulkes and Jarvis; Rowlinson, 
Catterell, Bennett, Montgomery and Powell.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough delighted another big crowd on Saturday by gaining 
a convincing victory over Walsall, despite the fact that for 
more than half the game they were without right-back Laurie, 
who was taken to hospital with a suspected fractured ankle.

With their team at full-strength, there was no questioning 
Borough’s ability to win this encounter. They were altogether 
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too smart for the visitors, whose goal had some remarkable 
escapes before, after 27 minutes, Lapworth left no doubt 
as to its downfall with a grand cross-shot when put right 
through. After that it was practically all Borough; even 
Laurie’s absence did not diminish their sparkle. Indeed the 
visitors could consider themselves fortunate to escape with 
only four goals on the debit side.

Mason gave a brilliant display at centre-half. He was the rock 
on which most of the visitors’ attacks foundered. Watson, 
restored to goal had only two really good shots to save, one 
a fine drive by Montgomery which the goalkeeper saved 
in spectacular style. The other was when Rowlinson broke 
through and steered the ball towards the far corner of the 
net. Watson, diving full length, just managed to deflect the 
ball against the far upright and out for a corner.

Paul was again the best forward on view, and was never 
checked, nor ever looked like being. His goal was a real beauty. 
Put through with a pass towards the inside-left position, the 
centre-forward cut in towards goal and when Brett anticipated 
a left-foot drive, Paul put it through with his right. The only 
flaw in Paul’s performance came in the dying minutes when 
Kirkaldie slipped the ball right in front of the net for him. It was 
the easiest of chances, but the centre-forward muffed it.

The whole front line gave a polished display. Kirkaldie is 
finding his real form gradually. There were times in the 
first-half when his twinkling feet had the Walsall defence at 
sixes and sevens. Lapworth misses some chances, including 
a penalty, after Paul had been brought down following a 
brilliant run. The left winger shot against the post from the 
spot kick.

Manship was scarcely so prominent as usual, perhaps feeling 
the effects of his injury the week before, but he got another 
grand goal – one almost identical to that which he obtained 
against Wolves A. Greenway at inside-right opened quietly, 
but after half-time his was a workmanlike display.

Borough’s goals were scored by Lapworth (27), Lapworth (35), 
Manship (70) and Paul (89).

Reports on the FA Cup matches appear on later pages.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 29-09-1945 
Borough (selected from): Watson; Smith, Baldwin, Greenway, Mason, 
Harris, Kirkaldie, Dickie, Bolan, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough welcomed unbeaten Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. The home team included 
new signing, Dickie, a winger from Port Vale.

Nuneaton started each half of this league match as though 
they were going to swamp the visitors. They got three goals in 
the opening 15 minutes of the first half and two more in the 
first 10 minutes of the second, but for the remainder of the 
game, Darlaston furnished some clever football and fighting 
back splendidly, got three goals themselves – one in the first 
half and two more in the second.

In their two goalscoring bursts Borough were irrepressible; 
they simply swept aside the opposition to crack the ball 
home. There was a different tale to tell in the last 20 minutes 
of the first half, and during the latter period of the second, 
when the visitors had the home defence guessing and often 
clearly outwitted it by sheer football skills.

For all that, the points went to the right side, although Banks, 
in the Darlaston goal, did his best to keep the goal-hungry 
Borough forwards at bay. He made some grand saves, two or 
three times when his goal seemed certain to fall.

Watson was not nearly so sound and hesistancy to leave his 
goal when it was obvious policy to do so often placed his 
charge in danger and as a matter of fact probably cost his 
side a couple of goals.

Paul (2), Lapworth (2) and Kirkaldie scored for Nuneaton and 
Lavender (2) and Duffield for Darlaston. All the goals were 
good ones, but Lapworth’s first seemed to come from an 
obviously offside position.

Borough FC’s New Players
Borough player-manager Arthur Harris has signed on 
Wood, a goalkeeper from Northampton Town, who made 
37 appearances for the “Cobblers” last season. The 
Borough boss is also looking to sign a right full-back who 
has League experience.

Manor Park Football Ground
To The Editor

Sir – Would you be so kind as to allow me space in 
your valuable columns to express an opinion which is 
undoubtedly the opinion of many.

Many thanks are due to that happy and hardworking 
little band who are striving to put Nuneaton on the 
football map. They served us up a grand tonic on 
Saturday and again on Monday afternoon; and it is 
pleasing to think that someone is endeavouring to 
entertain we “Stay-at-home-Saturdayites” and keep our 
interest in our own town.

But (and what a but) what a dilapidated condition the 
accommodation for the spectator is in. Surely the council 
of a town with such a population can extend a helping 
hand to those few and do a little bit towards the comfort 
of those of its ratepayers who find their relaxation on 
Manor Park. It is not for us to follow such towns as 
Dudley, but to lead.

Councillors, the November elections are in the offing. 
Let’s have some sportsmen in the sanctuary to put 
Nuneaton on the “attraction” map.

ARDENT SUPPORTER
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Manor Park Football Ground
Sir -

One would indeed imagine on reading your Editorial 
on Friday, October 12, that all members of the Borough 
Council are indifferent to the future of sport in Nuneaton.

It rather assumes that we are standing by and doing 
nothing and not caring two hoots whether the Town 
team goes up or down, or whether the spectators stand 
or sit in comfort or not.

Well, Mr Editor, no one knows better than you that such 
is not the case.

You cannot, of course, get into the committees of the 
Council or your leading article could not have been 
written, or at least would not have been scathing 
on us all.

Probably at the very time your article was being 
written, I was pressing in committee for better lavatory 
accommodation for the ladies and gentlemen who 
follow the fortunes of the Town team now, and who will 
later want to see summer sport there.

Take this for granted, I have closely followed Nuneaton 
Town (now Borough) ever since I could “sneak in” the old 
ground in Queen’s Road about 1906 as a very small kid.

I want to wish them every success; indeed, could they get 
into big football, nothing would please me better and, 
believe me, I am not speaking of myself alone in 
the Council.

We want to see that ground as good as it can be made, 
and although in the past its development has been 
cramped, it can still be made into an excellent stadium 
for Nuneaton’s use all the year round. 

But, with the housing of the people as our main need, 
and this must get priority over everything else, with 
timber scarce and roofing so badly needed, with labour 
in even shorther supply, although this should be easier 
soon, it is extremely difficult to get the jobs done one 
would wish, and I know you’ll agree that houses to be 
lived in seven days a week must come before a football 
ground used mainly on one afternoon.

However, take this also for granted – our side of the 
Council like to be among the spectators on the “bob 
side,” and once we can get going nothing will be left 
undone to stand or even seat our citizens in comfort. 
Every success to the Borough football team is the honest 
wish of,

Yours faithfully
E. A. COURTS, Councillor,
11 Cox’s Close, Nuneaton.
15.10.1945

 City Transport v Nuneaton Borough 13-10-1945 
Borough: Watson; Brophy and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Wannacott, Paul, Manship, Lapworth.

Borough made the journey to The Stadium, King’s Heath to 
take on City Transport in a Birmingham Combination match.

Borough’s superiority was in the main due to a fine half-
back line, as Greenway, Mason and Harris always held the 
City forwards with comparative ease, except for the first 15 
minutes of the second half when the visitors had a tendency 
to over-elaborate.

While Mason blocked everything down the centre, Harris 
and Greenway found plenty of time to initiate attacks with 
shrewdly placed passes. Time and again they found Dickie 
and Lapworth and both wingers had a good match in 
consequence. While Dickie was immaculate in everything 
he did, Lapworth often left the defenders standing. Paul was 
always full of menace.

Lapworth got a couple of goals with smashing shots; indeed 
only a wrong decision by the referee, in giving him offside, 
prevented him from getting a hat-trick. The loss of Kirkaldie 
impacted on the forward line, for although Manship got a 
clever goal, he had a moderate game. No one could blame 
Wannacott. He will never let his side down in any position, 
yet while lacking the thrust of Kirkaldie, he was twice unlucky 
in not scoring, once turning a centre onto the bar and later 
heading against an upright, with the keeper well beaten on 
both occasions.

Borough’s two first-half goals were the result of brilliant 
combined play in which the halves and forwards took part. 
On the first occasion the final pass found Lapworth in a none 
too easy scoring position, but the outside left’s right foot 
drive left Kelly standing. On the second occasion Manship 
found the net with a fast low drive well out of the keeper’s 
reach. The third goal about 20 minutes after half-time, saw 
Paul steer a centre right across the face of the goal into the far 
corner of the net.

The fourth goal was scored by Lapworth, whose piledriver 
from near the penalty spot entered the net like a rocket; and 
in the dying minutes Paul slipped the ball past Kelly for a fifth 
and final goal. The nearest the Trams came to scoring was 
when a shot struck the bar. Borough were easily the better 
side, but it was not Borough at their best.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 27-10-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Morrow, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough’s first goal was the outcome of a skilful move 
which left Tongue and his colleagues standing. The attack 
developed in midfield and a neat pass sent Lapworth away. 
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The winger promptly transferred the ball into the middle. 
Paul bamboozled the defenders by making for the ball and 
then allowing it to pass on to Kirkaldie, who netted with 
an unerring drive. That goal came after nine minutes. Two 
minutes later they got their second. The ball was pushed 
through the middle to Paul who, with three defenders on his 
heels, shot quickly on the run. There is little doubt the shot 
caught Billingham napping, for he was too late in getting 
down to the ball, which passed underneath him as he dived.

The third goal after 26 minutes was the result of a fine piece 
of opportunism by Kirkaldie. Billingham left his goal to deal 
with an awkward situation and the ball went out to the inside 
right who, sensing an opening, headed it over the goalkeeper 
and into the net.

After the change of ends Borough could not get going at all. 
Their attacks were most disjointed and now the Hednesford 
defenders, with Finch the old WBA full-back, ever a shining 
light, had little difficulty in breaking them up. Billingham 
in the Hednesford goal still had plenty to do, but Borough 
seldom looked like adding to their first-half lead.

In the absence of Dickie, who could not play owing to an 
abscess on the leg, Morrow of the Reserves, was brought 
in at outside-right. This 15-year-old lad has the making of 
a first-class winger. For one so young he has a remarkable 
conception of wing play, and already seems to know all the 
tricks of the trade and constantly sold the dummy to Calvin 
and Jarvis. On the day’s play he was a better winger than 
Lapworth, who had an unusually quiet game, as Finch had his 
measure throughout.

The halves were not so dominating as usual, although Harris, 
in the first-half, kept the forwards well supplied with some 
grand passes. Mason put in some sterling defensive work, and 
behind the halves Brophy and Baldwin were sound. Borough 
maintained their unbeaten record without much trouble; but 
their second half form was far too sluggish to be true.

Town Council and Manor Park
“Labour and material are very scarce. We cannot get the thing 
done straight away,” said Alderman J. Bates, at Nuneaton 
Council meeting on Wednesday when Coun. E. A. Courts 
emphasised the need for repairs to Manor Park sports ground 
in order that the taxpayers should have a worthy stadium for 
use both in winter and summer.

I know these things are to be conditioned by the tenancy of 
Nuneaton Borough FC,” said Coun. Courts, “but I think it is 
our pigeon to see that these repairs are done.” He went on to 
refer to the need for lavatories at Manor Park for both sexes.

He asked them to take a new view and get the ground in 
order, stressing that it belonged to the people. Whilst the 
Borough FC should not escape some liability, he hoped it 
would not all be tied to the club because whilst it might be 
rich now, it might not always be so.

Ald. W. R. Chamberlain asked whether there was anything 
further to report about the negotiations with the War Damage 
Commission. There was a particular need for additional stand 
accommodation. Could not something be done immediately?

The Mayor, Coun. C. J. S. Dickens, said they all felt it was an 
added facility to the town to have a good football club and 
they had been discussing whether something could be done 
temporarily until they got permission and a licence to erect 
another stand.

Coun. W. S. Johnson said it had been suggested to him that 
some of the boys coming home might during their leave, 
volunteer to rig the old stand up with materials already there.

Coun. J. Wood said voluntary labour would want professional 
supervision. There was the danger of somebody being lamed 
or maimed.

Ald. J. Bates declared that the Committee was trying to do all 
it could in the matter. They were waiting now to hear from the 
War Damage Commission and they anticipated co-operating 
with the football club and putting a really good stand up. 
They could not expect them to put up a stand costing £1,000 
or so and only get £45 rent from the club.

“I don’t think it is right for the ratepayers to subsidise 
Nuneaton Borough FC,” said Ald. C. H. Cartwright, when 
stressing that housing was first priority. He was sure the 
Council would repair the old stand as soon as possible.

The Mayor thought it unfair to assume that the Borough FC 
was asking for a new stand. They were asking for temporary 
accommodation. They must not also assume that the club 
was wealthy because of one or two good gates. One-third 
went in tax and there were other expenses to meet.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 03-11-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Nuneaton gave their opponents an object lesson in team 
work – how to develop attacks and how to finish them 
off. The forwards and wing-halves played like a machine; 
on occasion their work was a sheer delight. It would have 
bewildered a far better defence than Bromsgrove’s. And the 
Rovers were by no means novices with three old WBA players 
in their ranks – McNab, the former Scottish international, 
Dudley and Screen.

The visitors were a much heftier lot than the Borough, but 
that had little or no influence on the game. Borough were far 
too clever, far too versatile, and much more accomplished in 
all the important arts of the game.

Although heavily defeated Bromsgrove had plenty of chances 
of their own and Haynes was called upon to make several 
good saves, including a penalty kick from O’Mahoney. Haynes 
is a definite improvement on Watson. It would be difficult 
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to single out any of the Borough players as outstanding, so 
efficient was their general team work, but mention should be 
made of Manship for a really smart performance at inside-
left – he scored three goals and made two or three others 
– and player-manager Harris for a grand first-half exhibition 
of constructive play. Kirkaldie and Dickie were a delightful 
right-wing pair and were altogether too smart for the Rovers’ 
defence. Dickie was a veritable box of tricks.

The defence, with Mason, as usual lying well back, generally 
had the measure of the opposition, although every now 
and again Griffiths, a burly leader, Dudley and Hough, got 
them worried.

Borough adopted what have now become familiar tactics. 
They opened quietly, studied the opposition, found their 
weaknesses and then weighed in with all the punches at their 
command, wing-halves going up with the forwards to make it 
a seven-point attack, leaving Mason, Brophy, Baldwin and the 
goalkeeper to deal with any sudden breakaways.

Paul (3), Manship (3), Lapworth (2), Dickie, Kirkaldie 
and Mason (pen) got the Borough goals and Dudley got 
Bromsgrove’s solitary goal. There was some doubt as to who 
scored the final goal, but Manship agreed after the match that 
Lapworth’s header was over the line before he applied what 
appeared to be the final touch.

 Birmingham City A v Nuneaton Borough 10-11-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Unbeaten Borough travelled to face Birmingham City A in a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Although Borough returned home with a point, they had 
enough chances to have made the issue safe long before 
the end. It was not Borough at their best as both Dickie and 
Lapworth had poor games, which resulted in the Borough 
attack being confined to attacks down the centre.

The visitors had a number of good chances and had bad luck 
when Dickie crashed the ball against an upright with Sephton 
at the other end of the goal. But it was not bad luck when 
Kirkaldie, after running clean through the defence and with 
the goal at his mercy, tried unnecessarily to beat another 
back instead of hitting the ball first time. Nor was Lapworth 
unfortunate when he missed the chance of snatching victory 
with the last kick of the match. The winger had only to beat 
the goalkeeper, but failed to make up his mind what to do at 
the crucial moment, and he was dispossessed.

Until Birmingham equalised for the first time about 25 
minutes after half-time, they never appeared likely to 
challenge the visitors’ superiority, but afterwards it was 
anybody’s game, right up until the last kick. When Paul was 
bowled over and Mason gave Borough the lead so close to the 
end of the match, it seemed that they would snatch a victory, 
but with four minutes to go the “Blues” got their second 
equaliser. Greenway sliced his kick and the ball went for a 

corner. White put the ball into the goalmouth among a ruck of 
players. Reaching over their heads, Haynes could only push 
the ball away and hitting it first time, Hickling, the right-half, 
netted with a grand shot. Curiously enough the same player 
got his side’s first goal in identical manner – another well-
placed corner and another smashing drive.

Manship got Borough’s first goal two minutes before half-
time. A long clearance from a “Blues” attack saw the ball 
put in front of their own goal. Two defenders closed in on 
Paul, leaving Manship unmarked and the inside left made no 
mistake with a fast low cross-shot.

Harris was Borough’s oustanding player, while Haynes, in 
goal, further enhanced his reputation with a highly capable 
and workmanlike display. He made a number of fine saves

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 17-11-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.
Atherstone: Bircher; Taylor and Parnell; Woolley, Jessop and 
Sutherland; A. N. Other, Groves, Booth, Ramage and Bivens.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Kirkaldie opened Nuneaton’s account 20 minutes from the 
start, taking a pass from Dickie in his stride and netting with 
a brilliant shot from fairly long range. It was not until 28 
minutes after half-time that the “Adders” drew level, Booth 
heading through just inside the post from Payne’s centre. 
Sixteen minutes from the end Manship put Borough ahead 
again with a clever shot from the edge of the penalty area, 
but only two minutes elapsed before the visitors were on 
terms again, Haynes failing to reach Bivens’ corner kick, 
enabling Sutherland to head into the net.

And then, a goal less than two minutes from the end by Peter 
Ramage, the ex-Derby County star, enabled the “Adders” to 
become the first team to lower Borough’s colours this season. 
The game attracted the biggest attendance for many seasons 
with between six and seven thousand people coming through 
the gate.

Taking the game all through a draw would have been a more 
equitable result, but full marks must go to the visitors for a 
grand second half display. While Borough deserved their 1-0 
interval lead – indeed it should have been two, for Manship 
missed a complete sitter from almost on the goal-line – there 
was no questioning “Adders” second half mastery. Halves and 
forwards combined almost to perfection, and against a less 
resolute defence they must have got more goals.

Borough played a part in their own downfall, having far 
more actual scoring chances than their opponents, but 
weakness in front of the net brought about their downfall. 
Another factor which played no small part in their downfall 
was a lack of punch on the wings. Lapworth and Dickie could 
not compare with Bivens and Payne, who were a source of 
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trouble throughout. Lapworth had another poor match; his 
finishing was woefully weak, while Dickie only occasionally 
came into the picture with a good dribble. The outside-right 
must learn to go after the ball himself and not leave Kirkaldie 
to do all the donkey work.

Bivens, a guest player from Derby – indeed, most of Atherstone’s 
players came from Derby – was the best wing-forward on view. 
Brophy and Greenway struggled in trying to check him.

The defeat will probably do the Borough good. The strain of 
trying to maintain an unbeaten record has made itself manifest 
in the last two games. Now, with the load off their mind, we 
may see them recover something like their best form.

 Worcester City Res v Nuneaton Borough 24-11-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Laurie and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and White; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Harris and Manship.

Borough travelled to St George’s Lane to meet Worcester City 
Reserves in a Birmingham Combination match. The team 
included former WBA and Coventry player White, who has 
just been demobilised, at left-half.

Harris gave Borough the encouragement of an early goal, 
for after only nine minutes’ play White sent Kirkaldie away 
and the winger promptly put the ball in the goal area for the 
player-manager to manoeuvre into position and then beat 
Prosser with a well-placed left-foot drive. Worcester drew 
level after about 25 minutes, Sheveling heading a spectacular 
goal by diving full-length at a low centre by Sabin. But before 
half-time Paul worked his way out to the left and squared the 
ball to Manship, who rattled the roof of the net with one of 
those deadly left-foot drives of his.

Less than ten minutes after half-time, Paul got a real 
opportunist goal. He moved out to the left, turned quickly 
and beat Prosser with a grandly placed cross-shot; and two 
minutes’ later Kirkaldie sent Dickie away for the latter to 
place the ball right in front of the net. Manship had an easy 
chance to head past the goalkeeper. Ten minutes from the 
end Sheveling got the City’s second goal.

The only thrills in this game were the goals. It was football 
as it should not be played. Borough were at sixes and sevens 
throughout. Lapworth is still the best outside-left, failing 
someone better being obtained. Borough were a ragged lot. 
The many changes, far from improving things, made matters 
worse and the home supporters must have wondered how 
this side succeeded in beating the Worcester first team in the 
FA Cup.

Make no mistake Borough were the better side, for City were 
a poor lot and would have been in a bad way but for the 
grand work of Smith, the old Cardiff City player, who though 
allegedly playing at right-half, was generally the stumbling 
block to the Borough forwards in their attacks down the 
middle, and Prosser, who kept a good goal, and often saved 
his side when a goal seemed imminent.

Only Three Guest Players Now Allowed
As from tomorrow no club in the Birmingham 
Combination will be permitted to play more than three 
guest players in any one game, and none will be allowed 
in the Birmingham Senior Cup, the first round of which 
takes place in January.

These decisions were reached at a meeting of the 
League in Birmingham last Thursday night. Mr F. J. Perry 
(Borough FC vice-chairman) seconded an amendment 
that five guest players be allowed.

Up to now a club could play eleven guest players if it 
so desired – providing permission to play them was 
first obtained from the clubs to whom they belonged. 
Borough have been fielding four guest players – Harris 
(Southend United), Kirkaldie (Doncaster Rovers), Paul 
(Notts Forest) and Dickie (Port Vale). All other members 
of the team are now the club’s own players...

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 01-12-1945 
Borough (provisional): Wood; Brophy and Laurie; Harris, Mason and 
White; Morrow, Greenway, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. Team changes were forced 
on Borough because of the new three guest player rule 
and 15-year-old Hughie Morrow made his second first team 
appearance on the right wing.

It took the home side some little time to settle down and for 
38 minutes the visitors held their own. Indeed their capable 
display belied their lowly position in the league table. Then 
Borough got their second goal – and that goal heralded the 
beginning of the end for Banbury. Borough got a third goal 
before half-time.

Even so, there was little to suggest that the visitors would 
be so heavily overwhelmed after the change of ends. Yet in 
the first seventeen minutes of the second half, Borough ran 
riot and scored five more goals and held an 8-1 lead until 
the dying minutes, when Banbury got a second goal from a 
penalty for handball against Manship.

It would be idle to suggest that Borough did not miss 
Kirkaldie. He was – in spite of the capable display given by 
Greenway, who got a hat-trick. Paul also added three more 
goals to his growing tally, and it was probably fortunate for 
the visitors that a rap on the knee in the first-half should have 
slowed him up appreciably. Manship too, was again among 
the marksmen, notching two more goals.

White gave another intelligent display at left-half and Mason, 
was just Mason, while Harris, the player-manager, was 
responsible for some telling constructive work.

Another pleasing feature of the game was the good work 
of Brophy and Laurie at full-back. Both kicked and tackled 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

12 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

soundly. Wood had little to do but, as on his previous 
appearance, his presence alone was sufficient to give his team-
mates confidence. I am certain Mason felt much happier.

Banbury played much better than the final score would suggest. 
Except for that seventeen minutes second-half blitz, during 
which time their net was riddled, they put up a plucky display. 
Some of their work brought the best out of the Nuneaton 
defenders and had their finishing been in keeping with their 
midfield work, Wood would have had a much busier time.

The scoring was as follows: Manship (1 min, 1-0), Back (22 
min, 1-1), Greenway (28 min, 2-1), Greenway (44 min, 3-1), 
Manship (48 min, 4-1), Paul (51 min, 5-1), Paul (52 min, 6-1), 
Greenway (58 min, 7-1), Paul (62 min, 8-1), Jones (80 min, 
8-2). The game revealed that even with only three guest 
players Borough are a team to be reckoned with, though 
Kirkaldie, if retained by Doncaster, will be missed.

£250 For Manor Park Stand Repair
At Wednesday’s meeting of Nuneaton Town Council, 
the Borough Surveyor was instructed to proceed as soon 
as possible with the repair of the stand at the Queen’s 
Road end of Manor Park sports ground at an estimated 
cost of £250.

It was stated that a proportion of the cost would be met 
by the War Damage Commission.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 08-12-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Laurie; Harris, Mason and White; Dickie, 
N. Greenway, Davis, Manship and Greenway.

Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a friendly 
game. West Brom have agreed to provide opposition for the 
fixtures that would have been taken up by Stafford Rangers, 
who dropped out of the league.

Albion put up a reasonably good fight in the first half, and 
were only a goal down at the interval, but two early second 
half goals by the Borough knocked all the fight out of them 
and in the end they were thoroughly outplayed. Indeed, but 
for a confident exhibition by Tighe, in the visitors’ goal, their 
defeat would have been much more pronounced. He made a 
number of excellent saves.

Davis, of the Reserves, led the attack in Paul’s absence and 
would have benefitted from an early goal, but this was denied 
him. He struggled on however and redeemed himself after 
missing a number of chances, he ran through and hit the 
upright with a splendid left-foot drive with the goalkeeper 
well and truly beaten. Shortly after he was credited with a 
goal when he bundled Tighe over the line when the latter 
was saving from White. In the next few minutes – the dying 
minutes of the game – he got two more, the first of which 
came from a pass by White and the other from Dickie. White 
gave a clever display at outside-left, as he and Manship struck 

up a happy understanding. The left winger’s subtle tricks and 
beautifully placed centres being an outstanding feature of 
the game. If White can maintain this form there need be no 
further anxiety about an extreme winger.

Manship and Kirkaldie were altogether too astute for the 
Albion defenders and carved out openings which were well 
and truly explored. Kirkaldie, too, shone in the goalscoring 
department, netting the first, third and fifth goals. The first 
was a good one, but his third was a typical Kirkaldie effort. He 
ran through from near the half-way line, weaved in and out of 
the Albion defence, and then, as the two backs were closing 
in on him, flashed the ball into the back of the net. The other 
goal was scored by Dickie who, sent through by Kirkaldie, cut 
in and scored with a clever cross-shot.

But for the sterling work of Hood, at centre-half, Albion would 
have had many more headaches.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 15-12-1945 
Borough: Haynes; Brophy and Laurie; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and White.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

White was Borough’s mainspring in attack, again operating 
on the extreme left wing. His clever ball play led to many hot 
assaults on the Stourbridge goal, and had a big hand in his 
side’s ultimate success, though credit must go to Kirkaldie 
for having got two more excellent goals. Dickie had a 
moderate game on the right wing; he often preferred to 
dribble round a man when he could have centred without 
going to that trouble.

When Borough opened their account ten minutes after the 
start, White started the move with a pass inside to Paul who, 
seeing Kirkaldie rushing up, put the ball right in front of him. 
The inside-right hit it first time and though Payton got his 
fingers to the shot, it was altogether too hot for him and he 
could only help it further into the net. White, Manship, Paul 
and Kirkaldie all had a hand in the scoring of the winning 
goal. By a series of passes they took the ball right to the 
Stourbridge penalty area and when Paul slipped the ball in 
front of goal, Manship bamboozled the defence by making 
for it and then allowing the ball to pass on to Kirkaldie, who 
finished off the move with an unerring low drive.

Stourbridge’s only goal was the direct result of the Nuneaton 
defenders anticipating the whistle going for offside. Baker 
definitely appeared behind the backs then the ball was 
pushed through to him and with nobody offering to tackle 
him, he had no difficulty in putting the ball past Haynes. 
Baker’s goal partly atoned for an earlier blunder when he shot 
wide from the spot after Brophy had fouled Morton inside the 
area in the first half.

Until the final 30 minutes, Stourbridge were the equals of a 
Borough side playing much below their best form. Borough 
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contributed to their own struggles by persisting in playing a 
close game when the heavy conditions cried out for exactly 
the opposite. The home side booted the ball first time all the 
way through, varying between slamming the ball out to the 
wings and then down the middle. The Borough defenders in 
the first-half found these tactics disturbing and were often 
placed in difficulty by the fact that they could not keep the 
wingers, Pearce and Edwards, in check.

It was fortunate for the Borough that Mason should have 
played his usual cool game at centre-half. Many, many 
times he broke up the Stourbridge moves when they were 
beginning to look most menacing.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 22-12-1945 

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

This was the worst exhibition of football seen at Manor Park 
all season.

Play was scrappy throughout, especially in the second half, 
and really bright football moves were far and few between. 
It was more like the aftermath of a busy holiday programme 
than the prelude.

There was almost a complete lack of inspiration on the part of 
the players – Borough were little better than their opponents – 
and about the only thing of interest were the goals.

Manship and Paul (3) scored for the winners in the first half, 
and Kirkaldie after the break.

 Coventry City A v Nuneaton Borough 25-12-1945 

Borough travelled to Highfield Road to take on Coventry City 
A in a Birmingham Combination fixture.

If Borough could produce the same form in all their away 
matches, as they did at Coventry on Christmas Day, there 
would be nothing to stop them carrying off the league honours.

They won this game every bit as easily as the score would 
suggest – and against a side that included several players 
who have appeared in the City first team. The home side 
flattered to deceive, for after opening out as though they 
were going to make things hot for their opponents, they were 
well and truly mastered and simply faded away in the face of 
the grand team work of the visitors.

At the start the City made the Borough defenders do a good 
deal of running about, but after a quarter of an hour Borough 
began to produce football which was a portend of things to 
come. The defenders got the measure of an hitherto lively 
City attack – and then the forwards finely supported by their 
halves, went all out for the kill.

Twenty-five minutes from the start Nuneaton went ahead 
and thereafter the result was never in doubt. By half-time 
they were three goals up and though they slackened off in the 
second half they rounded off the scoring with another goal.

For half an hour in the opening half Borough played 
irresistibly and it was really during this period that the game 
was won and lost. The halves held Lewis and his front-
line City colleagues as in a vice; and behind them Laurie 
and Baldwin kicked and tackled fearlessly. So well was 
Farndon covered that he had but one decent save to make 
throughout, and that was in the dying minutes.

Well led by Paul, the Borough forwards completely 
outsmarted their opposite number, who could never match 
their skill and resource, neither in their approach work nor 
finishing. All the forwards showed up well with White ever a 
conspicuous raider. Dickie did a lot of clever things but still 
does not forage as much as he ought.

Paul opened Nuneaton’s account after 25 minutes’ play with a 
smart header from Harris’ centre. Ten minutes later Kirkaldie 
got Dickie away and closing in on to the winger’s square 
pass, White drove the ball through from close range. Not long 
afterwards Mason made it 3-0 from a penalty kick awarded 
for a foul on Paul. Harris got the only goal of the second half 
from a free-kick for a foul on Manship, with Garner making 
little or no attempt to save.

This was very nearly Borough at their best. And at their best 
they take some stopping!

 Nuneaton Borough v Coventry City A 26-12-1945 

Borough welcomed Coventry City A to Manor Park for a 
Boxing Day Birmingham Combination match.

It was probably to be expected that after their great effort in 
the ankle-deep mud at Highfield Road on the previous day 
that the Borough players should have shown signs of leg 
weariness in the return match.

The result was that Borough had to struggle every inch of 
the way to achieve their victory. Whereas the day before 
they played such clever and incisive football, the home 
side always seemed to be labouring. They lacked the same 
cleverness in midfield and that all-important punch in attack. 
Passes went astray with alarming frequency and only a 
fighting display in the second half pulled the game round in 
their favour.

Make no mistake, Borough were again the better side and 
fully merited their success; but the manner of their victory 
was not nearly so positive and clear-cut as at Highfield Road.

As a matter of fact it was a fortuitous goal that put them 
on the path to success. Following good work by Harris 
immediately after half-time, Manship put in a strong drive 
which may or may not have beaten Machin, but the ball was 
deflected into the other end of the net by a defender. The 
other goal, about 20 minutes after half-time, was much more 
satisfying. Seizing on a pass from Manship, Kirkaldie raced 
through to flick the ball past the goalkeeper.

City served up some good football and gave the Nuneaton 
defenders many anxious moments, but once again their work 
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near to the goal lacked snap and Haynes did not have a great 
deal to do.

Paul, with a swollen ankle, was not nearly so convincing as 
usual, and Cox generally got the better of him. Dickie had a 
poor match at outside-right, while Harris and Mason were 
outstanding at left-half and centre-half respectively.

Unsolicited Testimonial
After the match between Nuneaton Borough and 
Coventry City A at Highfield Road on Christmas Day, 
the referee entered the visitors’ dressing room and 
complimented the players on their grand display. He also 
said it was the best game he had refereed this season. 
Borough won 4-0.

Borough have now moved to second place in the league 
– one point behind the leaders, Darlaston – and have two 
games in hand.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 29-12-1945 
Borough: Farndon; Laurie and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and White.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. There was a crowd of 4,500.

Borough struggled badly in this game and many passes went 
astray and easy scoring chances went begging; in fact, they 
just about struck rock-bottom.

The usually sound defence made more mistakes in this game 
than in the previous half-dozen. And surely that complete 
mess-up shortly after half-time was the peak of all their follies. 
Farndon came tearing out of goal to meet Wagstaffe, lost the 
ball, had a chance to get back but didn’t, none of the other 
defenders had the foresight to fall back and protect their goal – 
and the result was that Moore piloted the ball into an empty net.

That tragic affair lost the game for Nuneaton, as they had just 
begun to show signs of recovering from the shock of being 
two goals down in the first 25 minutes. Five minutes before 
half-time Mason had reduced the deficit from a penalty after 
Kirkaldie had been fetched down in the area. Then came this 
shock almost immediately on resuming. It was enough to 
knock all the heart out of the Borough players. But actually, 
it had the reverse effect. From that point onwards, Borough 
swarmed around the Dudley goal, which had many close 
escapes before White, ten minutes from the end, headed in 
delightfully from Paul’s centre. Then came a real onslaught. 
The Dudley goal had a charmed existence in those dying 
minutes and there were times, especially when corner kicks 
were forced, when ten of the home players were packed in 
the visitors’ goalmouth. Time and again the equaliser seemed 
imminent; time after time the crowd yelled “goal!” – and time 
after time the ball rolled by the wrong side of the upright. 
Dame Fortune had certainly smiled broadly on Dudley.

It was a rousing finish to a match which, though lacking in the 
finer points of the game, nevertheless kept the crowd roaring 
with excitement or sheer dismay.

Yet, in spite of all the luck they had, Dudley in a sense, 
deserved their success, or at least didn’t deserve to lose. 
They were superior in team play, far more accurate in their 
passing, quicker in the tackle – and certainly far more 
dangerous in attack. Indeed, nearly every time Dudley got on 
the move either Treagust, their fast-moving centre-forward, 
or Wagstaffe, a decidedly astute outside-right, caused a slow-
moving defence endless anxiety.

Former Town Goalkeeper Killed At 
Newdigate Colliery
“This is a most unfortunate accident . . . If anything can 
be learned from it, it will be taken notice of.”

So remarked the Coroner, Mr C. W. Iliffe, at an inquest 
at Bedworth yesterday on an old Nuneaton Town 
goalkeeper, Harry Tattersall (56), of 33 Goodyer’s End 
Lane, Bedworth, foreman fitter, who lost his life whilst 
following his employment at the Newdigate Colliery on 
December 31...

...Cyril George Tomlinson, 256 Greenmoor Road, 
Nuneaton, switch attendant at the colliery, said the 
accident occurred about 3.45 am on December 31. The 
witness was standing by the switch which controlled 
the motor for the conveyor belt and he was watching 
the deceased, who was adjusting the far-side roller 
underneath the belt. He could see the deceased, who 
was using a hammer, quite plainly. Tattersall appeared 
to over-balance and shouted out as he was dragged 
towards the belt. The witness immediately switched the 
conveyor off and went and spoke to Tattersall, who did 
not answer. He felt a shudder go through the deceased. 
He then noticed that his right arm was missing and that 
he was bleeding very badly...

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 05-01-1946 
Borough: Farndon; Laurie and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Morrow, Emerson, Kirkaldie, Manship and White.

Borough made the journey to take on Wolves A in a 
Birmingham Combination game. Emerson, who had 
previously featured for Hartlepools United made his debut.

Borough showed a marked superiority in the finishing 
department early in the game and took a three goal lead. 
Kirkaldie, deputising for the injured Paul at centre-forward, 
got all his side’s goals and showed plenty of dash, but there 
is little doubt that Paul’s enterprise and bustle were missed. 
Emerson, figuring at inside-right as a partner to Morrow, 
started well enough but quickly faded away, and with White 
suffering from a nasty rap received early in the game the 
whole attack was out of gear. 
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Had the game gone on much longer, Wolves would have 
converted the three goal deficit into a convincing victory. For 
the visitors had shot their bolt long before the finish. Wolves, 
who had played poorly for three-parts of the game and 
seldom looked like getting goals, suddenly realised that the 
Borough had “had it” and in the last quarter of an hour they 
swarmed to the attack and but for Farndon’s fine work in goal 
would have won the game.

For all that, it took a piece of bad luck to provide the turning 
point. About five or six minutes from the end after the Wolves 
had got their first goal, Welham, the Wolves’ centre-forward 
burst through, but seemed well covered by Mason. Tragically 
though, Mason slipped in the ankle-deep mud in the 
goalmouth, presenting Welham with an open goal.

Still, with less than a minute to go and still leading 3-2, it 
seemed that the Wolves had left their rally too late. Then 
came another tragedy for the visitors. A Wolves attack had 
been checked and the ball was pushed out of the danger zone 
and all chances of an equaliser seemed to have vanished. The 
ball went to young Morrow, standing near the half-way line. 
All he had to do was to slam the ball further down the field 
or outside, but instead he tried to dribble, was dispossessed 
and the ball was lifted into the Nuneaton goalmouth and put 
into the net by Wilshaw.

It was a dismal ending to what had been a thoroughly dismal 
game. There was little or no football about it. The narrow 
playing pitch was all against the open style of play; passes to 
the extreme wingers usually went outside, and both teams were 
compelled to make nearly all their attacks down the middle.

Kirkaldie’s first two goals – after three minutes and 10 
minutes’ play – were both simple affairs; but his third, just 
before half-time, was a good one, cleverly heading through a 
perfect centre by White. Morrow made many neat runs in the 
first half, during which period he was as good as any forward 
on the field; but so poor did Borough’s team play become 
after half-time, that he had few opportunities afterwards. 
It was a pity he should have erred in the last minute, but 
experience will help him avoid such mistakes.

U. Harris, Welham and Wilshaw got the Wolves’ goals. 
Borough seem to have left their best form at Highfield Road.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 12-01-1946 
Borough: Farndon; Laurie and Baldwin; Holmes, Mason and Brophy; 
Morrow, Rowston, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough made the journey to Tamworth for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup first round tie. The Borough side included 
Rowston, from West Bromwich Albion at inside-right.

As a football spectacle this game was scarcely worth seeing. 
Neither side displayed much sense of team-play and there 
were few moves worthy of the name. There were far too many 
defensive slips and much shoddy forward play. Nuneaton 
were better than this poor Tamworth team – but not much. 

Bright, the Tamworth inside-left, was the one “bright” light 
in two poor attacks. He and Statham carried the home side 
on their backs. Whatever the Borough failings in this game, 
they could not be attributed to Lapworth. On his return to 
the side after several weeks’ absence, there were obviously 
some people only too ready to renew their barracking, but 
he contributed by scoring one of the visitors’ goals. The other 
goal was scored by Manship.

Having taken a two goal lead, there was no reason why 
Borough shouldn’t have built on their advantage in the 
second half. In fact, early on in the second half Paul slipped 
the ball inside to Rowston, who was being given a trial at 
centre-forward, and left him with only Swinnerton to beat 
from short range. It was the easiest of chances, but Rowston’s 
hurried shot went high and wide. A little coolness would have 
meant a certain third goal. Later, Lapworth scored from a 
right-wing cross, but was ruled offside.

After this, Tamworth’s attack began to show signs of life – 
and the Nuneaton defence signs of wavering. But nothing 
hapened until there were but three minutes to go. Then, from 
another left-wing move, Bailey reduced the lead from close 
range and with but a minute left to play, a scramble in the 
Borough goalmouth ended in Bright getting the equaliser 
after several attempts to get the ball away had failed.

The Funeral Of Ex-Nuneaton Town 
Trainer
The funeral service was held in Coton 
Road Congregational Church on 
Saturday for the late Mr Herbert Hall, of 
62 Dugdale Street, Nuneaton, for many 
years the trainer of Nuneaton Town FC, 
who died last week at the age of 62.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 19-01-1946 
Borough (from): Farndon; Brophy and Baldwin; Harris, Laurie and 
Mason; Lapworth, Boffin, Greenway, Manship and White.

Nuneaton made the journey to Walsall for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Only Harris of the visiting team, realised the value of keeping 
the ball on the move on a treacherous pitch. Defenders were 
always at a disadvantage, for once they were beaten, there 
was no hope of recovery. As soon as Harris got the ball, 
especially in the first-half when his side was kicking downhill, 
he banged it towards the Walsall goalmouth, but Nuneaton’s 
considerably weakened attack seldom looked capable of 
forcing the home defenders to make errors.

After the change of ends Walsall made it clear that they 
intended to take a leaf out of Harris’ book. They hit the ball 
hard down the middle at every conceivable opportunity, their 
forwards followed up quickly – and the Borough defenders 
were often left high and dry.
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Two of Walsall’s three goals came from such moves, but 
there is little doubt that when Peace equalised the goal by 
Lapworth, which gave the visitors an interval lead, he was 
offside. So much so that no Nuneaton defender was near 
enough even to challenge him. Peace himself hesitated, then 
realised the whistle had not gone, ran on, and beat Farndon 
from close range. But there was no doubting the legality of 
the second of these two breakaway goals.

Ten minutes from the end Mason, who had moved to centre-
forward, had put Nuneaton level after being 2-1 down, but 
almost as soon as the ball was kicked off again, Walsall 
went ahead again. A hard pass down the middle found the 
Nuneaton full-backs almost on the half-way line and wide 
apart. Evans was after the ball like a flash, chased by Baldwin. 
The latter attempted to check him, failed, and the Walsall 
inside-left went on to shoot past the advancing Farndon.

Lapworth got Nuneaton’s first goal after half and hour. Both 
he and Greenway had just missed sitters off the same pass, 
but Lapworth slipped the ball out to White and shot his return 
centre hard into the net. The other, ten minutes from the 
end was scored by Mason, who cleverly hooked the ball over 
Kimberley’s head into the net after the goalkeeper had come 
out to meet him.

Walsall’s goal in the next minute caught Nuneaton on one 
leg; but even so Borough nearly saved a point with the last 
move of the game. Only a yard or so from goal Mason was 
stopped, but quickly pushed the ball to Lapworth who would 
doubtless have scored but for the fact that he was pulled 
down by the Walsall goalkeeper. Strangely, the referee blew 
up, but gave a bounce up.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 24-01-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Brophy and Laurie; Greenway, Holmes and Mason; 
Evans, Dickie, Baldwin, Manship and Lapworth.
Tamworth: Swinnerton; Whitehouse and Tucker; Statham, Wood and 
Johnson; Guild, Lewis, Bailey, Wright and Tunnicliffe.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round replay.

Borough got away from the start and Swinnerton had to 
save from Lapworth. Borough kept up the pressure and, 
put through by Manship, Baldwin shot just wide. Baldwin 
just missed again from a perfect centre by Evans shortly 
afterwards. So far little had been seen of Tamworth, with 
Holmes showing up well at centre-half for Nuneaton.

After having hit the bar, Lapworth, who was playing well 
on the left-wing, seized on a centre by Evans, and beat 
Swinnerton with a hard drive. Borough’s lead was well 
merited. Swinnerton was kept very busy and from a perfect 
Lapworth centre the goalkeeper had to concede a corner in 
saving a good header by Baldwin.

Muhrberg had his first save to make, but confidently handled 
Johnson’s effort. Tamworth showed signs of improvement 

but an equaliser after 25 minutes was unexpected. Laurie 
blundered, letting in Guild, who netted with a hard drive. 
It was not long, however, before Borough were ahead again, 
with nice work by Dickie and Evans culminating in Baldwin 
heading through the latter’s perfect centre. But again 
Tamworth drew level, Guild paving the way for Bailey to 
shoot into the net. Lapworth scored for Borough from Dickie’s 
pass just before half-time.

Twice early in the second half Muhrberg saved smartly, once 
catching the ball off the bar, while at the other end Dickie 
shot across the face of the Tamworth goal. Ten minutes after 
half-time, seizing on a partial clearance by Whitehouse. 
Baldwin put Borough further ahead with a hard drive from 
the edge of the penalty area, and a minute later Lapworth 
ran clean through the Tamworth defence to score Borough’s 
fifth goal with a hard low drive. Swinnerton then saved a 
pile-driver from Baldwin. A long period of even play followed, 
although Muhrberg was kept more busy than Swinnerton.

 Nuneaton Borough v Birmingham City A 26-01-1946 

Borough welcomed Birmingham City A to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham Combination match. Borough included 
three new signings, all with League experience – Cronin, 
Deane and Lane.

Birmingham opened the scoring with a goal from Gardner 25 
minutes into the first half. He rounded the defence and got 
the ball into the net from a very narrow angle. Ten minutes 
later Lane accepted a centre from Greenway to net with a 
delightful cross-shot. A quarter of an hour after half-time, 
following a corner kick and after Sephton had parried a shot, 
Lane cleverly headed Nuneaton’s third goal. Dean got the 
fourth in neat style following a pass from Paul. In the next 
minute Dean raced clean through the Birmingham defence 
and shot against the woodwork with Sephton just gazing on. 
Just before the end Lane netted again after the goalkeeper 
had saved from Harris.

For 20 minutes or so before half-time, Sephton in the 
Birmingham goal, was given a very warm time and the 
visitors were definitely fortunate to be only 3-1 behind at half-
time. Birmingham tried shock tactics again for a short period 
after the change of ends, but Mason and his colleagues held 
on firmly and from thence onwards Lane and Deane piled on 
the agony with three more goals between them.

Birmingham’s attacks were largely in the form of sudden 
thrusts and at times they had the Borough defenders looking 
a little worried. Yet there was no cracking up in this game 
and but for a few lapses by Laurie, who never seemed able 
to subdue Gardner, the former Coventry City man, there was 
very little giving of ground. The Blues had to fight for every 
inch of progress they made.

Those supporters who braved the elements to see Borough’s 
new men, which was in the region of 3,000 plus, many of 
whom stood in the pouring rain throughout the match, 
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witnessed a game which pulsated with clever football 
and neatly engineered and well-taken goals. And Borough 
provided nearly all the good fare that was going. This was 
certainly the stuff to give the troops.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 02-02-1946 
Borough: Farndon; Laurie and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie, Deane, Paul and Lane.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston to take on the home 
side in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough lost the game in the first half when in spite of 
conditions they persisted in trying to work the ball through 
what was literally a swamp. The word quagmire does not 
adequately describe the conditions in the bottom end goal. 
It was a veritable sea of mud. Borough conceded goals in the 
first half that gave the home side a totally undeserved 2-1 
half-time lead.

On the first occasion the ball should have been cleared, but 
the ball struck Duffield on the knee and rolled into the net. 
Then, Farndon had to defend a poor corner and took a wild 
kick at the ball and deflected it into his own net.

Borough made a big effort to redeem their first half failings 
after the change of ends and succeeded in so much that their 
persistent attacks had the Darlaston defenders worried. 
Time after time Borough got right through only to finish so 
poorly that goals seemed just about the last thing they would 
produce. Jack Kirkaldie had a poor game and most of his 
passes went astray. Deane in the middle, although scoring 
Borough’s only goal, should have been provided with better 
service, but most of the balls intended for him were in the air, 
when what he really needed were passes between the backs.

Borough should easily have converted the half-time deficit 
into a winning lead, but instead Darlaston broke away three 
minutes before the end and Smart headed a clever goal to 
make the score 3-1 to the home side.

It was a disappointing game with neither side producing 
championship form. Borough did more of the attacking, but 
failed in the important act of rounding off their attacks. All 
of their moves – or nearly all of them – broke down in front 
of the Darlaston goal. The result was a sore disappointment 
to the hundreds of Nuneaton supporters who attended the 
match, for after their favourites brilliant display the week 
previous, they expected something different to this.

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 09-02-1946 
Borough: Farndon; Laurie and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie, Deane, Paul and Hill.

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The way Borough played in the first-half – well, nobody could 
have fancied their chances. Everything that could go wrong, 
went wrong. They seemed yards slower than their opponents 

who controlled the ball and their passes so skilfully that they 
simply tore holes in the Borough defence, despite all that 
Baldwin, Mason and Harris could do to put a stop to their 
little game.

Love and Leckie toyed with Laurie and Greenway. The former, 
indeed, had another very poor match and early in the game 
became so bewildered when Bull broke through and drove 
yards wide, that the full-back ran on to the ball and put it 
into his own net. By some curious twist of fate Borough, after 
a thoroughly inept display, found themselves a goal up at 
half-time, Laurie’s early blunder had been squared by a clever 
cross-shot by Cronin and then, in the next minute, Rooney, 
the Moor Green right-back, emulated Laurie’s feat in turning 
a shot which was going yards wide past his own keeper. Bull 
missed a complete sitter and Baldwin saved a certain goal by 
heading off the line with Farndon well beaten.

In the first minute of the second half, without a Nuneaton 
player touching the ball, Moor Green went right away and 
when a pass was put through the middle, Bull fastened on to 
the ball and beat Farndon with a shot which the goalkeeper 
allowed to pass underneath his body. Then, at long last, 
Borough really did begin to do things. They swarmed to the 
attack and for 15 minutes they literally swamped the Moor 
Green defence. The ball did everything but go into the net. 
After all this attacking the ball was put down the Moor Green 
left wing to Leckie. The winger put the ball into the middle 
for Bull to race through on his own to give Moor Green an 
unexpected 3-2 lead.

It seemed the end for the Borough. But not a bit of it. If 
anything they intensified their efforts and proceeded to waltz 
round the Moor Green defence. All three halves, including 
Mason joined in the assault. Indeed, it was from a pass by the 
centre-half that Kirkaldie cut through and levelled the scores 
with one of those brilliant drives of his. Worse was to come 
for the visitors, for a minute later Cronin put Borough ahead. 
He got the ball into the net again shortly afterwards, for the 
referee to first award a goal and then alter his decision after 
consulting the linesman. Undeterred, Borough continued 
to pile on the pressure. Deane put on a fifth goal and the 
irrepressible Kirkaldie got the sixth and final goal.

So, in this grand-slam finish Borough redeemed themselves 
after worrying stiff their supporters for more than half the 
game. It was a truly remarkable recovery by the home side 
and a woeful collapse on the part of the visitors, who seemed 
to have spent themselves shortly after half-time.

 Nuneaton Borough v City Transport 16-02-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Olner and Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie, Paul, Deane and Hill.

Borough welcomed bottom of the league City Transport to 
Manor Park for a Birmingham Combination fixture.

Lowly City Transport surprised Borough in the first half. Time 
after time their crisp, neatly developed attacks had Mason 
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and his colleagues worried. The visiting halves held the ball 
cleverly, moved up with their forwards and initiated assault 
after assault on the Borough goal. For all this the home side did 
far more of the attacking, but move after move was spoiled by 
the indifferent finishing of Paul and Hill, who both had a poor 
match. Despite this, Borough held a 3-2 interval lead.

As in the Moor Green game, Borough began to show 
something like their best form after the change of ends – and 
within 15 minutes of the restart, the game had been won and 
lost, the home side getting four more goals to the visitors’ 
one. During this half the City defence was given a rare grilling, 
and it was only the spirited work of their forwards, splendidly 
backed up by right-half George, that kept them in the hunt. 
Indeed, Phillips, their leader, was always on the lookout for 
openings, and but for some strong defensive play by Mason 
and the never-say-die Baldwin, he would undoubtedly have 
increased his two goal first-half tally. 

Borough certainly showed something more in keeping with 
their lofty league position in this half. We saw some sparkling 
wing play by Cronin, some forceful foraging by the tireless 
Kirkaldie, and some astute inside play by Deane. Paul did 
better in this half, but was still a long way from being the Paul 
we are accustomed to. Hill was again indifferent and Olner 
has not solved the right back weakness. Young Muhrberg 
has set a problem. There is no questioning his worthiness to 
make the goalkeeping job his own. He saved a number of good 
efforts, positions himself well and makes up his mind quickly, 
as well as having a sure pair of hands.

Phillips (2) and Brockhurst scored the goals for City Transport. 
Deane got a hat-trick for Borough, the first one being a clever 
hook shot from Greenway’s forward pass. Both of Cronin’s goals 
were good ones, especially the second, when he raced down 
the wing, cut in, and delivered a cracking shot which spun the 
Transport goalkeeper O. Kelly round. Paul got two goals, one in 
each half, and the one in the second-half was one of his best for 
a while. His shot from Cronin’s pass was a beauty. The referee 
denied Borough a penalty when Deane was brought down 
well inside the penalty area, but justice was done when Harris 
rolled the free-kick to Deane, who put the ball into the net.

Council Subsidising Football Club
Councillor Corbett Tells Town Council
“We appear to be subsidising the football club. I hope the 
Committee will view very seriously how much the ground is 
costing us,” stated Coun. H. Corbett at the Nuneaton Town 
Council meeting on Wednesday, when he learned that £1,245 
had been spent on Manor Park Sports Ground since 1937 in 
comparison with an income of £554.

The Town Clerk gave the figures in answer to a written 
question by Coun. Corbett regarding the Council’s 
expenditure on the ground and the income derived from it. 
He added that this year rents totalling £82 would be received 
from the AFC and the Education Committee.

Coun. Corbett said that from the Town Clerk’s figures he 
estimated that irrespective of interest the ground had cost 
the Corporation just over £5,000.

The Mayor pointed out that no rent had been charged for the 
ground for three years during the war.

The Council instructed the Town Clerk to enquire again from 
Nuneaton Borough Association Football Club, Ltd., what 
proportion they were prepared to pay of the account for 
repairs to the turnstiles so that the matter may be further 
considered by the Housing and Estates Committee.

The Council also passed the Committee’s resolution that 
the Borough Surveyor ascertain the capital expenditure 
required to reinstate the stand damaged in the recent gales, 
and that the question of rent and stand accommodation be 
considered at the Committee’s next meeting.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 23-02-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Pogmore and C. Baldwin; Greenway, Mason and 
H. Baldwin; Cronin, Deane, Paul, Manship and Aldred.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup second round tie. Borough were forced to play a 
weakened side because of the guest player rule and the fact 
that Deane, demobbed that day, could not get away in time 
to make the journey.

With young Baldwin showing good form at wing-half in 
the first 45 minutes, the Borough forwards had many good 
chances. Manship and Lapworth put in some sound work 
and between them carved out some neat openings. Early on 
Payton dropped a hot drive from Tromans on the goal-line 
and the ball only needed touching into the empty net, but no 
one was up to accept a real gift. Then, not long afterwards, 
Paul failed to chest the ball through from only a yard out.

And when the ball passed across the mouth of an open goal 
Lapworth was only a split-second too late to tap it over the 
line. Borough should have been two up at this stage, but 
from a breakaway after 22 minutes, Edwards moved into the 
middle and steered the ball into the net to give Stourbridge 
the lead. Ten minutes later, Manship sent Lapworth away. The 
winger steadied himself and dropped the ball right on Paul’s 
head for the latter to head the equaliser, but a minute before 
half-time Stourbridge again broke away and this time Salters 
scored in similar fashion to Edwards.

There is no questioning the fact that Stourbridge had all the 
best of the second half exchanges. The Borough defence was 
often in difficulties and at times Mason and Muhrberg alone 
seemed to be holding the home side in check. With Pogmore 
doing little or nothing and Greenway having to help the 
defence, Borough forwards had precious little support and 
had to fend for themselves.

When, about ten minutes after half-time Sylvester headed 
a third goal for the home side, it seemed they would win 
easily. But quickly Tromans put Borough in the fight again 
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with a sparkling effort. While his forward colleagues were 
dilly-dallying, as they so often did in this half the inside-right 
got possession, cut through, and delivered a smashing shot. 
Payton got his fingers to the ball but the pace and direction 
of the shot were too much for him and he could only help it 
further into the net.

The latter stages of the game saw Tromans trying manfully to 
infuse a little “devil” into the attack, but the other forwards 
seemed content to proceed in their own sweet way. Several 
attacks broke down in the Stourbridge penalty area and 
others came to naught through Paul and Manship preferring 
to dribble in the one instance and trying to get the ball on 
to his left foot in the other. Two players stood out in the 
Borough side – Muhrberg and Mason. The young goalkeeper 
made many fine saves in the second-half; and Mason held the 
defence together when it was showing obvious signs of wear 
and tear.

Proposed Midland Section of 
Football League
Are Nuneaton Borough Directors Interested?

Are Nuneaton Borough FC directors interested in the proposal 
for a Third Division (Midland) Section of the English League?

It is announced that South Liverpool FC, has circularised a 
number of non-league clubs who were aspirants before the 
war, regarding such a proposal. The other clubs concerned 
are Bath, Colchester, Gillingham, Hyde United, North Shields, 
Scunthorpe United, Shrewsbury Town and Wigan Athletic.

The proposal, which it is suggested should be put forward at 
the next annual meeting of the League, is for three sections 
of Division III, each of eighteen clubs, with three up and three 
down in Second Division promotion and relegation.

A meeting is to be called by the non-league clubs to discuss 
the matter further.

When shown the report, Mr Harry Watkins, chairman of the 
Borough FC directors, said that this was the first he had heard 
of the proposal.

“I don’t know what would be the opinion of my fellow 
directors,” he said, “but I think it may safely be said that they 
would always be prepared to lend an ear to any proposal 
which might lead to better class football in Nuneaton.

“A purely personal opinion is that this is a matter which 
would need to be most carefully considered. Obviously there 
is going to be a good deal of expense in regard to travelling 
and there’s always the entertainment tax to be considered. 
This takes about a third of the total gate and is crippling 
some clubs.”

Mr Watkins added that the directors might desire to discuss 
the matter, but further details would, of course, be required 
before any real discussion could take place.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 02-03-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie and Paul; Manship, Deane, Aldred.

Nuneaton travelled to the Cross Keys to take on Hednesford 
Town in a Birmingham Combination game.

It was Borough at nearly their worst in the first-half and very 
nearly at their best in the second. Both Latham and Mason 
took a long time to settle down and the result was that the 
Hednesford forwards found easy passages to the Nuneaton goal.

It came as no surprise when, after about 20 minutes’ play, 
Jones was put through down the middle and after shaking 
off all opposition beat Muhrberg from close range. Not long 
after Jenkinson got the better of Mason and lifted the ball 
over Latham’s head for Jones to head a second goal. Borough 
were having a very sticky time, and Buttery missed a sitter 
after bursting through; he only half-hit the ball and Muhrberg 
retrieved the situation. Then the ball struck the Nuneaton bar.

Borough did more of the attacking than the home side, but 
simply could not find each other with passes and attack after 
attack broke down feebly. And so it went on until about two 
minutes before half-time, when a pass found both Deane and 
Lapworth unmarked a few yards from goal. Deane got there 
first and shot into the net.

Straight after the break it became apparent that Borough 
would go for the kill. Harris pushed the forwards into action. 
His enthusiasm caught on. Manship became inspired, and 
Deane began cutting through the Hednesford defence in 
menacing style. Quickly Deane levelled the scores by running 
through and steering the ball well out of Billingham’s reach. 
Not long afterwards Paul cut through and got the better of a 
tussle with the goalkeeper, leaving him with an empty net. 
The best Billingham could do was to grab Paul by the ankle, 
causing him to fall full length. A penalty was the obvious 
award and Mason obliged with a shot which entered the net 
via the foot of the post.

A minute or so later, Deane again outwitted the home defence, 
but his shot went narrowly wide. Not to be denied Deane 
came through again almost immediately and beat the keeper 
in a race for the ball before shooting into the net to make the 
score 4-2. Borough continued in this irresistible fashion and 
Lapworth made it 5-2 after Billingham had saved from Cronin, 
and then Manship rounded off the scoring by crashing the ball 
against a defender, from whom it rebounded into the net.

National Sports Stadium and Pleasure Gardens
Subject to Approval of Local Athorities
Subject to the approval of local authorities, it is the intention 
of Warwickshire Sports Stadiums to establish at Weddington 
a national Sports Stadium and Pleasure Gardens which will 
be capable of holding fifty thousand people.

The Stadium and gardens will cater for all types of sports, 
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including football, cricket, cycling, bowling, greyhound 
racing, ice-skating, ice hockey, miniature yacht and boat 
racing, band concerts, dancing and flower shows, as well as 
for all healthy types of light entertainment and amusement.

A statement, giving these details has been made to the 
“Observer” this week by the management of Warwickshire 
Sports Stadiums.

“It is our intention,” says the statement, “to establish a Stadium 
football club with a hundred per cent, first-class football team, 
etc., and to give the people of Nuneaton and the Midlands 
displays of football, boxing, etc., equal to any in the country...”

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 09-03-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie, Deane, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Borough travelled to championship rivals Bromsgrove Rovers 
for a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough opened the scoring about mid-way through the 
opening half. Lapworth was sent away, swung the ball right 
over to Cronin who returned it into the goalmouth with his 
head, for Manship to head through near the far post.

Two of the other goals scored in this match will be discussed 
for a long time – Bromsgrove’s first and Nuneaton’s second. 
The former was a tragedy for the Borough, as Crawford 
pushed the ball out to Griffiths the referee’s whistle 
immediately sounded, presumably for offside. Griffiths 
collected the ball and fired into the net, and the referee 
awarded a goal. Deane’s goal four minutes from the end was 
reminscent of Chris Sambrook at his best. Borough were 
awarded a free-kick well out on the left wing. Harris took 
the kick and swung the ball right in front of goal. Skitt, the 
goalkeeper, and Screen, both seemed to have the ball well 
covered. They were standing so close together that Deane 
could not have forced his way between them. The centre-
forward made a headlong dive between the pair of them and 
meeting the ball with his head not more than two feet from 
the ground, planted the ball into the back of the net.

Wainwright saved his side on innumerable occasions, but 
there were times when even he could do nothing to stop the 
onslaught of the Borough forwards. Kirkaldie and Manship 
were invariably the brains behind these model forward moves, 
and it was a pity, therefore that Kirkaldie, having worked two 
perfect openings, shot against the post with the first and when 
the ball bounced straight back to him, he put the ball straight at 
the keeper; and then with the goal at his mercy, he shot almost 
straight at Skitt. The keeper could not hold the shot, however, 
and Lapworth just needed to put the ball into the empty net. 
Skitt recovered and was able to get to the ball and clear.

Borough’s goal had by far the luckiest escape of the day when 
a mix up in the visitors’ goalmouth ended in the ball landing at 
the feet of Dudley, not more than two feet from goal. He had 
only to tap the ball but seemed mesmerised and Muhrberg 
dived on the ball and Latham completed the clearance.

The result should not be looked upon as a point lost, but as a 
point earned against a thoroughly sound team. But as good 
as they undoubtedly are, the Rovers were never the equals 
of their opponents in the finer arts of the game. Time after 
time through sheer craft, the visiting forwards, again spurred 
on by the indefatigable Arthur Harris, tore gaping holes in 
the Bromsgrove defence, and but for some really grand work 
by their pivot, Wainwright, must have built up a comfortable 
winning lead. Overall this was a really grand game with 
Bromsgrove definitely lucky to escape defeat.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley United 16-03-1946 
Borough: Muhrberg; Topp and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Mason; 
Cronin, Tromans, Manship, Deane and Lapworth.

Borough welcomed Hinckley United to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup. The home side were 
without Harris, Kirkaldie and Paul.

The highlight of the game was Roy Tromans’ six goals – some 
of them were made easy by the efforts of his colleagues; 
others were the result of sound positional play and good 
finishing – and Lapworth’s feat in scoring twice direct from 
corner kicks. The goals were as near identical as goals can 
possibly be. From the same spot he swung the ball in with 
the right foot, for it to hit practically the same point of the 
far upright and rebound into the net. It is the first time I have 
seen two such goals in the same match.

Deane, who has scored in every match in which he has 
played, got two more goals, the other being scored by 
Manship. Although he only got one goal Manship was the best 
forward on the field and his skilful ball play paved the way for 
many of his side’s goals.

Bailey scored Hinckley’s first goal, taking advantage of a 
slip by Muhrberg, who failed to gather the ball. It is most 
unsual for the young goalkeeper to make a slip. Usually he 
is so sound in his handling. On the whole he had little to do 
and when Chamberlaine headed Hinckley’s second goal and 
Johnson registered their third, Muhrberg had no chance. 
Generally speaking, it was a one-sided game with Borough 
doing 90 per cent of the attacking. For all that, however, it 
provided pretty good fare for upwards of 3,000 spectators.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 23-03-1946 
Borough: Lee; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Cronin, Kirkaldie, Paul, Manship and Deane.

Borough travelled to Sheepy Road for a vital Birmingham 
Combination match against Atherstone Town. Borough had a 
new goalkeeper – Lee.

Atherstone were a goal up at half-time, following a crossfield 
pass from Jones, which found Grant. The Atherstone winger 
cut in and shook off the challenge of Baldwin and scored with a 
half-hit shot that went in off his shin. Mason badly missed from 
the penalty spot before the break, following a foul on Paul.
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Atherstone began the second-half in truly menacing style and 
piled on the pressure, but this did not last long. Soon they were 
driven back and in the last 20 minutes the game developed 
into a hectic tussle between Attwood and his colleagues and 
the Borough forwards. It was largely due to the efforts of the 
centre-half that the visitors were held out until six minutes 
from the end, when a foul on Kirkaldie led to a penalty kick, 
converted by Latham, who scored with a smashing shot.

All credit for “Adders” winning goal must go to right-half 
Jones, who made a fine dash down the right wing and put in 
a perfect centre which positively asked to be turned into the 
net. The move caught Borough defenders napping. Grant, 
the “Adders” outside-right was limping and the ball had 
been kept away from his wing for some time. Suddenly it was 
flashed out to that wing and Jones, unmarked, ran through 
and planted the ball right in front of the net for Booth to 
apply the finishing touch.

Athough both sides produced some clever football at times, 
the game was more noteworthy for its ruggedness. Some hard 
knocks were given and taken and three players – two “Adders” 
and one Borough – were spoken to by the referee. But the 
fact clearly emerges that Borough had only themselves to 
blame for defeat. They had far more scoring chances than did 
their opponents, including the missed penalty, yet they could 
produce only one goal – Latham’s penalty. Though they missed 
some easy chances, it must be conceded that they had some 
bad luck too. Once Paul headed over the goalkeeper’s head on 
to the bar, and in the second half Deane shot against the base 
of an upright, the ball rebounding against goalkeeper Arnold’s 
legs and then going clear. Yet on most of the occasions when 
chances presented themselves, Borough failed because of 
thoroughly poor finishing.

A Trip To The Moon
A trip to the moon is possible with the equipment which 
can be made today, and once the necessary practical 
experience has been gained, I do not think it will be long 
before we are able to reach out still further and visit 
other planets in our system.”

So said Mr John Lightbown, the Borough Electrical 
Engineer, in a fascinating Wellsian talk on “Interplanetary 
Travel” to the Discussion Group of the Nuneaton War 
Services Association.

After describing the conditions that would be 
encountered on such a trip, Mr Lightbown discussed the 
driving force which would carry them across space and 
the method of leaving the earth’s surface. He dismissed 
the possibility of the use of a balloon, the ordinary 
aeroplane with propeller, and jets – the inherent 
objection to a jet was that it would not work in the 
vacuum of outer space – so they were left with the rocket 
device, fuel for which presented no difficulties...

 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res 30-03-1946 
Borough: Lee; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Kirkaldie, Cronin, Deane, Manship, Lapworth.

Nuneaton welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham Combination game.

The game was almost entirely in favour of the home side. 
City showed glimpses of cleverness in midfield every now 
and again, but for the most part they lacked thrust, and were 
comfortably held by Latham and his colleagues. Neither 
Emerson, who started as leader of the attack, nor Jenkins, 
who later took over the job, could get the better of the 
Borough centre-half, with the result that Lee had little to do.

Lapworth celebrated his return to outside-left by bagging 
three of the six goals. Whatever his faults, Lapworth is surely 
the best scoring outside man in the League. Although he has 
missed several games recently, he has now scored 30 goals. 
His first goal was a clever header from Cronin’s perfect cross; 
his second followed a move into the middle, ending with a 
well-placed right-foot shot; and his third looked to be yards 
offside. In addition, he got his side a dubious penalty kick 
which justly enough, Latham placed yards wide.

Kirkaldie got a couple of goals, one of them from a free-kick 
25 yards out and the first of his brace, one of those rip-roaring 
shots of his, when Deane supplied him with a pass. Deane got 
the other goal, turning a centre by Cronin into the net.

Although, as the score suggests, Borough had an easy 
passage in this game, they were a long way from being at 
their best, for whereas on occasions they produced some 
pretty moves, at other times their play was muddled and 
lacking in inspiration. But perhaps they were not at the peak 
of their form because they were never extended.

Worcester had the misfortune to lose Jenkins midway 
through the second half, but by that time Borough were 
already four goals up, so it had little influence on the result.

 Kidderminster H. v Nuneaton Borough 06-04-1946 
Borough: Lee; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Cronin, Wannacott, Tromans, Manship, Lapworth.

Borough travelled to Kidderminster for a Birmingham 
Combination match.

Tromans, who led the attack, was so poorly supported 
that he had to chase loose balls all over the field. And with 
Manship having an off-day and Wannacott being too slow to 
keep up with Cronin – well, was it really surprising that the 
line failed to impress?

Tromans missed a sitter in the first-half, receiving a good 
pass, but being too slow in getting the ball under control 
when a first-time flick would have meant a certain goal. 
Cronin was the only forward who did himself justice, having 
Talbot on the spot all the way through and put over enough 
crosses to have brought about any amount of goals.
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In addition to Tromans’ easy first half miss and a bad blunder 
by Wannacott who, when sent clean through, shot high and 
wide over the Kidderminster bar, when a pass into the middle 
to the unmarked Tromans would have led to a goal, the 
visitors twice had a big slice of bad luck. On the first occasion, 
following a centre by Lapworth and a return header by 
Cronin, with the goalkeeper unsighted, a header by Tromans 
seemed absolutely certain to score, but Jones happened to 
be running across goal in the right direction and, as he fell, 
managed to scoop the ball away. Then a header by Mason 
struck the bar with the goalkeeper lying full-length on the 
ground, and dropped at the only spot where Lapworth could 
not force the ball over the line.

Still, for all their faults and failings, Borough always looked 
the more likely winning side until 20 minutes from the end, 
when Zambra, the Kidderminster wing-half, following a 
corner, lifted the ball in from long range. Lee, who hitherto 
had handled so confidently that it seemed he never would be 
beaten, was probably unsighted until the last second. He got 
his hands to the ball, but it dropped behind him into the net.

Then came what was the biggest blunder of the match. 
Although there was still 20 minutes left to play, and ample 
time left to pull the game round, the goal was a signal for 
team changes and Wannacott and Tromans were sent to right 
and left back respectively and Mason and Harris moved up 
front. It was the beginning of the end, for a defence which up 
to that point had repelled most of the home side’s attacks 
with ease, became extremely shaky and conceded two 
further goals.

Death of Walter Higginson
The funeral will take place at Stockingford Parish Church 
of the young former Nuneaton Borough footballer, 
Walter Higginson, who during the war years assisted the 
first eleven both at centre-half and right-half, when the 
Borough were playiing in the Nuneaton Combination.

Son of Mr and Mrs W. Higginson, of 23 Clifton Road, 
Stockingford, Nuneaton, he died in Queen Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, Birmingham.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 13-04-1946 
Borough: Lee; Mason and Baldwin; Greenway, Latham and Harris; 
Cronin, Geary, Deane, Bolan and Lapworth.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Banbury took the lead after 30 minutes when Davidson 
planted a header out of the reach of Lee, in the Borough goal, 
following a corner kick by Christie. Davidson’s opening goal 
was neutralised about six minutes before the break, when 
Lapworth, running through down the middle, was cut clean 
out by Salmond, the ex-Portsmouth centre-half. From the 
penalty shot, Latham smashed in a terrific shot, which flew 

into the net. The keeper, having been struck by the ball on the 
way in, collapsed and did not come round for five minutes, 
but was able to continue after the break.

The winning goal came less than five minutes after half-time 
and was scored by Bolan, who had travelled all the way 
from Lowestoft to play. He came through with the ball at 
his feet and then fired in a grand shot from 30 yards, which 
had Taylor beaten all the way. A few minutes later, Bolan 
put in another smashing drive which had the goalkeeper 
hopelessly beaten.

Luckily for Banbury, but unluckily for the player, Salmond ran 
into the shot, which completely laid him out. Then Lapworth, 
with an equally fine shot, shaved the outside of the post with 
Taylor at the other end of his goal; and finally from a free-
kick, Latham grazed the bar with another smashing drive, 
again with Taylor well beaten.

One save by Lee stood out, early in the first half the ball 
was pushed through to Davidson who seemed well offside. 
The player obviously considered himself offside and stopped 
playing. Then, realising that the whistle had not gone, 
Davidson moved forward, but before he could get in a 
shot, Lee had dived at his feet and smothered the ball. 
Most of the excitement, however, was around the Banbury 
goal, especially in the second half, and with the least bit of 
luck Borough would have won the match by a much more 
convincing margin.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 17-04-1946 

Borough travelled to the Moorlands home of Moor Green for 
a Birmingham Comination fixture and were easily beaten by 
the hosts in a one-sided match.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 20-04-1946 

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Although they attacked for three-parts of this match, Borough 
lost 2-1, mainly due to poor team work and weak forward 
play. Indeed, Borough had enough chances to have won the 
game comfortably, yet it was not until eight minutes from the 
end that Greenway reduced the two goal lead established by 
Stourbridge in the first 14 minutes of the game.

There was a good deal of criticism when a much weakened 
Borough side took the field, and this increased as the game 
progressed. But the criticism was ill-directed, for it was 
not until Friday night that Harris was notified that Latham 
would be playing for Villa Reserves. The player-manager 
then received a letter from Bolan, stating that a blistered 
foot suffered in the Banbury game had turned septic. To cap 
things off Cronin and Deane failed to turn up without any 
explanation whatsoever.

In the end Weir, the Reserves’ centre-half, had to fill Latham’s 
place – and he did well. Tromans went to the right wing as 
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partner to Kirkaldie; and Jones, a soldier on leave, led the 
attack. The result was a thoroughly disjointed team which, 
although attacking heavily, seldom looked like getting goals.

It was the same old trouble, the inside men hanging back and 
leaving the centre-forward to fend for himself. Surely it is better 
to have five forwards than five halves, especially when a team 
has conceded a couple of early goals. So long as Kirkaldie and 
Manship – both shadows of their former selves – realise that, 
this hanging back near the half-way line is leading nowhere, 
the better. But it is too late now. The damage has been done; 
the League Championship is well and truly lost.

Stourbridge won this game because they accepted a couple 
of chances, whereas Borough had many such opportunities, 
and seldom looked like accepting them. The silliest of goal-
scoring opportunities went by the board with a consistency 
which must have made the Stourbridge defenders feel very 
happy. And they also had a weakened side out.

The one bright spot in an otherwise truly poor showing was 
Weir’s performance at centre-half. There were occasions, 
especially in the second half, when he seemed to be the one 
obstacle between the Stourbridge attackers and Lee, the 
goalkeeper. But the least said about this game – and the 
one at Moor Green – the better. They are best forgotten. It is 
inconceivable that a team which, once upon a time played so 
brilliantly, should have cracked up so alarmingly.

There is little point in blaming the referee for having given an  
offside decision for what appeared a perfectly good Kirkaldie 
goal late in the first half. The fact is that the “goal” should 
never have had any bearing on the result whatsoever. Baker 
and Clark scored for Stourbridge and Greenway replied for 
the Borough.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 22-04-1946 

Borough journeyed to Tamworth to play the penultimate 
game of the 1945-46 Birmingham Combination season.

Borough should have won this game with ease. Playing better 
football than they had for weeks, there were times, especially 
in the last half-an-hour, when they had the Tamworth 
defenders running all over the place; but it was the same old 
story – they could not finish.

Borough had Latham at right back – a position he filled 
admirably – Mason in his old position at centre-half, Johnson 
led the attack, while Keebles, the former Exhall Colliery 
player, was inside to Kirkaldie, who went on to the wing.

This brought about a vast improvement in the Borough’s 
play, and it was therefore a thousand pities that they should 
not have been able to translate their obviously superior play 
into goals. The reason they did not do this was largely the 
result of the pitifully weak shooting of Manship, who ought to 
have won the game himself. Four times he missed the most 
ridiculously easy scoring chances from perfect positions only 
a few yards out. Had he and Lapworth been half as good as 

Keebles and Kirkaldie, there could not have been any doubt 
as to the result.

It was unfortunate that Johnson should have missed a chance 
after giving his side the lead with a picture goal inside four 
minutes. When Kirkaldie put across a perfect centre, Johnson 
placed the ball beautifully with his head, giving King no 
chance whatsoever. A few minutes later, he dashed through, 
tricked the defence, got the ball where he wanted it, and then 
shot straight at King. Then after Manship had missed a sitter, 
Johnson bore his way through again, got the better of E. Smith, 
had only King facing him, only to be brought down by the 
Tamworth full-back. Fortunately, it was just outside the area. 

There is little doubt that Johnson’s presence had a material 
part in the visitors’ big improvement. He was always a 
menace to the Tamworth defence, and kept Wood busy all 
the while. Keebles made an admirable partner for Kirkaldie, 
who played grandly on the wing, especially before half-time, 
when neither Tucker nor Johnson, could do much with him. 
It was typical of Borough’s luck when, towards the end, and 
with the score 2-1 against them, Keebles should have hit a 
post with King nowhere near.

Mason, Latham and Baldwin were oustanding in defence. 
Tamworth were in luck’s way throughout, and had much 
for which to thank Manship. His shocking misses presented 
them with the points. Reinforced by Eric Smith, who has 
been playing on and off for Leicester City first team recently, 
Boonham, Aston Villa Reserves’ centre-forward, and King, 
a brother of the Birmingham goalkeeper, Tamworth played 
hard, but could never approach the Borough except in the 
important art of making the best of their chances. But that 
was enough to give them the points.

Johnson opened Borough’s account after four minutes; 
Hinsley levelled the scores after Lee had failed to hold a ball 
from F. Smith; and shortly before half-time, Boonham put 
the home side ahead with a fast ground shot following a 
scramble in the Borough penalty area. Both before and after 
these two Tamworth goals, Borough should have made the 
game safe.

Borough and League Maximum Wages Rule
Efforts To Get It Quashed Fail
Efforts to secure for next season the deletion of the 
Birmingham Combination Football League rule stipulating 
a £2 per match maximum wage were made by Mr F. J. Perry 
(vice-chairman of Nuneaton Borough FC) at a meeting of the 
League last Thursday.

Mr Perry secured a thorough discussion on the rule, and the 
voting resulted in a tie – seven for and seven against. The 
League chairman then gave his casting vote in favour of the 
retention. Two of the clubs – Birmingham City and Moor Green 
– did not vote, while the Hednesford Club was not represented.

Having regard to the fact that the issue was decided only on 
the casting vote of the chairman and that since the meeting 
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English League players’ wages have been upgraded it is the 
intention of Borough FC directors to raise the matter again at 
the annual meeting in June.

They feel that the rule is not in the best interests of the 
League, as good players – such as Lane who in his one game 
for Nuneaton scored three goals against Birmingham A – are 
going to clubs in other Leagues where there is no such rule. 
And who can blame them?

The directors’ move last Thursday and their intended move 
at the annual meeting of the League should dispel the utterly 
false rumours which have been doing the rounds since the 
fortunes of the club began to decline as to the wages they 
have been paying their players.

Arthur Harris’ Contract To Expire
Arthur Harris, Borough FC player-
manager, whose contract with the club 
expires tomorrow, states that he had 
received offers of engagement which 
will afford him more scope.

 Nuneaton Borough v Kidderminster H. 02-05-1946 

Borough welcomed Kidderminster Harrier to Manor Park 
for the final game of the 1945-46 Birmingham Combination 
season.

Borough won for the first time in four games with a 2-0 win. 
Johnson and Lapworth got the goals.

 Nuneaton Borough v C&NW League Select 04-05-1946 

Borough welcomed a Coventry and North Warwickshire 
League Select XI to Manor Park for a friendly encounter for 
the benefit of A. Ward, who broke his leg while playing in the 
C&NW League.

Borough ran out 4-2 winners with goals from Keebles (2), 
Kirkaldie and Mason.

Dickie Mason Signs For Coventry
It is reported that Dickie Mason, captain of Nuneaton 
Borough FC during the season just ended, has been 
signed by Coventry City FC.

Mason, who lives at Arley, was one of the stalwarts of the 
Borough side, playing many fine games at centre-half.

Yesterday week, he captained the Rest of the 
Birmingham Combination against the champions, 
Darlaston, and was the outstanding man of the match. 
Borough signed him from Haunchwood Institute, which 
side he captained in the Nuneaton Combination. Prior to 
that he played for Arley Rectory.

Nuneaton Stadium Promoters Applying For 
Southern League
Plans of the proposed national sports stadium and 
pleasure gardens at Weddington, state the promoters, 
have now been forwarded to Nuneaton Borough Council.

The promoters also state that application has been 
made for admittance to the Southern League of the FA 
and that they hope to come to an arrangement with the 
Borough Council and Nuneaton Borough FC whereby the 
Stadium Club could use Manor Park ground on alternate 
Saturdays with the Borough FC as the stadium ground 
would not be ready in time for next season.

By this arrangement, if the application to the Southern 
League were successful, Nuneaton soccer enthusiasts 
would be provided with Southern League football one 
Saturday and Birmingham Combination football the next.

1945-46 Season Review
Grand Opening – Dismal Finish
If ever a team had a chance to win a league championship 
– and if ever a team neglected that chance – surely it was 
Nuneaton Borough FC. For three parts of the season just ended 
they had Birmingham Combination honours well within their 
keeping, but were just not good enough to clinch matters when 
they came up against difficulties and sustained competition.

There can be no point in blinking the eye to the fact that 
a talented team, a team which at its best certainly had no 
superiors in the league, failed to stay the course. Players 
became stale, enthusiasm flagged, and their hitherto brilliant 
team work fizzled out.

It is hard to find a valid reason for so clever a side fading out 
in this manner. It puzzled the directors every bit as much as it 
puzzled the team’s supporters.

One thing is very obvious – and that is that from the club’s 
standpoint the guest player system has not proved wholly 
successful. For in the games where their services were so 
badly required, fate decreed that they should be required by 
their own clubs. For that reason the officials have decided 
there will be no guests next season. Only the club’s own 
players will be turned out.

Points Frittered Away
Certainly the team did not have the very best of luck. 
Five points were lost through last-minute goals – points 
which would have made a very great difference to their 
championship prospects; but, even so, they had ample 
opportunities of pulling things round, yet they just couldn’t 
make the grade. Points were frittered away with alarming 
frequency in the concluding weeks. Nothing seemed to be 
able to get them back on the winning trail.
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Still, right up to March 23, when they visited Kidderminster, 
the championship was a very open affair, as their chief 
contenders, Darlaston and Bromsgrove, had also made slips. 
It was therefore a tragedy that for that vital game, the visitors 
had to take the field without Kirkaldie and Deane. This, on 
top of the fact that Paul, then the club’s chief goalscorer, had 
been out of the side some time owing to an ankle injury. 
The result was defeat by three clear goals.

Final Knock-Out
But the final knock-out did not actually come until April 18, 
when they lost 3-0 at Moor Green. Another defeat at home 
on the Saturday before Easter, when Stourbridge won 2-1 at 
Manor Park, followed by a 2-1 reverse at Tamworth on Easter 
Monday, completely put paid to their chances.

It was all most disappointing, indeed vexing. For here was a 
team quite capable of big things – a team which had given 
some really grand displays, but which, for all that, could not 
survive the test when things were not going well with them.

Centre-Forward Trouble
A good deal of trouble towards the end of the season was due 
to there being no recognised centre-forward in the side. Long 
before he finally gave up, Paul, hitherto a prolific goalscorer, 
had been labouring under difficulties. Persistent ankle 
trouble had been affecting his play for some little time.

Till then Paul had been one of the mainstays of the side. His 
dash and ability to get goals made him a much-marked man. 
He received some rare bumps and buffetings, but always came 
up smiling, and his enthusiasm was infectious. Deane made 
a highly capable substitute as leader of the attack. Here, too, 
was a player of ability; a real worker and a good shot.

Goals At A Premium
Then came his injury against Worcester – an injury which 
kept him out of the game for the rest of the season. With 
the departure of Paul and Deane went the marksmen-in-
chief. After that goals were at a premium; the forward line 
always appeared to be struggling. And with certain defenders 
showing signs of tiring – well, down went the club’s stock. 
And the team’s championship prospects slumped with every 
succeeding game.

There is no point in going at length into players’ form. The 
fact is that everything in the garden appeared rosy until 
difficulties, such as injuries to players presented themselves. 
Then things began to happen. The teamwork, so much 
a feature of their previous successes, went completely 
haywire; individualism crept into their play, and from that 
point onwards the team always seemed to be struggling. 
Confidence vanished; the ability to fight back almost 
completely disappeared.

That is the story of this first post-war season – a season which 
opened so promisingly and finished so dismally. There have 

been some obvious weaknesses in the side. These were 
evident to most people; but it was much less evident why 
some players should have so completely lost their form. 
Seemingly it all boils down to the fact that nothing succeeds 
like success and when things go wrong – well it takes a good 
man to keep his chin up.

Runners-Up
The club finished runners-up to Darlaston, their league record 
being: P32 W19 D4 L9 F113 A58 Pts 42. The goalscorers were 
Paul 31, Lapworth 31, Manship 23, Kirkaldie 20, Deane 14, 
Mason 7, Tromans 7, Greenway 5, Cronin 4, Lane 3, Davis 
3, Dickie 2, Harris 2, Bolan 2, Baldwin 2, White 2, Latham 2, 
Johnson 2.

National Stadium Plans Turned Down
“Going Elsewhere” – Promoters
According to Mr C. F. Fitzgerald, one of the promoters, 
Nuneaton Town Council has turned down plans of the 
Warwickshire Sports Stadium for a national sports stadium at 
Weddington.

He told the “Observer” yesterday that they intend to proceed 
with alternative plans elsewhere.

The reasons for the Council’s decision, conveyed in a letter 
from the Town Clerk to Mr Fitzgerald, are:-

 1.  The scheme would do serious injury to existing 
amenities, and the land at Weddington is particularly 
valuable for residential development.

 2.  There is no drainage system shown in the scheme 
and the land to be used for the stadium is outside the 
existing sewerage system.

 3.  The exits shown in the plans open on to land that is not 
in the ownship of the applicants.

The council’s rejection of their scheme was considered at 
a meeting of Warwickshire Sports Stadiums on Wednesday 
night. The promoters then decided to accept the decision, 
and proceed with an alternative elsewhere.

Commenting on the Council’s reasons for rejecting the 
scheme, Mr Fitzgerald said that after the usual notices were 
published in the Press asking for objections to the scheme, 
if any, he understood that one only was forthcoming. The 
promoters themselves made a survey at Weddington and not 
one of the residents objected to the plans.

Counts For Nothing
“Apparently the opinions of the townspeople count for 
nothing,” said Mr Fitzgerald, “and their Council’s attitude has 
lost the proposition to Nuneaton. We cannot afford to lose 
any more time and intend to proceed with alternative plans.

Mr Fitzgerald added that when the matter of sewerage was 
discussed with the Council’s committee they appeared 
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agreeable to co-operate in the provision of the necessary 
drainage with the promoters to pay the cost.

The statement that the land on which exits would open was 
not in their ownship, he said, was debatable. In any case, 
plans could have been amended to suit the Council, but the 
promoters were not prepared and could not afford to waste 
any more time with Nuneaton.

Three Years’ Lease of Manor Park
Nuneaton Borough Council has agreed to let Manor Park 
Sports Ground to Nuneaton Borough FC, for the next 
three seasons at a rent of £100 per season, plus heating, 
lighting and water charges.

The football club is to carry out, at their own cost, certain 
interior repairs to the dressing rooms, etc., and the 
agreement is subject to the requirements of the Education 
Committee and to the Council having the right to resume 
possession and have the use of the ground at any time.

The applications of the Warwickshire Sports Stadium and 
the Nuneaton Athletic Club for the use of the ground on 
Saturdays and Thursday, respectively, were not granted.

An application on behalf of Messrs. R. A. Perry; N. F. 
Richards and W. Gilbert for a lease of the ground was 
also refused.

Birmingham Combination
Final Table 1945-1946 
 P W D L F A Pts
Darlaston 32 22 4  6 117  62 48
Nuneaton Borough 32 19 4  9 113  58 42
Bromsgrove Rovers 32 19 4  9 103  91 42
Atherstone Town 32 18 4 10  91  64 40
Dudley Town 32 17 6  9  92  65 40
Kidderminster Harriers 32 15 6 11  75  57 36
Birmingham City “A” 32 16 4 12  83  65 36
Stourbridge 32 17 2 13  90  78 36
Coventry City “A” 32 12 5 15  73  80 29
Moor Green 32 13 3 16  85  94 29
Walsall Reserves 32 11 6 15  63  82 28
Wolves “A” 32 11 5 16  83  93 27
Banbury Spencer 32 10 7 15  56  79 27
Worcester City Res 32 12 1 19  76 102 25
Hednesford 32  9 6 17  65  89 24
Tamworth 32  9 5 18  76 108 23
B’ham City Transport 32  4 4 24  43 117 12

Bedworth Has Football Aspirations
Bedworth, apparently, has football aspirations. An 
application on behalf of Bedworth United FC for 
admission to the Birmingham Combination Football 
League was made at the annual meeting last Thursday 
night, but was unsuccessful.

Ex-Griff Cricketer To Umpire Test Match
Nuneaton sportsmen will join us in congratulating Jack 
Smart, the former Griff Colliery and Chilvers Coton and 
Warwickshire County cricketer, on his appointment 
as one of the umpires for the first Test match between 
England and India, beginning at Lord’s tomorrow. Smart 
was one of the umpires in the recent Test trial on the 
same ground.

The Smart’s are the best-known local family of cricketers. 
Jack, his brother Cyril, and their father, Tom Smart, all 
being members of the Coton side at the same time.

Later Jack and Cyril joined the Warwickshire County 
Club, where Jack made a name for himself as successor 
to the famous England wicket-keeper, E. J. (Tiger) Smith, 
who is now coach to the Club.

His brother did not stay long with the County Club, going 
to Wales, later throwing in his lot with the Glamorgan 
County Club, and becoming one of their outstanding 
all-rounders.

During his ten years with the County, Jack was known as 
the resident comedian, whose wise-cracks kept the party 
alive during the long waits in the pavilion.

On finishing his active playing career, Jack took up 
umpiring and was put on the official list of county 
umpires a few years before the war.

Jack still lives in the Nuneaton area, with his home being 
in Greenmoor Road.

Birmingham and District League to Restart
The Birmingham and District League has been revived.

At a meeting at the Crown Hotel, Corporation Street, 
Birmingham, on Monday night, it was decided to restart 
next season, and applications from Aston Villa, Kettering 
Town, Hereford United, Wellington Town, Halesowen 
Town, Oswestry Town, Gloucester City and Cheltenham 
Town were accepted.

The meeting was adjourned until June 23 for the 
consideration of further applications.
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Hednesford Town — 1st 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton made the journey to the 
Cross Keys to take on Hednesford in a 
1st Qualifying Round tie.
Nuneaton: Watson; Harris and Baldwin; 
Greenway, Mason and Davies; Kirkaldie, 
Kendall, Paul, Manship and Lapworth.

Enforced defensive changes threw a 
spanner in the Borough goal-scoring 
machine and it never looked like 
settling down to real business. The 
Nuneaton forwards badly missed Bolan 
and Harris, in his normal role, as they 
rarely received the right kind of passes 
and generally speaking they had to 
fetch the ball  themselves.

Kendall found the pace too hot for him 
and quickly tired after a bright start. 
The forward line as a whole did not 
function with Manship decidedly off-
colour, Paul, Kirkaldie and Lapworth 
mainly had to fend for themselves. 
Things did not improve when Lapworth 
had three teeth removed in a first-half 
collision with an opponent.

Paul was again the best of the line, 
without being anything like so effective 
in his finishing as in previous games. 
He missed one or two chances, but was 
not alone in that respect.  Indeed, the 
game was noteworthy for the chances 
missed as both sets of forwards . 
Hednesford were every bit as bad 
as the visitors. They had as many 
opportunities of scoring as did the 
Borough, but could only manage to 
turn two of them to account – and one 
of them was a penalty converted at the 
second attempt.

Generally speaking, it was a decidedly 
scrappy game with very few moves 
worthy of the name. Nuneaton’s two 
best players were Mason and full- 
back Baldwin.

Borough took the lead after about 20 
minutes when Paul raced through on 
the left and put the ball in front of goal 
for Kirkaldie to score with ease. Twelve 
minutes later, after Forrester had hit 
the Nuneaton bar, another Hednesford 

attack had the Borough defence in a 
tangle. The ball hung about in front 
of the net for quite a little time before 
Forrester with a clear opening, shot it 
into the net.

About midway through the second half 
Hednesford went ahead through the 
medium of a penalty kick when Harris 
handled the ball in the area. Buttery, 
the former Wolves’ player shot straight 
at Watson, who was unable to hold the 
slippery ball and following up, Buttery 
shot into the net.

After this goal, Harris did the only thing 
possible. He and Kendall changed 
places – and for the first time in the 
game did Nuneaton forwards begin 
to get together. The move was quickly 
successful. A quarter of an hour from 
the end Harris weaved his way through 
and placed the ball in front of the goal 
for Lapworth to head the equaliser.

Manor Park Cup-Tie 
Fiasco
Hednesford Failed to Fulfil Engagement
What should have been Nuneaton 
Borough FC’s FA Cup Replay with 
Hednesford Town at Manor Park 
yesterday (Thursday, September 27th), 
proved a fiasco, with Hednesford failing 
to fulfil the engagement.

Shortly before mid-day, by which time 
it was much too late either to notify 
the public or their players, Borough 
received a telegram from Hednesford 
to the effect that notice of the replay 
had been received too late to get their 
players together.

It will be recalled that the game at 
Hednesford last Saturday ended in a 
draw of two goals each. Hednesford 
desired extra time to be played, but 
the visitors declined, holding that they 
were entitled to a replay.

The facts were reported to the FA who, 
obviously upholding Nuneaton’s view-
point, ordered that the game should 
be replayed at Manor Park yesterday 
afternoon at 3.15pm.

Notification to this effect was received 
by the Borough Club by Wednesday 
morning’s post and players were 
immediately notified.

Presumably Hednesford would have 
received the replay notification at the 
same time.

Immediately on receiving the telegram 
from Hednesford, the Borough officials 
reported the matter to the FA – and it is 
now in their hands.

There were over 400 spectators outside 
the ground at 3pm and others were 
rolling up. All the Borough players 
put in an appearance. It is stated 
that the Borough officials are claiming 
the match.

It is understood that Mr E. A. Eden 
(secretary of the Birmingham FA) 
yesterday received a letter from the 
Hednesford secretary stating that as he 
did not get home until late at night, it 
was too late to get the team together.

Mr Eden informed Borough officials 
that he had no jurisdiction in the 
matter, and that the facts had been 
communicated to the FA.

Hednesford Town — 1st 
Qualifying Round Replay
Borough welcomed Hednesford to 
Manor Park for a FA Cup 1st Qualifying 
Round Replay.

Borough’s forwards are getting the 
goals, but the defence is conceding 
them all too easily. The weaknesses are 
apparent and need to be remedied.

Only the bulldog spirit of Ray Paul 
pulled his side out of a sticky mess in 
Monday’s game, for though crocked, 
he headed two grand goals in the last 
five minutes – one from a Dickie corner 
and the other from a Lapworth centre 
– to give his side victory when the 
possibility of Hednesford forcing a draw 
and extra time was staring the home 
side right in the face.

As has been their wont recently, 
Borough set off at a cracking pace and 
within 20 minutes had three goals 
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on the board – and everything in the 
garden seemed rosy.

For up to that period, indeed up to half-
time, Hednesford seldom appeared 
likely even to make a fight of it. But 
afterwards the visitors began to get 
together, and the Nuneaton defenders 
didn’t like it. They became jittery and 
it was no surprise when Forrester 
reduced the lead. Now the Borough 
defence became thoroughly rattled. 
Goal number two arrived through the 
medium of Jones.

Borough were definitely losing their 
grip on the game. A third – and 
equalising goal – looked  imminent 
when Hednesford went away again. 
Only cruel luck robbed them of that 
equaliser, for with Watson well beaten, 
a shot struck a Nuneaton upright. 
Everybody gave a sigh of relief.

Among the spectators there began talk 
of extra time being likely. Then Paul got 
those two goals, and Hednesford were 
out of the Cup, thanks to the forwards, 
but not the defence.

Player-manager Harris realised only 
too well where the weaknesses lay, 
and is determined to do something 
about them. Weak play behind them is 
upsetting a fine half-back line. Mason 
dare hardly move up the field in support 
of his forwards for fear of other players’ 
mistakes. That is not good for the team.

Borough deserved to win – but 
Hednesford took the honours for a 
truly grand fight. Paul (4) and Lapworth 
scored for the winners and Forrester 
and Jones for Hednesford.

Worcester City — 2nd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Southern League 
Worcester City to Manor Park for a 2nd 
Qualifying round FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Wood; Brophy and Bolan; Harris, 
Mason and Greenway; Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, 
Manship and Lapworth.

The two outstanding features of this 
FA Cup tie were Nuneaton’s team 
work and brilliant goalkeeping by 

Weston for Worcester. Borough’s better 
combination won them the day, but 
Weston did his best to rob them of the 
success they so richly deserved.

There was an abundance of good 
football, largely from the home 
side, but Weston saved on dozens of 
occasions when all seemed lost. His 
judgment and positioning either to 
parry a shot or to punch away a header 
was uncanny; in fact he alone saved his 
side from a much heavier reverse.

Although only one goal separated the 
two teams at the end of 90 minutes 
of football, which kept the 5,000 or so 
spectators yelling with excitement, 
Borough were possibly two or three 
goals the better side.

City’s team work never reached – or 
even looked like reaching – the high 
standard set by Borough, indeed 
about the only time they really 
looked like forcing a replay was late 
in the game when the referee failed 
to notice an offside flag and allowed 
Davidson to carry on. Things looked 
bad for a moment, but after a hectic 
struggle, Borough’s new keeper, Wood, 
eventually got the ball.

Wood had hardly anything to do 
throughout the game, but inspired 
confidence in a defence that has in 
recent matches conceded goals all 
too easily.

Brophy made one or two glaring 
mistakes, but it is obvious that all he 
needs to furnish the last safety prop in 
the defence is another game or two. In 
any event he was a great improvement 
on other right backs.

The only goal of the match was scored 
by Paul after 33 minutes following a 
Lapworth corner. Weston was unable 
to clear Bolan’s header and before he 
could recover the centre-forward had 
the ball in the net. Despite his earlier 
misses, Paul again led the attack with 
fine dash and determination. But so 
well did every player do his job that 
it would be invidious to individualise. 
It was team work at its very best. City 

could not withstand it and had to admit 
defeat for the first time this season. 

Worcester City Protest
It was announced yesterday that 
Nuneaton Borough FC officials 
had received a letter from the FA, 
stating that Worcester City had 
protested against Bolan, who 
was a member of the side that 
defeated them 1-0 in the last 
round of the FA Cup.

The letter pointed out, however, 
that the protest had not been 
handed in within the prescribed 
period and, therefore, was not 
valid, but asked for the club’s 
observations on the matter.

In view of this the club officials 
are asking for a ruling as to the 
eligibility or otherwise of players 
in the Cup Competition, and until 
that ruling has been received the 
selection of the team to meet 
Bournville at Manor Park has had 
to be postponed.

Bournville Athletic — 3rd 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton welcomed Bournville Athletic 
to Manor Park for a 3rd Qualifying 
Round FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton (selected from): Watson, Brophy, 
Topp, Baldwin, Greenway, Mason, Harris, 
Dickie, Kirkaldie, Paul, Carter, Lapworth, 
Morrow, Davis and Boon.

Another big crowd, of over 4,000 
spectators, saw Borough open quietly, 
slowly get the measure of their 
opponents and then sail in full steam 
ahead for the kill. Bournville displayed 
any amount of pluck, but courage 
alone was not sufficient to keep in 
check this finely knitted Borough side.

On this form, and indeed on their form 
so far this season, Borough would 
have beaten a far better side than 
Bournville, for there was distinction 
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in all they did. At times their football 
reached a particularly high standard, 
and the Bournville defenders scarcely 
knew which way to turn in the face of 
some of their skilful moves.

It was another exhibition of team-work 
at it best and brightest. The defence 
was seldom in real trouble, and a 
particularly pleasing feature was the 
vastly improved form of Brophy at right 
full back. Obviously the training he 
had done on the Leicester City ground 
during the week had been justified. 
Baldwin scarcely put a foot wrong and 
with the halves and forwards again 
at the peak of their form it was not 
surprising that Bournville should have 
wilted, in the end.

Harris and Greenway gave excellent 
support to the forwards and the 
whole front line played skilfully with 
Jack Kirkaldie playing some copy-
book football. Manship showed some 
improvement over recent games and 
Paul and Manship were again the 
marksmen-in-chief, getting a couple of 
goals each. Paul and Dickie completed 
a smart attack.

After a bright start the visitors were 
subdued. So well did the Borough 
defenders cover Watson that the 
goalkeeper only very occasionally had 
to exert himself.

Paul got Borough’s opening goal with a 
clever header from Lapworth’s corner 
kick after 33 minutes and two minutes’ 
later from another Lapworth corner 
kick Kirkaldie slammed the ball into 
the net. Five minutes after half-time 
Manship missed near goal, but the ball 
went out to Lapworth who beat the 
unsighted goalkeeper with a neatly 
placed shot .

Thirteen minutes later the outside 
left cleverly shot through just inside 
the post. Paul ran right through to net 
number five. Greenway netted the next 
following a scramble in the Bournville 
goalmouth. Manship made it seven; 
Tilson replied for the Cocoamen and 
near the end after Manship had been 
brought down in the penalty area, 
Mason rounded off the scoring with a 
hard drive from the spot. 

Borough FC Fined
It is understood that the Nuneaton 
Borough FC has been fined by the FA 
following upon Worcester City’s protest 
about Bolan having been included in 
the Borough side that defeated them 
1-0 in the FA Cup on October 6.

It will be recalled that, when notifying 
the Borough club that the Worcester 
City protest had been received too late 
to be heard, the FA asked for the club’s 
observations on the matter.

The Borough stated what was their 
interpretation of the “guest” player 
rule and, at the same time, asked 
for a ruling. 

There was a special meeting of the 
directors to examine the position 
arising out of the FA’s decision in view 
of the circumstances which may arise in 
the next – and final qualifying – round 
of the competition, which is due to be 
played tomorrow week.

Borough has been drawn away to 
Shrewsbury Town in this round. 
Shrewsbury are among the strongest 
teams in the Midlands League and it 
was recently announced that their new 
manager, Mr Leslie Knighton, formerly 
manager of Chelsea, has secured the 
transfers of Hughes (New Brighton), 
Maund (Nottingham Forest), Bailey 

(Oldham Athletic), Jones (Crewe), and 
Stretin (Derby County).

He is also said to be trying to secure 
the signature of Billy Richardson (West 
Bromwich Albion).

Borough Struck Out 
of FA Cup
And Fined Ten Guineas
Nuneaton Borough have been ruled 
out of the FA Cup and fined ten guineas 
for playing “guest” players against 
Bournville. Bournville have been 
reinstated in the competition and will 
visit Shrewsbury Town in the fourth 
qualifying round on Saturday.

Mr A. Barnett, secretary of the Borough 
FC, received a telegram from Mr Rous, 
secretary of the FA on Monday evening. 
It stated that a letter was following.

Instead of going to Shrewsbury on 
Saturday, Borough will now be at home 
to Bromsgrove Rovers in a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Mr Barnett explained that after 
receiving the letter from the FA 
regarding Worcester City’s protest, 
the directors asked for a ruling on the 
question of playing guest players in 
their match against Bournville.

Unfortunately, a reply was not received 
before the match, which placed the 
directors in a quandary. They decided 
to keep faith with their supporters by 
fielding the strongest possible side – 
with the unfortunate result of the club 
being struck out of the competition 
and fined.

The directors feel sure that, under 
the circumstances, the public will 
sympathise with them.
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1945-46   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.25* Morris Motors H F 7-1 Lapworth (3), Paul (2), Bolan, Manship
09.01 Dudley Town A L 5-3 Lapworth (3), Manship (2)
09.08 Wolves “A” H L 4-4 Manship (2), Paul, Lapworth
09.15 Walsall Reserves H L 4-0 Lapworth (2), Manship, Paul
09.22 Hednesford Town A FAC 1Q 2-2 Kirkaldie, Lapworth
09.29 Darlaston H L 5-3 Paul (3), Lapworth (2)
10.01 Hednesford Town H FAC 1Q Replay 5-2 Paul (4), Lapworth
10.06 Worcester City H FAC 2Q 1-0 Paul 5000+
10.13 Birmingham City Transport A L 5-0 Lapworth (2), Paul (2), Manship
10.20** Bournville Athletic H FAC 3Q 8-1  Paul (2), Lapworth (2), Manship, Mason, Greenway, 

Kirkaldie
10.27 Hednesford Town H L 3-0 Kirkaldie (2), Paul
11.03 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 11-1  Paul (3), Manship (3), Lapworth (2), Dickie, Kirkaldie, 

Mason (pen)
11.10 Birmingham City “A” A L 2-2 Manship, Mason (pen)
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1945-46   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
11.17 Atherstone Town H L 2-3 Kirkaldie, Manship 6500
11.24 Worcester City Res A L 4-2 Manship (2), Harris, Paul
12.01 Banbury Spencer H L 8-2 Greenway (3), Paul (3), Manship (2)
12.08* W.B.A. “A” H F 7-1 Kirkaldie (3), Davis (3), Dickie
12.15 Stourbridge  A L 2-1 Kirkaldie (2)
12.22 Tamworth H L 5-0 Paul (3), Manship, Kirkaldie
12.25 Coventry City Res A L 4-0 Paul, White, Mason (pen), Harris
12.26 Coventry City Res H L 2-0 Manship, Kirkaldie 5500+
12.29 Dudley Town H L 2-3 Mason (pen), White
01.05 Wolves “A” A L 3-3 Kirkaldie (3)
01.12 Tamworth A BSC 1 2-2 Manship, Lapworth
01.19 Walsall Reserves A L 2-3 Lapworth, Mason
01.24 Tamworth H BSC 1 Replay 5-2 Lapworth (3), C. Baldwin (2)
01.26 Birmingham City “A” H L 5-1 Lane (3), Deane (2)   c3000
02.02 Darlaston A L 1-3 Deane
02.09 Moor Green H L 6-3 Kirkaldie (2), Cronin (2), Deane, Rooney (o.g.)
02.16 Birmingham City Transport H L 7-3 Deane (3), Cronin (2), Paul (2)
02.23 Stourbridge A BSC 2 2-3 Paul, Tromans
03.02 Hednesford Town A L 6-2 Deane (3), Lapworth, Manship, Mason
03.09 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 2-2 Manship, Deane
03.16 Hinckley United  H NHC Final 11-3 Tromans (6), Lapworth (2), Deane (2), Manship
03.23 Atherstone Town A L 1-2 Latham (pen)
03.30 Worcester City Res H L 6-1 Lapworth (3), Kirkaldie (2), Deane
04.06 Kidderminster Harriers A L 0-3
04.13 Banbury Spencer A L 2-1 Latham (pen), Bolan
04.17 Moor Green A L 0-3
04.20 Stourbridge H L 1-2 Greenway
04.22 Tamworth A L 1-2 Johnson
05.02 Kidderminster Harriers H L 2-0 Johnson, Lapworth
05.04 Cov & N.W.Lge Select H F 4-2 Keebles (2), Kirkaldie, Mason
 
KEY:  L=Birmingham Combination; FAC = F.A.Cup; BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup;  NHC = Nuneaton Hospital Cup; 

F=Friendly
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1946-47

Borough FC’s New Manager
Jock Lauderdale Appointed

Jock Lauderdale, the former 
Coventry City star inside 
forward, has been appointed 
manager of Nuneaton Borough 
FC, and has taken over his 
duties this week.

Jock is no stranger to 
Nuneaton soccer enthusiasts, 
for he was captain and coach 
of the Nuneaton Borough side 
in their last full season in the 
Birmingham Combination 
before the war caused the 

temporary suspension of football.

Lauderdale was with the City for seven seasons, helping 
that club to gain promotion, a feat he also achieved 
with his previous club, Blackpool. In his day he was 
regarded as one of the ouststanding inside forwards in 
the country.

His playing days are, of course, now over, and his 
appointment is solely a managerial one. He will have 
sole control of the team.

All Out For Five – And All Byes
What surely must be a record for local cricket occurred 
at Lythall’s Lane on Saturday, when, in a Coventry Works 
League (Division Four) match, Alvis, who had made 117, 
dismissed the home side Sterling Metals (Coventry) 
Seconds for five – all byes. Not a single run came from 
the bat. Leigh had four wickets for no runs and Roberts 
six for none.

Borough FC Signings
Strong Attack Assured
Nuneaton Borough FC announce having signed all their 
outstanding players of last season with the exception of 
Mason, who has signed for Coventry City, and Latham, who 
has re-signed for Aston Villa.

Athough the team is not yet complete – the new manager 
Jock Lauderdale is searching for class defenders – it seems 
that the attack will prove the strong part of the team.

Forwards so far signed include Ray Paul, Jack Kirkaldie, 
Bill Deane, Bill Johnson and Charles Underhill, an inside or 
outside forward, who played for Southport last season. He 
has just been demobbed from the Navy.

Paul and Kirkaldie were both offered terms by the former 
clubs, Notts Forest and Doncaster Rovers respectively, but 
preferred to remain with the Borough. It is understood that it 
is the intention to play Kirkaldie in his propoer position – at 
outside right – this coming season.

In the few games in which he played last season, Deane 
proved very popular with the crowd. He certainly knows 
where the net lies.

Half-backs so far signed include Greenway, last season’s 
regular right-half, and Carter, who comes from Dudley Town, 
and is a left-half. Weir, who plays at centre-half, has also 
signed again. Another half-back or forward is Craven, the ex-
Birmingham City and Grimsby player.

Supporters will be pleased to learn that Wood, the goalkeeper 
who played in only one game last season, as Derby County 
would not release him, has been fixed up. Wood played 
regularly for Northampton Town as a guest during the war. It 
is Wood who recommended Carter to the club.

In addition to these players, who should form the nucleus of 
a very useful side, the club has had many applications from 
other players, and these will appear in the trials.

Borough FC’s New Colours
This coming football season, Nuneaton Borough FC will 
not appear in their usual blue and white striped shirts 
and blue knickers.

As striped shirts are not being made at the moment the 
club has purchased a new set of blue shirts and white 
knickers.

These will be their regular colours unless they clash with 
those of other clubs.

Death of George ‘Kid’ Moore
The funeral has taken place at 
Stockingford of the well-known 
former Nuneaton Town footballer, 
Mr George ‘Kid’ Moore, of 36 Ansley 
Road, Stockingford, who passed 
away aged 62. A clever inside-
forward, he played for the old 
Town Club prior to and during the 
season 1906-07 when the team won 
the Birmingham Junior League. 

His brother Alban, was also a member of the team. The 
brothers were signed from the old Stockingford club.

Mr Moore went from Nuneaton to Birmingham FC, but a 
knee injury ended his League career after he had been at 
St. Andrews for two years.
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 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 31-08-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Weir and Carter; 
Kirkaldie, Paul, Johnson, Craven and Matthews.

Borough travelled to Dudley Town for the opening game of 
the 1946-47 Birmingham Combination season.

After establishing a goal lead after four minutes through 
Paul, who came into the side in place of the injured Deane 
and, incidentally, was just about the best forward on the 
field, Borough slumped and found themselves 3-1 behind at 
half-time. Less then five minutes after the change of ends, 
after missing a sitter, Johnson made amends by reducing the 
margin to 3-2. And from that point until the end, the game 
resolved itself into a terrific struggle between the Dudley 
defenders and the Borough forwards.

Time after time the equaliser seemed certain, but either 
through bad shooting or bad luck the score remained 
unaltered until five minutes from the end. Then came an 
incident which probably saved the home side from defeat. 
A sustained onslaught on the home goal in which the wing 
halves joined, saw Carter head smartly into the goal. With Lee 
at the other end and probably unsighted into the bargain, the 
ball struck the underside of the bar and dropped down. 
A hectic struggle on the goal-line developed. The ball bobbed 
this way and that; feet seemed to be flying in all directions.

Eventually out came the Nuneaton forwards celebrating a 
goal. But the referee waved play on, although a linesman was 
flagging. When they realised that the referee had not given 
them a goal the Nuneaton players swarmed round him, but 
play proceeded – and less than two minutes later the ball was 
in the Nuneaton net. The game was won and lost.

Dudley owed their ultimate success to Treagust, who took full 
toll of Borough’s defensive weaknesses in the opening half. 
His first goal, the equaliser, came directly from Lee’s big goal 
kick. The ball sailed well into the Nuneaton half. The centre-
forward outpaced Weir, ran on and shot hard and true past the 
advancing Wood. When he got his second after 25 minutes, Weir, 
instead of going in for a tackle retreated, and Treagust carried 
on and scored again with another fine shot. Two minutes later 
Manship, a former Borough player, shot a third goal.

Treagust got his third goal from a breakaway three minutes 
from time. Both Borough goals were the result of blunders by 
former keeper Lee, who fumbled the ball from a pass back, 
allowing Paul to shoot against the upright before netting the 
rebound. When Johnson got the visitors’ second goal Lee failed 
to get down to a low drive near the foot of the post.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 07-09-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Kirkaldie, Paul, Johnson, Craven and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture. There was a crowd of over 
3,000 in attendance.

Kirkaldie opened Borough’s account after four minutes, closing 
in from the wing and beating Skitt with a hard, low drive. Paul 
got the second five minutes before half-time. Skitt only partially 
cleared from a long through-pass by Carter and seizing on the 
ball, the inside right lifted it over the goalkeeper’s head into the 
empty net. Griffiths replied for Bromsgrove 14 minutes after 
half-time, running right through on his own while the Borough 
defenders were appealing for offside.

Kirkaldie got the all-important third goal three minutes 
from the end. A movement started by Paul was carried on by 
Johnson and when the latter placed the ball in front of goal 
O’Mahoney tried to put it back to his goalkeeper. Kirkaldie 
was there first and forced the ball into the net.

Matthews had a very moderate game on the extreme left and 
Craven on his showing to date lacks the punch of Deane; but 
in any event the latter again reported unfit, though he hoped 
to resume training soon. Johnson appeared painfully slow 
and missed two easy chances.

Borough’s win was chiefly due to the “old hands” – Paul, 
Kirkaldie, Greenway and Baldwin – aided and abetted by the 
stout work of Jackson and left-half Carter. Nuneaton’s attack 
would certainly have cut up a sorry showing but for the lion-
hearted Ray Paul and Kirkaldie. Paul was the most persistent 
raider on the field; Kirkaldie revealed glimpses of his best 
form, yet is still not at his peak.

Kirkaldie got two of Borough’s goal against Bromsgrove Rovers last 
Saturday, but when pictured above he had been “pipped at the post” by 
the visiting goalkeeper, who had just scrambled the ball away.

Photograph: Nuneaton Observer

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 14-09-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Underhill, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough lost Deane early on following a heavy collision, in 
which he incurred a knee injury. He was carried off and did 
not come back again. Despite this handicap, Nuneaton far 
more than held their own against the unbeaten Spencer. 

Cronin opened the Borough’s account with a brilliant goal. 
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Paul had dribbled out to the right wing and then pushed the 
ball inside to Cronin. The latter had practically nothing to 
shoot at, but his unerring drive rattled the underside of the 
bar, then hit the far post and went into the net. Paul’s goal 
came after Saunders had saved at the expense of a corner from 
a hard Carter drive. Matthews’ corner kick was cleared but 
immediately returned by Shannon. In attempting to clear first-
time a Banbury defender sliced his kick. Paul was on it like a 
flash and beat the goalkeeper all ends up with a hard, low drive.

With a two goal lead, Borough to all intents and purposes had 
the game in the bag and looked quite capable of improving 
on their goal tally. Then, about midway through the second 
half came an incident which turned the game on its head.

During an innocuous Banbury attack, White, their outside 
left, handled the ball. It was a blatant handball and Shannon 
picked the ball up to take the free-kick, but the referee hadn’t 
blown his whistle and Shannon had handled the ball inside 
the area and a penalty was awarded. Woodward took the 
kick and Wood made a gallant attempt to save, but could 
not deflect the ball wide. This provided Banbury with a tonic 
and three minutes later they were level, White heading home 
from a right-wing cross.

From that point until the end it was anybody’s game. Banbury 
often looked like snatching an ill-deserved victory, yet it was 
Borough who twice went nearest to getting a winning goal.

Reports on the FA Cup matches appear on later pages.

Funeral of Well-Known Nuneaton Sportsman
Four directors of the Nuneaton Borough Football Club 
were the bearers at the funeral of the late Mr Bert Carris, 
a fellow director and former well-known footballer and 
sportsman, who passed away at the home of his younger 
son, Mr Fred Carris, of 101 Highfield Road, Attleborough, 
at the age of 68 years.

Mr Carris had been employed at the Nuneaton 
Engineering Co’s works at Tuttle Hill for 55 years.

Among the clubs Mr Carris assisted were the old 
Stockingford club, then the old Nuneaton Town club and for 
several seasons afterwards Loughborough Corinthians, who 
were then in the Midland League. He was in the Pick of the 
League team which met Sheffield United at Bramall Lane. 
For a time he also played for Church Gresley and had four 
trials with Aston Villa, being on their books for two seasons.

After that Mr Carris joined Atherstone Town FC and 
was captain of the side that won the Birmingham 
Junior League. Then he migrated to Hinckley United, 
later returning to Nuneaton with whom he finished his 
career in the 1906-07 season when they club won the 
Birmingham Junior League.

Mr Carris was also recognised as one of the finest 
amateur hurdlers in the Midlands...

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 28-09-1946 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Underhill, Paul, Craven and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Walsall for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture. The Walsall side was more of a first 
eleven, than a reserve side and included Shilton, Male, Vinall, 
Alsop and Kelly plus two players acquired from Wolves, 
Walker and Lishman. Borough included reserve team centre-
half Kelly at right-back.

Borough’s goal was a masterpiece of positional play. An attack 
developed just inside the Walsall half, was carried on, Underhill 
veered towards the right wing, dragged the defence with him 
and then turning sharply, swung the ball over to the inside-left 
position, where Matthews stood unmarked. The winger quickly 
got the ball under control and shot hard into the net.

While Walsall were at full strength, there could be no 
questioning Borough’s football superiority. Walsall probably 
did a shade more pressing, but while their approach work 
and finishing was jumbled, more robust than skilful, Borough 
moved with a crispness and purpose.

Indeed, Walsall were fortunate not to be more than a goal 
behind at half-time, for Matthews nearly repeated his 
performance. Everything, in fact, pointed to a Borough 
success by reason of their smarter ball play, until Jackson 
came into collision with a Walsall player. The latter sustained 
a cut of the eye and Jackson went limping to the touchline, 
but came back and carried on at centre-half until half-time.

After the break, however, he went outside-left. Kelly moved 
from right-back to centre-half, and Underhill from inside-
right to right full-back. These changes took the sting out of 
the Borough attack, for Underhill had hitherto been quite the 
liveliest forward in the game.

The result was that from half-time onwards, the game 
resolved itself into a struggle between Borough’s defence 
and the Walsall forwards. Yet, although they did so much 
pressing, the quick tackling and never-say-die spirit of this 
re-arranged defence, left them few clear openings and, when 
they did get in scoring position – well, Wood just stood there 
like a brick wall.

There can be no criticism; nothing but praise. Underhill 
was outstanding, both at inside right and right full-back; 
Baldwin kept the experienced Gilbert Alsop mostly in check; 
Carter and Greenway were fine wing halves. The attack was 
menacing at full strength, but afterwards petered out.

Walsall lost because Borough refused to be beaten. They 
got their goal and didn’t mean their opponents getting one. 
In fact, they went far nearer to adding to their lead than 
Walsall did. For Walsall Kelly’s speed and bustle made him a 
dangerous leader but in the end he was worried into making 
reckless first-time scoring attempts. Walker shone as pivot 
and usually kept Paul under control.
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 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 12-10-1946 
Tamworth: Crowhurst; Finch and Tucker; Pegg, Wood and Johnson; 
Hughes, Harper, Smith, Bright and Lapworth.
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Kelly and Carter; 
Cronin, Johnson, Paul, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Tamworth for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Tamworth led at half-time by virtue of a really delightful goal. 
After 20 minutes Lapworth pushed the ball out to Bright, who 
raced ahead and then swung across a perfect centre, and, 
running in, Hughes headed a grand goal.

From half-time until 10 minutes from the end Nuneaton 
attacked almost incessently, Tamworth were penned in their 
own half, mostly in their own penalty area; but attack after 
attack petered out harmlessly because there was no method, 
no guile, in those moves. Gone was the skill and incisiveness 
of the previous week’s FA Cup encounter with Atherstone.

Paul completely failed to shake off the attentions of Wood, the 
Tamworth pivot, who shadowed Paul wherever he went, and 
he was held in a vice-like grip from which he could not escape.

Ten minutes before time, the home side broke away, and there 
was a warm tussle in the Borough goalmouth, which ended in 
Carter and Bright kicking together at the ball which rolled over 
the goal line to make the score 2-0. As if to taunt the visitors 
still further, Wood, of all people, capped things by presenting 
the home side with a third goal two minutes from the end. It 
came from a free-kick ten yards from the half-way line. Johnson 
lofted the ball towards goal. Wood could easily have caught the 
ball but tried to push it over the bar. However, he only got the 
tips of his fingers to the ball and it fell behind him and into the 
net. It was a dismal climax to a dismal Borough performance.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 26-10-1946 

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road for a Birmingham 
Combination game against Atherstone Town.

Borough took an early lead through Underhill, who scored 
with a left-foot drive from outside the area. Borough’s attack, 
without Paul, was giving a shoddy account of itself, and the 
defence was little better. Atherstone had more chances than 
Nuneaton, but their shooting, with White the principal offender, 
was atrocious. Only once did they really deserve a goal, and 
that was when Grant hit the upright with Wood beaten.

After half-time Johnson simply revelled in the middle; his 
colleagues joined in whole-heartedly and the Atherstone 
defence was over-run. Johnson did not figure among the 
goalscorers, but he, more than anybody else, brought about 
the “Adders” collapse.

In the early stages of the second-half, a Borough attack which 
had shown few signs of doing much damage in the opening 
half began to exert steady pressure and in the face of this 
pressure the Atherstone defenders began to panic. After 

15 minutes Cronin, playing at outside-left, outstripped the 
opposition and was cutting in towards goal when he had his 
feet cut from underneath him by Mansell. Carter scored from 
the spot to give Borough a 2-0 lead.

This second goal was too much for the Atherstone defenders 
and they lost their heads completely and, evading their wild 
tackles, Johnson and his colleagues began to cut through 
them like a knife cuts through butter. Five minutes later, from 
an accurate Cronin corner kick, Underhill made it 3-0 with a 
neat header. Then, five minutes after that, the same player 
got a fourth with a shot which went in off the upright after 
Johnson had made a perfect opening.

By now the “Adders” were completely demoralised and a 
little later Johnson was boring his way through when fetched 
down by Attwood. Again a penalty was awarded and Carter 
again scored from the spot.

The result left some Atherstone supporters so disappointed 
and exasperated that they could find nothing better to do at 
the end of the match than vent their wrath upon the referee, 
who had to be given police protection.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 09-11-1946 

Borough welcomed joint-bottom West Brom A to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham Combination game.

The outstanding feature of the game was the element of good 
fortune which contributed to no fewer than four of the five 
goals scored. Only one – Paul’s second – was worth calling 
a goal. On this occasion he was sent through by Deane and 
coolly lifted the ball over Twigg’s head as the goalkeeper 
came out to meet him.

In the first minute, after Deane had been checked, the ball 
went out to Matthews. From well out he lifted the ball into the 
far corner of the net. No goalkeeper should have allowed a 
shot from that range and angle to beat him. Two minutes later, 
Twigg caught a centre from Cronin near the bar and dropped 
the ball. Paul had merely to tap it over the line. Borough’s 
other was scored by Hood, the Albion centre-half. The goal 
came near the end, and Hood got so hot and bothered when 
Johnson burst through that he put the ball into his own net.

Then there was Albion’s goal. Wood had a shot from Banks 
well covered but Kelly dashed across the goalmouth and 
the ball struck him and was deflected into the net out of the 
keeper’s reach.

It was typical of the Albion’s poor finishing that though they 
had far more actual scoring chances than the home side, 
Wood did not have a single good shot to save. Saunders, the 
visitors’ outside left should have tested the keeper on at least 
four occasions and Banks also missed a couple of sitters.

Despite the return of Paul and Deane, the Borough attack 
lacked punch, and the defence was never on top of its job 
with Greenway and Carter too often drawn out of position. 
After Albion got their goal, close to half-time, Borough’s team-
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work went to pot and from that point on they scarcely made 
a decent move. Cronin and Matthews were both poor on the 
wings and Johnson, who was the best forward in the first half, 
fell away after the break.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 16-11-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Warner, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Kelly, Johnson, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to The Moorlands, home of Moor 
Green, for a Birmingham Combination match. Borough were 
without both Paul and Deane up front.

Borough took an early lead, after just five minutes, when 
Cronin was sent away on the right. He skilfully rounded 
Collins and from almost off the goal line he banged across 
a low centre. There was a tussle in the goalmouth and then 
the ball went out to Matthews who, from an acute angle, 
slammed the ball through just inside the post.

Johnson extended Borough’s lead after 23 minutes with a 
delightful piece of opportunism. Playing well up the field 
Moor Green had shown an inclination to adopt offside 
tactics and quickly to put the ball back to goakeeper Horne 
if there was the least likelihood of danger. This time a hard 
low, down-the-middle pass by Underhill caught the home 
defenders on the hop and dashing through, Johnson shot 
hard and low into the net as Horne came out to meet him.

Johnson’s second goal, about five minutes from the end, was 
one out of the book. Matthews drew the home defenders 
on to his side of the field, made as though he was carrying 
on straight ahead, then cut inside and slipped the ball to 
Johnson. As a couple of defenders closed in on him the 
centre-forward sold them the dummy by letting the ball pass 
through his legs and, pivoting sharply, hit it first time into the 
net well out of Horne’s reach.

In every way the Borough’s success was thoroughly merited. 
They played their best football for some weeks – the type of 
football supporters relish. Johnson played a big part in the 
visitors’ success, quite apart from his two goals. From start 
to finish he had Hawkes on the run and by dragging him on 
to the wings by his wanderings often caused big gaps in the 
amateurs’ defence.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 23-11-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Kelly, Johnson, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Set to kick up the pronounced slope against both the strong 
wind and driving rain, Borough did sufficiently well in the first 
half to raise high hopes of them giving the champions a warm 
time in the second half, despite being 3-1 down at half-time.

Borough duly proceeded to pile on the pressure. It is no 
exaggeration to say that they outplayed their opponents in 
the second half for 35 of the 45 minutes. It was one long siege 

with a very occasional raid by the home side to relieve the 
monotony. The visitors’ midfield and early approach work 
was always good, but where they came unstuck was that they 
carried their cleverness too far on a treacherous mud bath, 
always appearing to try to walk the ball into the net.

Griffiths opened the scoring for the home side with a 
lightning header from Wagstaff’s corner kick. Matthews 
equalised when, accepting a delightful through pass by 
Underhill, he closed in and shot into the net as Bayley 
advanced. Hunt restored Darlaston’s lead with a clever solo 
effort, and Hunt rounded off the scoring by lifting the ball 
over Wood’s head as he left goal.

There was not much wrong with Borough’s defence, although 
Greenway’s absence was felt. The attack was the main defect. 
There was a lack of punch at inside forward and at outside 
right. Johnson was again the best of the line. Carter, Shannon 
and Kelly were all injured, the inside-right being carried off in 
the last minute.

In summary, Borough were always the better footballers 
without being able to translate their skill into goals. Darlaston 
accepted three chances to score, the Borough only one. 
Therein lay the really potent difference between the teams.

George Grant for Borough
Having secured his release from Atherstone Town, 
George Grant, the former Ansley St John’s player, has 
signed for Nuneaton Borough. Although primarily an 
outside-right, he can play in the inside positions. He had 
a big hand in the “Adders” success last season. At the 
moment Grant is suffering from a septic toe and, therefore, 
is not available to play immediately.

 Nuneaton Borough v Coventry Amateurs 30-11-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Wright; Cronin, Jackson and Carter; 
J. R. Knight, Ridgway, Johnson, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Coventry Amateurs to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

The Amateurs held their own fairly well in the first half and 
after Harkus had equalised an early goal by Johnson, for a 
brief period the visitors held the upper hand and Wood was 
given a busy time in the Borough goal.

But once J. R. Knight had given the home side the lead again 
early in the second half, the Amateurs were overrun and 
from that point onwards the game largely resolved itself 
into a tussle between the Borough forwards and Arguter, the 
Amateurs’ goalkeeper. Arguter gave a fine display and saved 
his side from a much heavier defeat.

With three reserves in their side and Cronin having to be 
brought in at right-half in place of a fourth selected reserve, 
Warner, who cried off on Saturday morning, Borough never 
settled down until they had taken the lead a second time.
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Johnson gave Borough the lead after 20 minutes, his half-
hit shot just rolled into the net after Arguter had come out. 
Harkus’ equaliser was a similar sort of goal. Wood was 
bundled over and the Amateurs’ centre-forward’s shot 
entered an empty net. Knight’s goal, too, came with the 
goalkeeper on the ground and out of goal, and the last goal 
came from a penalty kick converted by Carter, after a visiting 
defender had pulled down a Johnson header which would 
have been a certain goal.

All told it was a poor game with few really good moves from 
either side. It went on like this until well into the second-
half when Borough began to pile on the pressure and there 
developed many exciting scenes around the Coventry goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Kidderminster H. 07-12-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough welcomed the league leaders, Kidderminster 
Harriers to Manor Park for a Birmingham Combination game.

Johnson made all the running for Borough’s first goal, after 
five minutes. Accepting an Underhill pass, he worked his way 
down the left wing and then squared the ball for Kelly to put 
through near the post. It was not a hard-hit shot, but well 
enough placed to beat the vigilant Fielding.

Kidderminster’s equaliser came after 32 minutes, when, 
following a warm attack, the ball went out to Salters, who 
shot hard and low into the net.

It was one of the best games you could wish to see. Despite 
the atrocious ground conditions there was some capital 
football, largely provided by the Borough. So well did both 
teams play in the first half that no-one could have expected 
the total eclipse of the league leaders after half-time. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the Harriers spent nearly the whole 
of the second half not merely in their own half, but inside 
their own penalty area, frantically trying to keep the home 
forwards at bay.

In the face of Nuneaton’s vigorous and almost non-stop raids, 
Baker, the Harriers’ pivot, and his co-defenders, particularly 
goalkeeper Fielding, put up a gallant show; but it was more 
due to sheer good fortune than to anything else that they 
did not concede several goals. There were times when the 
ball did everything but cross the goal-line. Twice in the dying 
minutes, Johnson’s speed took him right through and each 
time he directed the ball towards the corner of the net and 
twice Fielding dived full-length to parry the ball, but could 
not prevent it travelling towards the empty net. Yet each time 
the ball stopped in the mud inches from the goal-line with 
nobody there to kick it away or apply the finishing touch.

Kelly and Cronin made up a formidable right flank which was 
always a menace. Cronin gave his best display this season. 
But the most hard-working forward on the field was Johnson. 

Jackson had an outstanding game at centre-half and the way 

he blotted out 26 goal Lewis was well-nigh masterly, and he 
beat the centre-forward at football. The only occasion during 
the whole game apart from the actual Harriers’ goal that 
Wood was really seriously perturbed was in the last minute 
when a Borough clearance cannoned back, leaving Grosvenor 
with what looked like an open goal, but the goalkeeper came 
out and smothered him so effectively that the outside-right 
put wide and was injured in the process.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 14-12-1946 
Borough (from): Wood; Shannon and Wright; Greenway, Jackson and 
Carter; Cronin, Kelly, Johnson, Paul, Underhill, Matthews.

Borough travelled to Dudley to take on Wolves A in a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough lost the match by conceding a controversial penalty 
three minutes from time. Jackson brought the ball under 
control and cleared, but the linesman flagged, and the 
referee made his way over to consult with him. After a brief 
consultation the referee awarded a penalty for handball and 
Alderton settled the game from the penalty spot.

A draw would have been just reward for Borough, for 
whereas the home side had the better of the exchanges in 
the opening half, there was no questioning Borough’s second 
half superiority. They lasted much better on a ground ankle 
deep in mud. Conditions could not have been worse and 
easy scoring chances were missed by both sides. That was 
excusable as players often became bogged in the goal area.

Borough had the simpler chances, and the penalty apart, it 
was poor finishing that brought about their downfall. The 
inside men were goal shy and made the vital mistake in such 
terrible conditions of trying to make the ball work in the 
penalty area. The obvious policy would have been to shoot 
hard and often, which they failed to do.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 21-12-1946 

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Billy Deane’s three goals on his return after a long absence 
through injury pleased supporters more than anything.

Though the other goal, scored by Johnson was the best of 
the bunch – he received the ball on the right wing, cut inside 
to beat a couple of defenders in the process and then shot 
past Thacker – Deane showed he still knows where the net 
lies. And that is what has been missing in the forward play in 
some recent matches.

He got his first goal, following good work by Matthews and 
Underhill; his second came from a hard drive from close 
range during a scramble in the Stourbridge goalmouth; and 
his third, a header from Cronin’s centre, three minutes from 
the end.

Considering the conditions – an iron-hard frost-bound ground 
made football a precarious business – it was not a bad game.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Coventry City A 25-12-1946 

Borough welcomed Coventry City A to Manor Park for a 
Christmas Day Birmingham Combination game.

It was not until George Shannon’s shot from the half-way 
line with 15 minutes to go, gave Borough the lead that they 
looked like winning the match. They showed more fire in the 
last 15 minutes than at any period previously, their play had 
been woefully weak and goals seemed about their last aim.

As it was two of Borough’s three goals came from penalty 
kicks, both for fouls on Deane after he had broken through. 
Carter scored both times from the spot. The second – the last 
goal of the match towards the end of the game – came about 
in rather peculiar circumstances.

After Deane had been brought down, Matthews rushed up 
and netted, but the referee had already blown for a penalty. 
Carter’s first kick was partially saved by Allen, but following 
up the left-half netted at the second attempt.

It was typical of the lack of co-ordination and finishing in 
attack that none of the Borough goals should have come 
from a forward. Only Deane ever looked like causing much 
trouble. The absence of Cronin, who was stranded in 
Coventry, was keenly felt, for Ridgway was obviously out of 
his element on the wing and had a poor match. He missed 
one sitter by passing when he had the goal at his mercy.

Skipper Baldwin produced something like his old form, while 
Jackson did some fine work at centre-half, but would do well 
not to dribble quite so much when defending. The attack was 
the trouble, it was out of gear throughout.

Borough blundered their way through this game and never 
really got on top until towards the end.

 Coventry City A v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1946 
Borough made the short journey to Highfield Road to take on 
Coventry City A in a Boxing Day Birmingham Combination game.

The only goal of the game came less than five minutes before 
half-time. When Baldwin came up with the ball and dropped 
it into the goalmouth, Johnson headed it down to Underhill, 
who took full advantage of an excellent scoring opportunity. 
He thus made amends for failing with a real sitter earlier in 
the game when Johnson jumped over a pass from Matthews, 
leaving the inside man with the goal at his mercy. But he 
completely miskicked his shot, which rolled harmlessly wide.

In putting out a side which included several of their London 
Combination players, the City doubtless thought there 
were a couple of easy points to be had. But they were sadly 
disillusioned as Borough completed the double over their 
near neighbours.

The strength of their opponents – on paper – only served 
to inspire the Borough, who played more football in five 
minutes than they did all the way through the Christmas 
Day game. They were every bit as clever as, and probably 

a shade more purposeful than the Bantams, whose attack, 
which included Aldecoa and Gardner, came up against a 
rock-like defence.

Jackson was simply magnificent at centre-half, and must 
have well-nigh broken the hearts of the City inside forwards. 
Each side of him, Carter and Ward, deputising for the 
injured Greenway, tackled with great heart, while behind 
them Shannon and Baldwin broke up move after move. 
To complete a truly grand defence was Wood. A brilliant 
full-length save of his just after half-time was one of the 
highlights of the game.

Considering that Deane could not play owing to his train 
being an hour and a half late, and that Johnson was suffering 
from the effects of a pulled muscle, the attack did remarkably 
well. Certainly it was no less effective than the City front line, 
in fact, it often had something to show it in the way of clever 
combined play. But there was again a suspicion of lack of 
finish about it. Boffin taking Deane’s place, gave a highly 
commendable display.

£2 Maximum Players’ Pay
With the exception of professional players of the Football 
League clubs, the maximum payment to a professional player 
shall not exceed £2 per match plus expenses, writes Wilfred 
Hirst in the “Birmingham Gazette.”

This rule, adopted at the last annual meeting of the 
Birmingham Combination, comes in for a measure of 
criticism in a letter received from a correspondent, who is a 
keen supporter of his club. He writes:-

“I doubt very much whether the club representatives 
understand where this rule is leading them – or else they 
are deliberately shirking the issue because they fear that 
the abandonment of such a rule will react in favour of 
those clubs who would be prepared to pay the right wages 
to the right men. If that be their attitude, it is difficult to 
understand, because if you have an attractive team, people 
will be lured to your ground; if you haven’t – well, they just go 
somewhere else.

“It is common knowledge that many Birmingham Combination 
sides could field much stronger sides but for this maximum 
wages rule, for players obviously go to those leagues where no 
such rule operates and where they can get more money.

“The truth is that the League is far less attractive than it 
might be because of this rule. But the real jolt is that there is 
no maximum wages rule for the “A” or Reserve teams of the 
Football League clubs. They can pay what they like. As if they 
do not already enjoy enough advantages over the non-league 
clubs! But I blame the other clubs for that.

“Get rid of this obstructive rule and you will get better 
players, better football – and better gates,” he concluded.

It will be interesting to know the views of the Combination 
clubs on this particular rule, comments Mr Hirst.
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 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 28-12-1946 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Carter, Jackson and Ward; 
Cronin, Underhill, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Hednesford for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Borough ought to have been a couple of goals up in the 
first five minutes, but in what seemed no time at all found 
themselves two goals down. Shannon brought about this 
curious state of affairs by putting past his own goalkeeper 
after eleven minutes. A minute later Howarth broke through 
on the Hednesford right wing and instead of tackling the 
winger, Baldwin stopped to appeal for offside. Howarth, 
unchallenged, cut in and placed the ball right at the feet of 
Pulfrey who only had to touch the ball into the net.

Borough continued to outwit the Hednesford defence, but it 
was not until midway through the half, after having missed 
more easy chances, that Deane was put clean through to score 
with a well-placed cross-shot. Eight minutes before half-time, 
Cronin got clean away and squared the ball to Paul, who 
equalised. A few minutes before half-time another defensive 
blunder allowed Hednesford to get ahead again. Jackson, 
attempting to head the ball away, put it directly to the 
unmarked Fellows, who promptly obliged with a hard drive. 
Thus Borough found themselves a goal behind at half-time.

Hednesford had Borough on the back foot for the first ten 
minutes of the second half, but the visitors quickly pulled 
themselves together again, and from that point until the end 
it was nothing more than shooting-in practice. The Borough 
forwards tore huge gaps in the Hednesford defence, got the 
ball just where they wanted it – and then shot anywhere 
except into the net.

It was not until Preston, Hednesford’s left-back, emulated 
Shannon’s feat by beating his own keeper that the visitors 
got level again; and in between all the mis-directed Borough 
shooting, Matthews managed to shake off all tackles and beat 
Billingham to give the visitors victory. It was one of the really few 
good shots of the match and easily the best goal of the bunch.

Paul, who returned to lead the attack, made some excellent 
openings, but like most of the the other forwards, missed easy 
scoring opportunities. Matthews ran rings around Latham and 
made numerous openings for the other forwards. Paul was 
unfortunate in receiving a kick on the ankle in the second half 
which rendered him almost a passenger for the rest of the game.

 Nuneaton Borough v City Transport 04-01-1947 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Carter, Jackson and Ward; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough welcomed City Transport to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Johnson gave Borough a good start with a fine goal after just 
12 minutes, which was the result of just two kicks, as the ball 

travelled from one goal to another. Goalkeeper Wood banged 
the ball right into the Transport half. Johnson chased after it, 
rounded Spargo and shot into the net as Delderfield came out 
to meet him. Yet from then until half-time, Transport almost 
ran Borough off their legs. The visitors’ open style of play put 
the home side right out of their stride, as the Transport halves 
dominated the wide open spaces in the middle of the field.

Borough seemed incapable of closing these midfield gaps 
and as fast as their defenders checked one move the ball was 
back amongst them again. The result was that they became 
rattled and Transport piled on the pressure. At half-time the 
visitors held a 2-1 lead, which was well merited. Batchelor 
scored the visitors’ first goal with a shot through a ruck of 
players and Cheadle scored after Wood had parried three 
consecutive shots.

Johnson levelled the scores just after half-time when he 
turned in a pass by Deane, and when the latter made it 3-2, 
he was slipped the ball by Johnson. Cronin’s scored from the 
penalty spot for Borough’s fourth.

The visitors surprised everyone by their display in this game. 
Perhaps they even surprised themselves. At any rate it was 
difficult to reconcile their form with their lowly position in 
the league. They shaped more like a side near the top of the 
table, although Delderfield in the Transport goal was the 
outstanding player on the field.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 11-01-1947 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Ward; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup second round tie.

Deane set the scoreboard moving after only eight minutes’ 
play. Doubtless he intended merely to bang the ball into the 
goalmouth, but once it hit the ground – well that was the last 
goalkeeper Kelly saw of it. Johnson followed up with a fine 
goal. He moved into the inside-left position to take a forward 
pass and as Grubb tried to tackle him the centre-forward hit 
the ball hard and true into the far corner of the net. Paul got 
the third following a corner. Seeing a gap in the defence he 
fired the ball past the unsighted goalkeeper.

Redditch then got on the move and from a pass by L. 
Campton, Bennett shot through from close range. Borough 
soon restored their three goals lead, however, for after Cronin 
had made all the running, Matthews dashed in to make the 
score 4-1.

Paul’s goal in the first minute of the second half was a lucky 
affair. He failed to get his foot to the ball properly. It lofted 
into the air and then dropped into the net just inside the 
angle of the post and crossbar. Clarke later reduced the lead 
with a well-placed shot; but then came another fine Johnson 
goal. Fastening on to a down-the-middle pass he shook off 
the attention of two defenders to net with a grand low drive.
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And so, Borough move into the semi-final. The attack looks 
as if it is going to cause problems to opposition defences. 
Johnson was a grand leader and Paul a resourceful inside-
right. Jackson and Baldwin shone in defence. Indeed all the 
defenders did well, the only fault being that on occasions 
they were unable to get the ball away cleanly. 

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 18-01-1947 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Ward; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

The young Wolves’ side suffered a setback after six minutes 
when Matthews gave Borough the lead, rushing in and 
netting after Pritchard had failed to get a Paul shot cleanly 
away. The visitors settled down to play some truly delightful 
football, however and their long, swinging passes found each 
other with almost uncanny accuracy, and the result was that, 
in truth, Jackson and his colleagues in defence had just about 
as worrying a time as they will have in any game this season.

But for their pluck and determination not to allow themselves 
to be jockeyed into defeat, Borough would almost certainly 
have suffered a reverse. In spite of the consistent pressure 
applied, the Borough defence hung on grimly and it was 
not until just before half-time that the visitors were able to 
equalise when Jackson made a back-pass intended for Wood 
and Tatler ran round him to shoot into the net from close in.

When they came out after half-time the Wolves again began 
to show their paces, but once that critical opening phase had 
been weathered, Borough came back into their own again 
and Johnson quickly restored their lead, 15 minutes after 
the break, when Paul raced down the wing and placed the 
ball right in front of the goal. As the goalkeeper got to the 
ball he was bustled by Johnson – and allowed it to escape 
his grasp and go into the net. From then until the end Wolves 
never again really gained the upper hand, yet on quite a few 
occasions they gave the home defenders a headache and just 
before the end Tatler missed a fine chance of saving the game.

Greenway and Ward were both off colour and skipper Baldwin 
often had more work thrust upon him than should have 
been the case, as Ward was often caught out of position. As 
though he had not enough trouble already in having to deal 
with speed-merchant Stephens, who often left him standing. 
Johnson was a long way short of his previous week’s form, 
but kept pegging away and had a much better second half.

 Kidderminster H. v Nuneaton Borough 25-01-1947 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Kidderminster Harriers for a 
Birmingham Combination game. The ground conditions were 
atrocious with most of the pitch covered in two inches of snow.

The conditions, with it being slippy underfoot in the cleared 

areas of the pitch, made for some exciting action in both 
penalty areas, but neither keeper was seriously troubled 
before the break.

Immediately after half-time, Borough began to put on the 
pressure, with the Harriers seldom getting out of their own 
half. Then came the turning point of the game. A hard down-
the-middle pass caught Nuneaton’s defenders on the wrong 
foot. Salters went chasing after the ball and, with Baldwin 
preparing to tackle and Wood leaving his goal, the inside-
right put the ball into the net.

Right from the centre kick, Borough got on the move and the 
equaliser was not long delayed. As goalkeeper Boddy caught 
a Cronin centre, Johnson charged him, and there is no doubt 
that the goalkeeper took the ball over the line. A linesman 
held up his flag, but before the referee could make up his 
mind, Matthews seized on the partial clearance and banged 
the ball into the back of the net.

That proved to be the tonic Borough needed. Back to the 
attack they went and Deane was going right through when 
bowled over inches outside the penalty area. Greenway’s 
free-kick struck a defender and went straight to Deane who, 
without hesitation, flashed the ball into the net for number 
two. No sooner had the game restarted than Matthews 
weaved his way through a whole bunch of defenders, coolly 
to place the ball well out of Boddy’s reach for the third goal.

Paul was injured in a tackle on the goal-line midway between 
the goal and the corner flag, and the ball went out for a 
corner. Cronin placed the ball beautifully in front of goal for 
Johnson to get up above everybody else and cleverly steer it 
with his head into the far corner of the net. These rapid-fire 
goals knocked all the heart out of Kidderminster and for the 
rest of the game the Borough forwards joined by Carter and 
Greenway, toyed with the opposition to such an extent that 
spectators began to leave the ground.

It was the team-work behind the moves that created the 
goals that really upset Harriers’ apple-cart. Salter’s goal 
properly put the cat among the pigeons. It might have looked 
like the beginning of the end, but proved to be just the start 
for Borough who scored four goals in seven minutes. A special 
mention must be made of little Horace Matthews. Froggatt 
had a most unhappy match trying to tackle a winger, who 
never seemed there to tackle. The truth is that Froggatt never 
looked like stopping the outside-left, and seldom did. All the 
forwards did well, and once again George Jackson held the 
goal-scoring Lewis comfortably. In the second half Greenway 
and Carter almost completely mastered Salters and Wilder.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 01-02-1947 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough travelled to Marston Road to take on Stafford 
Rangers in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough took the lead after ten minutes when Deane scored 
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following a free-kick. A few minutes later Cronin presented 
Matthews with a sitter, and the chance to make the score 
2-0 to the visitors, but with a yawning net in front of him 
the winger headed over the bar. And then, to cap things off, 
Carter failed to score from a penalty after Cronin’s speed had 
taken him clean through the Rangers’ defence. Carter’s kick 
hit the post with keeper Appleby looking on.

Stafford equalised after 27 minutes, following some bad 
defending, as both Kelly and Carter miskicked, giving Marriott 
the chance to slip through and level the scores. The score 
remained 1-1 until 15 minutes from the end, as the visitors 
attacked persistently and looked like snatching a winner at any 
time. Rangers then broke away and for once the erratic Beatty, 
on the Stafford left-wing, got across a neat centre. As Jackson 
and Harvey went up to the ball together, Wood also left his goal, 
and the Stafford centre-forward headed into an empty net.

Then came two more goals by Harvey in as many minutes. 
First he neatly side-stepped Jackson near the penalty spot 
and shot hard into the bottom corner of the net; then Carter 
fell in a tackle and caught the ball in his lap – and Harvey 
easily netted from the resulting penalty kick.

Borough have only themselves to blame for this defeat. 
They held the whip-hand for most of the game, but failed to 
translate their cleverness into goals. Only Cronin was up to 
form with Paul and Deane falling away badly after a bright 
start. Matthews also had a quiet game, which meant that 
Johnson had few decent passes. Carter had an unfortunate 
match as he had a big hand in the Rangers’ first goal, failed 
with a penalty and then conceded a penalty.

Strong Midland Football League Suggested
Nuneaton One of the Towns Mentioned
Now that the suggested Fourth Division of the English League 
seems extremely unlikely to materialise – at any rate not in 
the very near future – feelers are being put out regarding 
the possible formation of a league for the strongest junior 
professional clubs in the Midlands.

It is argued that teams like Shrewsbury, Wellington, 
Worcester and Hereford are all now operating in leagues 
where long distances have to be travelled and where there 
are few games which come into the category of “derbies”. 

Commonsense, it is said, decrees that they should all be 
members of the same competition which, says a writer in 
the “Birmingham Sports Argus,” all boils down to the fact 
that there is a definite need for a really strong professional 
league in the Midlands within the suggested 50-mile radius 
of Birmingham.

“Chief need is for the strongest Midland junior professional 
clubs to get together. Once the nucleus of a powerful 
competition was formed, there would be plenty of clubs 
anxious to join.”

The writer suggests that the following clubs would form a 

decidedly useful competition:- Worcester, Hereford, Wellington, 
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Kidderminster, Stourbridge, Stafford, 
Dudley, Nuneaton, Cradley Heath, Burton, Brierley Hill, 
Darlaston, Oswestry, Kettering and Walsall Reserves.

Certainly these teams would form a much stronger 
competition than the present Birmingham Combination, 
especially as there would scarcely be a wage maximum rule 
in any new venture.

Incidentally, the Executive of the Birmingham Combination 
is tinkering with two ideas for next season – the formation of 
two sections if the teams unsuccessful in gaining admission 
last season renewed their applications, or a second division 
to comprise of the reserve teams of the present members 
with addition of several of the leading junior clubs in the 
Birmingham area.

It is understood too, that the maximum wages rule is soon 
likely to be dispensed with so as to enable teams to get on 
the move immediately the present season is over instead of 
having to wait until the annual meeting. It will be interesting 
to learn of the reaction of the Borough FC directors to these 
various proposals.

Worst Snow Blizzards In Living Memory
Trains At A Standstill: Buses ‘Lost’ In Drifts
Some Villages Isolated
Tuesday night’s (March 4th) blizzard, followed by another 
snowfall and gale on Wednesday night, was the worst in 
living memory in the Midlands. Though it did not leave in its 
trail severe damage done by the briefer and fiercer blizzard of 
1916, its effect, following six weeks of arctic conditions, was 
far more serious.

Nuneaton and district became snowbound, several 
neighbouring villages were isolated, rail and road services 
suffered the worst dislocation that can be remembered, and 
postal services were completely disorganised.

Dug Themselves Out
Householders had to dig themselves out from their homes, 
many workers, finding their usual bus not running had to 
trudge to work through the snow and high drifts. Cycling 
was impossible on all but main roads, and here it was only 
possible after the snow had been flattened down by heavier 
traffic and passages dug through the drifts. Spades and 
shovels were used to get motor vehicles through, but many 
of the main roads out of Nuneaton still remained blocked 
yesterday morning.

Huge Drifts
Huge drifts at Robinson’s End, Stockingford, prevented buses 
getting to Arley; Market Bosworth was completely isolated, 
and buses could not reach Astley, Fillongley, Leicester or 
Birmingham. On the Leicester route buses could only get as 
far as Hinckley, on the Birmingham route only to Furnace 
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End. The Nuneaton-Coventry bus service via Attleborough 
had to be suspended, the buses being diverted round 
Bedworth to Bulkington. Wolvey was another village cut off...

If Midweek Sport Is Banned
If the ban on all forms of midweek sport goes through – if 
some workable arrangment cannot be devised by which 
teams can complete their fixtures – the future of many 
football clubs is obscure.

Take the case of our local senior side – Borough FC, as an 
example. Its position is just about as unenviable as the 
club’s could be.

A study of the rearranged fixture list tells its own story. 
Nine Saturdays only remain until the present official 
ending of the season on May 10 (whether the season 
will be extended further remains to be seen), and no 
fewer than 17 games have still to be played – 12 at home 
(including the WBA A ‘away’ match) and five away.

Assuming that Easter Monday matches will not be 
classed as midweek fixtures, this means that seven 
games (all at home) have to be played in midweek. 
If they are banned the club is faced with a very 
considerable loss of revenue.

And on top of this is the certain dead loss of the wages 
and expenses and travelling costs of the five away games 
already played for which there will be no corresponding 
home matches to recuperate the loss thereby sustained.

Tomorrow week Borough should have entertained 
Tamworth, but that date has now been claimed for the 
semi-final of the Senior Cup, for which the club gets only a 
proportion of the “gate”. The Tamworth game, which would 
have produced one of the best attendances of the season, 
may not now take place – another big financial loss.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 08-03-1947 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; Greenway, Kelly and Carter; 
Underhill, Paul, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Atherstone took the lead through Hughes, 15 minutes after 
the interval. Then Borough were awarded a free-kick just 
inside the visitors’ half. Shannon lifted the ball into the 
goalmouth. It was headed forward to Johnson, who cleverly 
hooked the ball into the top of the net to level the scores.

From the re-start Borough went straight to the attack again 
and Deane was left with a splendid opening with goalkeeper 
Watson out of goal. It seemed that the inside man had 
hesitated too long but he recovered to put in a certain scoring 
shot just inside the upright, and full-back Woolley did the 
only really sensible thing in the circumstances. He dived 
across goal in goalkeeper style and pushed the ball away 

with his hands. A penalty kick was immediately awarded, yet 
though Watson left Underhill three-parts of the net in which 
to shoot, the latter could do no better than shoot straight into 
the goalkeeper’s hands.

Though Woolley’s deliberate handling of Deane’s scoring shot 
saved the “Adders” from defeat, in actual fact a win for the 
Borough would, have been all against the run of play.

Atherstone produced by far the better team work, and had 
their finishing been on a par with their clever midfield and 
approach play they must have won. Certainly they should 
have been a couple of goals up at half-time, for apart from a 
miss by Hughes, who headed over the top when a mere nod 
would have meant a goal, there were other occasions when 
they ought to have scored.

The visitors overcame the wretched playing conditions, while 
the Borough players were floundering all over the place and 
apparently quite unable to appreciate that the open style 
of play was the perfectly obvious choice under such heavy 
conditions – for three-parts of the game they were vainly 
trying to work the ball through the slush and water and 
failing badly into the bargain – the “Adders” kept their feet 
much better, cleverly found their men with long passes, and 
always displayed superior ball control.

Indeed, the visitors were Borough’s masters in all 
departments with the possible exception of goal, centre-half 
and centre-forward. Both Watson and Wood kept goal finely; 
Kelly was a highly capable substitute for Jackson, who was ill 
in bed with the flu.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 15-03-1947 
Borough: Wood; Kelly and Baldwin; Greenway, Jackson and Carter; 
Cronin, Grant, Johnson, Deane and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination game. A blizzard raged throughout the game.

Territorially there was little in the game, in fact, Borough 
probably had more actual scoring chances than did the 
winners. But they came unstuck in exactly the same manner 
as they did against the “Adders” the previous week. They laid 
traps for themselves by trying to play close football on a pitch 
which became deeper in snow as the game progressed.

Stourbridge, by moving the ball freely, always looked the 
more dangerous side. Not only were they better tacticians, 
but far better able to withstand the trying conditions. In other 
words they were much the tougher side and invariably came 
out best in the tussles for possession.

Borough had defects in all departments. Wood was not 
at his best in goal; he seemed to make no attempt to save 
when Wilmore got the home side’s third goal early in the 
second half. Baldwin seldom stopped Dellow. Kelly tackled 
skilfully yet failed in his clearances. The wing halves were 
weak. And there were only two forwards to cause Sollum 
and his colleagues much trouble – Johnson and Deane. 
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Grant, coming in for Paul at inside-right, was playing his first 
game for months, so that to criticise him would be unfair. 
Had he been at his best he would have scored three easy 
goals. On each occasion he broke clean through, only to lose 
possession trying to walk the ball past the goalkeeper. Cronin 
and Jackson were both playing their first game for six weeks. 
Jackson miskicked when Stourbridge opened their account 
and Matthews had another poor game.

Wilmore (2) and Reece scored for Stourbridge, their final 
goal coming about 15 minutes after the break and Johnson 
pulled a goal back for Borough about ten minutes later 
through Johnson, who cleverly directed a low centre by 
Cronin past Thacker.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 22-03-1947 
Borough: Wood; Shannon and Pringle; Kelly, Jackson and Ward; Cronin, 
Paul, Johnson, Deane and Grant.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup semi-final tie. The team was subject to 
many changes including Pringle, a new signing, at left back.

Bromsgrove opened the scoring with a goal after 38 minutes. 
A long pass up the left wing caught the Nuneaton defence 
wide and open, and as Jackson moved across to cover the 
beaten Shannon, Sabin placed the ball right in front of the 
net. Giles rushed in and drove the ball into the net.

When Kelly equalised in the opening minute of the second 
half, the goal seemed to confirm hopes that Borough would 
get through. A terrific rain-storm was raging at the time, and 
right-half Kelly ran clean through to fire a hard shot from only 
a few yards. Skitt, seemingly intent on protecting his face, got 
his hands to the ball, but could only push it into the net.

Borough failed to maintain their improved performance 
and Bromsgrove began to increase the pressure, and it 
was obvious Jackson and his colleagues did not relish it. 
The Rovers’ right-wing pair, Cave and Giles, gave Ward and 
newcomer Pringle a hectic time. Time and again Cave got 
his partner clean through and there were many exciting 
goalmouth incidents before, 12 minutes from the end, Rovers 
went into the lead again.

It wasn’t their own clever play that produced the goal, 
however, Shannon got all troubled when a ball was pushed 
through the middle. Only a yard or so from goal, with Bird 
right on his heels, he attempted to make a back pass to 
Wood. To save the situation the goalkeeper dived and in the 
scrimmage near the post which followed, Bird touched the 
ball into the net. Just before the end Giles clinched matters 
with a smart third goal.

The team changes were not a complete success and Grant 
does not look comfortable at left-wing. It is difficult to judge 
Pringle on this game, but Wood and Deane, who both know 
him vouch for his worthiness to a place in the side. Jackson 
did many good things, yet was also responsible for some 

glaring lapses by attempting to dribble under pressure. This 
is bad policy. The ball should be got away quickly in such 
circumstances. A centre-half, too, should not nearly so often 
have to get the ball down to his left foot to make a clearance.

Wood celebrated his election as captain of the side by giving 
a grand display. Jack Kelly again proved his versatility by 
giving a sterling account of himself at right-half. So Borough’s 
troubles are far from over. The team is playing under a cloud 
just now, and whether they can pull themselves together 
before losing their grip on the other big prize – the league 
championship – remains to be seen. 

Banning Of Midweek Evening Games
Birmingham Combination clubs have decided to send 
a strong protest to the Football Association against the 
prohibition of mid-week evening matches and calling 
for concessions at least so far as junior leagues are 
concerned.

A similar protest has also been sent to the Football 
Association by Mr F. J. Perry on behalf of junior football 
clubs and cup competitions in the Nuneaton district.

 City Transport v Nuneaton Borough 29-03-1947 
Borough: Wood; Baldwin and Pringle; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; Cronin, 
Johnson, Paul, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to take on City Transport in a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Outplayed and out-generalled in all departments in the first 
half, Transport lost their heads in the second period. The 
Borough trainer was constantly on the field. Two or three 
times Paul was heavily brought down; Johnson had to leave 
the field for a time; and Carter also had to receive attention.

Transport were lucky not to have conceded at least three 
penalties. Paul was right through when he was heavily 
tackled from behind and injured. The referee did nothing. 
A couple of minutes later the same thing happened. This time 
he awarded a penalty and Cronin shot wide from the spot. 
Later, Cronin cut right through, beat his man only a few yards 
from goal, only to be barged clean over the line by a back who 
made no effort to play the ball. The tragedy was that Cronin 
failed to convert the penalty.

Matthews got Borough’s opening goal – and a realy good 
one, too. Sent away on the left he cut in and was twice 
temporarily dispossessed by Batchelor. But, each time he 
got the ball back again and then closed in to slam the ball 
into the net just inside the upright. Paul got the other goal. 
He ran through on his own and as Delderfield was shaping to 
deal with a left-foot shot, Paul cleverly put it through with his 
right. Another clever goal. Transport got their goal mid-way 
through the second half. Stevenson burst away on the right 
and his centre was headed home by Larvin.
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A good game from Borough’s point of view, except for the fact 
that Paul, Johnson and Underhill are feeling the effects of 
their injuries.

Baldwin had a very good match at right-back. He was much 
better than Pringle, who was often beaten by Stevenson, 
despite having Carter in front of him. Pringle is an enigma; 
he has played in the best football, yet thus far, he has not 
revealed that form. Jackson played like his old self at centre-
half and in this game got the ball away when his goal was 
threatened. Wood had a fairly quiet game and only had one 
difficult shot to save, but saved it well.

Birmingham Combination Moves
A special meeting of the Birmingham Combination will be 
held on Monday in order to discuss the latest FA instructions 
regarding the playing of midweek evening matches.

As stated previously, the Combination has made a direct 
request to the FA for permission to play, but meanwhile 
the Oxfordshire FA has given a lead by granting Banbury 
Spencer, members of the Combination, sanction to play 
midweek games providing the kick-off is not before 6pm.

Another important matter to be discussed on Monday 
night will be a Nuneaton notice of motion regarding the 
retention of professional players.

They are hoping to secure a ruling that will enable clubs 
to retain those players whom they wish to keep.

At the moment professional players’ contracts expire 
after the final match of the season, and the clubs have 
no hold on them afterwards.

This means that any other club can step in an sign them 
without let or hindrance – and without payment of a 
transfer fee.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 05-04-1947 

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Borough made a bad start in their holiday programme by 
losing at home to Walsall Reserves. It was their first home 
league defeat of the season. It could be said that they were 
unlucky to lose, but that is of little consolation to a side 
struggling to stay in the championship race.

That they lost was entirely their own fault. They had the 
encouragement of an early goal, but from that point until 
half-time they gradually, but nevertheless, surely surrendered 
the initiative and were deservedly a goal behind at the break.

While it can be said that Walsall were the superior side at this 
stage, making the ball do the work and finding each other 
with unerring passes, both their goals were brought about by 
blunders from the home players.

Their equaliser came directly from a midfield mistake by 

Matthews, who fumbled the ball when he should have put his 
own side on the attack. Instead, Leek was given a clear course 
for goal and he ran in to beat Wood with a cross-shot. When 
they went ahead Mullard was quick to take full toll of a bad 
misunderstanding between Jackson and Wood. When the 
ball was banged down the middle, the centre-half, harassed 
by the Walsall leader, pushed the ball past Wood, who was 
running out of goal. The goalkeeper would have cleared 
easily, but was at fault, equally with Jackson, in not calling 
to Jackson. The result was that Mullard slipped by Wood and 
ran the ball into an empty net.

Borough were a transformed side after the break. In the first 
minute a full-back saved a certain scoring shot by Cronin 
when he kicked off the goal-line with Bennett well beaten. 
Borough swarmed to the attack after this and penned in their 
opponents for long spells. There were some exciting tussles 
in the Walsall goalmouth, but try as they would Borough 
could not get the ball into the net.

Fortune certainly smiled on the Walsall goal, yet, just before 
the final whistle, fortune or not, Underhill should have 
scored. While all this excitement was going on Wallsall 
caused trouble with their breakaways, hitting the bar and the 
upright. Wood was injured in scrambling the ball away off the 
line after the latter incident.

 Worcester City Res v Nuneaton Borough 07-04-1947 

Borough travelled to St George’s Lane to take on Worcester 
City Reserves in a Birmingham Combination match.

It was the same old story on Easter Monday. Weak inside 
forward play was largely responsible for the Borough losing 
after having had much more of the game than the home side. 
The actual cause of their defeat, however, was a bad blunder 
by the referee, when City got what proved to be the winning 
goal, five minutes after half-time.

Green, the home centre-forward obviously handled the ball 
near the half-way line to get it down to his feet. Everybody 
on the field saw the handling except, apparently, the referee, 
who allowed play to continue. Borough players, expecting 
the whistle, made no attempt to stop Green’s pass up the 
wing to Duggan, who raced away on his own and centred. 
And to make matters worse, outside-left Meredith was yards 
offside when he received the cross. Again the referee let play 
carry on and the winger ran in to score at will. Even the home 
supporters smiled.

As usual, Johnson got the visitors’ only goal – the first goal of 
the match. Chasing after a long up-the-field kick by goalkeeper 
Richards, who very ably deputised for the injured Wood, the 
centre-forward shook off the attentions of a defender and 
rocketed the ball into the net as Compton came out to meet 
him. Worcester’s equaliser, in the next minute, was neatly 
headed by Nolan from Meredith’s corner kick.

Still, Borough should have won in spite of that. Yet all their 
good midfield work came to nought because Johnson 
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received such poor support. He bravely ploughed a lone 
furrow in the middle. All through he had Goldstraw on the run 
and made openings galore for his inside men, but they never 
seemed able to keep up with him.

Worcester were a ragged lot and any side with championship 
aspirations (if Borough still has any!) should have beaten 
them. There is little hope now for Borough unless something 
is done quickly to bring greater strength to the inside forward 
positions. Perhaps it is too late already.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 08-04-1947 

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

If Borough had shown half the grit and determination against 
Walsall and Worcester as they displayed in the home match 
against Redditch, they would still be in the championship 
race. Not that they are yet finally out of it.

Borough have revealed such moderate form in many of their 
home games that spectators must have relished this victory – 
a victory which should have been much more pronounced.

Conditions were just about as bad as they possibly could 
have been. The ground was a veritable mud-bath and the 
rain and high wind only made things worse. But Borough 
overcame all these difficulties and their football was far 
superior to that of the visitors who, the day before, had 
overcome Bromsgrove, favourites for the league title, 4-1.

Even in the first half when they had to face the rain and a high 
wind, Borough were much the more impressive side, and with 
the least luck would have been leading by a wider margin 
than the odd goal in three.

After half-time Redditch were completely subdued and they 
had to withstand protracted pressure. Their goal had some 
remarkable escapes both before and after Johnson had 
settled the issue with a third goal.

What brought about this Borough revival? The answer is 
obvious – more punch at inside-forward, where Carter and 
Cronin showed rare industry and enterprise. It was a pleasure 
too, to see Underhill making such a good job of the outside 
right position, for he has had some very moderate games 
since returning to the side.

The whole team seemed to benefit from the forward changes. 
Taking Carter’s place at left-half, Greenway gave another 
sound display. Back at right-half, Kelly was – well just Kelly. 
In fact, the defence nearly always had the measure of the 
Redditch attack. Baldwin was outstanding at right full-back. 
Wright and Richards did all that was required of them.

Penn opened the scoring for Redditch with a good cross-shot 
following a sudden thrust after a period of defensive play. 
Underhill equalised when he cleverly pulled back a centre by 
Johnson. Matthews put Borough ahead, shooting through 
from Carter’s accurate corner kick. The final goal was netted 

by Johnson, who hooked the ball in from a very acute angle. 
This was something like the Borough of old. What a pity that 
they should have slumped so badly recently.

Clubs May Now Play Midweek If –
Birmingham Combination games may now be played 
in the evenings providing they apply to their respective 
football associations for permission and providing that 
the matches do not interfere in any way with industry.

That is the reply of the Football Association to the 
League’s protest against the ban on midweek football, 
and was read at the meeting of the Combination on 
Monday night.

Nuneaton Borough FC’s motion to introduce a new rule 
concerning the retention of players to whom clubs were 
prepared to pay 30s a week during the summer break 
was defeated by 15 votes to three.

As stated in last week’s “Observer,” Nuneaton Borough’s 
object in advocating such a rule was to enable clubs to 
retain their best players and to protect them against 
other clubs coming along and signing them, without let 
or hindrance, immediately the players’ contracts expired 
after the final game of the season.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 12-04-1947 

Nuneaton made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Borough could be forgiven for losing if they had gone down 
fighting at Redditch. Twice during the game they got goals 
to place them within striking distance of the home side, but 
even goals couldn’t inspire them to greater effort. And if goals 
can’t do it, what can? It’s just too bad.

There were times during the game when Redditch simply ran 
Borough off their feet. The home side had played the same 
number of Easter games as their opponents, but they were 
much more sprightly and incisive than the losers, who were 
sluggish, and lacking all the essentials necessary to a team 
struggling for honours.

Glover gave Redditch an early lead with a fine shot following 
a clever run. When the same player got a second goal, 
Baldwin, thinking he was standing outside the goalmouth, 
picked up his foot and purposely allowed a simple shot to go 
by him, not outside for a goal kick as he thought, but into the 
net. Carter headed a fine goal from Matthews’ neatly placed 
corner-kick to cut the deficit. White made it 3-1 when he 
received the ball from a free-kick and ran through on his own, 
Greenway running alongside him, neglected to tackle.

Richards enhanced his reputation, even though he was 
unfortunate in contributing to Redditch’s final goal. He did 
well to save an awkward shot near the foot of the post, but 
lost his balance and fell backwards into the net.
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The one bright spot was Plant, making his first appearance 
in the side at inside-right. The way he found the open spaces 
with his passes, his enthusiasm, and the way he accepted 
the only real chance that went his way – he drove in hard 
from close range and the goalkeeper could do no better than 
punch it against an upright from where it flew into the net. All 
stamped him out as a player of promise.

The defence was shaky all through. Compton and Glover 
made Baldwin do a lot of “blind” chasing of the ball, while 
both Kelly and Greenway were often beaten. Worse still, most 
of the passes intended for their own forwards generally went 
straight to an opponent.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 19-04-1947 
Borough: Richards; Baldwin and Wright; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; 
Underhill, Cronin, Johnson, Deane and Large.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough scored their first goal after half-an-hour through 
Deane, who had fallen awkwardly earlier in the game and 
damaged his ankle. Deane had already missed one opening 
through being compelled to use his damaged foot, but he 
collected the ball well outside the penalty area and his fierce 
drive left Saunders standing. Five minutes later, Underhill 
increased the lead. After a couple of attempts to get the ball 
under control, he drove in a shot which entered the net off an 
upright with Saunders out of position.

There was no further scoring until 16 minutes from the end, 
when McPhee seized on a chance well out to beat Richards all 
ends up. It was a goal very similar to the one scored earlier by 
Deane. After this goal, Banbury piled on the pressure and the 
home defence had some anxious moments before the end. 
On one occasion a Banbury player was fouled inches outside 
the penalty area and things looked ominous, but the home 
players successfully barricaded their goal and the ball was 
driven into the wall.

Borough’s chief weakness lay in attack. Naturally Deane’s 
injury put the line out of gear and led to various compulsory 
switches; but there is the inescapable fact that it lacked 
punch. Johnson had a poor game in the middle and it was 
unusual to see a centre-half holding him so easily, especially 
when the ball was in the air, as did Woodward, the Banbury 
pivot. Easily the best of the forwards was Cronin, who worked 
tirelessly and often left Banbury wing-half Locke standing.

Until McPhee’s late goal shook them slightly, Borough 
defenders had a good day. Richards proved himself the 
capable goalkeeper he undoubtedly is. Baldwin and Wright 
covered the goalkeeper admirably, while the halves did a 
sound job of work, with Kelly and Carter often going up in 
support of their forwards.

There was an improvement in the Borough’s form, but it is 
still not good enough to warrant confidence.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 26-04-1947 
Borough (from): Wood; Baldwin and Wright; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; 
J. R. Knight, Johnson, Plant, Cronin and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Crawford opened the scoring for Bromsgrove. Baldwin 
should have cleared, but even so, Wood was much too slow 
in getting down to a none too difficult shot which went right 
underneath his body. After Bromsgrove had extended their 
lead to 2-0, Plant reduced the arrears. Despite his lack of 
experience and the fact that centre-half Wainwright towered 
above him, the youngster confirmed the good impression he 
created at Redditch. He has the making of a good player.

Jackson started the move by coming through and slamming 
the ball down the middle to Johnson. The latter put the ball 
over Wainwright’s head and Plant rounded him like a flash 
and left Skitt standing with a beautifully placed shot.

Bromsgrove were flattered by their 3-1 interval lead, for 
after Plant had made the score 2-1 Borough attacked hotly. 
Johnson could have rushed the ball through from a J. R. 
Knight centre, but preferred a hurried shot which went wide, 
and then Knight cut in to place the ball past the advancing 
Skitt. Chapman, however, rushed across and saved a certain 
goal by kicking off the line. It was after these two escapes that 
Bromsgrove got their third goal with the last kick of the half.

The first 15 minutes of the second half was disastrous for 
Borough, for in the space of six or seven minutes Bromsgrove 
got three more goals to make the score 6-1. Despite the 
hopelessness of their task, Borough fought back gamely. 
Carter reduced the lead with a centre which Skitt tried to 
punch away from under the bar instead of catching it. He 
missed the ball altogether. Crawford followed with a goal for 
the Rovers and then Matthews replied with a first-time shot 
from a Carter corner kick.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 03-05-1947 
Borough: Richards; Baldwin and Wright; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; 
J. R. Knight, Cronin, Plant, Paul and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

With young Plant, leading the attack for the first time at 
Manor Park and cousin Ray Paul, recovered from his ankle 
injury, taking the place of the injured Deane, the front line 
took on a new lease of life. From start to finish it over-ran 
the Dudley defence, which never looked like checking its 
triumphant march.

Plant (4) and Paul (2) got all the Borough goals. It was a real 
pleasure to see the latter producing some of his pre-injury 
form. He put through many delightful passes to the centre-
forward. But well as they both played, they did no better than 
Cronin, who had settled down to be just the inside man the 
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doctor ordered. With J. R. Knight again doing well on the wing, 
and Matthews working hard on the opposite flank – well, 
Dudley must have been glad when the whistle went for time.

So shaky at Bromsgrove, Borough’s defence dominated the 
proceedings, with Carter and Kelly serving up some grand 
stuff. So easily were the Dudley forwards held that Richards 
did not have a single shot to deal with until mid-way through 
the second half, when he made a grand full-length save.

Plant’s first goal was a lucky affair, but there was no doubt 
about his other three. They were all finely taken. The first of 
Paul’s brace was a curious affair. He put the ball across from 
almost off the goal-line. The swerve of the ball beat Willetts 
and he only helped it further into the net.

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 05-05-1947 

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Although they did not draw level until four minutes from the 
end of this match, and then only through the medium of a 
penalty kick, Borough should have won, even allowing for a 
really fine display by the visitors.

It was the opportunism of Love, Moor Green’s inside-left, that 
kept his side in the hunt. After Paul had given Borough an 
early lead, Love got two grand goals, one ten minutes before 
half-time and the other 19 minutes after the change of ends, 
to give his side the lead. Both came from grand shots taken 
from well out.

Both before and after these two goals Borough had scoring 
chances. Some easy openings were missed, bad luck alone 
prevented other goals. Carter netted from a free-kick, but the 
goal was disallowed because Paul bundled the goalkeeper. 
Carter also failed from the penalty spot, following a foul on 
Matthews, goalkeeper Horne saving his spot kick.

The upright saved Moor Green on three occasions, when 
shots from Paul and Plant crashed against it, and later when 
Plant’s header struck the foot of the post with the goalkeeper 
beaten. And just before Matthews converted the late penalty 
kick for a foul on Plant, the goalkeeper made a magnificent 
one-handed save from the centre-forward when a goal 
seemed certain.

It must not be imagined from all this that Moor Green were 
outclassed. On the contrary, there were times when they 
served up some truly grand football and kept the Borough 
defenders working at full stretch. But it cannot be denied 
that Borough had far more actual scoring chances than did 
their opponents.

It was a grand game to watch and simply pulsated with 
thrills. Both goalkeepers were constantly in action, and each 
effected many fine clearances. In fact, the large crowd were 
kept on tenterhooks from start to finish.

The visitors put up a great fight and contributed towards one 
of the best games seen at Manor Park this season.

England Cap for Nuneaton Boy?
The 14-year-old son of a Nuneaton 
miner may gain a schoolboy 
soccer international cap, having 
been selected along with 15 other 
boys to travel to Ireland, where 
England are due to play two 
matches during Whit-week.

He is Grenville Jones, only son 
of Mr and Mrs T. Jones, of 8 Mill 

Gardens, Chilvers Coton. The boy left Swinnerton School 
at Easter, but is eligible to play in English schools football 
until the end of the season...

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 10-05-1947 
Borough: Richards; Baldwin and Wright; Kelly, Jackson and Carter; 
J. R. Knight, Cronin, Plant, Paul and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Harrison opened Tamworth’s account with a neat header 
from Atkins’ perfect centre after two minutes. Not long 
afterwards came their second when Jackson put through 
his own goal and a third came six minutes before half-time. 
Bright heading through cleverly from another Atkins’ cross.

Ten minutes after half-time Hughes made the score 4-0 with a 
shot from good range, and Harrison made it 5-0 when he headed 
through a centre by White. Paul got Borough’s consolation goal 
when he shot through following a Kelly free-kick.

There can be no disguising the fact that Borough were out-
generalled, out-manoeuvred, in fact completely outplayed, 
from first kick to last. Their defence was as wide open as a 
field, while the attack was absolutely devoid of method and 
ideas. Indeed, I have not seen a Nuneaton side play so badly 
for many seasons.

Tamworth got a goal inside two minutes and never looked 
back. Borough never looked up. The ease with which they 
got the first goal was bad enough, but when Jackson, quite 
needlessly kicked a shot which Richards would have saved 
easily, and deflected the ball past his own goalkeeper – well it 
was just too bad.

After that it was all Tamworth. They played copybook 
football on the heavy ground and literally ran rings round the 
Borough defence, which badly blundered on many occasions. 
The halves were ineffective throughout the game. All three 
had a poor game. Jackson in the middle, was all too easily 
beaten. Wright could not hold Atkins, neither could Baldwin 
keep Frank White in check. Richards had an unenviable time 
in goal due to poor covering.

The forwards were no better than the defence. They played 
as individuals; there was a lack of co-ordination and passes 
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usually went straight to a defender. Crowhurst in the 
Tamworth goal, often just had to walk out and pick up the 
ball as nonchalantly as a wicket-keeper. Plant could make no 
headway against Johnson in the first-half, largely because he 
scarcely had a decent pass; Paul did no better as leader after 
half-time and kept the ball too much to himself. In fact, that 
was the big fault with all the players, when the obvious policy 
was to keep it moving.

Tamworth owed their success to a much steadier defence, 
in which Finch, Johnson and Craven were outstanding. 
Charlie Craven, the old Birmingham forward was the best 
constructive player on the field.

Nuneaton Comedian 
Makes Good
Twenty-three-year-old Billy 
Breen, of 52 Clifton Road, 
Nuneaton, a well-known local 
comedian who has recently 
concluded a tour of Devon and 
Cornwall with H. V. Leslie’s 
“Tomorrow’s Stars” Company, 
has been given a contract to 
appear in Mr Leslie’s new show 
which will probably bear the 
same name.

He has also been signed up to play the dame in the 
pantomime “Cinderella” due for the North this year.

A popular figure in the summer shows in Riversley Park. 
Mr Breen was partner with Mr Ken Daniels for some time 
and also with Miss Hazel Cook (now in Canada). He is an 
excellent comedian and at his best when doing a female 
impersonation. He was accompanied on his recent tour by 
Mr Ronald Hollis, who has been his pianist for many years.

Billy has been on the stage from the age of 14, ever since 
he left Manor Park School.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 17-05-1947 
Borough: Richards; Baldwin and Wright; Boffin, Kelly and Carter; Cronin, 
Underhill, Paul, Grant and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Stafford Rangers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The first-half produced a keen tussle, and so closely were the 
teams matched that Borough just about deserved their 1-0 
interval lead, through a Matthews’ penalty. Certainly there was 
nothing to suggest that there would be so remarkable a change 
after the break. In fact, at half-time it was anybody’s game.

Fifteen minutes after the break, Paul scored a neat goal to 
give the home side a 2-0 lead. That goal settled the issue, 
with Borough playing brilliantly and going all out for the kill.

The Stafford defence went down like ninepins before the 

repeated onslaughts of Paul and his merry men, and long 
before the finish were rendered completely impotent, just 
standing still and allowing the home attack to run rings 
around them.

Paul, was undoubtedly the man of the match, and was at his 
very best. His second-half form was certainly his best of the 
season and his three goals were right out of the book. When 
he got his first, after 60 minutes, he rounded off smart work 
by Grant with a grand shot. For his second he completely 
hoodwinked the Rangers’ defence. When he was put through 
down the middle, the Stafford defenders held off expecting 
him to make a pass. Instead, he raced on towards goal and 
slipped the ball into the net as Appleby came out to meet 
him. His third and final goal was the best of the lot. Again his 
speed took him clear through, but well away to the left of the 
goal. With not much of the net in which to shoot he slammed 
it home with his left foot. A truly grand goal.

Paul should have got a fourth shortly afterwards. Again he ran 
right through the battered Rangers’ defence, went to within 
a yard or two of the helpless Appleby – and then put the ball 
into the keeper’s hands.

While no praise is too high for Paul, it should be said, without 
hesitation, that the whole front line did a fine job of work. At 
half-speed Cronin, back on the wing, was altogether too fast 
and elusive for Peck, who seemed to have lost all interest in 
the proceedings long before the end. Matthews, Underhill 
and Grant also put in some fine work.

Kelly almost completely blocked the route to goal down the 
middle. He had the measure of centre-forward Sizer from 
start to finish and even sharp-shooter Harvey usually found 
himself chasing fresh air. Wright continues to improve and 
in this game was even better than skipper Baldwin. Young 
Richards never looked like being beaten in goal.

Unfortunately, Stafford did not take their hiding too well, and 
some of their tackling was, to say the least, a little robust.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 24-05-1947 

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Darlaston looked a much better side than they really are, 
because the home side played so badly. Only the fine 
defensive work of Kelly and Baldwin saved Borough from the 
hiding they so richly merited. They were the only two players 
in the side who put up any show at all.

Wright was weak at full-back; Ward and Carter were little 
better at wing-half; while, for the major portion of the game 
Paul was vainly waiting for the right type of pass. Those 
passes were so badly placed that they were chicken feed 
for the Darlaston defenders. I have seldom seen Cronin so 
ineffective as in this game.

Darlaston won at will – because they had little or nothing to 
beat. That is the plain, untarnished truth. How a team can 
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play so well one match and so atrociously poor another is 
beyond everyone. It is inexplicable.

Darlaston got a goal in each half, Wolverson getting the first 
and Griffiths the second. Birkitt, their young centre-half was 
the game’s outstanding player.

Hinckley Athletic Applying For Membership
It is announced that Hinckley Athletic (formerly 
Hinckley United), have applied for membership of the 
Birmingham Combination next season. Sutton Town, 
pre-war members of the League, may also apply to 
become members.

The present indications are that there will be one 
vacancy with Worcester City Reserves having withdrawn 
to become members of the Birmingham District League.

Kidderminster Leaving Combination
Kidderminster Harriers have been admitted to the 
Birmingham and District League, of which they were 
champions in the season 1937-38 and 1938-39.

Birmingham A are applying for membership of the 
Birmingham Combination along with Hinckley Athletic.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 26-05-1947 

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup. Paul was unable to play 
and John Knight was given the centre-forward position. Plant 
came in at inside-right and Johnson, after several weeks’ 
absence, filled the inside-left berth. Reserve team player 
Shannon and Boffin took their place in Borough’s defence.

Borough took the lead after 14 minutes, when Cronin pushed 
the ball back to full-back Shannon, who banged it hard and 
high towards goal. Watson came out too far, failed to reach 
the ball properly, and it dropped behind him into the net. Ten 
minutes before half-time, Mansell, the “penalty king” levelled 
the scores, when Carter was adjudged to have handled the 
ball in the area, but seven minutes’ later Matthews also 
converted a penalty for Nuneaton, when Poole handled a 
Carter free-kick to prevent the ball reaching Cronin.

A minute from the end Knight was put right through and 
should have scored easily. His half-hit shot from close range 
was only partially cleared by Watson and Cronin nipped in, 
went round the keeper and placed the ball into an empty net.

Generally speaking, the Nuneaton defence stood up well to 
the Atherstone forwards and the only time they faltered was 
in the first 15 minutes of the second half, when the visiting 
halves exploited the empty spaces in the middle of the field 
to keep lifting the ball back into the Nuneaton goalmouth as 
fast as it was got away.

Once Carter moved up to fill that midfield gap, Borough again 

got on top and the Atherstone goal had one or two fortunate 
escapes before in the very last minute of the game, Cronin 
netted a third goal to put the issue completely beyond doubt.

So poor was the “Adders” finishing that Richards, another 
of the Borough’s local youngsters, was only in real difficulty 
twice throughout the game. Once in the first-half he saved 
brilliantly by pushing a shot against the bar; and on one 
occasion in the second-half a shot struck the top of the bar 
and went behind. Richards did everything in first-class style 
and made the job look easy. Watson at the other end, made 
everything look difficult and often dropped the ball.

None of Borough’s substitutes did badly. John Knight is 
worth persevering with; Plant did a lot of useful work; Boffin 
was always a trier; while Shannon did much better than 
the last time he played and, once again, figured among the 
goalscorers with one of those big kicks of his.

 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 31-05-1947 
Borough: Richards; Shannon and Baldwin; Boffin, Kelly and Carter; 
Cronin, Grant, Paul, Plant and Matthews.

Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for an away 
fixture in the Birmingham Combination.

Borough opened the scoring when Cronin sent Plant away 
and his cross was converted by Paul, to give Borough a 1-0 
lead that they took into the second-half.

It was after 11 minutes of the second period that Grant sealed 
Albion’s fate, scoring a lovely goal from the edge of the 
penalty area. Matthews made the score 3-0 from the penalty 
spot following a foul on Cronin.

It was all Borough from then on and even George Shannon 
found time to nip just over the half-way line and try one of his 
specials – and he all but beat Tighe with a glorious dropping 
shot. If only Shannon’s tackling matched his kicking.

Skipper Baldwin was on top form and no-one looked like 
getting past him. So effective was the defence that Richards 
had a comparatively easy time in goal and what he had to 
do was dealt with competently enough. His two most hectic 
moments were in the second-half when he dived at the feet 
of both Morris and Saunders on the two odd occasions they 
got away.

Plant, who undoubtedly is enhancing his status every 
turnout, missed a second-half sitter when with only six yards 
to shoot, he chose to tap the ball on a further couple of yards 
with the result that it was scrambled away.

The two men who contributed greatly to Borough’s success 
were Kelly and Cronin. Poor Morris, West Brom’s leader. He 
found Kelly at his best, which is too good for most, with the 
result that he never had a chance. In the air, on the ground, 
it all came the same to the Borough pivot who hardly put a 
foot wrong. Cronin has had one or two bad games recently, 
but has never been more sparkling than he was on Saturday, 
waltzing round everyone and giving Flavell a torrid time.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 07-06-1947 
Borough: Richards; Shannon and Baldwin; Boffin, Kelly and Carter; 
Cronin, Grant, Paul, Plant and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough’s big test came in the first-half. Not only did they 
have to kick against a strong breeze, but when they lost Paul 
and Grant had to move outside-left, the dice were heavily 
loaded against them. At full-strength they were the superiors 
of their opponents and Paul gave them the lead after only 
three minutes; but when they had to battle along with only 
ten men and a cripple they found their task a heavy one.

From the time of Paul’s injury until half-time Hednesford gave 
the home defenders a gruelling time but the visitors’ finishing 
was so poor that Richards had few shots to deal with. In 
between times the four home forwards with little support 
from the halves, who were much too busy defending to give 
the attack much support, made one or two dangerous raids 
and in one of these Grant got a second goal.

Although their 2-0 half-time lead was hardly in accord with 
the actual play, taking into account all the circumstances it 
represented a good 45 minutes’ work. With the wind at their 
backs after the change of ends Borough almost completely 
took charge of the proceedings and got three more goals to 
the visitors one, which came from a penalty kick, awarded 
following a melee in the area, during which two or three 
players went down. Richards made a grand attempt to save 
Tatler’s spot kick and got his fist to it, but was only able to 
divert it into the net.

Plant got the other two goals, the first following a scramble 
in the Hednesford goalmouth, and the other with a smashing 
shot taken on the run from the inside-right position. This was 
the best goal of the match and made amends for a bad miss 
earlier on when he missed a sitter after being sent through on 
his own from Matthews’ pass.

Kelly and Baldwin were again the pick of a hard working 
defence, whose only real fault was that of retreating in face of 
Hednesford’s persistent first-half attacks instead of going in 
to the tackle. Richards was again a competent goalkeeper.

 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res 14-06-1947 
Borough: Richards; Shannon and Baldwin; Boffin, Kelly and Carter; 
Cronin, Plant, John Knight, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
the final Birmingham Combination game of the season.

Duggan opened City’s account after 24 minutes, but just 
before half-time John Knight fastened on to a perfect through 
ball by Boffin to equalise. Worcester’s winning goal came 21 
minutes from the end.

But for Baldwin and Richards the visitors must have won 
by a much wider margin, for they did quite eight-tenths of 

the attacking. The skipper was the only defender able to 
move the ball, and twice kicked away when a goal seemed 
imminent. Once when Richards was yards out of his goal.

The goalkeeper did his job cleanly and confidently, and was 
in no way to blame for either of the two goals, for both came 
following hectic scrambles in the Borough goalmouth and 
after other shots had been only partially cleared by his 
co-defenders. The forwards were never together and seldom 
looked like scoring. Plant was the only really dangerous 
man in the whole line. Even Cronin could do little right. 
John Knight, is obviously not ready for this type of football. 
He had two or three excellent chances. Once in the first-half 
he was put clean through but failed to control the ball and 
A. Compton, the only man he had to beat, rushed out of goal 
and kicked the ball away from almost right off his toes.

City were streets ahead of the home side in almost everything 
they did. Certainly they were much the superior craftsmen 
and tacticians, and invariably came out on top in tackles. Had 
their finishing been on a par with their midfield and approach 
work they would have won with more goals to spare.

Borough FC Directors Entertain Players
References To A Difficult Season
Nuneaton Borough FC directors entertained the players and 
staff of the club to a luncheon at the Peacock Inn on Monday 
night, when references were made to the difficulties of the 
past season.

Mr H. Watkins, chairman, presided, supported by the 
vice-chairman, Mr F. J. Perry, other members of the Board, 
Mr A. Barnett, secretary and Mr George Moore JP.

Proposing the toast of the Borough Football Club, Mr Moore 
spoke of the interest he had already taken in sport and 
remarked how, when he celebrated his golden wedding, 
he was delighted to receive a letter of congratulation from 
Bill Curl, an old Stockingford stalwart.

Mr Moore referred to the difficulties of the past season and 
praised the work of all associated with the club at a time 
when conditions had been so abnormal. He mentioned that 
he seen all the Nuneaton Boys’ matches with the exception 
of the one against Kent, and remarked how delighted he 
was that they had won the Birmingham Shield. He had not 
seen the Borough play so often as he would have liked, but 
regretted the action of spectators who were so free in their 
criticism of the players. He deprecated such behaviour and 
wondered what kind of a show they would put up if they had 
to take the place of the players. He wished the Borough club 
every success in the future.

Difficult Season
The toast was responded to by Mr Reg Carris, who also 
enlarged upon the difficulties of the past season. The weather 
had upset all their plans and, consequently, they found 
themselves playing in the cricket season.
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Mr Carris praised the efforts of the chairman, of his fellow 
directors and of the backroom boys – those who worked 
behind the scenes. He considered there was a bright future 
for football in Nuneaton and trusted that one day they would 
have English League football in the town. He congratulated 
the first team on winning the Charity Cup and the Reserves 
on being runners-up in two cups.

The speaker also had a word of praise for Cec Baldwin, 
skipper of the first team.

Chairman’s Thanks
The chairman expressed thanks to all those who had assisted 
the club during the past season, and then presented the 
miniature cups to those players who had played in the 
President’s Cup.

The miniature cups in connnection with the Hospital Cup 
were presented by Mr Perry, who remarked that a record sum 
would be handed over to the hospital. He eulogised the hard 
work put in by Mr George Paxton and his Supporters Club, 
mentioning that he had raised over £40 for the installation 
of loudspeaker equipment at Manor Park. Their best thanks 
were due to him.

Mr Perry mentioned that a remaining cup should either have 
gone to the secretary or to Mr Percy Osborne, but they had 
agreed that it should be presented to their youngest player, 
Norman Bullock, whom he wished every success in the future.

Inconsistent
Mr Jock Lauderdale, the manager, spoke of the inconsistent 
performances of the team, which neither the directors nor he 
could understand. He felt sorry for some of the lads who really 
wanted to do their best for the club but simply could not do 
anything right. “I had one or two players who could play on 
hard grounds, one or two who could play on soft grounds – 
and some who couldn’t play at all,” he said amidst laughter. 
However, he though they might do better next season. He 
reminded the players that the public went to see them, not the 
directors nor himself, so it was up to the players.

Mr Perry praised the work of the secretary, Mr Barnett, who 
briefly replied. A social evening followed.

1946-47 Season Review
Last Saturday saw the end of the longest football season on 
record, and no-one, was sorry to see the curtain come down. 
It was not an easy season for any club, big or small, but one 
fraught with difficulties.

The end of January brought some of the vilest weather ever 
encountered and for several weeks afterwards games were 
played either in deep snow or were abandoned altogether. 
The Government ban on midweek fixtures and the necessity 
for completing promotion and relegation problems resulted 
in the season twice being extended with the inevitable result 
that football clashed with cricket – and cricket weather.

From Nuneaton Borough FC’s point of view it has not 
only been a long wearying affair but, once again, a most 
disappointing one, running very much on the lines of the first 
post-war season, when after playing so well for three-parts 
of the campaign and appearing to have the championship 
within their grasp, the team cracked up.

Up to February 1, because of the many home games they had in 
hand, Borough were ideally placed in the league table. At that 
stage the team had played soundly and championship hopes 
were very high. Then came a month’s enforced rest owing to 
the weather. From that moment the club’s troubles began.

When they resumed playing on March 8, the team dropped 
their second home point of the season to the “Adders”. The 
following week they lost 3-1 at Stourbridge and on March 
24 they were beaten at home for the first time, Bromsgrove 
Rovers defeating them 3-1 in the semi-final of the Senior 
Cup. But worse was to come. Although the next Saturday 
they gained a couple of away points at the expense of City 
Transport, on April 5 Walsall Reserves became the first league 
side to lower Borough’s colours at Manor Park by virtue of 
a 2-1 victory. On Easter Monday two further points were 
dropped at Worcester.

Double Hopes Vanished
By now, the cherished hopes of the double – the 
championship and the Senior Cup – had completely 
disappeared. Afterwards the team gave a curious mixture of 
good and bad football.

Several factors contributed to the team’s crack-up. There 
seems little doubt that the coming of the heavy grounds 
started the rot. Then there were the injuries to Paul and 
Deane, of whom much was expected in the goal-scoring 
line; there was an obvious lack of constructive ability – and 
punch – at inside forward; and last but by no means least, 
defensive flaws.

But what Borough lacked most of all were players of ripe 
experience both in attack and defence. Neither Paul nor 
Johnson was adequately supported when leading the attack. 
Their play suffered because there was not an inside man who 
could hold the ball and carve out openings. An experienced 
player or two in defence would have had a steadying effect 
on the defence which, at times, all too easily became rattled 
under pressure.

Experienced Players Needed
So, the chief need for next season is experienced players, not 
a team of them, but at inside forward, half-back and probably 
at right full-back. The right men could weld last season’s 
team into a consistent, winning combination.

The three most consistent players in the side were skipper 
Baldwin, Kelly and Cronin. Baldwin of the never-say-die spirit, 
played many fine games; Kelly was the versatile man of the 
side and could be relied upon in whatever position he played; 
while Cronin was nearly always the spearhead of the attack. 
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What he needed – and seldom got – was a really good inside 
partner. What a pity it was that Jack Kirkaldie had to go back 
to Doncaster Rovers.

The original halves – Greenway, Jackson and Carter – did well 
for quite a long period, but only Carter stuck the season out. 
Jackson and Greenway obviously became stale. Carter gave 
some brilliant displays, but was not consistent. Wood also 
gave some fine displays in goal but after being injured lost his 
confidence. Richards, who took his place, proved himself a 
most capable player, his work near the ground being first-
class. If he were but a few inches taller.

Matthews was an enigma. One week he would play as well as 
any winger could; the next he would be just as bad. Generally 
speaking, however, he rendered very useful service. Despite 
missing many games through injuries, Ray Paul was once 
again the club’s leading marksman with 23 goals. Johnson 
came second with 18, and Matthews third with 17.

Birmingham Combination
Final Table 1946-1947 
 P W D L F A Pts
Bromsgrove Rovers 36 23 4  9 105  57 50
Walsall Reserves 36 22 3 11  95  71 47
Darlaston 36 21 3 12 116  70 45
Nuneaton Borough 36 19 4 13  84  64 42
Atherstone Town 36 18 6 12  85  73 42
Tamworth 36 18 5 13  88  68 41
Stafford Rangers 36 18 5 13  81  70 41
Dudley Town 36 18 5 13  76  71 41
Stourbridge 36 16 7 13  72  75 39
Banbury Spencer 36 15 6 15  86  65 36
Kidderminster Harriers 36 16 4 16 104  84 36
Wolves “A” 36 16 4 16  72  67 36
Redditch 36 17 2 17  83  96 36
West Brom “A” 36 14 5 17  83  90 33
Moor Green 36 13 5 18  71 108 31
Hednesford 36 12 4 20  85 103 28
Worcester City Res 36 10 4 22  68  99 24
B’ham City Transport 36  5 8 23  51 107 18
Coventry City “A” 36  6 6 24  56 123 18

Borough FC Report Profit of £218
Annual General Meeting
At the annual meeting of Nuneaton Borough Football Club 
Ltd., held at the Peacock Inn, Market Place, Nuneaton, on 
Monday night, a profit of £218 15s. 7d. for the year ended May 
31, 1947, was reported.
The meeting was presided over by Mr Harry Watkins, 
chairman of the Board of Directors, who was supported 
by the vice-chairman, Mr F. J. Perry. Other members of the 
Board, Mr Alf Barnett (secretary) and Mr R. Plant (auditor).
Mr Watkins was re-elected chairman and Mr Perry vice-
chairman, and the two retiring directors, Mr Frank Watkins 
and Mr J. G. Till, were re-elected. Mr Plant was re-elected. 
Mr Plant was re-elected auditor, and Mr Leslie Hale, MP, was 
re-appointed the club’s solicitor.

Secretary’s Resignation
Mr Barnett confirmed a previous intimation that, owing to 
pressure of business, he was compelled, regretfully, to resign 
the position of secretary. He spoke of his two years’ very 
happy association with the club, and expressed his thanks to 
the directors and all associated with the running of the club 
for their kind co-operation. He remarked that although he 
was severing his official connection with the club he would 
always remain keenly interested in its affairs and would ever 
be ready to lend a helping hand.
Warm tributes were paid to Mr Barnett’s services to the club, 
and keen regret was expressed that he had found it necessary 
to resign.
It was decided to make Mr Barnett a hon. member of the club.
Mr P. Osborne, general secretary, was appointed.
It was disclosed that the majority of last season’s players had 
been retained and that the club was in touch with several 
League players. It was hoped to make an announcement in 
this connection within the next week or so.

Arthur Harris To Manage Bedworth
With the acceptance of Bedworth Town Football Club to 
the Birmingham Combination, it will be the first time in 
history that a professional side has operated under the 
town’s name.

Club officials are on the lookout for talent and so far the 
following players have signed professional forms: Mick 
O’Brien, late of Watford FC, Billy Deane (inside-forward), 
Harry Wood (goalkeeper), George Jackson (centre-
half) and David Lapworth (all of whom have played for 
Nuneaton Borough, with the exception of O’Brien). 
Cec Joy, last season’s captain of Coton Rangers, has also 
signed. The club also has several local lads in mind. 

The team manager will be Mr Arthur Harris, of Southend 
United and formerly player-manager of Nuneaton 
Borough.
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Darlaston — Extra Preliminary 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Darlaston to 
Manor Park for an Extra Preliminary 
Round FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; 
Greenway, Jackson and Carter; Cronin, 
Underhill, Paul, Johnson and Matthews.

Borough got their first goal after 
seventeen minutes play. In saving a 
“grand slam” from Paul, Bayley had to 
concede a corner, and from the second 
of two flag kicks by Matthews, Cronin 
slipped the ball to the centre-forward 
who crashed it into the net.

It was Paul, too, who made all the 
running for Cronin to score after half-
time. He took the Darlaston defenders 
over to the left-wing during a long 
dribble, turned back, beat another 
man, and then swung the ball into the 
goalmouth. Cronin was unmarked and 
scored with ease.

The third goal came from a penalty 
kick, awarded for a foul on a Nuneaton 
forward. Cronin shot hard and low into 
the net. Redwood got Darlaston’s only 
goal 13 minutes from the end, putting 
through from close range after the 
defenders had failed properly to clear a 
previous attack.

There could be no denying Borough’s 
superiority, which was never seriously 
challenged until towards the end when, 
after reducing Borough’s three goal 
lead, the champions made a desperate 
bid to try to save the game. But Wood 
saw to it that this did not succeed and 
before the close Borough were again 
doing most of the attacking.

Having regard to the amount of 
pressing they did, Borough might easily 
have won by a wider margin. Certainly 
they should have crossed over at half-
time with a much more convincing lead 
than 1-0, as for long periods Darlaston 
were penned in, and their goal had 
some lucky escapes.

If Ray Paul, whose enthusiasm knows 
no bounds, was the spearhead of 
the Borough attack, little Matthews 

provided the tricks. It was easily his 
best performance of the season. There 
were times when he did just as he liked 
with Williams. Johnson provided him 
with some choice passes and it is a pity 
that the inside-left cannot pace himself 
up a bit.

Darlaston did not possess the same 
strength at half-back as did the 
Borough. Birkett was unhappy against 
Paul, who often showed him the ball 
and then left him standing. Woodhall, 
the old Town player, and Hampsher 
lacked speed and were often left yards 
behind. Their forwards did not impress, 
certainly not in the art of finishing.

Atherstone Town — 1st Round 
Qualifying
Nuneaton travelled to Sheepy Road 
for a 1st Qualifying Round FA Cup tie 
against Atherstone Town.
Nuneaton: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; 
Greenway, Kelly and Carter; Cronin, Johnson, 
Paul, Underhill and Matthews.

A really grand goal by Johnson seven 
minutes from the start set the Borough 
on the high road to victory. Greenway 
started the move by pushing the ball 
out to Cronin. The winger delivered a 
low centre. Most forwards would have 
tried a first-time shot, but Johnson 
dived foward and got his head fair 
and square to the ball, which flew 
into the net just inside the post giving 
Hammond no chance whatever. It was 
a spectacular effort and gave not only 
the team, but Johnson himself the 
encouragement both required. At any 
rate Johnson, playing at inside-right, 
gave his best display of the season. 
Not only did he forage with marked 
success, but he was ever ready to go 
back and help his defence.

The forward who really did give the 
home defenders a headache was Paul. 
He had the usually reliable Attwood on 
the run throughout and dragged him 
all over the field. Yes, the Atherstone 
pivot will want to forget this match 
– and Paul, especially, for the centre-
forward was his master throughout. 

Paul’s wanderings to the wings 
created many gaps in the unreliable 
Atherstone defence. Yet it was his own 
opportunism that really settled the 
issue. When he got the first of his three 
goals 34 minutes from the start – White 
had just made the scores level – Carter 
foxed the “Adders” defenders with a 
free-kick just outside the penalty area. 
Expecting a shot at goal Attwood and 
his colleagues merely concentrated 
on covering up. Instead of trying the 
expected pile-driver, Carter merely 
lifted the ball over their heads and, 
running forward, Paul piloted it into 
the net with his head.

Two minutes later Paul made the 
score 3-1. He had a tussle with Woolley 
almost on the goal-line nearly half-
way to the corner flag, got round his 
man and cut in towards goal. Though 
he had very little of the goal to shoot 
at he flashed the ball by Hammond. 
He should have settled the issue just 
before half-time. This time he broke 
through down the middle, but with 
only the keeper to beat, blazed the ball 
high and wide.

Still, the centre-forward can be forgiven 
that mistake as he had already sealed 
the “Adders” fate. His last-minute 
conversion of Cronin’s centre was only 
really piling on the agony.

There was not a weak link in the 
Borough side. Every man played his 
part in his team’s success. The “Adders” 
never functioned as a team. It was a 
typical local “derby” in which both 
sets of players gave and received hard 
knocks. But success undoubtedly went 
to the better footballers.

Dudley Town — 2nd Round 
Qualifying
Nuneaton welcomed Dudley Town to 
Manor Park for a 2nd Qualifying  Round 
FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; 
Greenway, Kelly and Carter; Cronin, Johnson, 
Paul, Underhill and Matthews.

Borough got their first goal just before 
the break through Underhill, who 
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netted with a Brilliant drive. Borough 
also missed a penalty early in the first-
half, awarded for handball. Cronin’s 
kick was well-saved by Lee.

It was 13 minutes after the break that 
Paul got the other. He took a long 
down-the-middle pass from Carter, 
shook off the opposition and closed in 
to beat Lee with a fine low shot.

Dudley pulled a goal back following a 
silly defensive mistake by Borough. 
A harmless looking attack saw the 
ball land in the Borough goalmouth 
with Treagust seeming well covered 
by a couple of Borough defenders. But 
instead of closing in, tackling or kicking 
the ball away as they could have done 
quite easily, both defenders stood 
there, as though mesmerised. Treagust, 
the Dudley centre-forward, who had 
been so quickly and relentlessly tackled 
hitherto, must have wondered what it 
was all about. Anyhow, he had time to 
get the ball under control and shoot 
quite unhampered into the net.

After that Dudley launched many 
attacks on the Borough goal and put 
forth every ounce of energy into frantic 
efforts to save the game. During this 
period Borough went perilously close 
to losing their grip on the game, largely 
because they adopted the mistaken 
tactics of concentrating their efforts on 
keeping Dudley out instead of throwing 
all their energies into attack as they 
had done for most of the game.

The result was that the Nuneaton goal 
had some narrow squeaks – not once, 
but two or three times. And yet, in 
spite of this, it was Borough who went 
nearest to scoring again in those hectic 
dying minutes.

Underhill raced clean through, but 
with only Lee to beat blazed the ball 
high over the bar and with practically 
the last move of the game a delightful 
piece of combined play – perhaps 
the best of the whole game – ended 

in Johnson skimming the bar with a 
lightning header.

Lee was outstanding for the visitors. His 
penalty kick save was but one of a whole 
series of fine clearances. Unquestionably 
he stood between his side and a much 
heavier defeat. Compared with Lee, 
Wood had an afternoon off in the 
Borough goal until nearing the end, but 
all through he inspired confidence by his 
clever anticipation and clean handling 
of the ball.

After a quiet opening, Paul ran into his 
best form, and Wood, the Dudley pivot, 
had a gruelling afternoon and Paul did 
pretty much as he liked with him, his 
only fault being a lack of steadiness in 
front of goal.

Hereford United — 3rd Round 
Qualifying
Nuneaton travel to Edgar Street, the 
home of Southern League Hereford 
United for an 2nd Qualifying  Round FA 
Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Wood; Shannon and Baldwin; 
Greenway, Kelly and Carter; Cronin, Johnson, 
Paul, Underhill and Matthews.

Hereford were always Borough’s 
superiors in football craft, but it was 
a Borough far below their usual form 
– until the last quarter of an hour, and 
by that time the visitors were five goals 
in arrears. In that short period of time 
Borough could have had three goals.

In spite of their failings, Borough 
held their own pretty well and were 
only a goal behind until five minutes 
before half-time, when Baldwin fouled 
Bradbourne in the penalty area and 
Roberts scored from the spot.

Immediately after half-time came what 
proved to be the crowning disaster 
for the visitors. The ball was slammed 
down the middle. Wood should have 
come out to effect an easy clearance. 
Instead, he remained in goal. Kelly 
had to go chasing back after the ball 

closely followed by Copp. Instead of 
putting it back to Wood, Kelly merely 
tried to keep Copp off the ball; but the 
Hereford leader nipped between the 
pair of them and directed the ball into 
the far corner of the net.

Borough got into further trouble not 
long afterwards when Wood failed to 
hold a hard drive, and Copp collected 
the ball and shot into the net.

Hereford’s fifth goal, too, was a 
jumbled up affair. It came from a 
corner. There was a general “scrum” 
in the goalmouth and eventually the 
ball glanced off Bradbourne’s head and 
over the line.

In fact, the only really clear cut goal of 
Hereford’s five was the first. And a good 
goal too. Regan, the old Manchester 
player, broke away on the right, sold 
Baldwin the dummy and then crossed 
the ball to Edwards, who netted with 
a smashing cross-shot. That four of 
their goals were simple affairs does not 
in any way detract from the merit of 
Hereford’s performance.

It was unfortunate that the Borough 
attack should have been so badly off 
colour, for there were times when the 
Hereford defence was as wide open 
as a field. From start to finish they 
adopted offside tactics and it was 
painful to see the Nuneaton forwards 
falling for it so often.

Altogether then, it was a sad ending to 
a truly grand run of Cup successes, in 
the course of which Borough mastered 
Darlaston, Atherstone and Dudley. 
Had Borough produced anything like 
the form in this game that they did 
in those, Hereford would have had 
nothing like the easy passage they 
actually did. Borough, sadly enough, 
did not have a single forward who 
appeared confident enough to hold 
the ball. This, coupled with shoddy 
defensive work, brought about their 
heavy defeat. 
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1946-47   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.31 Dudley Town  A L 2-4 Paul, Johnson
09.07 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 3-1 Kirkaldie (2), Paul
09.14 Banbury Spencer A L 2-2 Cronin, Paul
09.21 Darlaston  H FAC Preliminary 3-1 Cronin (2), Paul
09.28 Walsall Reserves A L 1-0 Matthews
10.05 Atherstone Town A FAC 1Q 4-1 Paul (3), Johnson c5000
10.12 Tamworth A L 0-3
10.19 Dudley Town H FAC 2Q 2-1 Underhill, Paul
10.26 Atherstone Town A L 5-0 Underhill (3), Carter (2 pens)
11.02 Hereford United A FAC 3Q 0-5
11.09 W.B.A. ‘A’ H L 4-1 Paul (2), Matthews, o.g.
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1946-47   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
11.16 Moor Green A L 3-0 Johnson (2), Matthews
11.23 Darlaston  A L 1-3 Matthews
11.30 Coventry Amateurs H BSC 1 4-1 Johnson (2), JR Knight, Carter (pen)
12.07 Kidderminster Harriers H L 1-1 Kelly
12.14 Wolves ‘A’ A L 0-1  
12.21 Stourbridge H L 4-1 Deane (3), Johnson
12.25 Coventry City ‘A’ H L 3-1 Carter (2, 1 pen), Shannon
12.26  Coventry City ‘A’ A L 1-0 Johnson
12.28 Hednesford Town A L 4-3 Deane, Paul, Matthews, o.g.
01.04 City Transport H L 4-2 Johnson (2), Deane, Cronin (pen)
01.11 Redditch A BSC 2 6-2 Johnson (2), Paul (2), Deane, Matthews
01.18 Wolves `A` H L 2-1 Matthews, Paul
01.25 Kidderminster Harriers A L 4-1 Matthews (2), Deane, Johnson
02.01 Stafford Rangers A L 1-4 Deane
03.08 Atherstone Town H L 1-1 Johnson
03.15 Stourbridge A L 1-3 Johnson
03.22 Bromsgrove Rovers H BSC S-F 1-3 Kelly
03.29 City Transport A L 2-1 Matthews, Paul
04.05 Walsall Reserves H L 1-2 Johnson
04.07 Worcester City Res A L 1-2 Johnson
04.08 Redditch H L 3-1 Underhill, Matthews, Johnson
04.12 Redditch  A L 2-5 Carter, Plant
04.19 Banbury Spencer H L 2-1 Deane, Underhill
04.26 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 3-7 Plant, Carter, Matthews
05.03 Dudley Town H L 6-0 Plant (4), Paul (2)
05.05 Moor Green H L 2-2 Paul, Matthews (pen)
05.10 Tamworth H L 1-5 Paul
05.17 Stafford Rangers H L 4-0 Paul (3), Matthews (pen)
05.24 Darlaston H L 0-2
05.26 Atherstone Town H HC Final 3-1 Shannon, Matthews (pen), Cronin
05.31 W.B.A. ‘A’ A L 4-0 Matthews (2, 1 pen), Paul, Grant
06.07 Hednesford Town H L 5-1 Grant (2), Plant (2), Paul
06.14 Worcester City Res H L 1-2 John Knight

KEY:  L = Birmingham Combination,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup, HC = Hinckley Cup
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Borough To Visit Gresley Rovers in FA Cup
Nuneaton Borough, Atherstone Town and Tamworth 
have been placed in Division II of the FA Cup competition 
for the coming season. They are the only Birmingham 
Combination clubs in this Division, all the other being in 
Division 8.

Nuneaton’s first match is to be played on October 4th 
and will involve a visit to Gresley Rovers.

New Signings
Centre-Half and Inside Forward Main Captures
Nuneaton Borough FC have announced their list of players for 
the new season. No fewer than 21 new men have been signed 
an no difficulty should be experienced in fielding two strong 
sides. The Reserve side will be operating in the Leicestershire 
Senior League.

The one big disappointment is that it had been hoped to 
announce the name of a player-coach. The club has been 
in negotiation with a well-known League player for several 
weeks but owing to other considerations the player has not 
yet signed. Nor has he fixed up with any other club. While the 
directors are still hoping that he will join the Borough, the 
final decision rests entirely with the player, whose difficulty at 
reaching a decision the club thoroughly appreciates.

Chief among the new players are Ronald Wykes, a centre-half, 
who last season helped Merthyr to win the championship of 
their section of the Southern League; and Stanley Marshall, 
inside-forward, who for the past two seasons, helped 
Wellington Town to win the championship of the Cheshire 
League. Both are young men and not veterans.

Wykes had been offered terms by his club of last season, but 
preferred to play nearer his home rather than make the long 
journey to Merthyr. Marshall is, of course, a local lad; in fact, 
he lives only a stone’s throw from Manor Park. He is equally 
at home at inside forward or wing-half, but prefers to be in 
the attack. Wykes should tighten up the defence and Marshall 
supply the constructiveness so badly missing last season.

Another player whom the directors are anxious to see is 
Bennett, an outside-left, who played for Oldham Athletic’s 
Lancashire Combination side last season. He is the brother of 
the Wolves’ player.

Other Contacts
A centre-forward, who last season scored a crop of goals for 
his club has been contacted but will not make a final decision 
until nearer the start of the season; while another player with 
League experience has promised that he will join the Borough 
if he does not find another League club.

There are a number of “unknown quantities” among the 
many other players signed.

Re-Signed
Last season’s players re-signed are Richards, Muhrberg, 
Shannon, Baldwin, Kelly, Wright, Carter, Ward, Boffin, Cronin, 
J. R. Knight, Grant, Johnson, Plant, John Knight, Tromans, 
Matthews, Ford and Underhill.

Ray Paul has not yet signed for any club, but has intimated 
that should he decide to play it will be for the Borough.

Borough Players Report For Training Next Week
Nuneaton Borough players report for training next 
Tuesday. Two public trial games will be played at Manor 
Park on Saturdays, August 9 and 16, kick-off 3-30pm.

In addition to those players already signed other new 
players will be included in the trial games. The price of 
admission to the trials will be 6d. ground, 3d. extra stand.

The prices of admission for the coming season are: 
Birmingham Combination, 1s. ground, stand 6d. extra; 
Leicestershire Senior League, ground 9d., stand 6d. extra.

Season tickets are now available, price 30s. inclusive, and 
can be reserved. Tickets may be obtained from the office 
at Manor Park any Tuesday or Thursday evening, also on 
Saturdays. There are 19 Birmingham Combination home 
matches and 12 Leicestershire Senior League.

First Borough Trial
Full-Back And Forward Impress
Borough officials should have no difficulty in arriving at 
conclusions as a result of the first practice match last Saturday.

Although it is always difficult to judge form correctly in such 
games as these, one can say that on the whole, a satisfactory 
impression was left. Certainly quite a few of the players 
on view should go forward to further trials. Others very 
definitely, may be allowed to go elsewhere.

Of the new players, Scattergood, a right full-back, probably 
took the eye more than anybody else. His positional play, 
sound tackling and sure kicking, compelled attention.

Thompson and Lingard, of Coton Rangers, impressed while 
Aston, Bowen, Bennett, Spencer and Taylor, also new players, 
should be given further runs. I would also like to see Spencer, 
a youthful outside-left, in action again.

None of the goalkeepers did badly, nor did centre-halves 
Palmer and Condron. J. Oakes too, left a good impression. 
Fisher also deserves another run.

Promising Forward
The forward who took the eye was McIlvenny. This lad 
played for the Borough in the Nuneaton Combination when 
only 15 years of age. The promise he showed then has 
been maintained. He is a clever ball player and shows a 
remarkable turn of speed.
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Obviously J. R. Knight is going to be in one of the two teams. 
Ward also did well, while young Bullock is a player with ideas. 
If John Knight could only finish he might get somewhere.

Second Borough Trial
Season’s Prospects Appear Bright
Cronin and two of the new players – Stan Marshall and Bill 
Scattergood – stole the limelight in Borough’s final practice 
match last Saturday. But other players, new and old, did 
well, so that by and large, things look promising for the 
coming season.

One thing is certain – and that is that whatever the 
composition of the team for the first game at Darlaston, it is 
going to be faced with a difficult task.

Cronin lacked a good partner last season. But he won’t this 
campaign. Marshall is just the man the doctor ordered – an 
intelligent footballer who knows how to draw a defence and 
then put the ball into the void spaces. Cronin revelled in 
the support he received and time and again left Carter and 
Quinney standing. This should prove the best wing the club 
has had for seasons.

Johnson did enough to earn him his place as leader of the 
attack. He got two of the four goals scored by the Reds, to 
which the Blues replied with a couple. Birtwistle, of Bedford 
Town, will probably be first choice goalkeeper, but the burly 
Evans of Newdigate Colliery is likely to run him close.

The half-back line may be Kelly, Wykes and Carter, but Carter 
will have to play hard to keep Billy Bond out. Bond, just back 
from India, on demobilisation leave, was playing his first 
game of the season, yet he did enough to prove that when he 
has settled down again, only an exceptionally good man is 
going to prevent him getting into the side.

Lingard, of Coton Rangers, shows distinct promise as a right-
half. He’s a big, strong player who knows how to use the ball. 
Cox, from Ellesmere Port, played a much improved game at 
centre-half, but just yet is scarcely likely to depose Wykes, 
who generally speaking gave a solid display.

1947-48
 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 23-08-1947 

Darlaston: Bilton; White and Reece; Woodhall, Harper and Hamsher; 
Oakley, Hunt, Griffiths, Smart and Dyas.
Borough: Birtwistle; Scattergood and Quinney; Kelly, Wykes and Carter; 
Cronin, Marshall, Plant, Thompson and Matthews.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston for the first match of 
the 1947-48 Birmingham Combination season.

The only goal of the match came ten minutes after half-time. 
Quinney tackled Oakley near the half-way line and the ball 
ran loose down the touchline. Oakley went after it chased 
by Quinney and swung the ball right across the Nuneaton 
goalmouth. Griffiths, unmarked practically on the goal-line, 

completely missed the ball, which travelled across to outside 
left Dyas. Before the Nuneaton defence could recover, Dyas lifted 
the ball back into the goalmouth for Oakley to head into the net.

It was a narrow victory for the home side, though they 
deserved to win. Whereas their forwards made several good 
scoring attempts, Borough forwards did not put in one single 
good shot. Bilton had an easy time in goal.

It would be unfair to pin these initial forward troubles on one 
particular player for there were other contributory factors, but 
is has to be admitted that Plant was not a success at centre-
forward. Marshall and Cronin did not scintillate as in the trial, 
while little was seen of Matthews. Indeed the best forward 
was Thompson, who was with Coton Rangers last season. He 
worked energetically and with no little skill between the halves 
and forwards and made most of the openings.

On the whole, the attack did not have a happy day. There 
is need for much more punch in the middle and more 
incisiveness on the extreme left.

The defence had a hard time, but came out with credit. 
Birtwistle gave a thrilling display in goal and made two 
positively brilliant saves – one from a terrific cross-shot by 
Oakley which he pushed over the top after a flying leap across 
goal; and the other from a header by Griffiths. He was the team’s 
outstanding performer. Scattergood was the better of the two 
full-backs, while there was little radically wrong with the halves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 28-08-1947 

Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Bad finishing let Borough down as they missed countless 
chances. It cannot be imagined that Cronin will play as badly 
as he did in this game, while centre-half Wykes was beaten in 
many heading duels. Borough slipped to a 3-2 defeat. 

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 30-08-1947 
Borough: Birtwistle; Scattergood and Quinney; Kelly, Wykes and Carter; 
Cronin, Marshall, Johnson, Thompson and Matthews.
Redditch: Kelly; Sykes and S. Lunn; Hooper, Chambers and F. Lunn; 
White, Clarke, Leddington, Wood and Glover.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Johnson opened Borough’s account after 25 minutes, when 
he was put through by Kelly and swung round on his heels 
to place the ball well out of Kelly’s reach. Five minutes later, 
following a Quinney free-kick, Marshall worked himself into 
position to score with ease. Yet he missed two or three much 
easier chances later on. How he failed with a chance from 
right under the crossbar is beyond explanation. To get the 
ball over the bar was next to impossible.

Wood got Redditch’s goal 15 minutes after the break. Following 
a Glover corner, Leddington headed the ball to Wood, who 
hooked it partly over his own shoulder out of Birtwistle’s reach.
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It is a pity that Marshall should have missed so many chances 
after a clever first-half goal, for he is obviously a footballer 
who uses his brains; but there could be no excuse for failing 
to net with the goal as wide open. A team that can create 
openings and yet fritter them away as Borough has done 
these last two games, will get nowhere. For 80 of the 90 
minutes play, Borough were just shooting in, yet the result 
was in doubt right up to the final whistle.

Borough Fail In Attempt To Sign George Dewis
Efforts by Nuneaton Borough to secure the services of 
George Dewis, the Leicester City centre-forward and 
former Nuneaton Town player, as player-coach, have not 
met with success.

The directors recently approached the City, asking them 
if they would be prepared to release Dewis to take over 
the position, but the Leicester club replied that they 
were unable to grant their request. The letter containing 
this information declared that Dewis was still far too 
valuable a player to release, and stated that but for an 
injury he would be in the first team.

This was the Nuneaton club’s fourth move in recent 
weeks to secure the services of a player-coach. Before 
the start of the season, two League players were 
approached and offered terms which were deemed 
satisfactory by the players. The first, after a fortnight’s 
deliberation decided to join a Midland League club 
because it was more convenient so far as his work was 
concerned; the other, asked for the position to be kept 
open for him, was eventually transferred at a substantial 
fee to another League club, the deciding factor being 
that he was due to a benefit.

Later the Borough officials interviewed Alex Massie at 
Villa Park. Mr Massie was sympathetic, but had so many 
men on the injured list that he was unable to release any 
of the players sought by the Nuneaton club.

Only last week, directors made offers for Gresley Rovers’ 
forwards and a reply is still awaited. Many other players 
have also been contacted. The position of player-coach 
has also been advertised on several occasions.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 06-09-1947 
Borough: Birtwistle; Scattergood and Quinney; Kelly, Wykes and Carter; 
Cronin, Marshall, Johnson, Bond and Matthews.
Walsall: Dallicott; Kelly and Male; Crutchley, Walker and Robinson; 
Campbell, Cope, McCowan, Mullard and Guest.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

For half-an-hour Wykes and his colleagues held Walsall, but 
after that they just cracked up, and for most of the second 
half Walsall did very much as they pleased; and the wonder is 
that they didn’t score more than four goals. In fact, after the 

change of ends, about the only thing that remained to tickle 
the fancy of the sorely-tried crowd were the duels between 
Quinney and Walsall’s outside right, Campbell. Honours 
broke about even.

Birtwistle wilted under pressure, and he might have 
prevented two of Walsall’s four goals. When McCowan 
nullified an early goal obtained by Marshall five minutes 
before half-time the goalkeeper dropped the ball and the 
centre-forward had the easy task of back-heeling it into an 
empty net. And when Campbell got the visitors’ third goal 
two minutes after half-time, Birtwistle was prevented from 
getting to a simple centre from the left wing by two of his own 
colleagues. The ball travelled across goal and the outside-
right had only to tap it over the line. Walsall’s other two goals 
were obtained by Campbell and Mullard.

Walsall fielded a strong side which included Guest, the 
former Birmingham and Blackburn outside-left, Campbell 
of Aston Villa, as well as Crutchley, Male, Mullard and Kelly, 
all of whom have played in the Walsall first team. In spite of 
this fact, it was largely Borough’s own woeful exhibition that 
brought about their defeat.

 Nuneaton Borough v Coventry City A 11-09-1947 

A young Coventry City A team were well beaten by Borough at 
Manor Park last Thursday.

The visitors displayed occasional flashes of good football in 
midfield, but finished poorly and for most of the game their 
forwards were easily held by a strong Borough defence.

Rigby, a new inside-forward on trial for the Borough, did not 
do too badly and got the best goal of the game which entered 
the net at lightning speed. The other goals were scored by 
Plant (2), Matthews and Underhill. Molloy got Coventry’s 
solitary goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 13-09-1947 

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

An old-time Billy Bond special, a left-footed drive from well 
out which found the net just inside the angle of the post 
and crossbar, 18 minutes after the interval, sufficed to give 
Borough a well-deserved victory over Tamworth.

Just to show that it was no mere flash in the pan, Bond 
drove in a similar shot later in the second-half. The vigilant 
Crowhurst was again beaten by the direction of the ball, 
which this time sailed inches wide of the angle of the post 
and crossbar. The visitors had survived another let-off, when 
Plant was brought down in the penalty area after 18 minutes. 
Underhill took the kick and shot yards wide.

Just after the break Crowhurst pulled off a thrilling save from 
Plant, which the centre-forward slammed in, and looked 
a goal all the way, but somehow the keeper got to the ball 
and scrambled it away. The Borough goal also had a couple 
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of narrow squeaks when both Bright and F. Smith got right 
through. Each was left with only Birtwistle to beat and each 
ballooned the ball over the top.

There could be no real doubt that the points went to the 
better side. This may be judged from the fact that the 
Borough goalkeeper scarcely had a decent shot to save all 
through, whereas the Borough forwards did worry Crowhurst.

Plant and co. were certainly the more workmanlike line, yet 
no-one can say that they look like being the answer to the 
directors’ prayer for a goal-getting line. It would do better if it 
were realised that a big centre-half has the measure of Plant 
in the air. Therefore, the ball should be kept on the ground 
much more. The centre-forward certainly troubled Wood 
when the ball was kept down.

 Dudley v Nuneaton Borough 15-09-1947 

Borough made the journey to Dudley for a Birmingham 
Combination match.

Reduced to ten men and a cripple after less than five minutes’ 
play, Borough put up a grand show. Rigby received a nasty 
knock on the knee and went limping on to the left wing, 
changing places with Carter. Then, 15 minutes before half-
time, Rigby fell heavily following an aerial challenge and had 
to be carried from the pitch. He insisted on returning after the 
break with the words ‘they haven’t killed me yet.’

Never was a point more deserved and it was not until the 
concluding stages when sheer weight of numbers began to 
tell, that Borough struggled.

Treagust opened the scoring for Dudley after 17 minutes, 
snapping up a half-chance following a poor clearance from 
Scattergood. In spite of their handicap Borough fought back 
and equalised after 24 minutes when Knight got clean away 
and put across a perfect centre that Plant merely had to 
touch over the line.

Fifteen minutes after half-time Borough’s fine play brought 
about a second goal. A series of headers which carried the 
ball from the left wing to the goalmouth had the Dudley 
defence all at sea, and running in Bond had little difficulty in 
giving his side the lead.

It was not until 20 minutes from the end that Dudley got 
level again. For once a pass down the right wing found the 
watchful Quinney out of position. Cooper swung a centre 
right into the goalmouth. Nuneaton defenders, including 
Birtwistle, and Dudley forwards all went up for the ball, which 
struck Treagust and trickled into the net.

Dudley’s equaliser was the signal for a whole series of assaults 
on the Borough goal; but the harder Dudley attacked the harder 
the Nuneaton defence kicked and tackled, and all the efforts of 
the home side to snatch a winning goal were thwarted.

The halves were in great form. Wykes gave his most convincing 
display of the season. He shadowed the sharp-shooting 
Treagust so effectively that the Dudley leader seldom had a 

clear look at goal. That he got both of the home side’s goals 
did not reflect on Wykes’ performance. Bond and Kelly were 
terrific workers at wing-half. Quinney played a great game, 
even though he incurred the wrath of the spectators by almost 
administering a KO to the Dudley outside-right Cooper. He 
kicked and tackled like a horse. Scattergood found Smith an 
elusive winger and did not have a good game.

Borough Sign Centre-Forward
Nuneaton Borough FC directors yesterday secured 
the signature of Kenneth John Brearley, who will lead 
Borough’s attack against Hinckley Athletic tomorrow.

Brearley, who is 6ft. 3 inches tall and weighs 14 stone, is 
at present PT instructor to the Military Police stationed in 
the Walsall district. He is 25 years of age and until called 
to the Forces played with Swansea Town. During the war 
he played as a guest with Blackpool, Burnley, Luton and 
Lincoln City, and was captain of the Royal Engineers’ 
team which twice won the Army Cup. 

Last season he was player-coach to Wigan Athletic, but 
was released from that post five weeks ago owing to 
housing and travelling difficulties. He is now in business 
at Harden, near Walsall.

A utility player, he has figured at centre-half and all the 
inside positions.

The directors also expect to sign a new outside-left in 
time for tomorrow’s game.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 20-09-1947 
Borough: Birtwistle; Scattergood and Quinney; Kelly, Wykes and Bond; 
Knight, Cronin, Brearley, Carter and Harper.
Hinckley: Burton; Thursting and Stevens; Hawker, Smart and Wileman; 
Deeming, Davis, Chetwynd, Collier and Liddle.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

Burton was the busier of the two keepers and made a number 
of really fine saves with none better than a grand clearance 
in the dying minutes when Knight cracked in a shot which 
seemed to have goal written all over it.

Some ridiculously easy chances were missed. In the first-
half, following good work by Liddle, Chetwynd slipped the 
ball right in front of the net. When Deeming came running in 
unchallenged a goal seemed odds on, but the winger sliced 
his shot wide. That was bad enough, but Brearley excelled 
Deeming’s effort with only eight minutes to go. Harper, the 
new outside left, gave the centre-forward a perfect pass 
which had the goalkeeper floundering. The ball travelled 
right across the goal, and it seemed Brearley could not miss, 
but he missed the ball altogether.

Generally speaking, it was a game of missed chances. All the 
best Nuneaton moves came to nought largely through the 
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complete ineffectiveness of Brearley, who did not make one 
single move worthy of a player of League experience.

Tribute must be paid to the Hinckley defence for a thoroughly 
workmanlike display. Smart stopped Brearley without 
difficulty – even in the air, despite the leader’s 6ft. 3in.

There can be no denying that the game was another big 
disappointment for Borough supporters. They have had 
very little to shout about this season, and the Brearley affair 
doubtless left a nasty taste in their mouths. It all goes to 
prove the danger of putting a player on the park without 
having first seen him in action.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 27-09-1947 

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Plant missed a good chance early on. A perfect Marshall pass 
found him in a scoring position. He moved forward and then 
lost control – and a grand opening went by the board.

Borough’s defence was all at sea when Bedworth scored their 
two goals. First Leighton and then Billy Deane found the net 
with unerring drives and things looked bad for the home 
side. But they kept pegging away and their persistency was 
rewarded by two excellent goals by newcomer Watson. On 
the first occasion he crowned a neat forward move with a 
grand cross-shot which Wood just touched with his fingers 
as it flew into the net. Next, he snapped up a choice pass by 
Marshall to close in and again shoot into the net.

Bedworth would be well satisfied with their point. Borough 
much less so. They had enough of the game in the second 
half to have won, yet their opponents remained dangerous in 
occasional raids.

Borough stood the pace better and that they did not win was 
largely attributable to lack of punch in the middle. They have 
solved their left-wing troubles, but they need a goal-getting 
leader. Plant is not an improvement on Johnson and is far 
less troublesome to opposing centre-halves, chiefly due to his 
lack of inches and inability to keep his line working smoothly.

Plant was given very little chance by Jackson, and the 
honours went to the former Borough pivot. The game was 
easily the best seen at Manor Park this season and was fought 
at a cracking pace until Bedworth visibly tired after half-time.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 02-10-1947 
Hinckley: Burton; Thursting and Stevens; Hawker, Smart and Wileman; 
Allsopp, Ankers, Chetwynd, Callier and Liddle.
Borough: Birtwistle; Kelly and Quinney; Bond, Wykes and Carter; 
Knight, Cronin, Rigby, Marshall and Watson.

Nuneaton travelled to meet Hinckley Athletic in a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round replay. Borough made 
two changes with Scattergood, injured at work, being 
replaced by Kelly and Rigby taking over at centre-forward.

Borough pressed from the start and early on forced a couple 

of corners, but neither was improved upon. For a time 
Hinckley were kept on the defensive, and Rigby was a little 
too high with one good effort. Burton then saved smartly 
from Marshall, who fired in a hard drive.

With their first real attack, Hinckley went close, Birtwistle 
having to kick away a hard shot from Chetwynd. Nuneaton’s 
defence so far was not showing up too well, and during 
another home raid the bar was struck.

So far, although having a good deal of the game the Borough 
were not impressive and Hinckley were the more dangerous 
raiders. Watson neatly sold the dummy to send in a long shot, 
but Burton easily saved. Hinckley’s goal had another escape 
when Rigby nearly got the ball into the net, and there was 
a hectic scramble in the goalmouth before the ball was got 
away. Hereabouts, Burton in the Hinckley goal was being 
found plenty to do with Quinney joining in the attack. Claims 
for a penalty by Hinckley when Quinney tackled Allsopp 
were disallowed by the referee after consulting a linesman. 
Nuneaton should have been ahead, but at the break it was 0-0.

A corner to Nuneaton was well-placed by Watson, but Burton 
punched away. The winger followed with a centre which was 
only got away after a tense goalmouth struggle. Hinckley 
were dangerous in breakaways, although Nuneaton were 
doing more of the pressing, but neither side really looked like 
scoring and it was still 0-0 after 20 minutes of the second half.

Marshall took over from Rigby at centre-forward, but it was 
Ankers who went closest, flashing a shot across the face of 
the goal. The same player gave Hinckley the lead after 24 
minutes. His shot seemed to have been got away and play 
continued for a few moments, but the referee blew and 
pointed to the centre.

Nuneaton pressed heavily after the goal, but never looked 
like scoring, with the forwards in very poor form. It was easily 
their worst display of the season.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 11-10-1947 
Borough (from): Birtwistle; Scattergood, Quinney, Bond, Wykes, Carter, 
Cronin, J. R. Knight, Harper, Kelly, Marshall and Watson.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough’s form right from the start was a portend of things 
to come. They swarmed straight to the attack and literally 
peppered the Hednesford goal. Early on Walters saved 
magnificently from two grand efforts by outside-left Watson. 
The visitors only occasionally moved out of their own half 
and it was truly remarkable that at the end of 20 minutes 
there should still have been no score. Then came the long-
awaited first goal, Kelly heading through neatly from a 
perfect Watson flag kick.

A minute before half-time Marshall accepted a neat pass 
from Kelly to run in and beat Walters from close range. 
Borough’s third and last goal came six minutes after half-time 
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when little Harper finished off a Marshall effort. Maiden got 
Hednesford’s only goal with a perfectly placed shot following 
good right-wing play.

Walters often stood between the Nuneaton forwards and 
other goals. The Hednesford goalkeeper is making a name 
for himself and appears to be going places. Bond was the 
outstanding defender on the field. One minute he would be 
defending, the next he would be pushing the forwards on 
to the attack. Quinney, as usual, gave the ball some hearty 
wallops, but in the dying minutes was often given the run-
around by Smallman, the Hednesford outside-right.

Kelly is nothing if not versatile. Wherever he appears he 
performs well. Leading the attack again, he worried the life 
out of his namesake, Kelly, the former Stafford Rangers pivot. 
But, equally important, he kept the line moving smoothly 
with neat passes. Cronin had another good game at inside-
right; but probably being as hard a shot as anybody in the 
side it always surprises me that he does not shoot more.

Midland Television Before The End of 1948
In an article on television in the “Radio Times”, Mr Maurice 
Gorham, head of the BBC’s television service, writes:

“Television for the Provinces? That is the question that 
everybody outside the present service area – which 
already includes about 11 million people – will ask.

“Here again there is no quick solution, but the BBC 
has ordered transmitters for the first two stations and 
acquired a site for the first; the GPO has ordered the 
radio links to Birmingham, and it is hoped that people 
living in the Midland counties will be able to enjoy 
television before the end of 1948.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 18-10-1947 
Borough: Birtwistle; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Wykes and Carter; 
Lee, Cronin, Kelly, Marshall and Watson.

Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match. The home side included 
Harry Lee, a right winger signed from Luton Town.

There was one particularly hectic period, from the 24th to 
the 31st minute, during which four goals were scored. On 
21 minutes Watson equalised an early goal by Saunders; in 
the 24th minute Saunders took advantage of a mistake by 
Scattergood to score Albion’s second goal with a hard drive 
just inside the post. Two minutes later Birtwistle made a 
mistake which led to Welham making the score 3-1; and then 
at 31 minutes Marshall replied for Nuneaton.

Albion could thank Birtwistle for two of their goals. When 
Welham got Albion’s third goal, the keeper came out of goal 
and left the net empty; and when the Albion centre-forward 
got their fourth, he made a complete hash of a simple shot 
which bounced three or four times before it reached him. 

Scattergood made a blunder that contributed to Albion’s 
third, passing straight to an opponent instead of whacking 
the ball upfield. To all intents and purposes Albion were given 
a three-goal start, but failed to win because of the fine form 
shown by Borough’s forwards. All the way through they were 
struggling to make up for defensive errors, and it was poetic 
justice that their tremendous efforts should have brought 
that late equaliser.

Borough did not have any gift goals; they had to fight for 
every one of them. Actually, both sets of forwards dominated 
the proceedings, and the respective defences had some 
sticky moments. There were times when the Borough 
forwards moved with delightful precision. It may be argued 
that Kelly missed a couple of easy chances, yet he paved the 
way for two of his side’s four goals and got another himself.

Ex-Borough youngster Morrow sometimes found Quinney too 
big, but many times too, he showed him what a fine young 
player he really is. Morrow was the best of a dangerous Albion 
forward line, in which outside-left Saunders also shone.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 25-10-1947 
Borough: Evans; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; Lee, 
Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Harper.

Borough travelled to Dudley to meet Wolves A in a 
Birmingham Combination game. Both Birtwistle and 
Muhrberg were injured, and so Evans, signed from Aston Villa 
played in goal. A new forward, Limbert, who has recently 
moved to the area and has Southern League experience was 
included at centre-forward.

For the first half-hour of the game, Borough played brilliantly. 
Backed up strongly by Bond and Carter, the forwards toyed 
with the opposition. Lee was in scintillating form on the right-
wing and did much as he pleased with left-back Paxton. When 
Borough opened their account, the winger did a Stanley 
Matthews across the full-back. He showed him the ball, 
waited for the tackle, waltzed round him, and then dropped 
the ball right in front of the bar. So easy was it that Harper 
simply had to nod his head and the ball was in the net.

Against a strong wind, Borough were not so persistent in the 
second-half. This can be traced to the fact that Wolves had 
realised where the danger came from and posted both Paxton 
and Chatham to watch Lee. They scarcely left him for a moment 
– not even when the ball was on the other side of the field.

Evans, Borough’s new goalkeeper, had a quiet time compared 
with Breakwell. Only three times during the whole game 
was he in serious trouble – and one of those produced the 
equaliser. Stones, the Wolves’ centre-forward had been 
pulled up several times for offside, and was again behind 
the Nuneaton backs when the ball was pushed through. 
The linesman chased down the line waving his flag, but the 
referee did not notice and Stones went on to shoot. Evans 
got to the ball, lost it, and running up, Stones shot again. 
Quinney made a desperate effort to clear the shot as it was 
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crossing the line, but he was seconds too late and could only 
help the ball further into the net.

Only for one short period in the game – just before and after 
they got their equaliser – did Wolves seriously challenge 
the visitors’ superiority. Apart from that the home side were 
seldom in the hunt. Borough ran rings round them in the 
first-half. Not more than four or five times did the Wolves get 
away, so badly outplayed were they.

 Nuneaton Borough v City Transport 01-11-1947 
Borough: Muhrberg; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Watson.

Borough welcomed City Transport to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Making his first appearance at Manor Park, Limbert confirmed 
the good impression formed the previous week by getting 
a hat-trick. Limbert is no stylist, but he is a great worrier 
and keeps going all the time. Each of his goals was of the 
opportunist variety. When he opened Borough’s account after 
30 minutes, he diverted a header by Cronin out of the reach 
of Delderfield. He added a second five minutes later when a 
shot by Watson had the goalkeeper all at sea. The shot struck 
the bar and dropped at the feet of the centre-forward, who 
promptly put it into the net. It was a rattling good shot by 
Marshall which led to Limbert’s third goal, ten minutes from 
the end. Delderfield could not hold a ball near his feet and 
Limbert drove it hard just inside the post.

The centre-forward also had a hand in the other goal. His 
shot from an awkward angle passed right across the face of 
the goal, for Cronin to bang the ball home. Limbert missed 
one or two easy chances, but a hat-trick in his first home 
match will do very nicely.

Bond missed a penalty for Borough, and several other 
chances went begging. Except for about ten minutes after 
Bond had shot wide from the penalty spot, Borough were 
always well on top. In this short period the Nuneaton defence 
generally and Bond in particular, seemed to have become 
unsettled and several times the Transport wingers, Cheadle 
and Stevenson, got through, and but for the stout-hearted 
work of Kelly, the visitors might have had a goal. 

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 08-11-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Watson.

Nuneaton welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The first goal of the match came after 32 minutes play. 
A corner by Lee was headed forward by Cronin to Limbert. The 
latter’s header was only partially saved by Arnold and before 
he could get the ball away, the centre-forward dashed in and 
placed it in the net. Goal number two came three minutes later. 
Lee made all the running and then slipped the ball inside to 

Marshall, who in turn pushed it forward for Limbert to beat 
Arnold again with a hard shot just inside the post.

Limbert, the Borough centre-forward is seen here scoring his second 
goal against Atherstone Town last Saturday. He got his first goal three 
minutes earlier.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

It was Lee who again made the running for the third goal. As he 
had done so often before the outside-right raced past Lambert 
and from almost on the goal-line pulled the ball back right in 
front of goal. There followed a hectic scramble, and the ball 
eventually went out to Watson, who netted with a perfect 
cross-shot. It was three minutes after this that Sims got the 
“Adders” only goal. Slack got the better of both Quinney and 
Carter to place the ball into the middle. A Nuneaton defender 
failed properly to clear, and the ball went to Sims, who beat 
Muhrburg with a perfectly directed left-foot drive.

Generally speaking Borough were a shade too good for their 
opponents. They revealed the better team work and certainly 
had the more virile and purposeful attack. The star Borough 
player was outside-right Lee, who had a hand in each of the 
goals. Time after time he outwitted Lambert, sometimes by 
clever footwork, but more often by sheer speed; and I am told 
that he has still properly to run himself in.

Limbert has added extra bite that is crowning clever 
approach work with goals. And, as this game so clearly 
indicated, goals bring points.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 15-11-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Watson.

Borough made the journey to Walsall for a Birmingham 
Comination game.

Campbell opened the scoring for Walsall after 14 minutes 
play. Everybody on the field with the exception of the referee 
realised that he was yards offside. He was never at any time 
behind Davies’ centre from the opposite wing. Five minutes 
after half-time a cross from the right went over to the left and 
was returned into the goalmouth for Davies to head home. 
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Immediately the ball passed across the Borough goal, the 
linesman flagged for offside. Muhrburg, made no attempt 
to save Davies’ poor header, thinking the whistle would go. 
Borough players urged the referee to consult the linesman, 
who had been flagging, but he refused.

The third goal, 15 minutes from the end was scored by 
McGowan. Borough’s only goal came five minutes after 
Walsall’s second goal. Cronin was fouled just inside the 
penalty area and from the spot Limbert easily scored with a 
swift ground shot.

Kelly and Muhrburg were oustanding in a shaky Borough 
defence. The ever-dependable pivot put in some grand work. 
Muhrburg, apart from probably making that one mistake 
of paying heed to a linesman’s flag instead of the referee’s 
whistle, did splendidly. He made a number of fine saves, 
notably the one when he fisted over a storming shot by 
McGowan from only six yards range.

If Walsall Reserves regularly play the side they turned out 
against Borough and against Atherstone a fortnight ago, and 
maintain the form they displayed in these two games, then 
they are likely to win the championship. Borough made them 
fight every inch of the way, but there can be no doubt that 
Walsall were always a little too good for their opponents.

Walsall’s fast moving attacks kept the Borough rearguard 
so much on the defence that the wing-halves were seldom 
able to go upfield in support of their own front-line, which 
received such meagre backing that only occasionally did it 
really get moving in the way it can.

The Borough defence, with the notable exceptions of Kelly 
and Muhrburg, had a poor match with Bond and Carter 
seemingly incapable of keeping Cope and Brown in check 
and in consequence Scattergood and Quinney were often left 
standing by the extreme wingers, Campbell and Davies.

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 21-11-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Watson.

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Limbert opened the scoring for Borough after 17 minutes 
from the penalty spot, following a handball offence. This was 
the only goal of the first-half.

Lee scored just four minutes into the second half. Watson 
put the ball just on the right spot for the winger to run in and 
crack home an unstoppable shot which had goal written 
all over it from the minute it left his foot. His second, seven 
minutes later, was even better. Cronin put Lee away and the 
winger left everyone standing, cut in, dribbled round Lowe, 
who had come out of goal to meet him, and then slammed 
the ball into the roof of the empty net with his left foot.

Two minutes after that came another spectacular goal – 
this time from Watson. Cronin again made the running 

by dropping the ball across goal to Watson. Although the 
outside-left appeared to be skidding on his right foot, he hit 
the ball with his left while it was still in the air. Lowe got his 
finger tips to the ball but could only help it further into the 
net. All three goals were as good as anyone could wish to see.

Borough’s other goals were scored by Marshall, who got 
a couple and the other was an own goal, scored by Moor 
Green’s right back, Dooley.

The man of the match was Lee – how he can move! When 
in full cry, it seemed as though the Moor Green defenders 
were standing still. Towards the end of the game, the visitors 
conceded several corners in their desperate attempts to keep 
him in control, but that was just about the last thing they 
looked likely to accomplish.

Limbert had one of those days when a footballer can do little 
right. He certainly did the right thing with that penalty kick, 
but otherwise he had a bad day in the finishing stakes. His 
approach work was good, but near goal he had a lean time, 
missing one or two good openings.

 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 28-11-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Knight, Cronin, Limbert, Marshall and Watson.

West Brom A played host to Borough, who were playing an 
away fixture at Manor Park.

There have been some fine goals at Manor Park in the last few 
weeks, but five of Borough’s six in this game, ranked among 
the best of them. Limbert set the standard when he opened 
Borough’s account after only six minutes. Carter started the 
move by swinging the ball over to Knight on the opposite 
wing, and the ball went via the outside-right’s head and 
then Cronin to the centre-forward, who cut in at top speed 
and beat Foote with a fast, low cross-shot. Six minutes later 
Albion equalised when a pass from the left-wing caught the 
Borough defence hopping and Bassett raced right through 
unchallenged. As Muhrburg came out to meet him the winger 
shot and though the goalkeeper got his fingers to the ball, it 
dropped behind him and into the net.

The second goal, after 15 minutes was made easy by Watson, 
whose pass found Limbert, who in turn squared the ball 
across the area for Knight to run in and force the ball over 
the line. Number three was a gem. Following a Knight cross, 
there was an exciting scene right in front of the Albion net. 
The crowd yelled “goal!” but the ball came out to Marshall, 
who ran forward and, from an extremely awkward angle, 
banged it home with his left foot. Then, just before half-time, 
an inside pass by Knight found Watson in the middle and the 
latter left Foote standing with a perfect left-footer.

The fifth goal came three minutes after half-time when Cronin 
was forcing his way through and was well inside the area 
when brought down from behind. Limbert took good care of 
the spot kick. Three minutes later came the sixth and final 
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goal. This time Watson picked up a ball on the left wing, cut 
in, shook off the challenge of the Albion defenders – and that 
deadly left foot of his did the rest.

 Birmingham City A v Nuneaton Borough 06-12-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Jones and Watson.

For the second week running Borough were the away team 
in this game at Manor Park against Birmingham City A in the 
Birmingham Combination. Quinney is injured and unlikely to 
play for some weeks, so his place was taken by Carter, with 
Marshall dropping back to left-half. L. Jones, formerly of Barry 
Town in the Southern League, a player recommended to the 
club by Leo Cronin, came in at inside-left for his debut.

Borough opened the scoring after 13 minutes. Jones started 
the move with a pass to Lee, who slipped the ball inside for 
Limbert to beat Scandrett from close range. Three minutes 
later, Limbert seized upon a throw-in which was intended for 
the keeper and pushed the ball across to Lee, who ran in and 
scored just inside the post.

Fourteen minutes after half-time both Kelly and Carter 
slipped up near goal and Slater ran through unchallenged 
and beat Muhrburg with a well-placed shot to make the score 
2-1. Two minutes later came the turning point of the game. 
Marshall, who was playing intelligently at left-half, fastened 
on to a loose ball following a clearance, ran on, and then 
shot with his left foot. Scandrett got to the shot and seemed 
to have the ball well covered, but to everyone’s surprise the 
goalkeeper allowed the ball to slip through his hands and 
into the net, restoring Borough’s two-goal lead. Limbert 
rounded off the scoring by converting a Cronin centre.

Marshall was the outstanding player on the field. His work 
throughout, especially in attack, was first-class. Borough’s 
attack, with newcomer Jones at inside-left, did not function 
so devastatingly as in some recent games. This, to a very 
great extent, may be attributed to the skilful covering of the 
Colts’ defence, which was not easily thrown out of position.

Limbert again played a large part in his team’s success, for 
in addition to scoring two goals himself, he made a third. 
Birmingham are a much better side than their league position 
would lead us to believe – that is if this is anything like their 
usual team.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 13-12-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Jones and Watson.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough’s first goal was of the choice variety. Bashford failed 
to intercept a pass by Bond to Lee. The latter ran on and 
dropped the ball just beyond the far upright, for Watson to 
dive low and head the ball into the net. The outside-left also 

got the second after 20 minutes when, after Limbert had hit 
the bar he ran in to hit the rebound into the net. Marshall got 
the third 13 minutes after half-time when he received from 
Watson, who had been fed by Jones, took the ball to the edge 
of the penalty area and beat Thacker with a well-placed shot.

The fourth goal was a remarkable affair. Thacker partially 
parried a Limbert effort and followed the ball along the line 
beyond the upright. But Cronin got there first and from an 
almost impossible angle, lifted the ball into the net.

Soddin got both the Stourbridge goals, his first two minutes 
after Borough’s third and the other ten minutes from the end 
when his side was 4-1 down. Both were good efforts.

Borough were solid without being at their brightest and best. 
Scattergood does not enjoy himself when faced with a winger 
possessing the speed and ball control of Hallard. Sometimes 
the winger raced past the right-back and on other occasion 
danced round him with the ball. Kelly often had to leave the 
middle of the field to put a spoke in the winger’s progress. 
Carter, at left-back, kept a far tighter rein on Meath.

Ex-Villa player Haycock is usually the brains and driving force 
behind the Stourbridge attack. In this match he did little of 
note. So much so, that left-half Marshall, who had another 
excellent game, was able to move upfield fairly freely in 
support of his own forwards.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 20-12-1947 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Quinney, Jones and Watson.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination match. Borough were forced to play Quinney at 
centre-forward as Limbert cried off and Plant was unavailable.

Borough were lucky to be on level terms at half-time. That 
they were, was mainly due to the brilliance of Muhrburg, 
some sterling work by Kelly and some bad finishing by the 
home forwards. Thacker did not have a single shot to save 
throughout the first half, whereas the Borough goal underwent 
a whole series of violent attacks. In the first minute Muhrburg 
made a thrilling save near the foot of the post from a Phillips’ 
header following a corner kick – and from that point until the 
final whistle, the goalkeeper played a blinder.

For the second half Quinney was played at left-back, Carter 
moved up to left-half and Marshall to inside-left, allowing 
Jones to take over the centre-forward spot. These changes 
immediately proved effective. In the first minute of the half, 
Jones raced through, but when better placed himself for a shot, 
passed the ball to Lee, whose centre was taken behind by the 
wind. Stourbridge went straight down the field. A long forward 
pass to Atkins found Quinney out of position and the outside-
right ran in unchallenged to open the home side’s account.

Stourbridge’s lead, however, was short-lived. A centre by Lee 
could have been cleared easily by Thacker, the goalkeeper, 
centre-half Davies or right-back Carter, but all got worried by 
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the close attentions of Jones. The Welshman dodged this way 
and that, mesmerised all three Stourbridge defenders and 
slammed the ball into the net with his left foot. Two minutes 
later, sent through by Cronin, Jones dashed forward and 
hit the ball hard with his right foot. Thacker was caught off 
guard, took the ball sideways on and it flew out of his hands 
and into the net.

Borough were playing much better and looked like holding 
on to their odd goal lead, but 15 minutes from time, Hallard 
beat Scattergood and put the ball into the middle. As 
Muhrburg came out to clear, the ball bounced awkwardly and 
went to Phillips, who lifted it over the goalkeeper’s head into 
the net to equalise.

Jones continued to worry Thacker and twice in the dying 
minutes the goalkeeper was forced into making a couple of 
mistakes which all but led to goals, while in one breakaway, 
Phillips missed a fine chance for Stourbridge.

Although it was a good point, Borough were far below their 
best. The storming tactics of the home side in the first half 
rattled the Nuneaton defenders, who often kicked anywhere 
to keep their goal intact. Hallard again had the beating of 
Scattergood, while Carter and Marshall often found Haycock 
and Atkins too hot to hold. While their comrades often wilted, 
Muhrburg and Kelly kept a level head and put in some truly 
grand work.

Proposed Fourth Division of Football League
Borough FC Will Apply For Admission If –
Should the proposed Fourth Division of the Football League 
materialise or, failing that, a National League, Nuneaton 
Borough will apply for admission. This decision was taken by 
the club’s directors at their meeting this week.

It is understood that the idea is to form two sections of the 
proposed Fourth Divison of the League. Should that not be 
acceptable, it is likely that the many clubs interested will 
form themselves into a National League.

Whatever decision is taken, Borough FC is definitely 
interested, so the “Observer” is informed.

It is estimated that to provide a good Fourth Division side 
with the necessary full-time staff, a weekly wage bill of £120 
would be entailed – and that means that an average gate of 
6,000 would be necessary for the club to pay its way.

Prepared To Take Risk
The board of directors are prepared fully to take that risk, as 
they believe that such better quality football would attract 
the necessary support.

At the moment, however, discussions as to the proposed new 
league are only in the preliminary stage, but it is expected 
that there will be something concrete upon which to work by 
early next year.

But one thing is very certain – and that is that if the Borough 

club is to go full steam ahead in this matter, ground 
improvements will have to be made.

Especially more covered accommodation will be required, 
as since the large shelter on the canal side was demolished 
in an air raid, such accommodation has been strictly limited, 
and at practically every home match the “stand full” notice 
has to go up.

The main stand is capable of seating about 500 spectators, 
while the shelter at the Cock and Bear End of the ground 
provides cover for another 200-300.

Cover For 700-800
This means that in wet weather only about 700-800 
spectators are under cover. Before the big shelter was 
demolished there was covered accommodation for upward 
of 2,500. It is perfectly obvious therefore, that to maintain 
an average gate of 6,000 in all weathers, more covering is 
absolutely necessary.

The directors also feel that the banking at the far end of the 
ground should be improved to relieve the pressure at the 
Cock and Bear end.

In order to ascertain the Town Council’s re-action to the 
suggested ground improvements, the club is asking for a 
deputation to be received to discuss the matter.

Much will depend upon the Town Council’s willingness 
or otherwise to co-operate in the matter of ground 
improvements, for certain it is that under present conditions 
the venture into higher class football could scarcely be 
contemplated.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 25-12-1947 
Hinckley: Burton, Stevens and Thursting; Smart, Fowles and Birch; 
Underhill, Knott, Haynes, Wileman and Baines.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

This Christmas Day attraction had little to commend it to the 
crowd of over 5,000. It was devoid of everything that goes to 
make entertainment.

There was scarcely a good move from start to finish. In short, 
all the players appeared to have the Christmas feeling.

Borough just about deserved to win. Limbert and Jones 
got their goals, and Carter put through his own goal for the 
visitors only goal.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1947 

Borough made the short journey to Hinckley Athletic to play a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Hinckley found the Borough in different mood at Hinckley on 
Boxing Day. Gone was the Christmas feeling, at least so far 
as the Borough were concerned. It was a period of goodwill 
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for Hinckley in the first-half, when with a strong wind at their 
backs they missed a few ridiculously easy scoring chances. 
Borough refused to reciprocate and a couple of goals by 
Watson and Limbert put them in “Easy Street.”

The visitors did mostly as they wished in the second half 
and the same two players added to their score, before Knott 
replied for the Athletic. This display was much more like what 
we have come to expect from the Borough.

 Nuneaton Borough v Birmingham City A 27-12-1947 
Borough welcomed Birmingham City A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough, who went to the top of the table following their 
win at Hinckley, consolidated their position by beating 
Birmingham A. Having played three matches in three days, 
Borough looked leg-weary, but fought doggedly against a 
much fresher side and their pluck and determination pulled 
them through.

As in the game at Hinckley on Boxing Day, Borough went a 
long way towards victory by keeping their goal intact during 
the first-half when they were hampered by a strong wind and 
driving rain. Borough had Muhrburg to thank, as he made a 
whole series of thrilling saves, which brought the house down.

By half-time Borough were definitely leg-weary, but with the 
wind at their backs they gave the Blues a little more than they 
received. And would have done even better had more use 
been made of the right wing. Lee should have been the busiest 
Borough forward after the interval; instead Watson had far more 
of the ball. Marshall should take a big share of responsibility by 
almost continually putting his passes down the left wing.

It was unfortunate that Cronin should have been unfit to take 
his place in the Borough side, yet Grimwood of the Reserves 
made a very creditable debut as substitute. He hit an upright 
with the best shot of the match – a smashing left-foot drive – 
in the first few minutes of the second half, got his side’s first 
goal 25 minutes after half-time when he accepted a choice 
Limbert pass to run in and beat W. Lloyd with a well-placed 
shot, and made the running for his side’s third goal just 
before the finish. He held the ball long enough to draw West 
out of position, slipped the ball out to Lee, whose perfect 
centre was turned into the net by Watson. Limbert got the 
second goal eight minutes from the end, from a penalty, 
awarded after a foul on Watson.

The real thrills of the game came in the last few minutes. 
With only four minutes to go Carr rounded the Borough 
defence and put the ball right in front of the bar for Peterson 
to make the score 2-1. Borough raced straight to the other 
end for Watson to make the score 3-1, and in the last 
minute, Scattergood kicked off the Borough goal-line when 
Birmingham seemed certain to get a second goal.

Like Muhrburg, W. Lloyd had a great deal of work to do in the 
Birmingham goal and exactly like Muhrburg, he was his side’s 
best player.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 09-01-1948 
Borough: Muhurburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Jones and Watson.

Borough travelled to The Moorlands to take on Moor Green in 
a Birmingham Combination match.

Moor Green took the lead seven minutes before half time when 
Muhrburg had to run out to try to cover a down-the-middle 
pass. He just beat Such to the ball, but had it kicked out of his 
hands by the inside-left. Kimber pounced on the ball and shot it 
into the empty net while the goalkeeper was still floundering in 
the mud. Borough equalised two minutes from half-time when 
full back Baker sliced his kick to Watson, who promptly netted.

The winning goal was easily the tit-bit of the match. Following 
a warm Borough attack the ball went out to Bond, who was 
standing near the penalty box, and the right-half sent in a real 
scorcher which was in the back of the net before Horne – and 
most of the spectators – realised what had happened. It was 
a typical Bond special.

It was difficult to tell which of the two teams was top of the 
league. The two sides were so evenly matched that there 
was not the slightest suggestion in the actual play that Moor 
Green had won just one of their twenty games. This was 
not nearly so much due to the fact that Moor Green rose to 
the occasion, as it seems they have played better than this 
before, but there was little about their play that should have 
worried a team with an eye on the championship.

The truth is that Borough played badly – very badly. They 
won’t stay long at the top of the table if they can’t do any 
better than this. The ground was in an atrocious condition 
after the heavy rain, and made accurate football almost 
impossible. But it was the same for both teams – and a side 
capable of playing so well as the Borough, should have 
overcome the conditions.

But for Scattergood and the indomitable Jim Kelly, it is 
almost certain that Borough wouldn’t have won. Time and 
again they broke up Moor Green attacks when they were 
looking menacing.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 17-01-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Jones and Watson.

Borough travelled to The Cross Keys to take on Hednesford 
Town in a Birmingham Combination match.

Even a goal by Watson after only nine minutes seemed quite 
incapable of inspiring the Borough men. Instead of going all 
out for the kill, they seemed to imagine that, whatever their 
efforts, victory would come. But they were quickly to learn 
differently. Hednesford gradually took control and up to 
half-time they ran rings around a Borough defence which, at 
times, became so rattled that balls were being misdirected to 
all parts of the field.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

68 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

During this period of time, Hednesford, ably led by Harvey, 
the former Stafford Rangers’ centre-forward, making his 
debut, produced some astonishingly good football on the 
heavy ground. Their passing, on occasions, was truly first-
class and Borough were lucky not to be more than one goal 
down at half-time.

Fortunately, during the break, Borough must have realised that 
defeat was staring them straight in the face unless they mended 
their ways. And mend them they did. Receiving much better 
service from the wing halves and Scattergood and Carter, who 
often went upfield with the ball, the forwards began to put on 
the heat. Yet, in spite of persistent pressure, the finishing was 
so poor that eight minutes from time Hednesford, who had 
seldom got into the Borough half, were still leading 2-1.

Eight minutes from the end, an attack had the home 
defenders kicking the ball anywhere to get it out of the 
danger zone. A sliced clearance gave Cronin a clear shooting 
chance. He hit the ball fair and square and it looked a winner 
all the way – until it struck a falling defender. Limbert took up 
the running, moved forward, and slipped the ball into the net 
out of Walters’ reach to level the scores.

This was the signal for an all-out effort for the decider, but 
it was not until three minutes from the end that the winner 
came. Kelly started the move near midfield by pushing the 
ball forward to Marshall, who slipped the ball to Limbert. The 
centre-forward passed through to Cronin. Off went the inside-
right and although challenged by a couple of defenders, 
he closed right in and made absolutely certain with a well-
placed shot from close range.

Thus a game which for so long looked like being lost ended in 
a thrilling Borough victory, a win which has kept them well in 
the running for the championship – if Banbury fail to keep up 
the pressure.

More Covered Accommodation For 
Manor Park?
A report to be presented at next week’s Nuneaton Borough 
Council meeting reveals that Nuneaton Borough FC has 
enquired whether the Council would be prepared to sell 
Manor Park Football Ground to the club.

The Housing and Estates Committee recommends that the 
Council do not sell the ground to the club.

The report mentions that the Borough FC were anxious, in 
the event of their admission to the proposed Fourth Division 
of the Football League, to have a number of improvements 
carried out at the ground.

Recommendations
It is recommended that subject to the necessary approvals 
and licences being obtained, the Council construct additional 
covered accommodation on the canal side of the ground at a 
cost not to exceed £1,000 in addition to the amount expected 

to be received in respect of war damage; that when such 
work is completed the rent  charged to the club be increased 
by £50 per annum; that repairs be carried out to the existing 
lavatories; and that consideration be given to the possibility 
of carrying out additional banking.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 24-01-1948 
Atherstone: Arnold; Hudson and Woolley; Mansell, Attwood and Egan; 
Slack, Sims, Freeman, Kerry and Johnson.
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Paul and Watson.

Borough made the short journey to Sheepy Road to take on 
Atherstone Town in a Birmingham Combination game. Ray 
Paul was included in the Borough line up after a long absence 
through injury.

Atherstone scored the only goal of the game after 18 minutes 
of the first half. Kelly just failed to cut out a through ball by 
Freeman, which Kerry fastened onto and crashed into the net. 
Borough were lucky not to be more than a goal down at the 
break, as Sims had a shot hit the bar while from a Johnson 
cross, Slack headed against the upright when he had nearly 
the whole of the net at his mercy.

This defeat jeopardised Borough’s championship prospects 
and at the same time enhanced those of the “Adders”, but 
even the winners will have to do much better than they 
did in this game to gain the honours. Atherstone were the 
better side in the first-half, but from the interval until the 
final whistle it was all Borough. While the “Adders” only 
occasionally threatened danger, the visitors kept up an 
almost non-stop attack on their goal – and the remarkable 
thing is that a team only one goal behind should have lost 
after doing so much of the pressing.

The truth has to be faced and Borough have not nearly so 
much penetrative power as they had a few weeks ago. This has 
been obvious in recent games and quite inevitably, sooner or 
later, it had got to let them down. It did just that in this game – 
and, this was a game they really could ill afford to lose.

Limbert has lost much of his early fire and shooting power. 
And it seems a decision has to be made now that Paul is fit 
again, which of the two should lead the line, for Paul is not 
at home at inside-left. So poor was the general finishing that 
although they were doing 90 per cent of the attacking in the 
second half, Arnold comfortably dealt with everything the 
Borough could throw at him.

Whereas Borough might have considered themselves at least 
worthy of a point if only on their second half showing – and 
a draw would much better have represented the respective 
merits of the two teams, Atherstone cannot be begrudged 
their goal. It was well engineered and well finished off by 
Kerry. And, as Borough must now realise it is goals that 
mean points. And these points have put “Adders” in a 
more favourable position than the Borough so far as the 
championship goes.
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 City Transport v Nuneaton Borough 31-01-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Marshall; 
Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Jones and Watson.

Borough travelled to King’s Heath to take on City Transport in 
a Birmingham Combination game.

Parker opened the scoring for City Transport after eight 
minutes’ play. He received the ball in a position behind every 
one on the Nuneaton side with the exception of Muhrburg.

Borough’s equaliser came ten minutes from time when a 
Transport defender handled in the penalty area. The home 
players brought out every trick in the book to put Limbert off. 
Arguing with the referee, refusing to stand behind the line, and 
as Limbert shaped up to take the penalty, a Transport defender 
picked up the ball from the penalty spot and put it back down 
again. Limbert shot straight at Delderfield, who moved, as four or 
five home players entered the box. Cronin, following up put the 
ball into the net, but the referee ordered the kick to be retaken. 
Scattergood left Delderfield standing with a hard low shot.

Borough should have had three more penalties through the 
course of the game. Watson dribbled clean through, but was 
barged off the ball and brought down from behind. Carter 
then went through and put in a shot which was a winner all 
the way, but a Transport defender pushed the ball onto the 
crossbar. The referee waved play on and refused to consult 
the linesman.

It was a most unsatisfactory match from all points of view – 
not the least by reason of the fact that 20 minutes from the 
end Lamb, the Transport centre-half, had the cruel luck to 
break a leg in what was to be his last match for the club.

Despite everything, there is no excuse for the Borough 
dropping another point. An attack which a few weeks ago 
was scoring goals with machine-like precision is now right 
out of gear. It has been creaking the last few matches. Now it 
has almost completely seized up. Limbert is a shadow of the 
player he was when he first joined the club.

Borough’s New Forward
Borough FC have secured the release from Notts County, 
with a view to becoming player-coach, of Fred Keebles.

Keebles, 27, played for Queen of the South during the 
war. He went to Grimsby Town in the 1945-46 season, 
making 16 first team appearances in his first season and 
24 first team appearances last season. He went to Notts 
County in the close season and was in the League side 
until Lawton’s transfer. Since then he has been playing 
regularly for County Reserves.

Keebles live at Bedworth – and the Bedworth club were in 
competition for his services. It is hoped that his experience 
will pull the Borough attack out of the rut into which it has 
fallen in recent weeks.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 07-02-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Marshall, Kelly and 
Carter; Lee, Cronin, Paul, Keebles and Watson.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

The £2 per week cap on junior professional clubs was 
highlighted in this game. Wolves, whose Reserve team had no 
fixture fielded a side packed with expensive players, including 
Brice, signed from Luton Town for £8,000.

Aided by a strong cross wind in the opening half, Borough 
had almost an overwhelming share of the attacking and 
were unlucky to have only Cronin’s goal to show for their 
superiority at half-time.

Everyone would have expected Wolves to pile on the agony 
after the change of ends, but Borough had other ideas. 
Although pegged back by a Willis goal ten minutes after the 
resumption of play, the home side fought with great pluck 
and no little skill and did every bit as much attacking as their 
rivals. The Wolves’ goal had one or two near scrapes, notably 
when a defender kicked off the goal-line a Watson free-kick, 
which had the beating of keeper Parsons.

The goal that gave Wolves victory came five minutes from 
time, when Scattergood fouled an opponent near the half-
way line. Left-back Pritchard took the kick and was doubtless 
as surprised as everybody else when his long-range effort 
landed in the net. Muhrburg must shoulder some of the 
blame for this as no keeper should be beaten from the half-
way line. The fact is that he misjudged the flight of the ball, 
came out too far, and in the end was unable to reach the ball.

Almost all of the bouquets went to Borough and the visitors 
had no better man than Jim Kelly, who gave a really grand 
display. Scattergood and Quinney defended stoutly. Keebles 
and Paul gave the attack a new lease of life. Paul provided the 
dash and Keebles the finer arts of the game.

There is little doubt that Borough would have beaten Wolves 
A, for the changes made in the team brought about a big 
improvement. Indeed they played so well that they were 
decidedly unlucky to go down to Wolves Reserves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 28-02-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Marshall, Kelly and 
Carter; Lee, Cronin, Paul, Keeble and Watson.
Hinckley: Burton; Shannon and Stevens; Wykes, Smart and Wileman; 
Underhill, Remington, McDonald, Knott and Baines.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Railway Orphans’ Cup.

Hinckley led 2-0 at half-time with goals from Baines, who 
converted an Underhill cross and the other by Remington, 
who netted after a hectic scramble on the Borough goal-line. 
Borough’s first-half exhibition could best be described as 
bungling, for many attacks which looked promising enough 
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in their early stages petered out tamely in the Hinckley 
penalty area. The trouble was that the home side relied far 
too much on the short pass and often went one move too far.

Good work by Marshall helped Borough cut Hinckley’s lead. 
The right-half weaved his way right through before slipping 
the ball to Keeble, who beat Burton from fairly close range. 
A minute later another Marshall pass gave Keeble his second.

Then came a delightful through-pass by Lee. Paul raced on 
to it, beat Burton as he left goal, and then walked the ball 
into the net. It was a neat goal; but the next goal was a model 
of coolness. Another Lee pass found Keeble and as Burton 
advanced, the former Notts County player took a deliberate 
pot-shot over the goalkeeper’s head. Burton touched the ball 
but could not stay its course and it dropped behind him into 
the net. It was a Keeble pass which enabled Lee to round off 
the scoring with a shot placed just inside the post.

Hinckley were run off their feet in the second half. A defence, 
which appeared quite able to deal with everything the 
Borough forwards could produce, and which starred centre-
half Smart, left-back Stevens and wing-half Wileman, had 
gaping holes torn in it, and with its defence completely 
outplayed, the forwards previously fast off the mark and 
dangerous near goal, seldom saw the ball, with the result that 
Muhrburg was virtually a spectator.

The Mayor, Coun. G. Comley, is here seen presenting the Railway 
Orphans’ Cup to “Nick” Carter, Borough FC captain, after his side’s 5-2 
success over Hinckley Athletic at Manor Park last Saturday. The Athletic 
skipper is looking on.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 06-03-1948 
Bedworth: Richards; O’Brien and Tipple; Greenway, Jackson and 
Leighton; Taylor, Spacey, Jones, McKeown and Betts.
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Quinney; Marshall, Kelly and 
Carter; Lee, Cronin, Limbert, Keeble and Watson.

Borough made the short journey to The Oval to play 
Bedworth Town in a Birmingham Combination game.

There was scarcely a semblance of cohesion in the Borough 
ranks. The forwards had several easy chances, especially 
in the second half when for long periods they had their 
opponents penned in their own half. But their work near goal 
was so uninspired that Richards had few anxious moments.

Grant opened the scoring for Bedworth after ten minutes. 
Kelly should have been pulled up for dangerous play, but he 
was allowed to collect the ball and move forward. He lost the 
ball to Leighton, who immediately banged it up the centre to 
Grant. Although Scattergood made a tackle, Grant was able 
to steer the ball into the net as Muhrburg came out.

Bedworth’s second goal was an unusual affair. A pass found 
Spacey unmarked, not a yard from goal. Spacey, Muhrburg 
and other Borough defenders all appeared rooted to the 
ground and Spacey twice missed the ball before eventually 
hooking it into the net.

The real turning point came 15 minutes after the break when 
Bedworth were making only their second real attack of the 
half. Carter was adjudged to have handled the ball in the 
penalty area and O’Brien netted from the penalty spot. That 
was the end for Nuneaton and the other two goals by Betts 
emphasised not so much the home side’s superiority as the 
utter dejection of the visitors.

A scene outside the Bedworth goal during last Saturday’s local “derby” 
at Bedworth. Richards is seen saving a shot, with both Bedworth 
defenders and Borough forwards in close attendance. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Bedworth’s tackling was far superior to that of the Borough 
men, who appeared lethargic and half-hearted and completely 
lacking in inspiration. Bedworth did not have to play really 
well to win the match, so poor was the opposition. Even after 
the winners had lost goalkeeper Richards, who sustained a 
cut under the eye in diving at the feet of Keeble, Borough had 
no heart to fight back against the home side’s three goal lead, 
and a couple of break-throughs by new outside-left Betts in the 
dying stages, enabled the home side to collect two more goals. 
Each time Betts found an open passage to goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 13-03-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Marshall, Kelly and Ward; 
H. Lee, Grimwood, K. Lee, Keeble and Watson.

Borough welcomed Stafford Rangers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. Ken Lee, brother of winger 
Harry Lee, made his debut for the home side.

Stafford served up some excellent football in the first-
half, and due to some uncertain defensive play, they were 
probably just a little unfortunate to be 3-2 down at half-time. 
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Twice Borough took the lead in this half, and twice they were 
pegged back. Outside-right Rushton showed a fine turn of 
speed and often left Scattergood standing. The winger, it was, 
who caused Kelly and his colleagues most of their headaches 
and they had quite a few, sometimes due to Muhrburg’s 
indecision.

Watson scored Borough’s first goal from a pass by K. Lee, and 
the latter smartly obtained the second after Grimwood had 
drawn Appleby out of goal and slipped the ball inside.

The turning point of the game came almost dead on half-time 
when, for the third time, Borough went ahead. Keeble fastened 
on to a ball well out, moved forward a few steps, and from 
fully thirty yards out cracked home a real George Green like 
“special” – a ball about two feet off the ground which was in 
the back of the net before goalkeeper Appleby could move.

It was 15 minutes after half-time that Grimwood got Borough’s 
fourth goal – and from that point on the Stafford defence 
was given a rough handling, and three further goals were 
scored by K. Lee, who dashed in and slipped the ball by the 
goalkeeper; by Watson, who cut in to net from close range; and 
by Scattergood, who scored from the penalty spot.

Stafford’s goals were scored by Rushton, who cleverly hooked 
in the ball from fairly long range for the Rangers’ first goal; 
Ryan got a second, while Horton got the third following a 
corner kick.

Bedworth Town FC’s Record
Bedworth Town FC’s feat of remaining undefeated in 17 
consecutive games has constituted a new record for the 
Birmingham Combination.

The previous record was held by Bromsgrove Rovers, 
who went 15 unbeaten. Bedworth’s playing record since 
November 15th is Played 17, Won 15, Drawn 2, Lost 0, For 
52, Against 14, Points 34. Only two teams have scored 
more than one goal against them in that period.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 20-03-1948 
Borough: Bircher; Scattergood and Carter; Marshall, Kelly and Ward; 
H. Lee, Grimwood, K. Lee, Keeble and Watson.

Borough made the journey to Tamworth for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture. Muhrburg reported unfit and was 
replaced by the Hartshill Old Boys’ keeper, Bircher.

Four of the five goals scored in this match came in the last two 
minutes of each half. Grimwood, who was the best forward on 
the field in the first-half, headed a perfect goal from a Carter 
lob two minutes before half-time to put Borough ahead, only 
to see his side pegged back almost immediately.

On this occasion a long ball down the middle was chased by 
Scattergood, closely challenged by Lewis and another home 
forward. Had he allowed the ball to run Bircher could have 
saved easily, but instead he tried to kick the ball away across 

his own goalmouth and the ball struck Lewis and flew into 
the back of the net. It was a pity that the right back should 
have been directly concerned in two of Tamworth’s goals, for 
with the exception of Kelly, he was Borough’s best defender, 
completely bottling up Frank White, the old Birmingham and 
Preston North End winger.

Most of Nuneaton’s danger was confined to the right wing 
pair, Harry Lee and Grimwood, and to centre-forward Ken 
Lee. The outside right got across some perfect crosses in 
the first-half, while Grimwood was usually the driving force 
behind the visitors’ moves. Ken Lee gave the visitors a 2-1 
lead 15 minutes from the end, converting a Watson corner. 
He would probably have won the match off his own bat if 
he had received anything like the right type of ball. He was 
altogether too fast for Wood when it came to chasing down-
the-middle passes. He was unlucky in not making the score 
3-1 to Borough shortly before Tamworth’s second equaliser.

The home side drew level when the ball was put across the 
area right in front of goal, and Scattergood, hampered by 
Tamworth forwards, tried to pass back to Bircher, who was 
beaten to the ball by Lewis, who put it into the net.

Straight from the centre-kick Faulkner broke away on the 
Tamworth right, centred, and with a perfect opening Davies 
steered the ball into the net – and the game had been won 
and lost. Davies had previously been blotted out of the 
game by Jim Kelly, but became the hero of the match. The 
crowd, which had a few moments before resigned itself 
to Tamworth’s first defeat in nine matches, immediately 
swarmed onto the pitch, grabbed Davies and carried him 
shoulder high off the field.

 Coventry City A v Nuneaton Borough 27-03-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Scattergood and Carter; Lingard, Kelly and Keeble; 
H. Lee, Grimwood, K. Lee, Marshall and Watson.

Borough travelled to meet Coventry City A in a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Borough should have won this game by a cricket score, but in 
actual fact did not get their winning goal until near the end. 
After a fairly even first half, during which each side got a goal, 
Grimwood for Nuneaton and Dobbs for Coventry – the latter 
netted with a smashing shot from a free-kick just outside the 
penalty area – Borough monopolised the play.

For long periods the City defence hardly knew where to kick 
the ball to get it out of the danger zone and conceded many 
corners in panic clearances.

But despite all the pressure they applied Borough missed 
many chances, while on other occasions the City goal had 
a charmed life. Indeed, it seemed Borough never would get 
ahead until about 15 minutes from the end, when Marshall 
ran through to net with a hard drive.

Harry Lee was Borough’s outstanding player and constantly 
got the ball in front of the City goal, only to see his colleagues 
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waste the opportunities he had created. The other forwards 
were aggravatingly goal-shy.

Borough’s defence again did not have a good match, and 
in the first-half was often outwitted by a smart attack. The 
visitors very nearly saved the game in the dying minutes 
when, during a hot assault on the Borough goal on one of the 
few occasions they got away in this half, the ball struck an 
upright before being scrambled away to safety.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 30-03-1948 

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup. Both teams were below 
full strength and Borough included four reserve team players 
– Bircher in goal; Wright at left-back; Lingard at right-half and 
Ward at left-half. There was a crowd in excess of 6,000.

Borough scored first after 15 minutes when Scattergood 
lobbed the ball across for Cronin to head through smartly. 
About five minutes later, in one of the few dangerous 
Atherstone attacks, Slack beat two men and was cutting in 
along the goal-line when he was tackled from behind and 
brought down by Wright. Mansell, “the penalty king” obliged 
from the spot.

Borough had a chance to take the lead before half-time when 
a delightful flick by Ken Lee put Keeble clear through, but 
with the goal at his mercy, his left-foot shot was off the mark.

Wright, deputising for Carter, gave a most promising display 
and should be retained. But the “big” man of the side, indeed 
the outstanding player on the field, was Jim Kelly, who simply 
sat on Freeman, the “Adders” leader and principal goalscorer. 
Freeman found Kelly much too good for him and was blotted 
out from start to finish.

Next to Kelly in terms of effectiveness was Scattergood, who 
did to Sims what Kelly did to Freeman – put him almost 
completely out of the game.

The two teams share the trophy as joint holders.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 03-04-1948 
Borough: Muhrburg; Bond and Wright; Cronin, Kelly and Carter; H. Lee, 
Grimwood, Plant, Keeble and Watson.

Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer for a Birmingham 
Combination match. Borough were without Ken Lee, who 
was away on holiday, and he was replaced by Plant.

When half-time arrived with a blank scoresheet, Borough’s 
chances of success seemed very real with the assistance of the 
wind. However, Banbury started off the second half as though 
someone had given them a pep talk and for a brief period they 
launched a number of dangerous-looking attacks.

Having successfully weathered the storm, Borough put in some 
of the best football of the game, and in the next 15 minutes 
Banbury’s defence was overrun. First Plant crashed in the best 
shot of the match which, luckily for Saunders, whistled just 
over the bar. The goalkeeper had to push another Plant shot 

over the top for a corner. Then he had to concede another 
corner in negotiating a Bond free-kick. To cap everything, a 
terrific shot by Keeble, which in all probability would have 
left the keeper standing, struck a Banbury defender on the 
head, dropped him as though he had been poleaxed – and 
rebounded to safety.

After all this, and much more, Banbury went to the other end 
for Pike to score the only goal of the match. That goal came 
as a bitter pill to the Borough lads and revived Banbury’s 
hopes. From that period until the end Banbury played better, 
yet without revealing anything like championship form.

Banbury enjoyed some good fortune. No more so than when 
Woodward clearly handled the ball in the penalty area, and 
again when Kelly brought down a home forward outside the 
area, only for the referee to award a penalty. Justice was 
done, though, as Woodward’s penalty was fired straight at 
Muhrburg, who cleared with ease.

Borough certainly deserved a better fate than to have 
returned home pointless.

Proposed Fourth Division
The latest move to add a Fourth Division to the Football 
League comes from the Third Division.

The target season for non-League clubs bidding for 
membership – these include Nuneaton Borough FC – is 
1949-50.

One of the non-League club representatives has 
expressed the view that an extension of the League is 
“almost certain.”

But any extension depends on Management Committee 
voting and in the inner councils of the League.

On April 13 the Third Division’s executive committee 
will meet the non-League Club’s Association and all the 
information about playing strength, ground capacity, 
finances, etc., will be heard again.

Non-League clubs will be warned that the Third Division 
insists on clubs in any new Division paying the minimum 
wages – £7 in winter and £5 in summer.

Third Division clubs are being asked to answer two 
questions: (1) Do you favour a Fourth Division; (2) Would 
you agree that the bottom clubs each season should be 
forbidden to seek re-election for a further season?

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 08-04-1948 

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
first leg of the Bedworth Charity Cup final.

Borough completely outplayed the visitors, but still slipped to 
a 0-1 defeat, and take that deficit into the second leg at The 
Oval on April 28.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 10-04-1948 

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

After opening the game as if they would run Dudley off their 
feet and taking an eleventh minute lead through Marshall, 
Borough slowly but surely deteriorated and long before 
the end their play became – well, just meaningless and 
completely lacking in ideas.

The result was that Dudley, just a shade better than their 
poor opponents, drew level after 37 minutes through 
Cartwright and snatched victory 28 minutes after half-time 
through Moore.

Why Borough should have dropped off so badly after so good 
an opening takes some explaining. They were unrecognisable 
from the previous game and the attack, which did not do too 
badly in the first-half, went to pieces in the second. Dudley’s 
winning goal did not come until Keeble, who had worked 
hard as pivot, made a mistake which let in Moore, who scored 
with a hard drive.

Lee got across a number of good centres in the first half, and 
Watson too, started well, but later both faded out and none 
of the forwards did much. Plant was easily held by the lanky 
Aston; Grimwood is losing his early promise; while Marshall, 
after netting a clever goal, caused little trouble. Indeed, 
Dudley’s opening goal could be directly traced to the inside-
left failing to move on an obvious Watson pass and allowing 
a defender to step in and turn a Borough attack into a Dudley 
move which ended in a goal.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 12-04-1948 
Atherstone: Arnold; Woolley and Bailey; Mansell, Attwood and Howe; 
Slack, Hudson, Freeman, Ball and Johnson.
Borough: Jones; Bond and Archer; Marshall, Joy and Carter; Cronin, 
Grimwood, Plant, Keeble and Knight.

Borough travelled to Sheepy Road to play Atherstone Town in 
a Hinckley Cup semi-final tie.

Despite fielding one of their weakest line-ups of the season, 
Borough gave Atherstone a good run for their money and but 
for their old failings in front of goal, may have caused them 
more trouble. They had three or four distinct chances, but 
shot so poorly that Arnold, in the home goal, was seldom in 
any difficulty.

Atherstone took the lead after 21 minutes when a Slack 
corner was returned into the area by Johnson and put into 
the net by Freeman. Plant, who seldom looked dangerous, 
got right through and as Arnold came out to meet him, 
cracked a hard drive against the bar. And, as the goalkeeper 
turned round to find out what had happened, the ball 
rebounded into his hands.

Atherstone got their second goal 22 minutes after the break 
when Mansell converted a penalty awarded for a foul by 

Carter on Slack. The only other time Arnold was in the least 
difficulty was when a shot from Keeble struck him in the 
chest. Knight, playing at outside-left missed the sitter of the 
match before “Adders” got their second goal. Cronin on the 
opposite wing, had outstripped Bailey, and put the ball right 
at the feet of Knight who, standing only a few yards from goal, 
badly sliced his kick and the ball rolled aimlessly wide.

After Mansell had put the issue beyond doubt with that 
penalty kick, the “Adders” indulged in a lot of clever forward 
play – but usually they carried their cleverness on move too 
far and it came to naught.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 15-04-1948 

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park on 
Thursday evening for a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough slipped to their fifth consecutive defeat, going down 
1-2 to the Worcestershire side.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 17-04-1948 
Borough made the journey to face Redditch in a Birmingham 
Combination game.

The first-half was a revelation. Borough penned in their 
opponents for long periods and seemed capable of doing 
everything but get the ball into the net. The Redditch goal 
had a whole series of narrow escapes and goalkeeper Jones, 
was often all at sea, but something cropped up to save his 
face. Three times shots which looked certain to find the net 
were deflected wide by defenders, twice the ball hit a post 
and on other occasions the keeper had to dive across goal to 
push balls round the post.

In between all these hectic scenes in the Redditch goalmouth, 
a long punt up the field would find the Borough defence 
hopelessly lacking and completely out of position and a 
home forward would go through and plant the ball into the 
Nuneaton net. The result was that instead of being ahead, 
Borough found themselves three goals down – scored by 
Bradley, Tibbetts and Kilroy – until the last minute of the first-
half when Ken Lee headed in a Harry Lee centre to make the 
score 3-1 to Redditch at half-time.

Redditch’s defence was so poor in the first-half, that even 
though they led 3-1 at the break, many people still favoured a 
Nuneaton win and when Harry Lee nipped in to crack the ball 
into the net, just a minute after the break, everything seemed 
set for a Borough victory. Attack after attack was launched, 
but all came to nothing because the inside men would not 
shoot. They always seemed to be trying to walk the ball 
through, and as in the first-half, Redditch would occasionally 
break away, get the better of Borough’s defence and go near 
to increasing their 3-2 lead.

Ten minutes from the end, the Redditch left-back Claybrook, 
got tangled up trying to keep out a Harry Lee centre and the 
ball rolled to Ken Lee, who netted the equaliser. Then came a 
late shock as Redditch broke down the other end and Keeble 
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brought down centre-forward Bradley in the penalty area. 
A penalty was awarded and to the great relief of the Borough 
followers and the utter chagrin of the home crowd, Bradley 
shot yards wide from the spot. Almost immediately Harry 
Lee nearly put Borough ahead for the first time in the game. 
He stretched out as far as he could to touch an awkward 
bouncing ball into an empty part of the Redditch net, just 
failed to get it down, and it sailed over the bar. Then Limbert 
headed over a perfect centre and the whistle came with the 
score at 3-3.

It was a game extraordinary for the number of easy scoring 
chances missed and for the poor defensive work of both 
sides. Harry Lee was the best of both sets of forwards with 
Watson doing useful work on the left. Harry Limbert is still not 
his old self, yet there were glimpses of improved confidence.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 22-04-1948 
Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers for a 
Thursday evening Birmingham Combination fixture.

Borough’s poor form continued and they suffered a 4-3 
reverse, extending their winless run to eight matches.

A Supporter Wants To Know
To The Editor – April 23, 1948
Sir, As a regular supporter of the Borough football team for 
many years and one who has felt, in common with other 
supporters, natural disappointment at the way in which the 
team has failed to fulfil early promise, season after season. I am 
venturing a little constructive criticism.

First of all, let me say at once that I do not consider the 
players, generally, to be at all blameworthy for their failure 
this season. A good and hard-working team has just struck 
one of those bad patches that come to all teams at times, and 
are as unexplainable as they are unavoidable. Given ordinary 
luck, most of the recent matches would have been won, and 
the players are to be sympathised with in the way the ball 
has so consistently run against them. In each of the matches, 
many of the shots, which fully deserved to score, have struck 
the woodwork, while opponents have scored from run-aways 
which have been all against the run of the play.

Experience like this, repeated in several matches, has its 
effect on the best of players and is very difficult to fight 
against. The heavy defeat at Bedworth, also, did a great 
deal to sap the confidence of the players, and was most 
regrettable, in more ways than one. Ugly rumours have been 
flying around ever since that match, and one can only express 
the hope that none of these stories is true.

Bad luck, however, is not the only reason for the disappointing 
record of the team this season. To my mind, the team has 
been very badly managed. Players who should have been 
persevered with have been dropped and allowed to depart for 
“pastures new,” while others, whose form has demanded their 
being rested, have been chosen week after week.

Finally, I wonder if the directors of the Borough club have 
done all they possibly could to create a friendly and comradely 
spirit among the players? Has the club really been a “happy 
ship?” Have the directors mixed freely with the players before 
matches and at half-time, and made them feel that a real 
interest is being taken in them? Or have the players been left 
largely to their own devices? I am not suggesting anything, 
but these are questions that naturally spring to the mind after 
watching the ups and downs of the team this season. After all, 
it is said that many football matches are lost off the field of 
play. I wonder how many of the Borough’s have been?

At the risk of being judged as offering advice that has already 
been offered more than once, may I suggest to the directors 
that as soon as possible they secure the services of a really 
experienced manager, and that when they have the right man, 
they allow him to have a really free hand? When that is done, I 
am sure the fortunes of the club will take a turn for the better.

“BEHIND THE GOALS”

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 24-04-1948 

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Limbert scored two opportunist goals for Borough, but each 
time Darlaston fought back to draw level. Darlaston’s first 
equaliser was an own goal, which came about when Cronin 
lost the ball in midfield and the ball quickly reached the 
Borough’s goalmouth. In a despairing effort to prevent Smart 
from scoring, Wright – from almost off the goal-line – put the 
ball into his own net. Up to that point Borough had held the 
upper hand, and despite Limbert’s second goal, after that it 
was anybody’s game, right up until the final whistle.

Once again the Borough defence was shaky. How it missed 
the steadying influence of Kelly and Scattergood. It is far too 
erratic and makes many mistakes. There has also developed 
a tendency to fiddle with the ball instead of getting it away.

Dissention Rumours Denied By Club
Directors Entertain Players
Emphatic denials that there had been even the slightest 
dissention between officials and players were made when 
the directors of Nuneaton Borough FC entertained the 
players and staff to a cold spread at the Peacock Inn after the 
Darlaston match on Saturday.

Mr H. Watkins, chairman, presided and was supported by 
Coun. E. Gallop, Mr George Moore JP, other directors and the 
secretary Mr F. Osborne.

Proposing the toast of the club, Coun. Gallop spoke of the 
good spirit manifest between players and directors which 
was to the benefit of the club. He had expected the Borough 
FC to be top of the league, and was disappointed they were 
not, but these things happened, and they would have to hope 
that next year they would be at the top.
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Chairman’s Reply
In his reply, the chairman said the team had not done so 
well lately as earlier in the season, but it was up to them 
to redeem themselves next year and top the Combination. 
He thanked the players, trainers and everyone who had 
helped the directors. Mr P. Osborne, one of the club’s finest 
secretaries ever, had been a great help. The second team lads 
had pulled their weight well, and if they only won the next 
two matches they should be runners-up of the Leicestershire 
Senior League. He thanked Messrs. Romans and Boffin for 
the work they had done in conection with the second team. 
He hoped they would win the Birmingham Combination next 
year. The gates at Manor Park demanded a winning side, and 
they must do their level best. They had the talent and it could 
be done.

Be A Sport Plea
“The Players And Staff” was proposed by Mr George Moore, 
who said he realised the difficulty of running a team, as he 
had had a life’s experience of football. He felt hurt sometimes 
when people complained about players and referees. 
Everyone had his faults, and spectators sometimes did not 
realise the difficulties men were up against. His motto was 
“Be a sport, win or lose, give and take, and do not count 
the cost.” He was confident there was a brighter future for 
Nuneaton Borough FC. The talent was there and luck had 
gone against them several times. He hoped they would all 
stick together and be a happy family, as they were in his own 
club, Arley Rectory. He was sure both directors and players 
were doing their best.

Mr Fred Perry, vice-chairman of the club, said that several 
players had already re-signed for next season, and they were 
offering terms to others. He paid tribute to the help Mr George 
Paxton had put in for the club. It was expected the proposed 
Fourth Division would materialise in the 1949-50 season.

Mr F. Osborne said he would like it to be known that, 
whatever rumours there might have been – and there were 
ugly rumours – there had never been any animosity between 
the directors and players.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 28-04-1948 
Borough travelled to The Oval to take on Bedworth Town in a 
Bedworth Charity Cup final second leg game. Borough trailed 
1-0 from the first leg.

Neither keeper had a great deal of work to do, so well were 
they covered by the backs and halves, and each did all that 
was required of them. Morral’s shot which beat Orgill was the 
only one which the Borough’s new goalkeeper had no chance 
to save. The actual goal was made by Tipple, who moved right 
up and saw his shot strike someone in a bunch of players in 
the goalmouth. Out of a flurry of feet, Morral shot into the far 
corner of the net. It was all to Tipple’s credit, and it was a pity 
that he should mar his best performance for weeks by handling 

the ball to present Nuneaton with a penalty. Scattergood’s 
spot kick might well have been saved, however, but Richards 
swayed the wrong way, and saw the ball strike his left hand 
before entering the net.

Up to half-time there had been nothing to choose between 
the two sides, and all the scoring took place in the second 
half. Bedworth deservedly took the lead after the interval, 
for play seldom moved out of the Borough half for about 20 
minutes, and the full-backs moving right upfield produced 
the goal. Borough had their moments afterwards yet seldom 
looked like scoring.

Kelly was easily the oustanding player in the Borough team, 
while Spacey was the best forward on view and made the job 
of rounding Carter look simple.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 01-05-1948 
Borough: Jones; Scattergood and Bond; Lingard, Kelly and Carter; 
H. Lee, Cronin, K. Lee, Keeble and Weston.

Borough made the journey to Marston Road to take on 
Stafford Rangers in the final Birmingham Combination fixture 
of the season.

The Borough forwards, with Harry Lee the chief menace, were 
too smart for the Rangers’ defence. Indeed, had the visitors 
made more use of the speed of Harry Lee, the Rangers would 
have had a very rough time.

The outside-right was too fast for full-back Tatler, who, long 
before the end, was banging the ball anywhere to save his skin. 
It was a smart goal by the elder Lee that set Borough on the 
winning track after 29 minutes. Receiving a long pass down the 
wing, Lee cut inside, cleverly hooked the ball over Birch’s head, 
went round him and placed his shot well out of Hanlon’s reach.

The winger might easily have got a hat-trick. Once Weston, at 
outside-left, put the ball right on his toe in front of a yawning 
net, but the winger’s first-time hook shot went wide. Later 
Lee raced through on his own and fired in a terrific drive 
which smashed against the underside of the bar.

Weston, who hardly looks strong enough for Birmingham 
Combination football, despite his performance at Bedworth, 
proved himself a clever ball player, and not only got a clever 
goal, but hit an upright with another good shot. His goal, 
Borough’s second, not long after half-time – was the very 
essence of controlled shooting. Taking a long pass he raced 
inside and as Hanlon rushed out to meet him, the winger 
found the empty net, with an unerring low drive.

Ken Lee’s goal was probably the tit-bit of the match, not 
merely because it came at the right moment – immediately 
after Shell had reduced Borough’s 2-0 lead with a header – 
but because not a single home player touched the ball in the 
process. Straight from the restart following Shell’s goal, Ken 
Lee put the ball to Lingard. The right-half sent it through to 
Cronin, who beat centre-half Birch, and then pushed the ball 
forward to Lee, who raced through and shot into the net.
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Sensational Final Day Of Season
Atherstone Win The Championship
There was a sensational ending to the Birmingham 
Combination season. Banbury, who only required a point 
from their home game against Stourbridge to make certain of 
the championship, were beaten 5-1, and as Atherstone Town 
won 3-0 at Darlaston, they won the honour on goal average 
… by .2012 of a goal!

Thus, so far as we know, the “Adders” became only the 
second Birmingham Combination side to win both the 
league championship and the Birmingham Senior Cup in the 
same season – an achievement previously accomplished by 
Nuneaton Town.

At the other end of the table Hinckley Athletic, as a result 
of their 4-0 home defeat by Bromsgrove, finished one point 
behind Moor Green, and with Coventry City A the bottom 
club, now have to seek re-election.

Bedworth, in their first season in the league, finished third 
– a fine performance. Indeed, four of the five local clubs – 
Atherstone, Bedworth, Tamworth and Nuneaton, finished in 
the top six positions.

Season Review 1947-48
Flattered To Deceive
It has become the fashion with Nuneaton Borough FC, season 
after season, to raise championship hopes and then to fold 
up and pass out peacefully. The season just ended was 
typical, except that it both started and finished badly. Usually 
the team merely finishes badly.

After a bad opening – three of the first four games were lost – 
things began to take on a rosier hue, but not before the team 
had been dismissed both from the Senior Cup and the FA Cup.

By this time, George Watson had come into the side at 
ouside-left. Shortly afterwards Limbert and Harry Lee were 
signed. Goals – and success – began to come. Between 
October 11 and January 17 only one of sixteen games was 
lost. This solitary defeat was at Walsall on November 15, 
when the home side won 3-1.

In the process the team had climbed to the head of the 
League table, and was playing so well, especially the attack, 
that championship prospects appeared particularly bright.

Goal-Shyness Develops
Then came the match at Atherstone on January 24 – a game 
which ended 1-0 in favour of the “Adders” although the 
visitors had probably more scoring chances than their rivals.

The forwards, hereabouts, were beginning to show signs of 
wear and tear. Whereas only a few weeks before, with Limbert 
snapping up chances in the middle, goal-getting seemed as easy 
as shelling peas, they were now becoming much more elusive.

There became less punch on the extreme wings and an 
obvious goal-shyness in the inside positions.

The following week Borough went to City Transport – and 
carried on where they left off at Atherstone. Although having 
an overwhelming share of the game and a whole heap of 
scoring chances another point was dropped as a result of a 
1-1 draw.

On February 7, the Wolves send practically a Central League 
side to Manor Park. Borough definitely were unlucky to lose 
that game 2-1. But two more points had been lost, and the 
slide down the league ladder had begun.

On March 6 came the shock of the season – that crushing 5-0 
defeat at Bedworth. That astounding defeat seemed to knock 
all the heart out of the Borough, with the result that for the 
remainder of the season a thoroughly dejected and much-
changed side just cracked up completely.

Undoubtedly the absence for a long period of Bill Scattergood 
and Jim Kelly through injury, had a very great deal to do 
with the crack up, for it left the defence as weak as it could 
possibly have been. With the attack also having a lean time – 
well, the team just fell to pieces.

The honour of being the most consistent performer must 
undoubtedly go to Kelly, perhaps the best centre-half in 
the league. Next comes Scattergood, who gave many fine 
displays at right full-back. Quinney did well at the start of 
the season, but after his accident never seemed the same. 
A harder trier than Carter never went on a football field.

For a fairly long period George Watson was undoubtedly the 
best outside-left the club has had for several seasons, but 
he failed to keep up that form probably due to the fact that 
he never enjoyed having a consistent inside partner. On the 
opposite wing Harry Lee had some very good games and 
others not nearly so good.

A Grand Worker
For a very long period Cronin was the most consistent 
foward. He was a grand little worker with unflagging energy, 
and with the power of his shot, it was difficult to say why he 
did not get more goals.

Limbert was an enigma. For weeks he was a real terror to 
opposing defences. Only half a chance meant a goal for him. 
He shot 16 goals in double quick time, then he seemed to lose 
all his confidence and after a number of indifferent displays 
went out of the side. Happily, when restored to the side he 
did much better.

Record and Goal Scorers
During the season 46 games have been played, 18 being won, 
12 drawn and 16 lost.

The goalscorers were: Limbert 18; Watson 16; Marshall 14; 
K. Lee 7; H. Lee and Plant 6; Bond and Cronin 5; Grimwood 
and Keeble 4; L. Jones and Scattergood 3; Kelly and Harper 2; 
Johnson, Rigby, Underhill, Matthews, Knight and Paul 1 each.
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Birmingham Combination
Final Table 1947-1948 
 P W D L F A Pts
Atherstone Town 38 30  1  7 109  40 61
Banbury Spencer 38 29  3  6 106  42 61
Bedworth Town 38 24  6  8 102  65 54
Tamworth 38 24  5  9  96  63 53
Bromsgrove Rovers 38 21  8  9 101  67 50
Nuneaton Borough 38 18  8 12  94  66 44
Darlaston 38 19  6 13  91  74 44
Dudley Town 38 17  8 13  69  56 42
West Brom “A” 38 18  5 15  86  88 41
Stourbridge 38 16  8 14  86  66 40
Walsall Reserves 38 15  9 14  76  74 39
Wolves “A” 38 12 12 14  68  75 36
Stafford Rangers 38 14  6 18  68  88 34
Hednesford 38 14  4 20  86  97 32
Birmingham City “A” 38  8 11 19  57  79 27
Redditch 38 11  4 23  64  88 26
City Transport 38  7  9 22  59 108 23
Moor Green 38  6  8 24  55 112 20
Hinckley Athletic 38  7  5 26  61 112 19
Coventry City “A” 38  2 10 26  30 104 14

Football’s Iron Curtain
Clubs in the Northern Section of the Third Division have 
decided to urge all First and Second Division clubs to 
defeat a proposal that in future the two bottom clubs in 
the Third Division sections shall compulsorily retire for 
twelve months.

In other words they want to ensure that Nuneaton 
Borough and about forty other such clubs shall remain 
non-League clubs forever.

How long is this farce going to be countenanced. How 
long is there go be this Iron Curtain?

The only hope for the non-League clubs who have League 
ambitions is the formation of a Fourth Division with 
two sections. Both Third Divisions could do with a little 
gingering up – and a Fourth Division will do the trick.

1,000 Miners Coming To Nuneaton
But 900 Local Men Still Require Houses
About 1,650 miners are to be drafted into the Warwickshire 
coalfield – about 1,000 to the Nuneaton area – to man under-
staffed pits. Problem No. 1 is housing accommodation. 
Already Nuneaton has about 900 miners on its waiting list for 
council houses.

Coun. E. A. Courts, Agent of the Warwickshire District of 
the National Union of Mineworkers, is advocating that the 
Borough Council should consider acquiring the use of the War 
Department’s camp at Arbury Park and adapting it for the 
purpose of housing some of these miners and their families.

Organised Squatting
“I call it organised squatting – for use of a better term,” Coun. 
Courts told the “Observer,” explaining his suggestion.

“I have seen this camp on one or two occasions and although 
it is not all that I would like, it would at least enable some 
of these miners and their families to be housed instead of 
husbands and wives being separated. I have letters by the 
score about the social problems which arise through man 
and wife being parted. 

“With about 900 miners’ applications on Nuneaton’s waiting 
list we cannot possibly get these people into houses at the 
moment.

Self-Contained Community
“The camp at Arbury could be used as a self-contained 
community. It would accommodate more than 250 families – 
and there is a church hut which could be used as a schoolroom 
for the children. There is also a hospital ward, a communal 
dining room, a dance hall, theatre, and good football field. The 
women could do the chores in the cookhouse.

“There are some snags, I know, but I would sooner see these 
people housed there than families split up. The Coal Board 
now seems to be enthusiastic about it and I hope we shall be 
able to get some enthusiasm from Nuneaton Town Council. 
After all, it would be better than some of the over-crowding 
that is taking place.

Have Got To Come Or –
“Another thing – these men have got to come. Unless we get 
them, some of the Warwickshire pits will have to close down, 
and the men transferred to other pits.

“With a welfare officer to look after things that camp could 
be made a joy. There are good roads and a good sewage 
scheme. It could be self-supporting – the rates we would get 
from it would help considerably in maintaining it. It could 
gradually be evacuated when houses are ready for these 
people, if they came on the rent roll, they could take their 
places in the queue for Nuneaton houses.”

Jimmy Campbell For Borough
Jimmy Campbell, the Walsall and former Aston Villa 
forward, is among a number of players whose signatures 
were announced by Borough FC yesterday.

The directors are negotiating for the signatures of 
other players with English League experience and are 
extremely optimistic in this connection.
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Gresley Rovers – 2nd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton travelled to Gresley Rovers 
for a 2nd Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.

The first half was remarkable in that 
although for long periods the Borough 
forwards literally waltzed round the 
Gresley defence, Rovers actually led 2-0 
at one period without having had much 
of the play. But almost immediately 
after the home side had scored their 
second goal, Plant headed through 
a Cronin centre to reduce the arrears 
about a minute before half-time.

For the first ten minutes after half-
time Borough’s footwork and clever 
approach play had the Gresley 
defenders mesmerised. They just 
stood still and watched. It came as no 

surprise at all when Rose gave away a 
penalty, scooping away Marshall’s shot 
with his hands. Bond scored from the 
spot to make the score 2-2.

Seven minutes later Staley broke 
through on the right and fired in a hard 
drive which Birtwistle pushed away 
for a corner. Staley’s accurately placed 
flag kick was again handed away by 
Birtwistle, but in the blink of an eye, 
Harrison had shot hard and low into 
the net to make the score 3-2.

It was a remarkable goal in that the 
winger’s shot found its mark through 
half-a-dozen players. How it could 
have got through that crowd of players 
without being deflected in any way was 
truly remarkable. Certainly Birtwistle 
would never have seen the ball.

Following their third goal, Gresley got 
on top for the first time in the game. 
Their speedy and hard-shooting 
forwards gave the Borough defence 
a real hammering and shots were 
slammed in from all angles. This went 
on for quite a time. Then Borough 
rallied again and in the last ten minutes 
or so we saw the Rovers’ defenders 
kicking the ball out at every conceivable 
opportunity to preserve their slender 
lead, and the tactics succeeded.

Although all the finer arts of the 
game were revealed by the visitors, 
they overdid the clever stuff. There 
was dynamite in the Gresley attack. 
Their defence was often overrun, but 
whenever their forwards got going the 
danger flag went up

Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1947-48   Nuneaton Scores First
Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.23 Darlaston A L 0-1 
08.28 Banbury Spencer H L 2-3 Not Known
08.30 Redditch H L 2-1 Johnson, Marshall
09.06 Walsall Reserves H L 1-4 Marshall
09.11 Coventry City ‘A’ H L 5-1 Plant (2), Matthews, Underhill, Rigby
09.13 Tamworth A L 1-0 Bond
09.15 Dudley Town A L 2-2 Plant, Bond
09.20 Hinckley Athletic H BSC 0-0 
09.27 Bedworth Town   H L 2-2 Watson (2) 6291
10.02 Hinckley Athletic A BSC Replay 0-1  2222
10.04 Gresley Rovers A FAC 2Q 2-3 Plant, Bond (pen)
10.11 Hednesford Town H L 3-1 Kelly, Marshall, Harper
10.18 W.B.A. ‘A’ H L 4-4 Marshall (2), Watson, Kelly
10.25 Wolves ‘A’ A L 1-1 Harper
11.01 City Transport H L 4-0 Limbert (3), Cronin
11.08 Atherstone Town H L 3-1 Limbert (2), Watson 7062
11.15 Walsall Reserves A L 1-3 Limbert
11.21 Moor Green H L 7-0  Marshall (2), H. Lee (2), Limbert (pen), 

Watson, Dooley (o.g.)
11.28* W.B.A.‘A’ A L 6-1 Limbert (2), Marshall, Watson (2), Knight
12.06* Birmingham City ‘A’ A L 4-1 Limbert (2), H. Lee, Marshall
12.13 Stourbridge H L 4-2 Watson (2), Marshall, Cronin
12.20 Stourbridge A L 2-2 Jones (2)
12.25 Hinckley United   H L 2-1 Limbert, Jones 
12.26 Hinckley United   A L 4-1 Limbert (2), Watson (2) 3085
12.27 Birmingham City ‘A’ H L 3-1 Limbert, Grimwood, Watson
01.09 Moor Green A L 2-1 Watson, Bond
01.17 Hednesford Town A L 3-2 Watson, Limbert, Cronin
01.24 Atherstone Town A L 0-1 
01.31 City Transport A L 1-1 Scattergood
02.07 Wolves `A` H L 1-2 Cronin
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1947-48   Nuneaton Scores First
Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
02.28 Hinckley Athletic H ROC 5-2 Keeble (3), Paul, H. Lee
03.06 Bedworth Town  A L 0-5 
03.13 Stafford Rangers H L 7-3  Watson (2), K. Lee (2), Keeble, Grimwood, 

Scattergood (pen)
03.20 Tamworth A L 2-3 Grimwood, K. Lee
03.27 Coventry City ‘A’ A L 2-1 Grimwood, Marshall
03.30 Atherstone Town H NHC F 1-1 Cronin 6166
04.03 Banbury Spencer A L 0-1 
04.08 Bedworth Town  H BCC F1L  0-1 
04.10 Dudley Town H L 1-2 Marshall
04.12 Atherstone Town A HC SF 0-2 
04.15 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 1-2 Not Known
04.17 Redditch A L 3-3 K. Lee (2), H. Lee
04.22 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 3-4 Not Known
04.24 Darlaston H L 2-2 Limbert (2)
04.28 Bedworth Town   A BCC F2L  1-1 Scattergood (pen)
05.01 Stafford Rangers A L 3-1 Weston, H. Lee, K. Lee
KEY:  L = Birmingham Combination, FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup,  HC = Hinckley Cup,  NHC = Nuneaton 
Hospital Cup, BCC = Bedworth Charity Cup, ROC = Railway Orphans’ Cup
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New Borough Manager
Colin Lyman, the former Tottenham 
Hotspur forward who assisted Derby 
County as a player during the war years, 
has been appointed full-time player-
manager by Nuneaton Borough FC. He will 
have full control of the team.

Thirty-one years of age, Lyman is equally 
at home in any of the inside positions, and while assisting 
Derby County played centre-forward between Raich Carter 
and Peter Doherty.

Lyman signed professional forms for Northampton Town 
in 1935 at the age of 17, and was transferred to Tottenham 
Hotspur the following season for £3,000, which in those days, 
was a big fee.

He was with the Spurs until three years ago, when he was 
transferred to Port Vale. After only three months he was 
transferred to Notts Forest for a fee of £1,500. For the same 
figure he then moved to Notts County, and is still on the 
League list for that figure. Lyman will take up his duties on 
August 2.

Another signing to be announced is that of Roy Chapman, a 
wing-half, who has been playing in the Midland League.

Borough Signings
Borough have announced the signing of Jimmy Campbell, 
the Walsall and former Aston Villa forward. He is a dental 
student at Birmingham University, aged 24 years of age, and 
made 12 Third Division appearance for Walsall last season. 
While with the Villa, he was a regular member of the Central 
League side. He is comfortable on either wing and can play in 
either of the inside positions.

Other players signed include:

David Metzger, an inside forward who toured Norway with an 
FA team representing the Athenian League in 1946. He was 
signed by the Arsenal after a spell with Reading. He has just 
taken up an appointment at a technical college in the vicinity 
and is aged 24.

Roy Green, outside-left, who has assisted Leicester City. 
Strongly recommended to the club, he is aged 25.

F. Hill, a left-back, who played for Loughborough Brush in the 
United Counties League last season and is aged 23.

L. Ashton, an inside-right from the Leicester area, aged 25.

J. Bassford, a right-half, who was outstanding in the 
Leicestershire Senior League last season and is aged 23.

C. Clarke, of Baddesley FC, who is recognised as one of the 
best outside-lefts in the district.

T. Bunt, inside left, of Standard FC (Coventry), winners of the 
Birmingham Junior Cup. Assisted Borough on two occasions 
towards the end of last season.

Ken Bunt, right-half, who was on West Bromwich Albion’s 
books last season.

T. Monks, goalkeeper, who played several times with Notts 
County’s Midland League side last season and is aged 25.

J. Fitzpatrick, left-half, of Standard FC (Coventry). Was 
outstanding in the Birmingham Junior Cup final last season.

Last season’s players who have re-signed are: Keeble, Kelly, 
Scattergood, Cronin, Harry Lee, Ken Lee, Carter, Limbert, 
Bond, Oakes, Ward, J. R. Knight, Grimwood, Plant, Weston, 
Jones, Bircher, Bullock, Stinton, Smith and Brown.

Ben Wannacott has returned to the club as trainer.

Took All Ten Wickets
Albert Rouse, Sterling Metals’ fast-medium bowler, 
captured all ten wickets for 44 runs, against Rootes last 
Saturday. In the last six of his 24 overs he took 6-7.

Two More Borough Signings
Nuneaton Borough FC have made two more signings this 
week – F. A. Parnell, a left full-back, who was on Derby 
County’s books for three seasons and last year played for 
Matlock Town; and William Selby, a right-half, who last 
season assisted Leeds.

Borough Players Report For Training
Nuneaton Borough players will commence training on 
Tuesday, July 27, and practice matches are being arranged on 
various dates between August 7 and 19. The first public trial 
match will be on Saturday, August 7, kick-off 3-15pm.

Prices of admission to the Birmingham Combination 
League matches will be: Ground 1s. stand 1s. extra; and  
the Leicestershire Senior League matches, ground 9d., 
stand 6d. extra.

The concessions granted to women, boys and old age 
pensioners will remain the same as last season. Season 
tickets will be 35s., stand inclusive, and seats can be reserved 
if desired. These tickets will be available in a few days, and 
applications for season tickets can be made to the secretary 
or Mr G. Paxton, 1a Beaumont Road. The reason for the slight 
increase in the price of these tickets is that owing to the 
increased number of matches, additional tax will have to paid.

Orgill Signs For Borough
Borough have announced the signing of Harold Orgill, the 
Notts County goalkeeper, who created such a fine impression 
when he played against Bedworth Town in the second leg of 
the Bedworth Charity Cup last season.

Orgill has been with Notts County for two seasons. Lyman 
is in touch with other League players and hopes to make an 
announcement in the course of a day or two.
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First Trial Match
Initial practice matches are looked upon more as part of the 
loosening-up process than any real guide to form. Therefore, 
too much notice should not be taken of what happens for fear 
of being led up the garden path.

The match at Manor Park on Saturday was, in fact, the first 
eliminating bout, for over 60 players are to be seeded before 
the clash with the “Adders” at Sheepy Road tomorrow week.

Quite obviously some of the players had kicked a ball before 
this season. Quite obviously, too, others were making their 
first acquaintance with it. So that a second look will have to 
be taken before reaching a decision.

Despite all the snags of a first trial, some of the football was 
quite good – fast and enterprising.

For instance, the first-half “Blues” attack, with Plant, 
Grimwood and Joe Knight shaping as though they had been 
at it all the cricket season, showed fine understanding and 
cracked along at a speed which made a “Reds” defence, 
which included Orgill and Scattergood, perspire freely.

Smart Goals
Even No. 1 goalkeeper Orgill could do little or nothing about 
the “Blues” three first half goals. First Grimwood met a Green 
corner-kick first time to slam the ball hard and low into the 
net. Then T. Bunt headed on in before Orgill had recovered 
from making a save a second before; and then Plant cracked 
one into the roof of the net from close in.

The “Reds” attack, in which were the brothers Lee, didn’t 
look nearly so menacing, mainly because it lacked the same 
support as accorded Plant and Co., by Selby and Bond who 
also covered up very smartly when defending. Indeed, one 
of the features of the game was the neglect of Harry Lee. The 
support he received in the first half from Ashton and in the 
second half from Langford, was negligible.

The “Reds” defence was reinforced in the second half by 
Kelly, Keeble and Parnell. Parnell lacked practice, while Kelly 
and Keeble treated the game purely as a run-out. Otherwise I 
can’t imagine Plant being given so much rope by that blotter-
out of centre-forwards, Jim Kelly.

Plant Took The Eye
Still, Plant was easily the most convincing of the three centre-
forwards on view. Doubtless he would catch Lyman’s eye. Ken 
Lee had to retire at half-time with a cut hand. Oughton, who 
took his place, netted a smart second half goal and may be 
better than he appeared in this game. Metzle also got another 
goal for the “Reds” in the second half, to make the score 3-2; 
but goals by Coleman and Plant made the final score 5-2 in 
favour of the “Blues.”

We may hear further of Coleman. But at the moment, while 
there is no dearth of good goalkeepers – besides Orgill, 
Monks, Wilkinson and Bircher all did well – it seems that so 
far the outside-left problem has not been solved.

Second Trial Game
It is difficult to decide which was the outstanding feature 
of Borough’s final trial last Saturday – the way the tall, lean 
Fitzpatrick stuck to Lyman, or the manner in which the 
player-manager created openings for his colleagues.

I happen to know that Lyman was more than satisfied with 
the centre-half’s form the week previous; he had good reason 
to be impressed this time. So well did Fitzpatrick cover the 
way down the middle that the centre-forward had precious 
few chances to show his shooting abilities – and in the air the 
Reds’ pivot generally had the better of the argument.

But having his way barred down the middle, Lyman, drawing 
on his experience, moved in to the inside-forward – particularly 
the inside-left – positions, and, drawing Fitzpatrick, put the ball 
into the open space for his colleagues to finish off the moves.

Made Goals
Lyman made his side’s first two goals; but it could have been 
four. He planted the ball right in front of the net for Jayes to 
open Blues’ account, he lifted the ball into the middle for Betts 
(Mansfield) to head the second. In the second half he gave Jayes 
an equally good chance, but this time Jayes put the ball against 
an upright. And then he gave Keeble a great opportunity at point 
blank range. Keeble sliced his shot well wide.

Cronin Or Campbell?
The next important feature was the comparative failure of 
Jimmy Campbell. On the afternoon’s play Cronin, at outside 
right for the Reds, should get his place in the side to visit 
Atherstone. Yet Campbell is such a fine little winger that – 
well, I’m glad I haven’t got to make the decision as to who 
will be the right-winger tomorrow.

While the Reds put up a very good show and often gave their 
opponents plenty to think about, the Blues – the probable first 
team – obviously had the better ideas. Blues’ attack looked 
highly capable, with Jayes showing up at inside-right. Betts 
had a very good first-half, but had few chances afterwards. He 
got two good goals and has a powerful shot with his left foot.

The defence probably will be unchanged for tomorrow’s game, 
although much good work was put in by the Reds’ defence. 
Wright, for instance, gave Campbell very little rope. There was 
Fitzpatrick, of course, at centre-half, and Bond did well at right-
half. Indeed, all in all the defence did well – and Ward left the 
capable Orgill standing with the best shot of the match.

Clever And Elusive
Cronin and Coleman were a good wing for the Reds. The 
former was clever and elusive as ever. Coleman used the 
ball intelligently. Limbert had few chances; Gallimore looked 
useful, and so did Clarke at outside-left. Orgill is the obvious 
choice for goalkeeper, yet Johnston, of Lye Town, like all the 
other goalkeepers who have taken part in these trials did the 
job efficiently.
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Season 1948-49

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 21-08-1948 
Atherstone: Arnold; Woolley and Quinney; Hudson, Attwood and Egan; 
Slack, Sims, Freeman, Tapping and Johnson.
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Parnell; Bond, Kelly and Ward; Cronin, 
Keeble, Lyman, Jayes and Betts.

Borough travelled to Sheepy Road to take on Atherstone 
Town in the first match of the 1948-49 Birmingham 
Combination season.

Atherstone opened the scoring on 36 minutes when the ball 
was put in front of the Nuneaton net. Kelly, near to goal, 
seemed undecided whether to try to hook the ball away or 
whether to put it back to Orgill. The result was that he failed 
properly to reach the ball which skidded across to Tapping, 
who took full toll of an easy chance. Borough levelled the 
score just before half-time following a typical Lyman move. 
The player-manager chased a ball to near the left corner flag, 
beat a couple of defenders and swung the ball right over to 
Cronin on the opposite wing. Cronin held it just long enough 
to allow Lyman to get back into the middle and his short 
inside pass was cracked into the net by the centre-forward.

A quarter-of-an-hour before the end came another delightful 
goal for Borough. It followed a free-kick well taken by Ward. 
Arnold had the ball well covered, but just before it reached 
him up went Jayes, and a mere flick with his head left the 
goalkeeper standing. A few minutes later Cronin broke 
through, beat a defender near the goal-line and then swung 
across a delightful centre which Betts raced on to and 
slammed into the net.

A minute from the end came a perfect Atherstone goal. For 
once in a while a pass found Johnson unmarked. Seeing the 
danger Kelly raced across and with other defenders failing 
to cover him, Johnson’s centre was met first time by the 
unmarked Freeman. His unerring shot left Orgill helpless.

Although a good win, Borough had their weaknesses and 
left-back Parnell failed to hold Slack in check. The “Adders” 
winger was Nuneaton’s one big headache from start to finish. 
Time and again Kelly had to move across to help keep Slack 
under control. Kelly was Borough’s oustanding defender 
on a surface rendered treacherous by heavy rain. Bond and 
Scattergood kept Tapping and Johnson under control.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 28-08-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Parnell; Bond, Kelly and Ward; Cronin, 
Keeble, Lyman, Jayes and Betts.

Borough welcomed Stafford Rangers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough opened their account after 39 minutes, when 
following a Cronin corner kick, the ball ran out to Jayes, 
who netted with an unerring shot. Goal number two came 
from the first move of the second half. Ward pushed the ball 

through to Betts. The latter placed the ball on the inside of 
the half-back to Lyman, who drove through hard and low just 
inside the post. Betts got the third goal after eight minutes 
of the second half. Cronin made all the running following a 
Lyman pass and his perfect centre was converted by Betts.

Shell got the visitors’ solitary goal after 24 minutes of the 
second half. Kelly failed to check him and the centre-forward 
ran on to beat Orgill from close range. The tit-bit of the 
second half was a terrific shot from Betts, which made the 
upright positively shudder. Cronin also hit an upright, so that 
Rangers could have had no quibble regarding the final score.

Borough’s forwards won the game, for here is an attack 
which does attack, led by the skilful and experienced Colin 
Lyman. It works like a machine with their fast interchanging 
of positions making them everything but a sitting target for 
the opposing defence. The goals they scored were carefully 
planned and eagerly accepted. Whereas Stafford looked, and 
were menacing, Shell, the old Villa player and his colleagues 
finished badly. In truth, their bark was worse than their bite.

Still, Rangers, for all that, made the home side work for their 
success. They put up a dour fight and it was anybody’s game 
until half-time, by which time Borough were one up.

But as soon as the game resumed the Borough big guns 
began to fire – and in eight minutes it was practically all over 
bar the shouting. Rangers were now 3-0 down. And though 
they reduced the lead after 24 minutes and kept up a steady 
pressure thereafter, the final result was never in doubt.

There was little to choose between the defences, the Rangers’ 
rearguard conceded three goals because it had to face up to a 
much more virile attack than did Borough’s.

Ken Plant Fractures Collarbone
Ken Plant, Borough’s clever young reserve centre-
forward, fractured his collarbone when playing against 
Rugby Oakfield at Rugby on Wednesday night.

He sustained his injury about half-an-hour from the 
start when, dashing through, he collided with a Rugby 
defender and fell heavily.

Plant was taken to Rugby hospital by ambulance, but 
after having his shoulder strapped up, was allowed to 
return home to Nuneaton with the rest of the team. He is 
likely to be out of the game for some time.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 02-09-1948 

Borough travelled to Hinckley Athletic for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup first round tie.

In conditions which made anything approaching good 
football impossible, Borough beat Hinckley last Thursday 
night, by a goal scored by Colin Lyman after 35 minutes.

The pitch was waterlogged, rain falling heavily throughout, 
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and the wretched conditions underfoot proved too much for 
all the players with the possible exception of Cronin, who 
played brilliantly on the right-wing, and led the Hinckley 
defence a merry dance throughout.

Both sides missed easy scoring chances – Borough in the 
first-half and Hinckley afterwards, and perhpas a better result 
would have been a draw.

Kelly had Knight, the Hinckley leader in his pocket, although 
once the centre-forward got through to miss a great chance 
of equalising. Cobley was outstanding in the home defence, 
while Ward and Parnell were very shaky for the Borough.

The only really good move of the game produced the only 
goal, a smart Borough attack ending in Burton pushing a 
Betts’ header out to Lyman, who promptly netted. Shannon 
had a good match for Hinckley, and kept Betts well in check 
during the second half.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 04-09-1948 

Borough made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

There was little to choose between the two sides in the first-
half, for though Borough played the more polished football, 
Redditch, using the long pass to bring their wingers well into 
the game, often caused the Nuneaton defenders, especially 
Scattergood, anxiety. Twice in the first few minutes, however, 
the Redditch goal had two close shaves. Borough’s opening 
attack, very nearly brought a goal. Following a sweep on the 
home goal, Ward ran in to crash in a terrific shot which had 
goal written all over it, but as the ball was flying towards the 
net it struck a Redditch defender and went behind for a corner.

Borough set up another attack and a hard drive from Keeble 
had the goalkeeper, Doughty, beaten all the way. Sensing the 
danger, Sykes, the Redditch right-back, put his hand out and 
diverted the ball just past the post. Fortunately for Redditch, 
it went unseen by the referee.

Lyman obviously gave his men a pep talk at half-time, for as 
soon as the game was restarted the visitors executed a whole 
series of attacks which had the Redditch defence all at sea 
and for 15 minutes the home goal had a series of remarkable 
escapes. Twice Betts was put clean through, but each time 
he put wide with only the keeper to beat. Then, Colin Lyman, 
with the best shot of the match, struck the bar.

Borough continued to be the more polished and purposeful 
side until the last five minutes, when it was the Borough goal 
that enjoyed a slice of luck. A home attack ended in Dave 
Manship, the former Borough player, bursting through down 
the middle with only Orgill to beat. A goal seemed certain; 
it appeared as though he could not miss, but in his effort to 
make doubly sure, Manship took it too close to Orgill, who 
pushed his leg out to turn the ball wide of the post.

The corner kick was delightfully placed by Salters and in the 
scuffle that followed the ball seemed to do everything but 

cross the Borough goal-line. In the end it went outside for 
a corner on the opposite wing. Across came the ball right 
in front of the net again. There followed another exciting 
goalmouth tussle before the ball was scrambled away.

Up the field raced Borough forwards in a last-minute effort. 
The ball eventually went across to Cronin in an unmarked 
position. The winger had time to steady himself, but preferred 
to shoot first time. He pulled his shot too much and the ball 
sped across the face of the goal. Then the whistle went for 
full-time.

It had been a truly grand game, and though Redditch were 
never able to produce the class of football that Borough 
did and had Betts to thank for two misses, they earned a 
deserved point.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 09-09-1948 

Nuneaton welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Bedworth Charity Cup encounter.

Borough slipped to a surprise 2-5 defeat against Bedworth 
and suffered by having Colin Lyman injured to boot. Cronin 
and Betts scored Borough’s goals.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 11-09-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Parnell; Bond, Kelly and Carter; 
Cronin, Campbell, Keeble, Jayes and Betts

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. Keeble came in at centre-
forward for the injured Lyman and Campbell was given his 
first chance at inside-right. Carter displaced Ward at left-half.

The reshuffled attack did well up to a point, but always seemed 
to break down on the edge of the Walsall area. Campbell 
revealed some neat touches without seeming strong enough 
for an inside-forward. Walsall led 1-0 at half-time, Skidmore 
heading home from Smith’s free-kick after 28 minutes.

Eight minutes after half-time, Campbell headed through a 
Carter lob to level the scores. Yet, thus far, the Borough had 
looked anything but winners. The forward line was swapped 
around and Jayes went into the middle, Keeble taking his 
place at inside-left, and Cronin and Campbell changed 
places, the latter going to his recognised position at outside-
right. These changes were the signal for the transformation.

Jayes immediately began to worry the Walsall defence; 
Cronin and Campbell began to put on the heat on the right 
wing. For the first time in the game Miller and his two full-
backs Methley and Male, lost their grip on the situation. There 
was now danger in Borough’s every move – and there would 
have been more had the right-wing pair seen as much of the 
ball as the left.

After missing one great chance of putting his side ahead, 
Betts, put through by Jayes, made amends by shooting home 
as Deldicott came out to meet him, after 76 minutes, and 
eight minutes from the end, a clever snap shot by Campbell 
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made it 3-1. This goal, too, made amends for an earlier miss. 
That ended the scoring, but it was not the end of Walsall. 
Twice they were prevented from scoring by magnificent saves 
by Orgill – two of the best saves seen at Manor Park for many 
a long day. On another occasion they hit the bar with the 
goalkeeper beaten. That was bad luck, yet no worse luck than 
when; in the early minutes of the second half, Betts had a 
cross shot hit the inside of a Walsall upright and come out.

Borough deserved their success because whereas the two 
teams were evenly matched in the first half, except that 
Walsall always looked the more dangerous near goal, the 
home side was definitely superior afterwards although the 
visitors refused to lie down.

One of Borough’s three goals against Walsall Reserves last Saturday – 
the second of Campbell’s brace. As will be seen, the winger’s shot had 
the visiting goalkeeper well and truly beaten. 
  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 25-09-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and Keeble; 
Cronin, Lyman, Jayes, Campbell and Betts.
Bedworth: Richards; O’Brien and Kelley; Greenway (or Harris), Chapman 
and Marshall; Kirkaldie, Spacey, Smith, J. McKeown, A. McKeown.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. There was a crowd of 8,955.

A pass by Jayes to Cronin led to the opening goal of the 
match. The winger made ground immediately, cut inside 
Kelley, and then planted the ball right in front of the net for 
Betts to score easily. 

Borough were unlucky not to have put the seal on Bedworth’s 
fate eight minutes after half-time. Following a warm 
onslaught on the Bedworth goal, Chapman pushed Jayes in 
the back to prevent him reaching a pass, well in the Bedworth 
penalty area. There is little doubt that it was a penalty, but 
the referee waved play on and in the next instant Cronin 
seized upon the ball and shot it against the Bedworth bar 

from which it rebounded to a defender, who slammed it hard 
up the middle of the pitch. Kirkaldie was on it like a shot and 
away he went down the middle. As defenders closed in on 
him, and as Orgill came out of goal to meet him, the winger 
shot. It went straight at the keeper, who failed to hold the ball 
and J. McKeown, who was on the spot, promptly shot in to 
the empty net.

In the next minute, however, Borough were ahead again, 
Lyman heading through a Cronin corner kick. J. McKeown 
levelled the scores for the second time from a Kirkaldie 
corner. For the third time Borough went ahead when, sent 
away by Campbell, Betts cut in and then put the ball to Jayes, 
who slammed it hard past Richards.

Nearing the end Lyman was pulled up for a foul about 15 
yards inside the Borough half. Kelley lifted the ball into the 
goalmouth, for Smith, unmarked, to shoot into the net.

It was one of the most exciting games seen on the ground. 
It pulsated with thrills. If one can find any real fault with the 
Borough, it was for going on the defensive when they had 
taken the lead for the third time. This certainly materially 
helped the “Greenbacks” to save their unbeaten record. Had 
Borough kept on playing football they might so easily have 
won, for when given the chance the forwards were nearly 
always dangerous. As it was they saw little of the ball in the last 
quarter of an hour and the initiative was passed to Bedworth.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 02-10-1948 
Borough (from): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and Keeble; 
Cronin, Lyman, Jayes, Campbell, Betts and Collins.
Atherstone: Arnold; Woolley and Quinney; Mansell, Hawker and Egan; 
Slack, Hudson, Attwood, Freeman and A. N. Other.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Borough’s only dangerous forwards were Jayes and Cronin, who 
almost had to fend for themselves. On one of the rare occasions 
that the ball was put through resulted in Jayes getting a goal. It 
came after 16 minutes and was the outcome of Borough’s first 
serious raid. Campbell banged the ball between the backs, and 
racing onto it, the centre-forward shot hard past Arnold as the 
goalkeeper advanced to meet him.

The “Adders” goal came 27 minutes after the break when, 
having had his corner kick cleared, Matthews, given the ball 
again, swung it back into the goalmouth for Attwood to head 
into the net.

Nearly all of Borough’s faults can be traced to poor defensive 
play. Scattergood, Carter, Bond and Keeble all had bad games 
with Carter and Keeble having no answer to the wiles of 
Hudson and Slack, who did very much as they pleased. Bond 
and Scattergood also found more than they could manage in 
Freeman and Matthews, making his debut.

It would be superfluous to attempt to describe the misses 
by both sides in a game which simply bristled with missed 
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chances. It seemed Borough were continuing their match 
at Whitwick, and the “Adders” their game at Hinckley – two 
encounters notable for “lost causes.”

If the game against Bedworth was one of the best ever seen 
at Manor Park, this local “derby” against Atherstone must 
rank as one of the worst from Borough’s point of view. It was 
one long story of Borough defensive errors and of missed 
chances by both sides.

The Atherstone defence, in which Woolley, Hawker and 
Mansell were the shining lights was much sounder than 
Borough’s, and their attack was much the better in midfield 
because they received better support from the wing-halves.

Funeral Of Mr J. Poultney
Groundsman at Manor Park for 25 years and caretaker 
of the Queen’s Road School for 291/2 years, Mr Joseph 
Poultney, of 280 Queen’s Road, Nuneaton, died on 
October 2, aged 82 years.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 09-10-1948 

Borough welcomed unbeaten Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup 2nd Round tie.

All three goals scored in this match were good ones, and 
Lyman had a big share in both of Borough’s goals. When 
the home side took the lead after three minutes, the player-
manager nodded back a Cronin centre to the feet of Keeble, 
who cracked it first-time into the net.

Hallard’s goal for Stourbridge was a hard cross drive, which 
probably caught Orgill unsighted, for Selby, and two other 
Stourbridge forwards appeared to be in the line of flight. 
Lyman got the winner for Borough, five minutes from the end, 
when he collected the ball following good work by Cronin and 
then coolly put it into the empty part of the net as Thacker 
advanced to meet him.

The first half of the game belonged to the Borough, as 
Stourbridge took some time to settle down, and the home 
side deserved their half-time lead. Afterwards, however, the 
“Glassboys” played much better together and began to get 
the upper hand – and the Borough defence didn’t like it a bit.

Persistent pressure rattled them and but for some grand 
work by centre-half Selby, who on this showing, has definitely 
made the position his own – well Stourbridge might have 
won. With Scattergood cracking up after a fairly good first-
half and Jim Kelly, after his absence through injury and being 
at right-half, not unnaturally taking a long time to settle 
down, a lot of work was thrust upon Selby and Carter.

But both did their job manfully, and behind them was Orgill, 
who brought the house down with one save from Baker in the 
first half. The shot caught the keeper on the wrong foot and he 
was blinded by the sun, but pushed the ball away in great style 
and finished up by overbalancing and falling into the net.

It was rumoured that Brighton and Hove Albion had a scout 
at the match, watching the Stourbridge centre-forward. If so, 
they would have gone away far more impressed with Selby, 
who had Cope thoroughly subdued all the way through.

The two sides, both unbeaten in the league, provided a 
keenly contested game. The Borough side still has at least 
two obvious weaknesses, although it was a much improved 
performance on the previous week.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 16-10-1948 
Borough (Provisional): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and 
Keeble; Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough made the journey to Queen Street, the home of 
Bilston, for a Birmingham Combination match.

Borough took the lead after only four minutes through Jayes, 
who accepted a smart Cronin pass to dart between the backs 
and shoot hard and low into the net. Twice in the next few 
minutes Borough all but added to their score.

So far the Bilston defence had shown little idea of checking 
the cleverly executed Borough raids and, seeing trouble 
aplenty looming ahead unless something was done about it, 
they decided on the offside game.

Despite the sound of the referee’s whistle, which accompanied 
every offside, and there were plenty of them, Borough 
forwards played well enough and had sufficient number 
of clear-cut scoring chances to have crossed over with a 
comfortable lead instead of by that solitary goal.

It was hard luck when Lyman struck the inside of the upright 
and the ball ran across the goal-line to the other end of the 
goal before a full-back scrambled it away. Also, only a fine 
save by Compton prevented Cronin scoring with a scorcher. 
But, there were other times when misses were down to rank 
bad finishing.

In a breakaway, ten minutes after half-time, Ratcliffe 
equalised, and so poor was the Borough finishing that it 
seemed quite on the cards that Bilston would save the game. 
Then, six minutes from the end, Borough did get a goal. Betts 
started the move by dropping a high lobbing centre right in 
front of the bar. Compton twice punched at the ball without 
getting it away and it eventually dropped on the goal-line 
with Compton, Lyman and Cronin all bundled together. The 
ball bobbed hither and thither and finished up going off 
Cronin’s knee and into the net.

Little satisfaction could be derived from Borough’s 
performance. For the first half-hour the forwards played 
as well as at any time this season. They made some really 
delightful moves, but always they seemed to be struggling 
– struggling against the referee’s whistle and struggling to 
finish off their moves properly.

Unfortunately, Borough’s forwards are not matching their 
midfield skill and approach work with equally good finishing. 
Goals are not coming as they should.
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Adders’ Post For Ray Paul
Ray Paul, the former Borough 
centre-forward, who, as 
announced in the Atherstone 
“Observer” on Tuesday, has been 
appointed player-manager of 
Atherstone Town FC in place of 
Mr Ted Udall, who resigned as 
manager on Monday night.

 Nuneaton Borough v Birmingham City A 23-10-1948 
Borough (from): Orgill, Scattergood, Collins, Bond, Keeble, Kelly, Carter, 
Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell, Betts and Bell.

Borough welcomed Birmingham City A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough opened the scoring after seven minutes when Cronin 
netted from Betts’ centre. After 30 minutes McCoughlin, in 
trying to head the ball away, deflected a shot from Betts past 
his own goalkeeper.

The visitors competed well in the first-half with sudden 
left-wing bursts, led by Hughes, often worrying the Borough 
defence, but the rot set in seven minutes after the break 
when Carter, from near the half-way line, beat City keeper 
Allen with a shot-cum-cross that curled in under the bar. 
It appeared that Carter intended to lift the ball into the 
goalmouth, but after that Lyman and Co., ran rings round 
the Blues’ defence and added to their lead after 59 minutes, 
when Bond converted a penalty following a foul on Cronin.

The home side further extended their lead after 86 minutes, 
when Lyman ran through on his own to place the ball out of 
Allen’s reach. The final goal of the match, making the score 
6-0, was scored a minute from time, when Jayes netted from 
close range.

Blues never looked like matching the skill and ingenuity 
of the home side. Whereas Borough’s attack moved with a 
rhythm they have seldom revealed this season, Birmingham 
were mainly dangerous in breakaways. They played in fits 
and starts. Early on, they looked menacing, but always Orgill 
set up a barrier which they never looked like breaking down.

Lyman gave his best performance of the season. He led 
the line with great skill and crowned a fine display with a 
capital solo effort to score his side’s fifth goal. The seemingly 
irrepressible Cronin simply danced round Shaw, did almost 
as he pleased, and scored a grand opening goal with a 
perfectly placed shot from a cross by Betts.

Joy came in at centre-half, replacing Selby who was getting 
married and though troubled by some attacks down the 
middle, performed quite well, as did Collins, making his first-
team debut at left-back.

 Nuneaton Borough v City Transport 30-10-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Kelly and Collins; Bond, Selby and Carter; Cronin, 
Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Bell.

Borough welcomed City Transport to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough opened the scoring after seven minutes when 
Cronin headed home Lyman’s centre and extended their lead 
on 32 minutes when Lyman headed home a Keeble centre.

Bell scored a debut goal after 33 minutes’ play, when he 
nipped inside to meet Cronin’s centre and plant it well out of 
Rawbone’s reach with a header. The left-winger got a second 
goal a minute before half-time, and it was a copy-book effort, 
easily the best goal of the match and probably the best goal 
seen on Manor Park this season.

When Campbell collected the ball, Bell ran into an open space 
midway between goal and the corner flag. Campbell put the 
ball through to him and the winger, running along near the 
goal-line, tricked three opponents as he bore inside, worked 
his way in front of goal and then coolly planted the ball into 
the net.

Both before and after this 20 minute burst of top-class play, 
Borough shaped indifferently, and there was a good deal of 
loose play and long periods of unrelieved dullness. This was 
particularly so in the second half when Transport enjoyed 
a much greater share of the game than their general work 
deserved. The defence became slipshod and a general 
tendency to join in the fun often left defensive loopholes.

Borough’s fifth goal came after 73 minutes, when Lyman 
scored from Campbell’s pass, before Keeble scored the sixth 
goal with just two minutes to go.

Transport were no better than their lowly position in the 
table would indicate. The best that can be said of them is that 
they are triers. Batchelor was as good a back as there was 
on the field and Rawbone proved a capable replacement for 
Delderfield, who has been transferred to Worcester City.

Keeble, deputising for Jayes, who had a chill, did not have a 
good game; but spectators will not improve things by the use 
of uncomplimentary remarks.

Local Miners And Their Football
Want Shorter Saturday Shift
“It seems a reasonable request,” said Mr F. G. Bowles, MP for 
Nuneaton, at a dinner of Warwickshire mining engineers on 
Friday night, when he told Sir Ben Smith of representations 
made by Warwickshire miners for a shorter Saturday morning 
shift to allow them to attend football matches.

If the 61/2 hours shift could be reduced to 51/2 hours the men 
could get out of the pit by 12.30 and would be able to get to 
football matches – there was a great deal of interest in local 
football – by 3 o’clock.
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Sir Ben replied he supported the idea so far as Warwickshire 
was concerned, supposing they did get more coal by working 
a 51/2 -hour shift. But other divisions of the Coal Board 
which had always worked a full Saturday shift would have 
the right to a similar claim and the net result would be a 
lowering of Saturday coal production. He was expecting a 
report from a joint committee appointed by the Ministry to 
discuss the matter.

Mr Arthur Pratt, Warwickshire miners’ official, contended 
that, in view of the fact that Warwickshire’s claim for a 
shorter Saturday shift was strongly supported by Sir Ben 
and the area general manager and his officials, the National 
Coal Board should refer it back to the divisions and allow the 
divisions to manage their own affairs within the framework of 
national policy. He thought they could still improve output in 
Warwickshire by shortening the shift.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 06-11-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Collins; Bond, Selby and Thompson; 
Campbell, Keeble, Lyman, Bell and Betts.

Borough made the journey to The Moorlands to take on Moor 
Green in a Birmingham Combination match. Thompson, 
a new signing from Stockton of the North Eastern League, 
made his debut at left-half.

Borough got their first goal after four minutes, when Campbell 
fastened on to a Lyman pass, cut inside and coolly lifted the ball 
over Tremelling’s head and into the net. Keeble got the second 
after 14 minutes, when Lyman pulled the ball back to give the 
inside-right a perfect chance, which he readily accepted.

Six minutes after the break, Keeble got Borough’s third with a 
well-placed shot following a delightful move in which Lyman 
and Campbell made all the running. After 20 minutes of the 
second half, following good left-wing play, Garney reduced 
the lead, but 15 minutes from time, a perfect pass from 
Lyman enabled Betts to cut in and crash the ball into the net 
with terrific force.

It was obvious from the start that Betts wasn’t going to fit into 
the scheme of things as inside-left. His failure to appreciate 
the functions of an inside man meant that Bell was virtually 
starved on the wing, and up to half-time the attack was lop-
sided with Lyman and Campbell causing all the trouble to the 
home defence.

It was a pity in a way that Campbell could not have remained 
on the right wing throughout, for he was always a menace 
and continually breaking through. But it was patent that 
something had to be done about the left wing. It came as no 
surprise that a change should be made at half-time, Bell and 
Betts changing places.

Moor Green were never really in the hunt. They lacked 
football ideas, usually banging the ball upfield and hoping 
for the best. The defence was much too easily drawn out 
of position by the wiles of Lyman and the persistency of 

Campbell. Mackenzie was their best defender, with Norman 
Loew their schemer-in-chief in attack. Generally speaking it 
was an easy two points for Borough.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 13-11-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and Keeble; 
Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough opened the scoring after nine minutes through 
Jayes, who scored with a fine shot following a brilliant 
forward move. The second goal, scored by Jimmy Campbell, 
was a real tit-bit. One minute the wee Scotsman was 
defending, the next he was dashing upfield with the ball. 
When about to be tackled, he slipped the ball to Lyman, ran 
into the open space to receive the centre-forward’s perfect 
pass, and off he streaked towards goal. As Saunders came 
out to meet him, Campbell carefully steered the ball into the 
empty net.

Banbury reduced Borough’s lead 22 minutes after half-time, 
when North, with a clear opening, ran right in and shot hard 
for goal. Orgill all but thwarted him again and actually got to 
the shot, but the pace beat him and the ball flew into the net.

Would Banbury, after all, save the game? The answer should 
have come 15 minutes from the end when Lyman, the man 
of the match, broke through and so bewildered a couple 
of Banbury defenders that they collided and fell down, 
leaving the centre-forward with a dream chance, not more 
than a yard from goal, with goalkeeper Saunders looking on 
helplessly. Lyman could either have walked the ball through 
or tapped it into the net. The next instant the ball swooped 
up into the air, struck the angle of the bar and upright – and 
went behind. What a miss!

Finally, the answer did come. Another Borough raid had the 
Banbury defence all at sea once again, and when Lyman, almost 
from on the goal-line, pulled the ball back to Cronin, the latter 
pushed it down the middle to Betts, who had come inside. The 
winger cracked the ball first time. It was a goal all the way and 
the fact that it was deflected further out of Saunders’ reach by a 
defender only added to the keeper’s chagrin.

The match was won, but in the last minute, a curious decision 
was made by the referee, who blew for offside but then 
allowed play to carry on and permitted a header by Leake, 
the Banbury inside-left, which went into the net via Carter, to 
stand as a goal. The referee pointed to the centre circle, but 
as soon as Lyman re-started the game, he blew for full-time.

The final score flattered the home side. They could never 
match the skill of the Borough, who just now are playing like 
potential champions. Had Borough’s wingers been as good 
as the inside men, there must have been a crop of goals, 
for almost every time they went onto the attack, Lyman, 
Campbell and Jayes split the Banbury defence wide open.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 20-11-1948 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and Thompson; 
Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough welcomed Lye Town of the Birmingham League to 
Manor Park for a Birmingham Senior Cup third round tie.

Lyman headed Borough’s opening goal from a Betts’ corner 
kick after 16 minutes and Campbell got the second 14 
minutes after half-time when he lobbed the ball over the 
goalkeeper’s head and into the net. Jones reduced the lead, 
scoring for Lye after 20 minutes, following a scramble after 
Orgill had punched the ball away.

After 28 minutes of the second half Jayes was brought down 
in the area and Bond easily converted from the spot, but 
almost immediately Jones hooked a second goal for Lye 
with a speculative shot which, although delivered from an 
awkward angle, was always leaving Orgill.

The forward line did more than enough to give their side a 
comfortable win, for in addition to the three goals, Lyman 
struck an upright and Jayes the crossbar, both with McLean 
well beaten. There was also an incident when a defender 
lying on the goal-line with the goalkeeper nowhere in sight, 
hung his foot out and deflected Jayes’ shot up in the air and 
over the top. Borough’s goal had one or two lucky escapes, 
but not nearly so many as Lye.

It is difficult to pin-point any glaring weakness in the Borough 
defence, except that this game proved that Thompson was 
either not fully recovered from his illness or is not suited to 
the left-half position, as he was often caught on one leg by big 
kicks down the middle.

So, after a struggle, Borough enter the semi-final of the 
competition, and with Banbury, Redditch and Hednesford 
the other three clubs to get through, Borough’s chances of 
carrying off the trophy seem quite reasonable.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 27-11-1948 
Borough (from): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and 
Thompson; Cronin, Campbell, Lyman, Jayes and Betts

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Seldom has a team been more bewildered than Dudley. 
What with Lyman’s cunning and the speed of the other four 
forwards, who carried out their switches at a pace which 
often left Kelly and Co., gasping for breath – well, Dudley were 
given a run-around they will not forget for many a long day.

The most amazing part of the whole affair, was that Dudley 
went home with only six goals chalked up against them. It 
should have been a dozen at least, for Borough missed quite 
half-a-dozen sitters as well as the six they scored. Jimmy 
Campbell will be wondering how he came to miss twice.

At its best the Borough forward line can be positively 
devastating. And devastating it was in this game. Dudley 

officials vowed they had seen nothing like it in this type of 
football. The tit-bit of the match ended in a flop, but nothing 
has been seen like it since the days of Chris Sambrook and 
Emmin Dunn. Campbell started off with the ball in his own 
half, ran about 20 yards, slipped the ball to Lyman, ran 
into the open space to receive the centre-forward’s perfect 
through-pass, and then just streaked off down the middle.

The Dudley defenders stood still and gasped. It was just 
hopeless trying to catch up with the little Scot. Twenty 
players merely watched Campbell close in on Birch, the 
Dudley keeper. Everybody was getting ready to cheer what 
would have been a truly great goal – but Jimmy, to his 
own utter chagrin, shot straight at the keeper, who had no 
difficulty in clearing. It was the second occasion on which 
he had missed with only the keeper to beat, but he needn’t 
reproach himself as Lyman, Jayes and Betts all missed 
equally easy chances.

The goals were scored as follows: Betts, on three minutes, 
following a Carter free-kick; Lyman after 32 minutes from 
Cronin’s corner; Jayes got the third after 39 minutes following 
Lyman’s pass. Betts scored from Campbell’s pass after 40 
minutes. Campbell scored after 64 minutes from a pass by 
Lyman and on 70 minutes Lyman beat Birch to a back-pass 
intended for the goalkeeper.

There can be no doubt that just now Borough are playing like 
potential champions. Can they keep it up?

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 04-12-1948 
Borough (from): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Selby and 
Thompson; Keeble, Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough made the journey to face bogey side Darlaston in a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough would have beaten this Darlaston side by a 
proverbial street on any other ground but this. It takes some 
getting used to, whereas the home side knows all the dodges 
– and by keeping the game open, Darlaston kept themselves 
in the fight.

Two grand goals by Eric Betts in the 14th and 17th minutes 
boded ill for the home side, and they were dead lucky not to 
be three down inside half-an-hour, for when Cronin moved 
inside, drew the goalkeeper, and then pulled the ball back to 
Jayes, the inside-right crashed it towards the empty net, only 
to see it strike the underside of the bar and come back into 
play again.

Meanwhile, by slamming the ball hard upfield and chasing 
it, Darlaston occasionally caused trouble, but there seemed 
no real danger until the very last minute of the half when 
another big punt into the Nuneaton half saw Tibbitts run in 
and beat Orgill from close range. Even so, there seemed little 
to worry about, and it appeared all over bar the shouting 
when 15 minutes from the end Lyman made it 3-1. But 
Darlaston still showed fight and ten minutes from the end, 
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in the gathering mist, Hamsher, from long range, beat Orgill 
with a shot which the goalkeeper never saw.

Despite there being ten minutes to go and the score at 3-2 
to Borough, the visitors still looked comfortable, but with 
Darlaston’s down the middle dashes there was still a danger 
that they might snatch an equaliser. With a minute to go, 
however, Campbell settled the issue with a fourth goal for 
Borough when Jayes chased after a lost cause, caught the ball 
and pulled it back across goal to Campbell who was rushing 
in at speed. Doubtless remembering his two misses against 
Dudley, Campbell with meticulous care and with all the weight 
of his body over the ball so as not to lift it, sent his shot sizzling 
along the ground and into the empty part of the goal.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 18-12-1948 
Borough (Provisional): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Thompson, 
and Keeble; Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough met Wolves A in an away Birmingham Combination 
fixture played at Manor Park. Wolves put a particularly strong 
side out for this game.

Despite enjoying the lion’s share of possession, Borough 
slipped to defeat after conceding an early goal and gifting a 
second one to the Wolves following a defensive blunder. For 
most of the game Borough were attacking, but there was 
much more venom in the Wolves’ attack. Indeed, the real 
truth is that, man for man, the Wanderers were yards faster 
than their opponents. And that was the foundation of their 
success. Yet the majority of the scoring chances went to the 
home side. For long periods they were swarming round the 
Wolves’ goal – but Sims, their goalkeeper, was seldom in any 
real trouble.

Following the early goal, Borough never looked like staving off 
defeat, not even when they were slamming hard at the Wolves’ 
defence in the dying minutes. In spite of their shortcomings, 
Borough would probably never have lost but for that second 
half defensive mistake which presented Wolves with their 
second goal. When being followed up by Reid, the visitors’ 
centre-forward, Carter moved in towards his own goal and 
then attempted to put the ball back to Orgill. It never reached 
the goalkeeper and Reid nipped in to square the ball to 
Clews, who ran in to  score from a yard out. Campbell scored 
Borough’s only goal 11 minutes from the end.

It was no disgrace to lose to a side of the calibre of the Wolves 
– a team of young, strong and speedy players whose ability 
could not be questioned. Nevertheless, the fact quite clearly 
emerges that Borough had more than enough chances to 
have won, let alone drawn this match.

There was not an outstanding player in the Borough side. 
Still, supporters cannot unduly complain; this was but 
the second time this season they had seen the team lose 
at Manor Park – and all but the half-way stage has been 
reached. Borough’s defence was shaky and the Wolves 
youngsters were yards faster than their opponents.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 25-12-1948 

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The football was very scrappy throughout and it was far from 
championship form by Borough. Hinckley played as well as 
their opponents, apart from when they got close to goal.

Nobody on either side was outstanding with the notable 
exception of Thompson, the Borough pivot. The former 
Stockton player gave by far and away his best display since 
joining the club. He stood out from everybody else and 
completely dominated the middle of the field, his headwork 
being well nigh faultless.

Davidson and Shannon shone for Hinckley, the former for his 
skilful manoeuvring in midfield and the full-back for his clean 
kicking and accurate placing of free-kicks, which invariably 
caused trouble in the Borough goalmouth.

Campbell had an unfortunate match, twice being injured. The 
home forwards again lacked finality, while the defence, apart 
from Thompson was shaky. Both goalkeepers had an easy 
match, marksmanship being poor. Borough scored once in 
each half through Jayes and Grimwood.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1948 

Borough made the journey to Middlefield Lane to take on 
Hinckley Athletic in a Birmingham Combination match.

Five minutes from the end of this Boxing Day match, Borough 
were two goals down and seemingly booked for defeat. Goals 
seemed as far away as the Welsh hills and just about the last 
thing their play hitherto looked likely to produce. Hinckley 
supporters were taunting Borough followers – telling them to 
go home and pull down the blinds.

Just over four minutes from the finish Borough were awarded 
a free-kick just inside the Hinckley half. Thompson took the 
kick. It landed beautifully in the goalmouth, and in the tussle 
that followed Lyman shot hard into the net.

Two minutes later, in another Borough attack, trainer Ben 
Wannacott, playing in the forward line, slipped the ball across 
the goalmouth to Betts, who shot into the far corner of the 
net to level the scores.

In the last minute Borough forced a corner and nearly 
everybody went up into the Hinckley goalmouth for what 
might prove a chance to snatch victory. But Betts put the ball 
behind – and the whistle went for time.

It had been a grand-slam finish to what had been a poor 
display by the visitors. Still, the team were at a disadvantage 
before the start, as Orgill failed to put in an appearance. For 
the first 15 minutes they played with ten men, Keeble being 
in goal. Then Wannacott trooped out to complete the side. It 
was the first time he had played for years. Ben tried his best, 
and did as much to save the game for his side as anybody 
else by providing the pass from which the equaliser came.
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Borough looked anything but a championship side, with 
the attack all at sixes and sevens, largely because of the 
ineffectiveness of the two wingers. Betts redeemed himself 
somewhat by getting that equalising goal; Cronin has lost 
much of his old sparkle.

In defence, too, Borough were anything but sound, with Oakes 
promoted from the Reserves, playing as well as anybody, at 
right back. Thompson was not nearly so effective as in the 
Christmas morning match, and contributed to the Athletic’s 
first goal through failing to make up his mind whether to kick 
out or pass back to his goalkeeper. He did neither, was robbed 
by Morton, who slipped the ball to Limbert, for the latter to 
open Hinckley’s account after 22 minutes.

When the home side got a second goal 20 minutes after half-
time it seemed all up with the Borough. It was a peculiar goal 
inasmuch as a hook shot by Morton struck the bar, dropped 
down, struck Keeble in the face and rolled over the line.

Jim Kelly Staying For Now
Jim Kelly has notified Borough FC directors that he will 
not, as earlier announced, be leaving for Blackpool, and 
he will now be available for the remainder of the season.

Until he was injured at Whitwick in the FA Cup match, 
Kelly was the regular first-team centre-half. His injury 
having now mended, he is regaining his old confidence 
– and form – with the Reserves, and may soon be 
challenging for a place in the senior side. Last season it 
was generally conceded that Kelly was one of the best 
pivots in the Birmingham Combination.

City Transport Game Abandoned
The game at King’s Heath against City Transport was 
abandoned after 26 minutes of truly arctic weather. 
The players of both sides had reached a state of near 
exhaustion and could not possibly have carried on much 
longer. They were practically paralysed by the cold and 
could scarcely move a limb.

At the time of the abandonment, Borough were leading 
1-0 through a Lyman goal – and might easily have been 
three goals ahead.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 08-01-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Oakes and Carter; Moore, Thompson and Bond; Cronin, 
Jayes, Lyman, Keeble and Betts.
Wolves A: Sims; McLean and Gibbons; Buchanan, Batchelor and Foster; 
Rogers, Clark, Swinbourne, Rowley and Ford.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

It was a bad day for the Wolves’ defenders. Not because they 
played badly, but because they simply hadn’t any counter 

to the fast-moving, intelligently planned moves of the home 
raiders. Bond started the Wolves’ slide after 11 minutes when 
he slammed home a penalty kick after Cronin had been 
brought down in the area. Borough might have had a second 
penalty later on when Jayes burst clean through and was 
brought down from behind, with the goal at his mercy.

The second goal came after 21 minutes when centre-half 
Batchelor faltered and Betts snapped up a chance to run in 
and steer a shot wide of Sims. Goal number three came after 
25 minutes – and it was a beauty. A well-placed corner kick 
by Betts was met by Keeble’s head and flashed across goal to 
Jayes, who running in at top speed, left Sims standing with a 
perfect header which entered the net like a rocket.

Betts got the fourth goal, six minutes from the end when 
Borough were awarded a free-kick and Bond lobbed the ball 
goalwards – nobody offered to go after it, except for Betts, 
who chased it and while Wolves waited for the offside whistle 
to blow, the outside left ran in to shoot past Sims.

Borough performed very well in attack, with Jayes and Cronin 
giving their best displays for weeks. The defence performed 
admirably, despite containing two so-called reserves in Oakes 
and Moore. Oakes is likely to prove one of the finds of the 
season on this form. Moore gave a promising display at right-
half and should be persevered with.

There just wasn’t a weak link in defence, and so well did every 
player shape that it would almost be unfair to single one out. Yet 
special mention must be made of Thompson. He was little short 
of magnificent. Centre-forward Swinburne just didn’t have a 
chance. In the air Borough’s pivot was dominant.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 15-01-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Oakes and Carter; Moore, Thompson and Bond; Cronin, 
Jayes, Plant, Keeble and Lyman.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Ken Plant, given a deserved chance after a long period out 
following a shoulder injury, took over at centre-forward with 
Colin Lyman going to outside left. This arrangement lasted 
just five minutes, for in the first attack Plant again damaged 
the shoulder which was injured previously. He had to go off 
and have the shoulder strapped up and returned as outside-
left, a passenger for the rest of the game.

Cope scored a goal early in the match, when Thompson failed 
to clear properly and headed the ball straight to his feet, from 
where Cope gave Stourbridge a 1-0 lead. Lyman equalised 
after 39 minutes when Lyman slipped between the full-backs 
and steered the ball into the net from an acute angle, to 
make the score 1-1. Borough without a left-winger, would 
have scored three or four goals with a bit more luck as the 
Stourbridge goal had some truly amazing escapes.

As so often happens when one side does everything but 
score, the other side breaks away and scores – and what a 
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goal! Stourbridge raced to the other end only to see the ball 
go behind. Orgill took the goal-kick and sent the ball directly 
to outside-left Hallard, standing on the touchline some 50 
yards out. Hallard immediately returned the ball towards the 
Borough goal. It was such a simple thing this shot/centre or 
whatever it was supposed to be, that none of the Stourbridge 
forwards or Borough defenders offered to do anything about 
it. They merely left it to Orgill, who had a perfectly clear view 
and was in no way obstructed.

To everyone’s amazement Orgill completely mistimed his 
clearance and the ball sailed over his head and entered the 
net via the underside of the bar and post, to give Stourbridge 
a thoroughly unwarranted 2-1 lead.

With only a couple of minutes to go Stourbridge got their 
third goal – easily the best of the match. Ball, from quite 30 
yards out netted with a brilliant drive. It was ironic that while 
this was the only Stourbridge shot which deserved a goal – 
their first was a mediocre effort, which Orgill seemed to make 
little or no attempt to save – quite half a dozen Borough shots 
had goal written all over them.

A final thought is that it is just about time Borough’s luck 
changed in the matter of injured players. Seldom does a game 
pass without somebody is added to the growing injury list.r

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 22-01-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Oakes and Scattergood; Bond, Thompson and Carter; 
Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Keeble and Betts.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup semi-final tie.

It was a cut and thrust first-half, during which neither team 
could claim any advantage, first one side looked like getting 
on top and then the other. The ball travelled from one end 
to the other with remarkable rapidity. Both goalkeepers had 
anxious moments.

Ten minutes after half-time Lyman slipped a pass to Jayes, 
who ran on a few yards and then shot into the net out of 
Tighe’s reach. That goal was the beginning of the end for the 
visitors – their death-knell. Jayes goal seemed to sap all their 
confidence and the Hednesford defence lost all composure.

Ten minutes later, from another Lyman pass, Cronin rounded 
Whitehouse and netted cleverly for Borough’s second goal. 
Like hounds in full cry, Borough forwards went in for the kill. 
Two minutes after the second goal, Betts got a third – and 
a lucky one, too. After being half-stopped well out, the left 
winger lifted the ball towards goal. It dropped awkwardly. 
Tighe got his hands to the ball, but allowed it to escape his 
grasp and go into the net.

In the next minute, Cronin again netted, but the goal was 
disallowed for offside. Thus, in the brief space of 15 minutes, 
Hednesford found themselves hopelessly in arrears.

Although down, they were not out, and the visitors started to 
show signs of fight again, but though they made quite a few 

classical moves, it led them nowhere. Nearing the end they 
gave up the ghost and twice Borough all but added to their 
lead, Jayes missing one easy chance.

So it was goodbye to the Senior Cup for Hednesford, but if 
ever a side deserved a pat on the back, they did. Their pluck, 
tenacity and, above all their ability, made them a much 
better side than most people had believed.

Thompson is fast becoming the sure foundation of the 
Borough defence. He now seems thoroughly to have settled 
down, and opposing centre-forwards are having a very lean 
time of it. Cronin saved his best until the second-half, when 
he left Whitehouse standing, and Betts led many dangerous 
assaults on the Hednesford goal.

Altogether it was a fine game – a game to be remembered 
– with quite a few of the bouquets going to the losers. They 
fought a good fight and by their whole-hearted efforts and 
refusal unwillingly to bend the knee, materially helped to 
keep the interest of 6,000 spectators alive almost from first 
kick to last. A bad quarter of an hour in the second half 
brought about their defeat.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 29-01-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Oakes and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Cronin, 
Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town for a Birmingham 
Combination game. A thick fog enveloped the ground and the 
kick-off was delayed for 15 minutes.

Dudley, by and large, did more pressing than did the visitors, 
and but for the fact that their finishing was so futile, the 
result might easily have gone against the Borough. And yet, 
on reflection, the visitors ought certainly to have scored 
two more goals. After 20 minutes’ play, a perfect through-
pass, one of the very few of the game, enabled Lyman to 
cut through on his own while the home defenders stood 
still, quite wrongly appealing for offside. The centre forward 
carried on, but with only the advancing Birch to beat, Lyman 
shot yards wide with his left foot.

The other opening, shortly afterwards, was muffed by Betts. 
He had a clear chance of shooting, but preferred to dribble 
on. When dispossessed near goal he lost his head and was 
admonished by the referee who seemed almost as hot 
and bothered as Betts, judging by the manner he handled 
the outside-left. Borough’s only other two moves of note 
came mid-way through the second-half – and the second 
one brought the winning goal. After moving over to the left 
wing, Lyman centred perfectly for Birch neatly to save Jayes’ 
header. The next minute Borough were through again, and 
when Lyman put the ball at Betts’ feet, the winger cracked 
in an unstoppable shot which non-plussed Birch; even more 
so when it struck a defender and crashed into the net further 
away than ever from the goalkeeper.

In fact, this was the only shot of the whole game which 
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deserved, or even looked like bringing a goal. This apart, 
neither goalkeeper was troubled.

On paper, Borough probably put out their strongest team of 
the season, with Jimmy Campbell and Jim Kelly back in the 
side, yet the team played badly. The one player in the side 
who enhanced his reputation was Oakes, who is improving 
every game.

In attack, Lyman spent a good deal of time moving into 
empty spaces waiting for passes and centres which never 
came. Dudley are no better than their lowly position in the 
league would suggest. There was no method about their play, 
which was completely devoid of ideas. Even so, they were no 
better and no worse than Borough.

 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 05-02-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Oakes and Carter; Bond, Kelly and Keeble; Cronin, 
Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough met West Brom A in an away Birmingham 
Combination fixture played at Manor Park.

Betts and Orgill were responsible for blunders in this game, 
which can be ill afforded. In the case of Orgill, 12 minutes 
after Lyman had give his side the lead with a brilliant goal on 
18 minutes, Bridgett, Albion’s outside-left essayed a dribble 
from near the half-way line. He beat one defender and then 
closed in but was still well out when tackled again. Bridgett 
temporarily lost control, but reaching out almost full-stretch 
managed to lift the ball towards goal. The ball sailed straight 
for goal, and misjudging its flight completely, Orgill allowed it 
to pass by him and find the net. It was an extraordinary lapse 
on the goalkeeper’s part.

Betts error was probably a greater tragedy. He had a great 
opportunity of wiping out previous Borough shortcomings 
by giving his side the the full points. Three Borough forwards 
broke clear with only one full-back and goalkeeper Sharpe to 
beat. Lyman had the ball and the full-back did the only thing 
possible – that was to go in for a tackle. As he neared Lyman, 
the centre-forward lifted the ball across to Betts well inside the 
penalty area.

Completely unmarked and with all the time in the world to 
control the ball and go forward to make absolutely certain 
of giving Borough victory, Betts took a wild swipe at the ball, 
which skidded off his boot and went yards outside.

While Borough had a far greater share of the attacking than 
the Albion, especially in the second half, the visiting forwards 
always looked the more dangerous on the move, largely 
because of their speed. Yet, like their opposite numbers they 
were often remiss in their finishing which is proved by the fact 
that the only goal they did get was a presentation.

Borough lack Bedworth’s consistency and play like 
champions one match and the next the very opposite. The 
return of Thompson will undoubtedly help settle the defence, 
but some new blood is needed in attack. Betts form is 

unfathomable. A start may be the introduction of McLoughlin, 
who could scarcely be more erratic.

Birmingham Senior Cup Final At Atherstone
No protest has been made by Banbury Spencer against the 
selection of Atherstone Town ground for the Birmingham 
Senior Cup final clash with Nuneaton Borough.

Mr E. A. Eden, secretary of the Birmingham County 
FA, explained that Jim Cringan, manager of Banbury 
Spencer, raised no objection when the Atherstone venue 
was first suggested. Subsequently, however, a letter 
was received from Mr Cringan mentioning that some 
of the Banbury supporters considered Atherstone an 
impossible journey.

The FA replied that as Mr Cringan, on behalf of the 
Banbury club, had previously agreed on Atherstone, it 
saw no point in altering the venue. Yesterday, a further 
letter was received from Mr Cringan stating that he 
understood the position and had simply conveyed the 
views of some of their supporters.

Mr Eden commented that there did not appear to be any 
room for argument as the Atherstone ground was the 
most suitable place and a shorter distance from Banbury 
than many of the journeys the Banbury club had to make.

Bedworth Town’s ground had been considered, he 
added, but ruled out because of the absence of stand 
accommodation, which was necessary for a Senior Cup 
final. The alternative to Atherstone would have been 
Dudley, which would have involved a much longer journey.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 12-02-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Cronin, Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

For the first 45 minutes Borough hammered away at the 
Banbury goal almost incessantly, but try as they would they 
just couldn’t score. One or two easy chances were missed, 
but generally speaking the home forwards seemed quite 
incapable of creating the openings which lead up to goals.

Once the Banbury penalty area was reached everything 
seemed to go awry, and aided and abetted by the faults of 
their opponents, the Spencer defence somehow managed to 
keep its goal intact.

Four minutes after half-time Thompson delayed his clearance 
a shade too long and drove the ball against outside-right 
Wilson. The winger secured possession and raced away 
unchallenged, and then cut inside to beat Orgill with a grand 
cross-shot. In actual fact this was Banbury’s first really 
dangerous attack, yet it provided the first success of the 
game and gave the visitors a 1-0 lead.
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This goal awakened Borough from dreamland and, 11 
minutes later they got an equaliser through Jayes, who 
hooked the ball into the net well out of Taylor’s reach – 
something which, up to then, seemed the last thing to expect, 
for a minute earlier, Jayes had missed a sitter.

The next minute Jayes should have put his side ahead for 
emulating Thompson’s earlier performance, Barnes drove a 
clearance straight at the inside-right who seized on the ball 
and closed in with nobody but the goalkeeper to beat. A goal 
seemed certain, but Jayes’ half-hit shot rolled harmlessly 
wide of the far upright.

Still, Borough were now actually making openings – finding 
a way through – and after 71 minutes play, Lyman collected 
a Bond pass in the inside-left position and, pivoting smartly, 
drove the ball home just inside the post to give his side the lead. 
Six minutes later Borough clinched matters when a Bond drive 
hit the bar and McLoughlin headed home from the rebound.

Yes, all’s well that ends well – but it took Borough a mighty 
long time to hit the winning trail. Yet, once on the right 
track they kept straight ahead. Except for a brief period 
immediately after they had gone ahead, and later after they 
were 3-1 down, Banbury were seldom in the hunt.

Why 4d. For A Cup Of Tea At Manor Park?
“Can you tell me why it is necessary to charge people 
at Manor Park 4d. for a cup of tea?”, Coun. A. W. Sherriff 
asked at Nuneaton Borough Council meeting on 
Wednesday.

He declared it “rather ridiculous and wrong altogether” 
and thought a cup of tea should be sold for less than 4d. 
at a football match.

The Mayor, Ald. G. Comley, ruled Coun. Sherriff out 
of order as they were discussing a different matter 
altogether – the Civic Restaurant.

Coun. Sherriff raised his question when noting that the 
tariff for a cup of tea at the Civic Restaurant had been 
increased from 1d. to 2d. per cup...

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 19-02-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Cronin, Keeble, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough welcomed lowly-placed Moor Green to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham Combination game.

The first-half was almost a non-stop onslaught on the Moor 
Green goal, but the home forwards just couldn’t score. 
In fact, the game all through was one long series of lost 
opportunities. Until Betts actually did score, and again 
afterwards, goals seemed less and less likely. Even when 
Lyman was brought down in the area, Bond shot straight at 
Tremelling from the spot.

Strangely, the two men who had more to do with Borough’s 

shocking finishing than anyone else, due to their inability 
to get the ball into the middle – Betts and Cronin – had the 
major share of the credit for the goal that gave Borough the 
points.

Following a determined dash for goal by Campbell, whom 
the goalkeeper checked by dashing out, the ball went loose 
towards the right wing, Cronin seized upon it and centred so 
accurately that Betts merely had to nod the ball through.

That incident apart, both wingers had a poor match. Cronin 
being little better than the outside left. Lyman was but a 
shadow of his usual self. Usually he was well held by Redford, 
the Moor Green pivot; but even when he did shake of the 
centre-half’s attentions, he just couldn’t shoot straight, and 
failed to profit by at least three good scoring chances.

Both Campbell and Keeble, who deputised for Jayes at inside 
right, played very well in the first-half. Keeble, however, failed 
to stay the course, and in the second-half became ineffective 
and lagged too far behind the other forwards.

After the change of ends, the Borough defence lost its grip 
on the Moor Green forwards and it was fortunate indeed for 
Borough during this scrambling second-half period, that 
Thompson, although far from well, and Orgill, should have 
remained cool and collected when their colleagues appeared 
– and indeed were – all hot and bothered. Orgill didn’t have 
more than half-a-dozen shots to save all through, yet three 
of them might have brought goals but for his good work in 
diving across goal and pushing shots round the post.

Even so, just before Borough scored, and again in the dying 
minutes, the visitors should have netted. What Garvey was 
doing when, with the goal at his mercy, he got down almost 
on his knees to try to head a ball not two feet from the 
ground, well, only he knows. There was another escape for 
Borough when Love headed against a post. Yet, immediately 
afterwards, Lyman missed an easy chance at the other end.

Leicestershire Senior Cup Semi-Final
The big local football attraction tomorrow is the 
Leicestershire Senior Cup semi-final at Manor Park, in 
which Borough’s Senior League side are opposed by 
Measham Imperial, leaders of the other section of the 
Senior League, who have not been beaten in 26 games.

Measham will be accompanied by 600 supporters who 
are coming by special train, so there is likely to be a 
good-sized crowd at Manor Park.

 City Transport v Nuneaton Borough 26-02-1949 
Borough (from): Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and 
Bond; Cronin, Campbell, Plant, Lyman, Jayes and Betts.

Borough travelled to King’s Heath to take on City Transport in 
a Birmingham Combination game.

Betts opened Borough’s account with a clever header from 
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Campbell’s perfect centre. Immediately after the goal, the 
winger again put over another centre right on to Jayes’ 
head. But with the goal at his mercy, the inside-left headed 
yards wide. Borough extended their lead when Betts drove 
a free-kick hard and low, but his shot was going wide and 
was deflected by Transport centre-half Parker, in an attempt 
to prevent the ball reaching Campbell, and it shot past the 
home goalkeeper and into the net.

Transport fought back and cut Borough’s 2-0 lead with a well-
taken goal from centre-forward Bottomley from Hyett’s centre. 
The equaliser was from the penalty spot after Thompson had 
fouled Hunt. Parker scored from the penalty spot.

After having their two goals’ lead wiped out in the last five 
minutes of the first-half, and with the teams now on level 
terms, Borough continued to play as though they were 
leading by a wide margin. It went on like that from half-time 
until Betts got the winning goal from yet another Campbell 
pass a quarter of an hour from the finish.

It is indeed a sad commentary on the general ineffectiveness 
of the Borough attack that they could only score three goals 
against a defence which, prior to this game had conceded no 
fewer than 107 goals in 26 games – slightly over four goals in 
every game in which they have played.

Ken Plant cannot be blamed unduly. His chief assets are his 
speed and shooting ability. He had little chance to exploit 
either because he just didn’t have the right passes.

Transport kept themselves in the game by their “hit and 
run” tactics – tactics which should have give little trouble 
to any well-organised defence. Yet they troubled Borough’s, 
especially Scattergood and Carter. Transport only got away 
occasionally yet they looked as much likely to get goals as the 
visitors did, because of poor covering.

Services To Football Recognised
Mr F. J. Perry, of 56, Oaston Road, Nuneaton, was honoured 
by Birmingham County Football Association at the Crown 
Hotel, Birmingham, last night, when he was presented 
with the FA Long Service Medal for 21 years service.

The presentation, made by Mr F. H. Ward (president), is 
five years overdue owing to the shortage of materials for 
the making of the medals.

Mr Perry has been a member of the Birmingham County 
FA since 1923, and was secretary of the old Nuneaton 
Town FC for many years. Later he was secretary of 
Nuneaton Borough FC, but had to resign through ill-
health. He then became vice-chairman of the club – a 
position he has held ever since.

A pioneer in the formation of Nuneaton Combination 
Football League, Mr Perry has been secretary since the 
league was started in 1920.

Reserves Exit Leicestershire Senior Cup
The Reserves could not complain about their exit from the 
Leicestershire Senior Cup in the semi-final at Manor Park, 
for there is no disputing the merits of their opponents’ 
victory.

Measham were the faster and more cohesive side, but 
had the Reserves displayed anything like the form of 
which they are capable, a keener game might have been 
witnessed. The visitors ran out 4-2 winners, spurred on 
by 1,000 of their supporters. Knight and F. Lyman scored 
for Borough Reserves.

 Birmingham City A v Nuneaton Borough 05-03-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Kelly and Carter; Bond, Thompson and Mansell; Cronin, 
Jayes, Lyman, Campbell and Betts.

Borough’s game at Manor Park was a Birmingham Combination 
home game for Birmingham City A. The Blues fielded a 
stronger side than usual, due to the fact that their London 
Combination side didn’t have a game.

The only goal of the game came ten minutes from the end, 
when a through-pass gave centre-forward Slater an excellent 
scoring chance. Slater, however, failed to control the ball 
properly and moved away from goal before delivering a shot 
from fairly long range, which Orgill had well covered and would 
doubtless have saved with ease. But in its flight the ball struck 
Carter about six or seven yards from goal and entered the net 
at the opposite end to where the goalkeeper was standing.

This defeat was the culmination of a whole series of poor 
displays by the forward line. It is no exaggeration to say that 
in this game Lloyd, the Birmingham goalkeeper didn’t have 
one good shot to save. The nearest to a goal being when Betts 
struck the ball into the side netting.

Both goals had escapes, but no easier chance came to either 
side than when Campbell broke through on the left and 
squared the ball right across the goalmouth to Cronin, who 
was standing unmarked. A first-time shot, unless hopelessly 
directed, must have brought a goal. Cronin, however, 
preferred to trap the ball, wait to be tackled, when there was 
no need to, and then tried to dribble round a defender. He 
lost the ball and a grand scoring chance.

Stafford Ground To Be Closed
Stafford Rangers have been fined £25, and the ground 
closed for seven days from March 21 following incidents 
alleged to have occurred after the home game with 
Bedworth Town on February 19.

This is the decision of an FA Commission which sat 
at Crewe to inquire into a complaint by the referee in 
charge of the game.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 12-03-1949 

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

It wasn’t bad finishing this time that caused Borough to 
fight all along the line for success. True, some chances were 
missed, but that the forwards didn’t get half a dozen goals 
was largely attributable to a fine display of goalkeeping by 
Compson. Time and time again he came to the rescue of his 
side with truly grand saves. For some weeks now opposing 
goalkeepers have been having an easy time of it.

Borough’s finishing was not perfect by any means on this 
occasion, but it was a big improvement. Oddly enough it was 
Reserve team inside-right Frank Grimwood, who did the most 
damage in this respect. He got two of the three goals and 
with the slightest bit of luck might easily have bagged four.

Keeble opened the scoring for Borough, slamming home a 
real scorcher in the third minute. Two minutes later, Bilston 
were on level terms, with Babb putting through from close 
range after Orgill had pushed away a centre by Cooper. 
Grimwood’s two goals came in the first ten minutes of the 
second half. The first was a well-directed shot through a 
crowd of players; the second when he crossed in front of goal 
and then screwed the ball back just inside the far post.

Grimwood may lack guile, yet nobody can deny that he is 
a forager and potential goalscorer. That is what the team 
has been lacking since before Christmas, with the notable 
exception of Betts, who had his best game of the season, 
even though he didn’t score.

It was because of Betts’ enterprise on the left-wing and 
Campbell’s ability, without fuss, to get the ball into the 
middle from the opposite wing, that brought about the 
improvement in the attack. Between them they put on a 
“help yourself” service; which gave the inside men far more 
scope than has been the case just lately.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 19-03-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Campbell, Jayes, Lyman, Keeble and Betts.
Banbury: W. Saunders; Screen and Barnes; Hackett, Woodward and 
Zambra; Wilson, McPhee, Treagust, North and D. Saunders.

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to take on 
Banbury Spencer in the final of the Birmingham Senior Cup.

Ninety per cent of the thrills, in a game which never reached 
great heights as a football spectacle, because of the razor-
keen nature of the exchanges, were confined to the last 17 
minutes when all the goals were scored.

The first of the three came 28 minutes after half-time when 
centre-forward Lyman, dashing out to the right wing, twice 
rounded left full-back Barnes, and then swung across a 
perfect centre. Up went goalkeeper Saunders, two other 
defenders – and Eric Betts. Betts reached higher than them 

all, and judging his timing to a split second, headed through 
well out of the goalkeeper’s reach.

Seven minutes later came the thrill of the match. Banbury 
forced a corner and following Lyman into the Nuneaton 
half, Woodward left only full-backs Screen and Barnes, and 
goalkeeper Saunders in the Banbury half of the field.

The corner kick came across and after a brief tussle in the 
Borough goalmouth, the ball was banged upfield, and was 
collected by Betts near the half-way line. Off went Betts like 
a streak of lightning. Full-back Screen was left standing and 
Betts raced on towards goal.

Realising the danger, Barnes dashed across towards Betts and 
Saunders advanced out of his goal; but before Barnes could 
make his tackle and while Saunders was still moving forward, 
the outside left, from about five yards outside the area, crashed 
in a shot which few people saw until it was nestling in the back 
of the Banbury net. It is doubtful that Saunders realised that 
Betts was about to shoot until it was too late to do anything 
about it. In any event he wouldn’t have stood a dog’s chance 
with such a shot. Nor would any goalkeeper. So, with just ten 
minutes to go, Betts had given Borough a two goals lead, and it 
now seemed all over bar the shouting.

But, two minutes later Bond was pulled up for a foul well 
out on the Banbury left wing. Zambra lifted the free-kick 
right into the goalmouth and following a brief scramble 
D. Saunders shot into the net to make the score 2-1, which 
was the score at the end of 90 minutes.

The outstanding performers were the respective centre-halves, 
Thompson and Woodward. Neither gave the centre-forwards, 
Treagust and Lyman, any chance at all. Both were blotted out.

Colin Lyman, Borough’s player-manager, receives the Birmingam Senior 
Cup from Mr John Briggs, after his side’s 2-1 win over Banbury Spencer. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer
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 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 26-03-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Campbell, Jayes, Keeble, Mansell and Betts.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough took the lead after 35 minutes, when Betts scored 
after receiving a pass from Jayes. A minute before half-time 
Keeble, with only Adams to beat, missed the chance of 
adding to Borough’s lead, and then, in the first minute of the 
second half, Campbell hit the post with Adams well beaten.

Rovers were then awarded a free-kick, some 40 yards out 
and the ball went straight to Orgill, high up near the bar. He 
should easily have caught the ball or at a pinch, pushed it 
over the bar. In actual fact what he did was to weakly put the 
ball down to the feet of the onrushing Rovers’ forwards for 
Brain to net a “presentation” equaliser.

Two minutes later Carter just failed to reach a high punt up 
the right wing. Larvin collected the pass and cut in but was 
at such an acute angle that had Orgill positioned himself 
properly Larvin simply could not have scored with his slow 
screw shot. But score he did, the ball crossing in front of the 
goalkeeper, and rolling into the far corner of the net.

Up to that point Borough, without greatly impressing as an 
attacking force, had done reasonably well and looked quite 
capable of winning, for the defence was shaping up quite 
confidently to Oldnall and his forward colleagues.

But after those two goals the defence cracked up, Bond 
apart, and the rot set in. The result was that Rovers went on 
to win at a canter, adding two more goals through an Oldnall 
penalty, awarded for a foul by Scattergood on Brain; and 
Larvin, who from an unmarked position, netted easily from 
close range. Into the bargain Oldnall hit a post.

Mansell was not by any means the only forward to miss a 
chance, but his failure to score with a yawning net in front of 
him soon after Bromsgrove had gone ahead 2-1, was perhaps 
the worst of the whole bunch. Indeed all three inside men 
looked anything but potential goalscorers.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 02-04-1949 

Borough travelled to near neighbours Bedworth Town for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough quickly built up a three goal lead with goals from 
Betts (2) and Campbell, but the match was changed by 
a refereeing decision which let the home side back into 
the game. The Bedworth centre-forward, Smith, and two 
Borough defenders all went for a high ball. The whistle 
sounded and the referee awarded a penalty to Bedworth. 
O’Brien shot hard into the net from the spot.

The penalty goal put Bedworth in the game for the first-time 
and 13 minutes later, Spacey, after seeing his first effort strike 
the Nuneaton bar from a Harris cross, met the rebound with 

his head to make the score 3-2. An so the battle was on, well 
and truly. Yet with everything to gain and very little to lose, 
at that point at any rate, Smith and Co. just couldn’t break 
the resistance of the Borough defence – a defence which gave 
Attwood and his colleagues an object lesson in the way to 
cover a goal.

So the potential champions had crashed. Indeed, they 
were greatly flattered by the final score. For Borough were 
much more their masters than the margin of one goal which 
separated the two teams at the close would suggest.

In no department did the “Greenbacks” excel Borough; in fact 
the plain truth is that Borough had more than just a little bit 
to spare almost everywhere. Bedworth had no Thompson, 
no Nick Carter, or else there would not have been so many 
gaping holes in their defence. There were times when the 
Borough forwards went through as if there was no-one 
between themselves and the goalkeeper.

Reserve team player Hackland, made a highly successful 
debut at inside-left. Here is a player who can hold and use 
the ball and takes a great deal of halting. Jayes proved once 
again that he is a very different proposition in the middle to 
what he is at inside-forward.

Jayes not only scored two goals, but generally kept the top-side 
of Attwood. Betts and Campbell were never checked, while 
Grimwood proved he certainly wasn’t out of his class. This 
attack, then, proved that the Bedworth defence isn’t all what 
it’s made out to be. Far from it. Borough were much the better 
served in this respect, with Thompson the complete master of 
Smith, and once again the game’s outstanding player.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 04-04-1949 

Borough travelled to The Lamb to take on Tamworth in a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Those who were expecting a repetition of the scintillating 
forward line display which won the match at Bedworth 
must have been sadly disappointed, for the Borough attack, 
although unchanged, was but a shadow of the one seen 
at The Oval, and lapsed sorrowfully into one of its all-too-
frequent goal-shy moods.

It is true that the wind and rain that swept the pitch made 
accurate shooting a difficult proposition, but with the 
openings which were created and despite the quick tackling 
of the home defenders, something better could have been 
achieved by Borough in the first-half when conditions were in 
their favour.

As it was, the Borough failed to press home their advantage 
after winning the toss, and too often the forwards, especially 
Jayes, were guilty of offside infringements when careful 
positioning might have resulted in goals. Tamworth were the 
more aggressive side even against the wind, and time after 
time had the usually sound Borough defence in real trouble 
with their fast moving raids.
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It was in one of these that Carter brought down Craven in the 
penalty area, after the latter had beaten three defenders and 
was on the point of shooting. The referee had no hesitation in 
awarding a penalty, which, fortunately for the Borough, was 
well saved by Orgill.

Shortly after, Borough were also awarded a penalty from 
which they scored their goal – and a goal was richly deserved 
in this case for a Tamworth defender handled the ball as it 
was going into the net with his goalkeeper beaten. Campbell, 
who was the Borough’s most persistent forward made the 
running by outpacing all opposition down the right wing 
before sending over a perfect centre. Betts, leaping high into 
the air, headed goalwards only to be thwarted in his effort 
by Pegg, the Tamworth right-back, who knocked the ball out 
with his hand as it was crossing the line. It was fitting that 
Betts, whose goal it would have been was entrusted with the 
kick and he made no mistake with a hard left-footed drive.

Tamworth came back fighting, however, and netted the 
equaliser when Thompson was decived by an awkward 
bouncing ball, and W. Lewis ran through to beat Orgill easily 
with a shot into the corner of the net.

Playing against the wind in the second half Borough’s defence 
was sorely tried, but with grim determination and a certain 
amount of luck, they were able to keep their goal intact.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 07-04-1949 

Borough travelled to the Cross Keys to face Hednesford Town 
in a Thursday evening Birmingham Combination match.

Borough slipped to an odd goal in three defeat, with Betts 
grabbing the Borough goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 09-04-1949 

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Set to face a strong wind by Hednesford, Borough not only 
had slightly the better of the first-half exchanges, but actually 
took the lead five minutes before half-time through Betts.

It was therefore reasonable to expect that they would 
build up their lead with the wind at their back. But this 
was not to be. Their four games in a week began to tell its 
tale as the second half progressed, and though they had 
an overwhelming share of the play, the jaded forwards 
were just not slick enough in their finishing to create much 
impression on a rock-like defence in which centre-half Dew 
and goalkeeper Tighe starred.

The former was in grand form and broke up attack after attack. 
He completely barred the way to goal down the middle. 
Towards the end, the Borough defence, which had performed 
so manfully in the other three games, also began to show signs 
of wear and tear, and the Hednesford forwards gave more 
trouble in the dying minutes than they had done all through.

Nuneaton’s closest shave came practically in the last minute. 

Twice Orgill beat out shots by Pulfrey and then the ball ran 
across goal and was kicked away by Carter.

Pulfrey had been presented with a perfect chance of saving 
the game for his side, but his marksmanship was sadly at 
fault in this tense moment.

With the way down the middle so effectively covered by Dew, 
Borough would have achieved better results had they kept 
play on the wings, but many of the passes intended for Betts 
and Campbell were much too square instead of being well 
ahead of them. The result was that they were continually 
having to double back to collect the ball, thus losing valuable 
time and giving the defenders a chance to cover up.

The only goal of the game was one of the very few really bright 
spots. Jayes moved over to the left and then swung over a 
perfect ball. Meanwhile, Betts had cut inside, and, dashing in 
headed the ball well out of Tighe’s reach. Borough had enough 
of the game to have won by a comfortable margin, but thanks 
to Dew and to the indecision in front of the net by the home 
forwards they could only manage the one goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 11-04-1949 
Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

A strong wind could have ruined this game had the players 
allowed it to, but both sides strove to master it, with the 
result that the football was infinitely better than it might 
have been. Both against the wind and with it at their backs, 
Borough were by far the more polished, workmanlike 
and persistent side, and only a plucky defence, in which 
goalkeeper Hatfield played confidently, kept the score down 
to reasonable dimensions.

Only occasionally did the Albion get the better of a sound 
Borough defence, but even when they did find a way through 
to goal, the visiting forwards finished either feebly or 
recklessly. Compared with Hatfield, Orgill had an easy time. 
Gordon, the outside-right, was Albion’s most promising raider, 
with skipper Evans, their schemer-in-chief, at inside-left.

Insley worked hard at centre-half and together with 
G. Williams did much to prevent a goal-rush. Borough were 
always well on top. Their defence – Carter, Thompson and 
Kelly – were always to the forefront, and was generally too 
compact for Whitehouse and Co., while the forwards often 
managed to find a way through the Albion defence and 
always looked the more likely goal-getters.

Hackland and Lyman carved out many openings. Borough 
opened their account after ten minutes, when Lyman’s pass 
found Betts, who worked his way inside and then centred 
for Jayes to shoot hard into the net. Six minutes after half-
time Lyman headed a second goal from Cronin’s corner kick; 
while at 32 minutes, after Hackland had hit the bar, Jayes 
put through from the rebound to complete the scoring. The 
Albion goal had further escapes when Betts hit a post and 
Bond the crossbar.
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 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 18-04-1949 

Borough travelled to Sheepy Road to face Atherstone Town in 
the final of the Atherstone Nursing Cup on Easter Monday.

Opposed by a weakened Atherstone side, Borough took 
things much too leisurely and their narrow victory was a most 
unimpressive affair. If there were any bouquets to be given, 
then they went to the “Adders” for a grim and plucky display 
against opponents only one first team man, Jayes, short.

The first-half was just about as uninteresting as it could have 
been, with the “Adders” going all out while Borough took 
things at a more leisurely pace. It took a good goal from 
Richardson, after 25 minutes’ play, to shake the Borough 
from their slumbers; but it was not until the second half that 
they claimed the slight advantage which just about earned 
them their success.

Three minutes after half-time Betts split open the Atherstone 
defence and left Cronin with an easy opening. In a desperate 
effort to save the situation, Mather put the ball hard into his 
own net.

Nineteen minutes later, Campbell finished off a good move 
by racing in and lobbing the ball at goal. Johnston could not 
hold it and the ball escaped his grasp and found the net. 
Neither of these goals was as clear cut as Richardson’s which 
was easily the best of the three.

Atherstone put far more punch into their play than Borough, 
and in Ray Paul, who made a surprise appearance at inside 
right, had the most thrustful forward on the field. Egan 
worked hard at left-half, while Bailey kicked strongly at right 
back. Ashe was poor at outside-right.

With Cronin on the extreme right and Campbell inside, the 
Borough attack never worked smoothly. They changed places 
in the second half, and both shaped much better. The defence 
was shaky with Orgill and Kelly at right-half the pick.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 19-04-1949 

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup. There was a crowd of 
7,800 in attendance.

A shot “out of the blue” by Eric Betts after 23 minutes – he 
fastened onto a Grimwood pass and his terrific shot from well 
out on the wing was in the net before Lambton had time to 
move – sufficed to give Borough victory over their rivals on 
Easter Tuesday.

In view of the fact that they had a league match at Hinckley 
on the same evening, the “Greenbacks” fielded a weakened 
side, but despite that the game provided plenty of 
excitement, if not much really good football. A strong and 
awkward cross-wind and the bone-hard ground made ball 
control a difficult proposition.

Kicking against the wind in the first-half, Borough had more 
of the game than their opponents, who were only dangerous 

in fits and starts. When half-time came with the home side 
leading by Betts’ goal, it seemed they would have no great 
difficulty in improving on their score. But although they were 
constantly swarming round the Bedworth goal, the Borough 
forwards showed a strange reluctance to shoot, and the 
only really good shot of the half came from right-half Jim 
Kelly, whose hot drive was confidently held by the Bedworth 
keeper, Lambton.

Two easy chances fell to Campbell, but he capped an 
unusually ineffective display by missing the target by yards 
on each occasion. He seems to have struck a bad patch. 
Indeed, there was no outstanding forward or marksman on 
either side. Betts’ shot was the only truly good scoring effort 
of the game.

Through their inability to get goals in the second half, 
Borough gave Bedworth the opportunity of snatching an 
equaliser in occasional bursts, but generally speaking, Orgill 
was seldom seriously extended and proved more than equal 
to the demands made upon him.

On the whole, Borough should have won comfortably, but a 
combination of indifferent second-half finishing, never-say-
die tackling by the Bedworth defenders, and no little kicking 
out, kept the score down to 1-0.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 21-04-1949 

Borough made the journey to Fellows Park to take on Walsall 
Reserves in a Thursday evening Birmingham Combination 
game.

The two sides fought out a 2-2 draw with Betts and Hackland 
notching the goals for Borough.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 23-04-1949 

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Redditch provided such feeble opposition that Borough 
should have easily reached double figures. Playing against 
the wind in the first-half, Borough rattled up four goals in 23 
minutes – and then the home side proceeded to take things 
leisurely. Two more goals were added late in the second half. 
Redditch were such a poor lot that Orgill did not have a single 
good shot to handle. Frankly, the “Needlemen” never looked 
like getting a goal.

The star of the game was Jim Kelly, who has been playing 
exceptionally well for some time now. He was a sixth forward 
throughout and got two of his side’s goal. The first was a 
header and the second was a grand shot, following a Betts’ 
corner. The other goals were scored by Plant (2) – both nice 
efforts – Hackland and Betts (penalty).

It was Betts’ penalty which started the rot after only six 
minutes’ play. Redditch never seemed to recover from that 
early shock, and were saved from a much heavier defeat by a 
good display of goalkeeping by Ingram.
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 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 25-04-1949 

On Monday evening Borough made the journey to face 
Bromgrove Rovers in a Birmingham Combination game.

Although there were as many scoring chances in the first-half 
as in the second, it was not until the latter period that the 
visitors matched their overall cleverness with goals. Right 
from the start Borough forwards supported by a grand half 
back line began to find gaps in the Rovers’ defence, and 
early on Hackland (twice) and Betts missing possible scoring 
chances. Then, in the last five minutes of the half, the home 
goal had two remarkable escapes. First Adams got in the way 
of a Plant drive about which he knew absolutely nothing. The 
ball struck him on the chest and dropped almost on the goal-
line. It was fortunate for Rovers that no Borough forward was 
there to take advantage of an easy chance.

Almost immediately afterwards, in another hot assault on the 
Rovers’ goal, Plant struck a post with Adams again hopelessly 
beaten. Borough’s opening goal was scored after 20 minutes 
of the second half by Hackland, who shot into the net via the 
post, after Campbell’s centre had been headed back into the 
goalmouth by Cronin. 

After the first goal Rovers completely folded up and five 
minutes later, Plant, receiving a Betts header, made it No. 2 
from close range. Betts made it 3-0 after Adams had failed to 
clear a Cronin corner kick.

By keeping the ball on the ground, Borough forwards and 
halves led the big Rovers’ defenders a very merry dance 
throughout the game, with Plant, Campbell and Cronin often 
showing them a clean pair of heels.

Borough’s display was so convincing that Rovers were made 
to look a very poor side indeed. Their defence had no counter 
to the intelligently-planned Borough forward moves, which 
often left Wainwright and Co. standing high and dry.

Borough’s success could be traced to a very fine half-back 
line. Thompson blotted out Oldnall, whose only possible 
scoring effort – a header from Giles’ corner kick – was grandly 
saved by Orgill, who otherwise had an easy match, so tightly 
held were the Rovers’ forwards by the Borough defence. Kelly 
and Bond thoroughly subjected Brain and Cave, so much so, 
that both found time to go up in support of their forwards.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough Res 25-04-1949 

Borough fielded a Reserve side against Bedworth Town at 
the Oval for the second leg of the Bedworth Charity Cup. The 
home side led 5-2 after the first leg in September of last year.

With the champions having three goals start from the first leg 
and finding themselves opposed to the Leicestershire Senior 
League side, the game was pretty well over bar the shouting 
before the ball was kicked. It was, in fact, just another game 
of football with the dice heavily loaded against the Borough, 
and the result fitted the bill on the run of play.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 30-04-1949 

Borough travelled to Stafford Rangers for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

All teams have their bad days, but no-one could have 
imagined that Borough could play so badly as they did at 
Stafford. Really, at anything approaching their normal form, 
Borough could have comfortably beat a very mediocre 
Stafford side, yet such was their display in this game that 
Stafford could easily have won by six clear goals.

In addition to scoring all the home side’s four goals, Marriott 
missed two sitters and narrowly missed with a fine left-foot 
drive. On the other hand the Rangers’ goalkeeper was only in 
trouble twice throughout the game – once when Betts struck 
the post with a hard drive and when Hackland just missed 
with a fast volley.

The forwards, too, were bang off colour and scarcely made 
one decent attack all the way through. Mansell, who was 
brought in at inside-right in place of Cronin, who was 
unavailable due to a family bereavement, was yards too 
slow, and in turn occupied the inside-right, outside-right 
and right-half positions. But the other forwards were little 
better. Indeed a wholly bad match for the Borough ended 
in Campbell being injured and Betts receiving his marching 
orders near the finish following an incident in which he and 
Stafford’s right-half, Pointon, were involved. 

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 02-05-1949 

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park to replay the 
league match that was abandoned on December 11th of last 
year due to the light.

The Stourbridge goal had a positively charmed life in the 
second half – each side had scored once in the opening 
period – and on four occasions the woodwork had save the 
visitors, while on another occasion a defender kicked the ball 
off the goal-line. Thacker, the Stourbridge goalkeeper, was 
like a cat on hot bricks throughout the second half. He was 
constantly in action, sometimes saving well and sometimes 
when he knew very little about it.

The crowd was kept roaring by Borough’s almost non-stop 
onslaught on the Stourbridge goal. Not once, but several 
times, it seemed Borough simply must score. Yet the end 
came with the score at 1-1, and the visiting players doubtless 
thankful that the whistle had come to their assistance.

The opening goal came when Scattergood headed a corner 
kick straight back to Hallard. The winger returned the ball into 
the centre and Ball put through from close range. Borough’s 
equaliser was brought about by clever play by Lyman. Near the 
left corner flag, he tricked a defender and sent over a perfect 
centre which Plant shot into the net just inside the post. That 
ended the scoring, but certainly not the thrills. Indeed, it was 
really only the beginning of the fun, with Borough doing almost 
anything but getting the ball into the net.
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This result means that the position is that Borough require only 
two points from their games against Tamworth and Darlaston 
to make absolutely certain of winning the Tillotson Cup.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 05-05-1949 
Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The two sides battled out a 2-2 draw, with Jayes scoring both 
of Borough’s goals. The result almost guarantees the home 
side of winning the Tillotson Cup.

Betts And Hudson Playing For The Rest
Betts, of Nuneaton Borough, and Hudson, of Atherstone 
Town, have been selected at outside-left and right-half 
respectively for the Rest of the League versus Bedworth 
Town, the Birmingham Combination champions, at 
Bedworth on Saturday.

The Rest team will be Crowhurst (Tamworth); Rowberry 
(Stourbridge) and Blake (Birmingham A); Hudson 
(Atherstone), Russon (Walsall Res.) and Gilbert (Stafford); 
Wilson (Banbury), Walsh (Hednesford), Swinbourne 
(Wolves), Evans (West Brom A), Betts (Nuneaton).

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 07-05-1949 

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for the final 
Birmingham Combination fixture of the season.

Borough experienced little difficulty in their game against 
Darlaston, collecting both points and thereby carrying off 
the Tillotson Cup, awarded to the Birmingham Combination 
runners-up.

Darlaston were a poor side and never looked like causing 
Borough any anxiety. Inside 20 minutes Borough had made 
sure of the trophy by scoring three times through Plant (2, 1 
pen) and Lyman.

Borough captain Colin Lyman receives the Tillotson Cup from Mr 
Archibald Humphreys after the Darlaston game on Saturday. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Football Club And Manor Park
It is being reported to Nuneaton Borough Council next week 
that representatives of Nuneaton Borough FC have suggested 
that their tenancy of the Manor Park ground should cover the 

whole year instead of the football season only so that they 
could exercise supervision over the ground during the close 
season and carry out improvements to the ground.

It was also suggested that, when letting the ground to other 
organisations, the Council might include in their charges an 
amount to cover the use of equipment belonging to the club 
and the cost of heating, lighting, water, etc., which amount 
would be paid over to the club.

It is recommended that, whilst the Council are not willing to 
agree to an alteration of the period of letting, they will have 
no objection to the club carrying out works of improvement 
with the consent of and upon conditions imposed by the 
Borough Surveyor; that when letting the ground to other 
organisations, the Council will notify such organisations that 
the fee paid to the Council is exclusive of any charge made 
by the Football Club for the use of equipment and the cost 
of heating, lighting, water, etc., and that the Council do not 
agree to the suggestion that they should collect the last-
mentioned charge on behalf of the club.

League Club After Betts
Nuneaton Borough FC officials were yesterday in 
negotiation with a League club regarding the possible 
transfer of Eric Betts, their goalscoring winger.

Negotiations had been in progress for a few days, and 
the Borough officials visited the League club. Discussions 
were still going on at the time of going to Press.

Betts, who is not 23 until July, has scored 31 goals this 
season, is anxious to get back into League football and 
Borough directors have decided not to stand in his way, 
although the player has re-signed for next season.

A successful outcome was confidently expected.

Borough FC Players Entertained
At a social gathering which Borough FC directors gave to 
their players and members of staff at the Peacock Inn, Mr E. 
H. Spiers, secretary of the Birmingham Combination, spoke 
of the success achieved by the Bedworth and Borough clubs 
during the past season and warned that the clubs in the 
Birmingham area would be all out next season to put an end 
to their monopoly.

The gathering was presided over by Mr Harry Watkins, 
chairman of Borough FC directors, and attending with Mr 
Spiers was the League chairman, Mr W. Harper. The chairman 
congratulated the team on its successful season and player-
manager Colin Lyman on the way he had handled the team. 
He hoped Lyman had enjoyed his first season with the club, 
and referred to the winning of the Birmingham Senior Cup 
and the Tillotson Cup, thanking the players for the way they 
had carried out their duties.

Mr Watkins expressed the thanks of the directors to the two 
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trainers, to Messrs. Roy Tromans and Bill Boffin, for the way 
they had handled the reserves, to Mr and Mrs Paxton and to 
the secretary, Mr Percy Osborne. No club in the country had a 
better secretary, he said.

The toast of “The Borough FC” was proposed by Mr Archibald 
Humphreys, a member of the Birmingham Combination 
executive, and former secretary of Hinckley United. He spoke 
of the happy relations he had always had with the Nuneaton 
club which, he said, had always been a great asset to the 
league. If ever there was a Fourth Division of the Football 
League he hoped that Nuneaton would be represented. The 
club had had a very good season and he hoped that next year 
they would succeed in winning the championship shield.

The toast was replied to by Mr Reg Carris (director), who 
observed that they had never had a more successful season 
since they entered the league. After mentioning the fact that 
they were continuing with the services of Colin Lyman, Mr 
Carris said that no team could function and be successful 
without support from the people, and the directors expressed 
their thanks to the people of Nuneaton for the way they had 
supported the team week by week.

Better Class Football
On the subject of the better class football, Mr Carris said that 
was the club’s aim, but having regard to the club’s experience 
in the Southern League, which only lasted two seasons, they 
had to go warily. But when they did enter better class football 
they were going there to stay.

Mr F. J. Perry (vice-chairman) presented biscuit barrels to 
members of the first-team in connection with the winning of 
the Nuneaton Hospital Cup.

Lyman said that whatever success he had achieved in his first 
season as player-manager, it was due to the players. Without 
their help that success would not have been possible.

The toast of “The Visitors” was proposed by Mr F. Carris and 
was responded to by Mr F. C. Terry-Hubbard. Thanks were 
expressed to the club doctor and club accountant.

Nuneaton Preparing For Television
Television aerials are becoming a familiar feature of the 
Nuneaton scene – the outward and visible sign that many 
local people hope to be “looking in” when the new Sutton 
Coldfield TV transmitter opens in the autumn.

Althought sets capable of receiving Sutton Coldfield are not 
yet on the market, most local radio dealers have a lengthy list 
of orders.

At the moment they are busy erecting, for each customer, the 
special aerial which is necessary. Then, when the sets arrive 
in the local shops, it will be possible for the various makes to 
be tried out for the customer to make his choice.

Although Sutton Coldfield is designed to serve the Midlands, 
London television is being received in Nuneaton at the 

present time but, in view of the distance a regular picture 
cannot be depended on and it can only be regarded as a 
freak reception. An “Observer” reporter was told that London 
seemed to come through best in foggy weather.

It is emphasised that television receivers will only receive the 
picture and sound broadcast from the television transmitter 
and that radio sets will still be required to “listen in” to the 
ordinary radio. Another point is that television receivers 
designed to pick up the London transmissions will not pick 
up Sutton Coldfield – and the new “Midland” TV receivers will 
not pick up London pictures.

Borough FC’s Best Ever Campaign
But Marksmen Are Required For Next Season
Although the season just ended has been the most 
successful in the history of Nuneaton Borough FC, what 
with winning the Birmingham Senior Cup, the Tillotson 
Cup (as Birmingham Combination runners-up), Nuneaton 
Hospital Cup and Atherstone Nursing Cup, in some ways it 
has been disappointing.

Disappointing because Borough at one time heading strongly 
for the championship stakes, struck a bad patch three-
quarters of the way along the course, fell back – and in the 
end allowed their neighbours Bedworth Town, to win almost 
as they pleased. In fact it became a one horse race.

What caused that set-back when things seemed set for the 
“double” – the championship and the Senior Cup? 

Lack Of Punch
The answer is easy to find. It was a combination of 
inconsistency at a most vital stage in the campaign coupled 
with a lack of punch at inside forward.

During this stage it was only the goalscoring prowess of 
outside-left Eric Betts that saved the situation time and time 
again. Often his shooting ability came to the rescue of his side 
when things were looking anything but promising.

Goals were a scarce commodity. And just how much Betts 
dominated the scene in this respect is shown by the fact that 
he was easily the club’s top goalscorer even though operating 
on the extreme left.

Whereas Betts himself scored 29 goals, the three “regular” 
inside men – Lyman, Campbell and Jayes – could only collect 
48 between them, while outside right Cronin could add but a 
modest six. These figures speak for themselves.

Marksmen Needed
What is needed more than anything else for next season are 
inside men who can shoot. With all due respect to player-
manager Lyman’s abilities as a footballer, a purely personal 
point of view is that a sharp-shooting centre-forward is the 
club’s greatest need, leaving Lyman to undertake the role of 
schemer-in-chief from one of the other forward positions.
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Another inside man who can not only scheme but crack ’em 
in would also appear necessary.

The Defence
The defence generally speaking, has not done too badly 
and the club has owed much of its success to the sterling 
work of the halves and left full-back, Nick Carter. On his day, 
Thompson was probably the best centre-half in the league, 
but recently was obviously unfit, and no club had two finer 
team men than Bond and Kelly. The come-back of Kelly was 
most satisfying. Carter once more proved his heart is in the 
right place.

Scattergood has had an in-and-out kind of season. That he is 
a footballer there is no doubt; but his reluctance to tackle and 
lack of speed have been noticeable.

Orgill, generally speaking, has kept goal fairly well – but he 
was apt, on occasions to err at a time when mistakes could 
be ill-afforded. For example, in the game at Stourbridge and 
against Tamworth and Bromsgrove at Manor Park.

Satisfied
Still, by and large, Lyman can feel well satisfied with the 
result of his first season as player-manager, and knowing 
where the weaknesses in the team have lain, he may be relied 
upon to try to put them right before the start of next season.

One thing Lyman will be hoping for next campaign is a little 
better luck in the matter of injuries to players. This campaign 
the club had more than its fair share of ill-luck in this respect.

The Record
Borough’s full record for the season was:

P47 W30 D9 L8 F109 A57

Their League record was:

P38 W23 D9 L6 F93 A45 Pts55

Goalscorers were: 
Betts 29; Jayes 20; Lyman 18; Campbell 10; Cronin 6; Plant 
6; Keeble 5; Grimwood 3; Bond 3; Hackland 3; Bell 2; Kelly 2; 
Carter and McLoughlin 1; Opponents 2. Total 109.

Old Town Player: Golden Wedding
A former well-known Nuneaton Town footballer, and 
his wife, Mr and Mrs William Ball, of 50 Stewart Street, 
celebrate their golden wedding today. They were 
married at St Mary’s Abbey Church, on May 20, 1899, by 
the Rev. W. R. Finch. Both enjoy good health. 

A native of Burton-on-Trent, Mr Ball has lived in 
Nuneaton for 52 years. A retired miner, he worked at 
Arley and Keresley collieries for 45 years.

Mr and Mrs Ball, who are 72 and 69 years of age 
respectively, have one son, two daughters and three 
grandchildren.

Cronin’s Brother Signed
Borough FC have this week signed on professional 
forms David Cronin, brother of Leo Cronin, the club’s 
outside-right.

Last season Cronin, who prefers the outside-left position, 
but can play on the opposite wing and at centre-forward, 
was leading goalscorer for Rugby Town in the United 
Counties League with 29 goals. In a recent game he 
scored five goals from the centre-forward position.

The signing of Arthur Barber, generally recognised as the 
best goalkeeper in the Leicestershire Senior League, has 
also been announced.

Birmingham Combination
Final Table 1948-1949 
 P W D L F A Pts
Bedworth Town 38 30  5  3 129  38 65
Nuneaton Borough 38 23  9  6  93  45 55
Stourbridge 38 22  9  7 104  55 53
Bromsgrove Rovers 38 23  6  9 109  57 52
Hednesford 38 21  9  8  99  64 51
Tamworth 38 19 10  9  97  58 48
Walsall Reserves 38 20  7 11  88  65 47
Wolves “A” 38 15 11 12  73  71 41
Banbury Spencer 38 15 10 13  75  68 40
West Brom “A” 38 15  9 14  97  87 39
Redditch 38 14 10 14  66  85 38
Stafford Rangers 38 13  8 17  66  74 35
Bilston 38 13  7 18  62  85 33
Darlaston 38 11  8 19  66  88 30
Hinckley Athletic 38 10  9 19  62  97 29
Dudley Town 38  9 11 18  54  75 29
Atherstone Town 38 10  7 21  82  96 27
Birmingham City “A” 38  7  7 24  56  86 21
Moor Green 38  7  7 24  58 111 21
City Transport 38  1  5 32  40 170  6



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

103 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Nuneaton Borough FC AGM
June 1949
The annual meeting of Nuneaton Borough Football Club, Ltd., 
was held at the Peacock Inn, Nuneaton on Monday night, Mr 
Harry Watkins, chairman of the directors, presiding. Messrs. 
F. Carris and W. Gilbert were re-elected directors, as were the 
retiring directors, Messrs. Harry Watkins and F. J. Perry.
The financial statement presented by the club’s auditor, Mr 
Robert Plant, was accepted as highly satisfactory.

Mr R. Plant was re-elected as auditor, and Mr Leslie Hale, MP, 
as the club’s solicitor.

At the meeting of the directors which followed, Mr Harry 
Watkins was re-elected chairman, and Mr F. J. Perry vice-
chairman. Mr Perry was re-elected hon. financial secretary, 
and Mr P. Osborne as secretary.

It was reported that David Lapworth, a former player, had 
been appointed to the position of assistant trainer to Ben 
Wannacott.
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Whitwick Colliery — 1st 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton travelled to Whitwick Colliery 
for an FA Cup 1st Qualifying Round tie.

Borough were on top for most of the 
first-half, during a considerable period 
of which Whitwick lost the services 
of full-back Arlott through injury. 
Borough were practically shooting 
in – and that was really their undoing. 
For with the halves and even full-back 
Scattergood joining in the “shooting 
match,” Jarvis twice broke clean 
through with scarcely anybody in the 
Borough half, but Kelly, to stop him.

Certainly on these two occasions 
the Borough defenders had allowed 
themselves to be lulled into a sense of 
false security. For that reason, a share 
of the blame for the extraordinary 
defeat must they shoulder. But, of 
course, the real blame lay with the 
forwards. They had so many chances 
that Jarvis’s two goals really should not 
have had much bearing on the result.

The manner in which they squandered 

their opportunities was tantalising 
in the extreme. By half-time Borough 
should have been in a completely 
safe position. Yet, in actual fact, they 
crossed over a goal to the  bad, Jarvis 
having scored in the 40th minute.

It would be impossible to describe 
all the misses; it would take up far 
too much space. But there were two 
complete sitters, once when Betts 
shot outside an almost empty net 
from a Lyman centre, and then when 
Campbell cut in from the wing, drew 
the goalkeeper, and then presented 
the player-manager with a goal on 
a platter.  A mere tap would have 
resulted in a goal, but Lyman slashed 
wildly at the ball and blazed it over 
the top.

Betts missed another great chance 
just after half-time. He was allowed to 
go on despite appeals for offside, but 
from only a few yards’ range wildly 
shot wide. Ten minutes after half-time 
came Jarvis’ second goal.

This goal seemed to knock all of the 

heart out of Borough and though they 
still did most of the attacking, there 
was a complete absence of method, 
and attack after attack ended with 
harmless lobs into goalkeeper Lovell’s 
safe hands.

Lyman, by now, was completely out of 
the picture and so was Betts. The only 
danger to the Whitwick goal came from 
Jayes and Campbell. Indeed, the latter 
was the only forward who seemed to 
know where the goal lay, and Campbell 
headed Betts’ centre against the 
crossbar, and then drove in a hard low 
shot which Lovell did well to save on 
his knees on the goal-line.

To complete the sorry picture for 
Borough Kelly had to be assisted off 
the field just before the end with a 
twisted ankle.

There can be no doubt at all that 
this was a poor show against a team 
whose best quality was its refusal to be 
swamped came as a bitter pill to the 
2,000 or so supporters who made the 
journey.

Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1948-49   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.21 Atherstone Town A L 3-2 Lyman, Jayes, Betts
08.28 Stafford Rangers H L 3-1 Jayes, Lyman, Betts
09.02 Hinckley Athletic A BSC 1 1-0 Lyman
09.04 Redditch A L 0-0
09.09 Bedworth Town  H BCC 1 2-5 Cronin, Betts
09.11 Walsall Reserves H L 3-1 Campbell (2), Betts
09.18 Whitwick Colliery A FAC 1Q 0-2
09.25 Bedworth Town  H L 3-3 Betts, Lyman, Jayes 8,955
10.02 Atherstone Town H L 1-1 Jayes
10.09 Stourbridge H BSC 2 2-1 Keeble, Lyman
10.16 Bilston A L 2-1 Jayes, Cronin
10.23 Birmingham City ‘A’ H L 6-0 Cronin, Carter, Bond (pen), Lyman, Jayes, o.g.
10.30 City Transport H L 6-0 Lyman (2), Bell (2), Cronin, Keeble
11.06 Moor Green A L 4-1 Keeble (2), Campbell, Betts
11.13 Banbury Spencer A L 3-2 Jayes, Campbell, Betts
11.20 Lye Town H BSC 3 3-2 Lyman, Campbell, Bond (pen)
11.27 Dudley Town H L 6-0 Betts (2), Lyman (2), Jayes, Campbell
12.04 Darlaston A L 4-2 Betts (2), Lyman, Campbell
12.18 Wolves ‘A’ A* L 1-2 Campbell
12.25 Hinckley Athletic H L 2-0 Jayes, Grimwood
12.26 Hinckley Athletic  A L 2-2 Lyman, Betts
01.08 Wolves ‘A’ H L 4-0 Betts (2), Bond (pen), Keeble
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01.15 Stourbridge A L 1-3 Lyman
01.22 Hednesford Town H BSC SF 3-0 Jayes, Cronin, Betts 6,000
01.29 Dudley Town A L 1-0 Betts
02.05 W.B.A. ‘A’ A L 1-1 Lyman
02.12 Banbury Spencer H L 3-1 Jayes, Lyman, McLoughlin
02.19 Moor Green H L 1-0 Betts
02.26 City Transport A L 3-2 Betts (2), Parker (o.g.)
03.05 Birmingham City ‘A’ A L 0-1
03.12 Bilston H L 3-1 Grimwood (2), Keeble
03.19 Banbury Spencer N** BSC F 2-1 Betts (2)
03.26 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 1-4 Betts
04.02 Bedworth Town  A L 3-2 Jayes (2), Campbell
04.04 Tamworth A L 1-1 Betts (pen)
04.07 Hednesford Town A L 1-2 Betts
04.09 Hednesford Town H L 1-0 Betts
04.11 W.B.A. ‘A’ H L 3-0 Jayes (2), Lyman
04.18 Atherstone Town A ANC F 2-1 Cronin, Campbell
04.19 Bedworth Town  H NHC F 1-0 Betts 7,800
04.21 Walsall Reserves A L 2-2 Betts, Hackland
04.23 Redditch H L 6-0 Kelly (2), Plant (2), Betts, Hackland
04.25 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 3-0 Hackland, Plant, Betts
04.30 Stafford Rangers A L 0-4
05.02 Stourbridge H L 1-1 Plant
05.05 Tamworth H L 2-2 Jayes (2)
05.07 Darlaston H L 3-0 Plant (2), Lyman

KEY:   L = Birmingham Combination,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup, ANC = Atherstone Nursing Cup,  NHC = 
Nuneaton Hospital Cup,  BCC = Bedworth Charity Cup
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Lockheed FC Admitted To The Combination
Lockheed FC, successors to the old Birmingham 
Combination club, Leamington Town, were elected to 
the Birmingham Combination last Thursday night in 
place of Birmingham City A, who resigned. Lockheed will 
play on the Windmill Ground, home of the old Town club.

Moor Green and City Transport were re-elected, while 
Walsall Reserves, who had provisionally resigned, had 
their application for re-admission accepted.

Clubs failing to secure admission were Coalville Town, 
Sutton Town and Rugby Oakfield.

Mr W. Harper, the president dealing with the congestion 
of fixtures at the end of the season, appealed to clubs 
to play as many mid-week fixtures as they could, when 
the new season started, and, if possible, enter only 
important cup competitions.

Over 100 matches had to be played during the last 
month of the out-going season. All the members of the 
executive were re-elected.

Borough Re-Signings
Borough players who have been re-signed for next season 
are: Orgill, Scattergood, Carter, Kelly, Thompson, Bond, 
Cronin, Campbell, Plant, Grimwood, Oakes and Moore.

New signings so far announced are Len Slack, outside-
right, Charlie Hudson, both of Atherstone Town, David 
Cronin, outside-left, of Rugby Town, and Barber, 
goalkeeper, of Barlestone, the Leicestershire Senior 
League club.

Lyman is also in touch with several new players, and is 
concentrating his attention on the centre-forward and 
inside positions.

Borough Expect To Make Big Capture
It is expected that in the course of a few days Borough FC 
officials will make an important addition to their professional 
playing staff by the signing of an inside-forward, who has 
represented his country.

It is reported that Selby, the centre-half, is receiving final 
treatment for his injured knee, and that he expects to be 
thoroughly fit for the start of next season.

Bell, the young outside-left, who did so well on the two occasions 
he appeared in the first-team last season, will be able to play 
regularly next campaign, and has re-signed.

Two promising younsters who have been signed are 
G. Radford, a centre-forward from the Tamworth district, 
and B. Alcock, an inside-left from Dordon, who played in 
representative games for the Trent Valley League last season. 
Stockley, last season’s Reserve left full-back, has re-signed.

Borough’s Latest Signings
The signing of Alan Daley, 23-year-old outside-left of Bangor 
City, the Welsh League club, and formerly of Mansfield Town 
is regarded by manager Colin Lyman as the most important 
capture of the close season thus far.

Daley, who was strongly recommended to the club by Eric 
Betts immediately after he had signed for Walsall, is reported 
to be very fast and go be a good shot. He had been signed 
in the face of keen competition with several other clubs, 
including League clubs.

Inside Forward
Another player to be signed is George Brown, an inside-left, 
who has had English League experience with Notts County.

Also aged 22, Brown has just completed an apprenticeship 
after a period of national service and prefers part-time 
football so that he can continue in his trade.

Selby Re-Signs
Having been successfully operated upon for his knee 
injury, centre-half Bill Selby has re-signed and hopes to be 
thoroughly fit by the start of the season.

Other signings are expected to be announced in the course of 
the next few weeks.

English League Football For 1950-51
But 8-10,000 Gate Will Be Needed
At a meeting in London of football clubs aspiring to English 
League status – Borough was one of them – the chairman 
expressed the view that the extension of the Football League 
would be accomplished by the season 1950-51.

Other clubs represented besides Nuneaton were Workington, 
Peterborough, Stockton, North Shields, Wigan Athletic, 
Lovells Athletic, Bangor City, Chelmsford, Scunthorpe, 
Northwich, Llanelly, South Liverpool, South Shields, 
Gillingham and Barry. Several clubs sent apologies.

In welcoming the club representatives, the chairman said 
it was now common knowledge that the Management 
Committee of the League were to investigate the possibility 
of the extension of the Football League.

Essentials
After expressing the view that the extension of the League 
would be an accomplished fact by the season 1950-51, the 
chairman said that no one knew what form the extension 
would take, but he reminded the clubs that whatever form 
it did take, the clubs now desirous of attaining English 
League status must take the necessary steps to put their 
house in order.

He stressed that the clubs should seriously consider the 
following points:
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(1) Clubs must be in a very sound financial position.

(2)  Grounds and amenities should be of English League 
standard, i.e. a first-class playing pitch with covered 
accommodation for at least five to six thousand 
supporters.

The chairman estimated that to run a successful club in the 
new sphere, clubs needed a regular attendance at home 
games of eight to ten thousand.

When the Football League Management Committee knew 
which clubs were desirous of attaining League status, League 
representatives undoubtedly would visit these clubs’ home 
fixtures to see for themselves the exact position.

Borough Keen
The report of the Borough representatives who attended 
the London meeting was considered by the directors at 
their meeting on Monday night, when it was decided that 
everything possible should be done to make the club one of 
the most successful aspirants for League status.

Irish League Player For Borough
It is expected that Borough FC’s negotiations for a 
League of Ireland player, which have been in progress 
since June, will be successfully concluded by the 
weekend. The player is Patrick Noonan, inside-right, of 
Cork Athletic FC, members of the League of Ireland.

Noonan, who is 25 years of age, played for Dundalk United 
and was transferred to Cork United during season 1946-
47. He has played for Cork the past two seasons and 
was capped for the League of Ireland in all the League’s 
representative games during the season 1948-49.

Permission has now been received from the League of 
Ireland to sign Noonan, and the player has now signed 
for the club.

The Borough secretary is now awaiting the confirmation 
of the FA, and this is expected to be received by the 
weekend. Noonan, who is now employed in the district, 
will play in the upcoming trial game.

Season 1949-50

Second Trial Match
Nothing sensational emerged from Borough’s first public trial 
game at Manor Park on Saturday.

But the game proved one thing – that the club has more good 
goalkeepers than enough. Three took part in this trial – and 
each staked a claim for first-team consideration.

There was Jones, a goalkeeper who figured in the Reserves 
two seasons ago and had an occasional Birmingham 
Combination outing. He was confident and sure in everything 
he did.

In the opposite goal was Barber, of Barlestone, who may 
prove to be a serious challenger to Orgill. He made several 
magnificent saves, one from Noonan in the dying stages 
being a particularly fine effort.

After half-time Jones was replaced by McMahon, an Irish 
keeper. He too did a fine job of work.

Carter, Scattergood, Kelly, Thompson and Selby all turned 
out. Selby is apparently thoroughly sound again, but I doubt 
whether he had had sufficient ball practice as yet, to seriously 
challenge Thompson.

Of the newcomers, Gilmour of Walsall, took the eye most at 
left-half for the Reds. Frail in build, Gilmour proved himself 
a footballer of the true Scottish pattern, his intelligent 
distribution of the ball being one of the high-spots of 
the game.

Noonan, who played inside-right for the “Blues” in the 
second-half, did a lot of racing around doubtless to get 
thoroughly fit, but he brought his winger and centre-forward 
into the game with some deft passes.

Of the locals, Panter, a left full-back, Kuer, a wing-half, 
and Jordan, who played inside-right, did best. Clarke, of 
Baddesley, has a very good left foot, but did not get the best 
of support.

Nuneaton Lad Signed By 
Sunderland
A 20-year-old local centre-forward, 
Jack Barnett, of 66 Bucks Hill, 
has signed professional forms for 
Sunderland FC, and is included in 
the reserve team which opens the 
season at Roker Park tomorrow.

A native of Stockingford, where 
he attended the Council School, 
Jack was spotted by a Sunderland 

scout while playing in a works match for Standard, 
Coventry, at the end of last season. He was sent for a trial 
a fortnight ago and was signed last Friday...

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 20-08-1949 
Borough: Orgill; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Noonan, Plant, Hackland and Daley.
Stourbridge: Thacker; Rowberry and Robinson; Basilford, Davies and 
Powell; Page, Cave, Ball, Millerchip and Hallard.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for the first 
Birmingham Combination game of 1949-50.

Stourbridge went ahead after 10 minutes when, following 
a free-kick and a right-wing cross by Page, Orgill failed to 
get his body behind a spinning ball from Millerchip, which 
escaped his grasp and crossed the line.
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After 21 minutes Noonan equalised with a hard drive after a 
left wing move had drawn the defence and left the inside-right 
unmarked. Ball put Stourbridge ahead just before half-time 
with a header when the Borough defenders had twice failed 
properly to get the ball away during right-wing assaults.

Stourbridge maintained their 2-1 lead until 11 minutes from 
the end when, following a free-kick near the left corner flag, 
Plant was sandwiched as he moved to the ball. He took the 
penalty kick himself and made no mistake. Two minutes later 
Slack went away on the right and centred for Plant to head 
the winning goal.

The defence was shaky with the notable exception of Hudson, 
who gave a grand display at right back. Carter also did a 
lot of good work. So did some of the others; but Ball and 
his colleagues in the Stourbridge attack often found a way 
through, especially Page and Cave, who formed a highly 
capable right-wing. 

Borough’s attack never worked smoothly and the number of 
really good moves they made could have been counted on 
the fingers of one hand. Both wingers were strangely quiet, 
neither Slack nor Daley having a good game. This was due in 
no small measure to the poor support they received, many of 
the passes intended for them being yards behind instead of 
yards ahead of them.

Plant is fast enough and can shoot well enough to make a 
success of the centre-forward job, so long as he is given a fair 
chance. But no player of his size can be expected to beat a 6ft. 
2in. tall centre half when the ball is invariably in the air.

Stourbridge have a thoroughly good side and should do 
well again this season. They are a well balanced side, both 
in defence and attack, with their main strength lying in their 
solid defence.

 Nuneaton Borough v City Transport 27-08-1949 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Gilmour; 
Campbell, Noonan, Plant, Hackland and Daley.
City Transport: Hinks; Hall and Bottomley; Roberts, Stephens and 
Rollinson; Cheadle, Parker, Cope, Hyett and Malone.

Borough welcomed City Transport to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough got their first goal a few minutes before half-time 
when, from a Daley corner kick, Kelly hooked the ball over the 
heads of several players and into the net. The other came 25 
minutes after half-time when Noonan slipped the ball inside 
to Hackland, Borough’s best forward, who drove the ball hard 
into the net.

Ken Plant will want to quickly forget this match. He missed 
four easy openings in the first half through poor shooting 
and became so discouraged in the latter stages of the game, 
that passes found him standing yards offside. Borough’s 
passing was again faulty; but Plant couldn’t complain with 
justification that this time at any rate, he did not enjoy good 

service. Four times, twice through passes into the open 
spaces and twice through defensive blunders, he found 
himself with only goalkeeper Hinks to beat. But he failed on 
each occasion.

Noonan, too, was not beyond criticism in this respect, and on 
one occasion he shot straight at the helpless keeper, when he 
had practically the whole of the net into which to shoot.

But bad shooting alone was not the cause of all the side’s 
failings. Once again there was a lack of understanding 
throughout the side. The machine jerked along; it never ran 
smoothly. As indifferently as they played, one could at least 
trace a semblance of team work in the Transport side. It was 
probably that which kept them pegging away, right up until 
the bitter end.

Individually, several players did moderately well – Hudson, 
Thompson (in the second half), Kelly, Noonan, Gilmour (in 
spasms), Hackland and Campbell all acquitted themselves 
well – but it is team work that brings results. And that is 
where this side is lacking just now.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 01-09-1949 
Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Thursday evening Birmingham Combination match.

Borough slipped to a 2-0 defeat against their near 
neighbours, their first defeat in their opening three matches.

Nuneaton Youngster Signs 
Professional Forms For Villa
Seventeen-year-old inside-left 
Norman Bullock, younger son 
of Mr and Mrs H. Bullock, of 34, 
Bottrill Street, Nuneaton signed 
full-time professional forms 
with Aston Villa on Monday. He 
went to the Villa as an amateur 
on the recommendation of 
Borough FC officials.

A native of Nuneaton, Norman 
attended Abbey Street C. of E. School and Manor Park 
Secondary Modern School. He captained Nuneaton 
schoolboys in the first year the team was reformed 
after the war. On leaving school, Norman played for 
Stockingford Old Boys for two seasons, and last season 
assisted Coton Villa.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 03-09-1949 
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and 
Gilmour; Cronin, Hudson, Jayes, Hackland and Campbell.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The many changes made to the team wrought some 
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improvement in the teamwork and the attack worked much 
more smoothly than hitherto, except that their finishing did 
not always match the approach work.

Still, for all that a little more luck in the shooting department 
would have sufficed to have given Borough a comfortable 
win, for on three occasions the woodwork of the Banbury 
goal was struck. Cronin and Hudson both hit the bar, while 
Jayes hit an upright.

Banbury were very lucky not to concede a penalty when 
centre-half Woodward handled a Cronin centre when a goal 
appeared imminent.

Borough were definitely unfortunate on these and other 
occasions, but the need for an inside forward who can shoot 
is glaring. There is still a lack of finality about many of the 
side’s moves.

Borough did 75 per cent of the attacking, with Banbury 
playing well in midfield, seldom looking like getting a goal. 
Barber hardly had a decent shot to save throughout the 
whole match.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 05-09-1949 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Cronin, Hackland, Jayes, Gilmour and Campbell.
Bedworth: Lambton; Platt and Woolley; Keeble, Attwood and Greenway; 
Kirkaldie, Spacey, Smith, McKeown and Adams.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Railway Orphans’ Cup. There was a crowd of 
upwards of 7,000.

Borough took an early lead when Gilmour headed through 
a Cronin corner kick. Hackland got the second from a 
penalty kick after Lambton had dashed out and fouled 
Cronin in the area. In the last minute of the half, McKeown 
reduced the lead, also from a penalty, when Hudson brought 
down Jack Kirkaldie.

There was no further scoring until 36 minutes after half-time 
when Jayes converted a Campbell centre. In the last minute 
a burst of passing between Bond, Cronin and Jayes ended in 
Campbell scoring the fourth and final Borough goal.

Bedworth had one good period – one good period only. 
Heartened by a McKeown penalty success in the last minute 
of the first-half, which reduced Borough’s earlier 2-0 lead, the 
“Greenbacks” put in a hundred per cent effort for ten minutes 
or so when the game was resumed.

Sailing in full steam ahead, the visitors seemed headed for 
a complete revival. Scattergood was definitely worried but 
Thompson, Kelly, Bond and Hudson remained firm.

Once this all-out Bedworth effort had been held, Borough 
again took command and two more goals in the last four 
minutes gave them a well-deserved clear-cut victory.

In their previous games Borough had played anything but 
like a team. In this match their team-work won the day, 

every single player making a valuable contribution to their 
successful plan.

The big surprise was the way the Borough attack functioned 
with Hackland at inside-right and Gilmour at inside-left. 
These changes, enforced by an injury to Carter, produced 
results which literally worked wonders.

Hackland was a great worker and the brains and driving force 
behind most of the assaults on the Bedworth goal, while 
the all-Scottish left wing was always well to the fore. Quite 
obviously Gilmour, on this showing, should be persevered 
with at inside-left, while Campbell seems to have come to 
stay at outside-left.

The Borough team which defeated Bedworth Town 4-1 on Monday night 
in the final of the Railway Orphans Cup.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 10-09-1949 
Walsall: Steel; Bogden and Skidmore; Holding, Adams and Corbett; 
Condie, Heseltine, Smith, Moss and Watkins.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; Kelly, Thompson and Carter; 
Cronin, Hackland, Jayes, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Fellows Park to take on Walsall 
Reserves in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough’s opening goal came after ten minutes, when Gilmour 
dribbled round two opponents before placing the ball in front 
of the net for Hackland to slam past the helpless Steel.

Twenty-five minutes after half-time Hudson sent Campbell 
away. The latter swung out a perfect pass to Cronin who 
centred for Jayes to head a picture goal. Seven minutes later 
Hackland passed to Cronin who cut in and coolly lifted the 
ball over Steel’s head as the goalkeeper dashed out of goal. 
A little later following clever play by Gilmour, Hackland had 
Steel going the wrong way as he swung round sharply and 
drove the ball through with a low shot from an acute angle.

Borough’s attack always looked too good for the Walsall 
defence, only for their task to be made much harder than it 
should have been because of uncertainty behind them.

Scattergood, at any rate until Borough got so well on top that 
Walsall threw in the towel, had a very worrying time against 
Condie, while Nick Carter was far from being at home in 
Bond’s place at left-half.
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Only Kelly seemed able to get the ball through to the 
forwards with the result that the attack had to fend for itself. 
Yet so well did Hackland, the best forward on the field, and 
Gilmour do their job that the constructive deficiency from 
behind was almost more than made up for.

By constantly interchanging positions, Campbell and Gilmour 
so bamboozled the Walsall defenders that they never seemed 
able to find out who was actually supposed to be playing 
outside-left. Barber had a comparatively easy task in the 
Borough goal, but made one or two grand saves. This lad is 
going places.

Miner, 80, Rebuked For Absenteeism
Eighty-years-old Mr Samuel Morgan, of 57, Gadsby 
Street, Nuneaton, who still works underground at 
Newdigate Colliery, considers himself insulted by a letter 
which he received this week from the West Midlands 
Division of the National Coal Board.

The letter, headed “Absenteeism,” says:

“You must be fully aware of the nation’s desperate 
need for all the coal it can obtain. Your Consultative 
Committee have from time to time tried to bring 
this home to you and to point out what a vital part 
absenteesim plays in production.

“The Divisional Chairman, Sir Ben Smith, made a 
personal appeal to you through your Consultative 
Commitee on August 29. In spite of this, your 
absenteeism at this unit is very bad and letting 
Warwickshire down...”

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 12-09-1949 
Dudley: Birch; Lovell and Dudley; Bates, Aston and Morgan; Brooks, 
Faraday, Haden, Davies and Jukes.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; Kelly, Thompson and Carter; 
Cronin, Hackland, Plant, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough travelled to Dudley Town on Monday to play a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

The game was ruined by a high wind that blew from end to 
end, making good football virtually impossible. Play was very 
scrappy and there were few good moves by either side.

The first goal of the match came after 36 minutes when 
Carter handled the ball just outside the penalty area. Centre-
forward Haden, who took the kick, was given a clear shot at 
goal by the Nuneaton defenders – and he made no mistake 
with a terrific drive. It looked like just one goal would not 
be nearly enough, and when Hackland actually levelled the 
scores in the last minute of the half – well, it seemed Borough 
would win with ease.

But they didn’t. They experienced the same difficulty in 
controlling the ball near goal as the Dudley men in the first 
half, and many easy scoring chances were missed, Plant 

deputising for the injured Jayes, being a chief offender in 
this respect. Once in the first-half and once afterwards the 
centre-forward had bad luck in not scoring, but there were 
three other occasions when he missed sitters. He should have 
won the game for his side five minutes from the end when 
Campbell took a free kick so quickly that the ball reached 
Plant, standing unmarked not more than three yards out. 
A mere touch would have meant a goal, but he dallied and a 
back rushed across and kicked clear.

Indeed, none of the forwards revealed the same finishing 
power as at Walsall. The only consolation was that 
Hackland’s goal was a real good one. Campbell started the 
move with a pass to Gilmour, and the inside-left passed in 
turn to Hackland. The inside-right sensed that if he parted 
with the ball other colleagues would be offside, so instead of 
passing he went on himself, dribbled round two defenders 
and then shot into the net as goalkeeper Birch came out.

A draw was a fair result. There was little to choose between 
the two sides. Borough were the more artistic, but what they 
lacked in skill the Dudley men made up for in good, honest 
endeavour. Quite the feature of the game was the number of 
scoring chances missed by both sides.

Reports on Borough’s FA Cup matches appear on later pages.

Television In The Midlands On December 17
The new television transmitter at Sutton Coldfield will 
open on Saturday, December 17, the BBC announced on 
Wednesday.

Engineers have been working fast to complete the new 
station in time for Christmas programmes to be televised.

The transmitter will provide television for 6,000,000 
people in a radius of 50 miles. Its output will be double 
the strength of Alexandra Palace, and also seven times 
stronger than that of American television stations.

Meanwhile, enthusiasm for television in the Midlands 
is so great that special trains are being run from 
Birmingham for Radiolympia.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 24-09-1949 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Cronin, Hackland, Jayes, Gilmour and Campbell.
Dudley: Birch; Lovell and Dudley; Bates, Aston and Morgan; Brookes, 
Tilley, O’Hara, Moore and Jukes.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round replay.

Two Dudley goals in the first five minutes of extra time were 
the signal for Borough’s exit from the competition. A fourth 
goal in the first minute of the second period of extra time and 
a last-minute penalty goal by Nick Carter were thrown in for 
extra measure.
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It was unfortunate that so many Borough players should 
be off form at the same time, but the fact remains that the 
home side had a sufficient number of chances in the first 90 
minutes to have made extra time quite unnecessary.

Yet it was only a goal by Carter – equalising Tilley’s goal for 
Dudley – four minutes from the end of the normal period 
of play when he headed home a Cronin corner-kick – that 
earned Borough the right to play extra time.

The work of the Nuneaton forwards in the vicinity of goal was 
truly pathetic. Not one of them seemed capable of delivering 
a scoring shot. As a consequence although Birch in the 
Dudley goal had far more to do than Barber, there were few 
occasions when he was really worried.

A pointer to the general ineffectiveness of the Borough’s 
finishing is that both their goals were scored by a full-back, 
while the only other shot really worth the name was a hard 
drive by left-half Bond, which Birch saved magnificently. 
There wasn’t another shot which caused the Dudley keeper 
much trouble.

Within five minutes of the first period of extra time, Borough, 
to all intents and purposes, had no further interest in this 
season’s competition. Cracking drives by Moore and Tilley left 
Barber standing. The other goals by Morgan, for Dudley and 
Carter, for Borough, meant nothing.

Hackland will not wish to recall this game, for he missed a 
penalty at a stage in the game when his side was badly in 
need of encouragement.

 City Transport v Nuneaton Borough 08-10-1949 
City Transport: Wilkes; Hall and Holman; Rollinson, Stevens and 
Wimspur; Batchelor, Roberts, Duckett, Bottomley and Malone.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; Kelly, Thompson and Carter; 
Slack, Grimwood, Shepherd, Whitcroft and Lyman.

Borough travelled to King’s Heath to take on City Transport in 
a Birmingham Combination game.

The only time that City Transport’s forwards looked 
dangerous was when they were shooting in before the game. 
Faced by such a woefully weak side, Borough proceeded to 
improve their goal average to the tune of nine goals – and it 
might just as easily have been fifteen.

Tommy Whitcroft, playing his first game for the senior side, 
netted three of the nine goals and hit an upright on another 
occasion. A good start to be sure. Yet it was not the goals, but 
the general high standard of Whitcroft’s play that impressed 
most of all. Here is a youngster who, on this form, had 
definite football ability, plus a cracking shot in either foot. His 
display was one of the highlights of the game.

It was a most unhappy match for Shepherd. Three times in 
the first 15 minutes, he was injured, twice having to go off the 
field, and for the rest of the game, he played at outside-left.

Grimwood scored the best goal of the entire game, a 

smashing shot from the corner of the penalty area, which hit 
the roof of the net as though jet-propelled.

Regarding Transport, the least said about them the better. 
They just aren’t good enough for this class of football. The 
only thing to commend them is their sportsmanship. They are 
sadly remiss in every other phase of the game.

Shepherd opened the scoring on eight minutes, while 
Whitcroft and Lyman got others on 21 and 44 minutes 
respectively to make the score 3-0 at the break. After half-
time Lyman made it 4-0 on the hour, while Kelly made it 5-0 
four minutes later. Grimwood got the goal of the match on 70 
minutes and two minutes later Whitcroft made it 7-0. Carter 
scored the eighth goal on 81 minutes and Whitcroft rounded 
off his hat-trick with the final goal of the game on 85 minutes.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 03-12-1949 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Hackland, Jayes, North and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Queen Street to play Bilston 
in a Birmingham Combination fixture. The line-up included 
North, signed from Banbury Spencer, a former team-mate 
of Colin Lyman at Notts Forest. Borough were without the 
services of Plant and Gilmour.

If, as rumoured, two scouts from Mossley FC were present, 
checking out the visitors ahead of the FA Cup match between 
the two clubs, they must have gone home with a glowing 
report of their FA Cup opponents’ ineptitudes and with 
supreme confidence in their side’s ability to pass safely to the 
third round of the competition.

Indeed, the only two redeeming features of the game so far as 
Borough were concerned were Jayes’ first-minute goal, which 
sufficed to give them full points and the fact that the players 
all came out of this jumble without injury.

When the two teams came to grips, it was soon obvious that 
the home side had no concerns for the welfare of Borough’s 
players, often playing the man rather than the ball. Quite 
early on Slack had his legs swept from underneath him and 
little Jimmy Campbell also had to take some heavy bangs.

Borough showed no enthusiasm for mixing it or to go that 
extra yard, which meant the difference between getting the 
ball or losing it. Their aim seemed to be self-preservation for 
a far more important date a week hence.

Generally speaking the football in the first-half wasn’t too 
bad, and Borough were responsible for 99 per cent of that 
‘not too bad’ football. Their approach work was first-class 
and they cut through the Bilston defence like a knife through 
butter, but their attacks fizzled out because their usual 
finishing power wasn’t there, partly because their forwards 
would not risk their limbs.

Kelly started the move that lead to Borough’s early goal, 
with a pass to winger Slack. When the latter squared the ball 
across goal, one of the forwards completely missed the ball 
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and Hackland only half-hit the ball, which came back off a 
Bilston defender to Jayes, who from only a yard out slapped 
the ball into the net.

The second half was completely devoid of intelligent moves 
as to make one wish they had stayed at home by the fireside. 
Borough seemed content to hang on to their 1-0 lead; Bilston 
just couldn’t play football, and their only danger came from 
sneak raids – a big punt downfield for the forwards to chase.

Even though Borough’s defenders were not up to scratch 
these tactics caused them little anxiety and Barber was 
seldom troubled.

NUNEATON
V

MOSSLEY
A Special report
of this game will

appear in

THE

P E O P L E
ON SUNDAY

Television For Midlands Tomorrow
Tomorrow regular television comes to the Midlands with the 
opening of the world’s most powerful transmitter at Sutton 
Coldfield. What range will the station have? The BBC’s answer 
is that good results can be expected with a circular territory 
with a diameter or about 65 miles around Sutton Coldfield.

This brings Nuneaton and district well within the range so 
that excellent reception should be the rule locally.

Outside the 65 miles zone, a BBC map shows a shaded 
area stretching to the outskirts of Manchester in the north 
almost to Peterborough in the east and Gloucestershire 
and Welshpool in the south and west, where “satisfactory” 
reception will be subject to favourable local conditions and a 
certain amount of fading may be noticed occasionally.”

The range within which consistently good reception can be 
anticipated depends, the BBC points out, on many factors, 
chief of which is the presence (or absence), of high ground 
between the transmitter and receiving point...

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 24-12-1949 
Borough (provisional): Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and 
Bond; Slack, North, Plant, Gilmour and Campbell.
Bedworth: Lambton; O’Brien and Woolley; Harris, Attwood and 
Greenway; Kirkaldie, Spacey, Smith, McKeown and Keeble.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. There was a record league 
crowd of 9,140.

Bedworth maintained their unbeaten run and deservedly so, 
a draw being a fair result. Had either side snatched a winning 
goal – and this might so easily have happened – that side 
would have had more than their desserts. Jack was as good 
as his master throughout and there was nothing to choose 
between the two teams.
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It was a game which produced more excitement than good 
football. Occasionally both teams served up a classic move, 
but by and large, play was much too hurried to be accurate 
and many passes went to the wrong man as a consequence.

It is only when Hackland is absent that his true worth can 
be seen. It was a pity to break up the Gilmour-Campbell 
partnership to accommodate North at inside-left, and some 
may think that Bedworth had two better inside men in 
Spacey and McKeown.

Hackland holds the ball and draws the defence before 
parting with it. His shrewd passes were missed in this game. 
Generally speaking the defences held the upper hand. Neither 
set of forwards was allowed many clear looks at goal.

Barber had more to do in goal than Lambton and made some 
really grand saves. One save from McKeown when the latter 
appeared a certain scorer brought the house down. Lambton, 
too, had his anxious moments, largely because he was far too 
prone to leave his goal at the slightest threat of danger.

Borough held a 1-0 half-time lead, Campbell having headed 
through a Plant centre after 39 minutes. Bedworth equalised 
ten minutes after half-time, when Kirkaldie converted a 
McKeown centre.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1949 

Borough journeyed to Middlefield Lane to take on Hinckley 
Athletic in a Boxing Day Birmingham Combination game.

This match might easily have gone the other way, but 
the home forwards just couldn’t beat Barber, who gave a 
magnificent display in the Borough goal. Hinckley had much 
the better of the game territorially, especially in the second 
half when for long periods the Borough goal was under siege.

Borough owed practically everything to Barber. On at 
least three occasions – twice from Jakeman and later from 
Shannon he made superlative saves when goals seemed 
certain. For this defeat the home side could blame their own 
pathetic finishing equally to Barber’s brilliance. They had 
many scoring chances – far more than the Borough – but 
frittered them away. And when they did happen to be on the 
mark – well there was always Barber to contend with.

Both sides were unfortunate to have a player injured. Kelly 
was in the wars in the first five minutes and was a passenger 
at outside-right for the rest of the game. Then, just before 
half-time, Tipple, the Hinckley centre-half was injured and he, 
too, finished up on the wing.

Yet, even though they had far fewer scoring chances than 
the Athletic, Borough looked more capable of getting goals. 
It was that extra punch in finishing that turned the scales in 
their favour. Had they had the chances that Hinckley had, 
Borough would have won in a canter.

Their first goal came after 20 minutes’ play when, after being 
fetched down in the penalty area, Plant scored from the spot. 
It was one of their typical cup-tie defence splitting moves 

that brought Borough their second goal ten minutes from 
the end. Plant and Slack burst through at great speed and 
spreadeagled the home defence, which was all in a tangle 
when the latter slipped the ball across to the unmarked 
Campbell. The outside-left was on the ball like a flash and his 
shot had Richards beaten all the way.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 27-12-1949 

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. There was a gate of 9,069.

A goal behind at half-time, Borough swung into their most 
devastating form after the break, and the Hinckley defence, 
literally torn to pieces, was lucky not to concede many more 
than three goals.

Borough’s first-half form was very patchy. The defence, 
without Thompson and Kelly, for whom Storer and 
Scattergood deputised, was shaky and often in difficulties, 
Bond, Carter and Hudson having to spend much of their time 
covering up the mistakes of Storer, who appeared overawed 
by the occasion, but improved in the second half.

Hinckley deserved their first-half lead, a goal scored by 
centre-forward Moreton after 38 minutes following a move 
which had the Borough defence tangled up.

Seven minutes after half-time Borough were ahead. Plant 
started the rot six minutes after the change-over. A long ball 
from Carter was only “palmed” away by Richards and went 
straight to the centre-forward, who promptly levelled the 
scores. That goal was the beginning for Borough – and the 
end for Hinckley – for from that moment on the Hinckley 
defence was pulverised by a series of beautifully conceived 
attacks which tore through it like a razor.

A minute after Plant had made the score 1-1, Borough went 
ahead. A free-kick near the half-way line was placed right into 
the goalmouth by Carter. Campbell headed inside to Plant, 
and the latter scored with an unerring shot.

The third and final goal after 22 minutes was again scored 
by Plant, who thus completed his hat-trick. Brilliant work by 
Campbell and Gilmour laid the foundation for this goal – and 
the centre-forward did the rest.

Hinckley, after doing so well in the first-half, must have 
wondered what had hit them after half-time.

Superbly backed up by Bond, Campbell and Gilmour served 
up copy-book football and played right-back Shannon out of 
the game. With Plant in goalscoring mood and Slack entering 
into the fun with an occasional dazzling right-wing run – well 
it was just too bad for the “Tin Hatters” who will now realise 
what has taken Borough so far in the Cup. Bond was the 
outstanding Borough half-back, although Scattergood did 
quite well as an emergency right-half.

Hinckley are a long way from being a poor side but 
undoubtedly keenly felt the absence of centre-half Tipple. 
They were a better side than Borough in the first-half and 
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played neat and attractive football but, as the day before, 
were not too hot in the vicinity of goal.

In Jakeman they had a fast and clever right-winger, while 
Millward did much useful work at inside-left.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 31-12-1949 
Bedworth: Lambton; O’Brien and Woolley; Harris, Attwood and 
Greenway; Kirkaldie, Spacey, Smith, McKeown and Keeble.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Scattergood, Thompson and 
Bond; Slack, Jayes, Plant, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough visited The Oval to take on Bedworth Town in a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough took the lead, just eight minutes after the start when 
Scattergood crossed the ball into the goalmouth. Plant nearly 
missed the ball completely, but saw it skid off his foot and roll 
over the line.

Bedworth’s equaliser five minutes later was a copy-book 
effort. A Harris pass down the right wing was chased by 
Spacey who, after progressing a few yards, swung across a 
perfect ball which was beautifully headed into the net by 
McKeown. The game looked to be heading for a 1-1 draw, 
but Bedworth went ahead when Spacey put in a seemingly 
harmless centre, but Barber allowed the ball to escape his 
grasp and it ran straight to Smith, who merely had to touch 
the ball into the net. It was a bad mistake and it set the 
hitherto listless Bedworth side on the road to success.

That goal was the turning point, because up until then 
the “Greenbacks” rarely looked like 3-1 winners, as they 
eventually turned out to be. Their third and final goal ten 
minutes from the end merely added insult to injury so far as 
the Borough were concerned, and, once again, the goal was 
in the nature of a presentation to the winners.

Carter, now playing a centre-half following Thompson’s 
injury, slipped up allowing Smith to break through. When 
about to be tackled a second time Smith neatly slipped the 
ball to Spacey, and the inside-right did the rest.

While the principal cause of Nuneaton’s breakdown was 
Thompson’s defection at centre-half and the inability of their 
wing-halves to hold Spacey and McKeown, the forwards have 
to share some of the blame for a most ineffective display. 
This may partly have been due to poor service from behind. 
Even so there was an abundance of badly placed passes, 
with not nearly enough use being made of the ball down the 
middle to Plant. The centre-forward received poor support; 
indeed towards the end it seemed that only he and Campbell 
appreciated that the game was still in progress.

Once they had gone ahead there was never any doubting that 
the champions would win, and their forwards, particularly 
Spacey and Kirkaldie, often threatened to overrun a shaky 
Borough defence, in which Hudson and Carter (while at left-
back), were easily the pick.
For the first time since he joined the club, Thompson was 

given the run around by Smith, the Bedworth leader – the 
man he usually shuts so completely out of the game. Smith 
used his speed to outpace the slow-moving Borough pivot 
and he and his inside colleagues often found a way to the 
Nuneaton goal down the middle, which is usually the most 
difficult path to take when a fit Thompson is there.
Although Bedworth won 3-1, Lambton had many more 
difficult situations to cope with than did Barber, yes, even in 
spite of the general failing of the Borough forwards near goal.

Borough FC officials and players before they left Nuneaton for Exmouth 
where they are staying in preparation for the FA Cup game with Exeter 
City. Reading left to right are: Mr H. Watkins (chairman), Mr F. J. Perry 
(vice-chairman), Mr R. Carris (director), Bond, Barber, Plant, Kelly, 
Gilmour, Thompson and Ben Wannacott (trainer). Other players joined 
the party at Birmingham. Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Cycled 350 Miles To See Borough Cup-tie
And He Is A “Greenback” Too!

A “Greenbacks” supporter, Mr 
Leslie Henton, of 76, Furnace 
Road, Bedworth cycled to 
Exeter to watch Nuneaton 
Borough in their FA Cup match 
with the City.

“I had been thinking of 
cycling to Exeter for about 
a fortnight,” he told the 
“Observer”, “but I didn’t make 
up my mind definitely until the 
last minute.

He started out on the 175 miles’ journey at 4pm on Friday 
afternoon, reaching Exeter at 9am on Saturday morning.

After watching the game, Les stayed in Exeter for the 
night and started on his return trip at 10am on Sunday. 
By night-time he had reached Winchcombe, Cheltenham, 
where he slept. He reached Bedworth at 2.30pm, in time 
to start on the night shift at Newdigate Colliery.
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Plant Transferred To Bury
Substantial Fee Reported
Ken Plant, Borough’s centre-forward, it was announced 
last night, has been transferred to Bury, the Second 
Division club, and will play in their Central League side 
tomorrow. His place in the Borough side which visits 
Bromsgrove, will be taken by Jayes.

The fee involved has not been disclosed but is stated to 
be substantial.

Twenty-three years of age, Plant was in the navy during 
the war and played for naval sides. On demobilisation he 
assisted Coton Villa. He was then signed by the Borough 
and is in his third season as a professional with the club.

Plant has been a prolific goalscorer with the Borough 
Reserves and netted over forty goals last season. He got 
a place in the first team at the beginning of the present 
season, lost it, but regained it when the FA Cup ties came 
along, and his goal-getting abilities materially helped the 
side to make such fine progress in the competition.

He is the team’s leading goalscorer with 14 goals.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 14-01-1950 
Bromsgrove: Adams; Davenport and Williams; Mole, Wainwright and 
Gallear; Giles, Delaney, Oldnall, Millichap, Eustace.
Borough: Barber, Hudson, Carter, Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Hackland, Jayes, Gimour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to The Victoria Ground to take on 
Bromsgrove Rovers in a Birmingham Combination match.

Borough opened the scoring after 16 minutes. Thompson 
started the move with a pass to Slack, who eluded Williams’ 
tackle with the greatest of ease, dropped across a delightful 
centre – and Jayes did the rest with his head. Twice in the 
next five minutes Slack repeated the dose. On the first 
occasion Gilmour went up but just failed to reach the ball 
with his head when a touch would have meant a goal.

The second half went very largely in favour of Rovers, who 
attacked persistently. Oldnall and Giles on the right wing, 
often led lively raids on the Borough goal, but Barber was 
equal to the demands made of him.

Yet, well though he protected his goal, Barber was really to 
blame for Bromsgrove’s equalising goal ten minutes before 
half-time. When Rovers were awarded a free-kick the ball was 
lobbed into the goalmouth. The goalkeeper easily collected 
the ball but in trying to throw clear merely lifted the ball 
over one forward’s head to the feet of another. The ball was 
returned into the goalmouth and while lying on the ground, 
Oldnall turned the ball into the net.

Considering the sparse support they received from behind, 
Nuneaton’s forwards, with Campbell playing at inside-right 

due to an injury to Hackland earlier in the match, doing far 
better than might reasonably have been expected. Jayes led 
the attack well, while Slack always had the beating of Williams. 
It was strange, therefore, that Slack, until the dying minutes, 
should have seen so little of the ball in the second half. For 
whenever he had the ball, the Rovers’ defence was in trouble.

Borough And Division Three Football
Nuneaton Borough FC’s application for admission to the 
Third Division of the Football League has gone forward, 
and a letter of acknowledgement has been received.

This letter also asked for various details regarding the 
club and for information as to ground accommodation, 
other ground facilities and average gates.

The Mayor And Borough’s Cup Run
“A successful football team is the finest ambassador a 
community can have, and Nuneaton Borough FC has been 
a very fine advertisement for the Borough of Nuneaton in 
every respect.”
So stated the Mayor, Ald. W. R. Chamberlain, at his civic 
banquet held at the Council House on Saturday to celebrate 
the success attained by Nuneaton Borough FC in the FA Cup.
The banquet was attended by the directors, secretary Mr 
P. Osborne, players and trainer, Mr B. Wannacott. The only 
absentee from the successful team was Ken Plant, who was 
playing for Bury Reserves at Huddersfield. Also present were 
the Deputy Mayor, Ald. G. Comley, Mr F. Bowles, Nuneaton’s 
MP, and Mr T. Oldroyd, the Town Clerk.
Proposing the toast “The Nuneaton Borough Football 
Club,” Ald. Chamberlain said he would like to take the 
opportunity, as Mayor of the Borough, to say how pleased 
he was that during his term of office they had had the 
privilege of seeing the Borough FC progress so very far in 
the English Cup competition. Generally speaking, they knew 
that either the weather or the government was the chief 
topic of conversation as far as the public was concerned in 
most communities. But due to the spectacular successes 
of the Borough football team, both the weather and the 
government had gone out of the limelight into second and 
third place...
...The Mayor said that he thought the directors of the club 
would appreciate the Corporation was interested in seeing 
that they had good football in Nuneaton. As far as the Council 
was concerned, it had been anxious to see the club had the 
facilities to provide good football. The Council hoped the 
club would be able to get into better class football, but it 
might be that they would not get the gates. The local derby 
matches with Atherstone, Bedworth and Hinckley would take 
some replacing. Whilst they would like to see better football 
in Nuneaton, they must always have regard to the fact of the 
interest in those “derby” games...
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 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 21-01-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Gilmour, Jayes, North and Campbell.
Bilston: Bilton; Ash and Scripps; Tame, Childs and Collins; Cooper, 
Bradbourn, Fletcher, Price and Griffiths.

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

The first goal came after ten minutes when, following a left 
wing move, Jayes slipped the ball to Slack, who shot into 
the top of the net. The other came 19 minutes after half-time 
when Slack put the ball inside to Gilmour, who netted with a 
spectacular shot.

Some of the football served up in this match was the most 
wretched witnessed at Manor Park for many a long day. It was 
the sort of stuff that must have made supporters wish they 
had stayed at home by the fireside.

They started the game well enough and finished it well enough, 
but the 20 minutes before half time and 20 minutes after were 
very poor. During this period the football of the home side 
reached rock-bottom. It was one long series of miskicks, sliced 
kicks, completely aimless passing and woeful finishing.

It was all so bad that this poor Bilston side actually made 
Borough look like a team of novices. Their forwards went 
through the home defence at leisure – and it was very 
fortunate that their finishing was so poor.

Had they taken advantage of the chances that went their 
way – and two more which fell to them in the dying minutes 
– well, the game might easily have provided one of the shock 
results of the day.

The chief cause of the Borough’s trouble was that wing halves 
Kelly and Bond were right out of touch with their own forwards 
and strangers to the Bilston inside men, Price and Bradbourn, 
who were able almost to do anything as they wished. Borough 
appeared to prefer to pass their way out of trouble; but these 
passes went straight to the feet of their opponents.

With the exception of Campbell, and possibly Gilmour, the 
forwards, too, had a bad day. If Jayes did well the week 
before, he did badly enough in this game and failed to hold 
the line together. The only really good thing he did was to 
provide the pass which brought his side’s first goal.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 28-01-1950 
Darlaston: Harper; White and Knowles; Grave, Martin and Hamsher; 
Simms, Preece, Hodgkiss, Noakes and Hogben.
Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; 
Slack, Grimwood, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to the City Ground to take on 
Darlaston in a Birmingham Combination game.

The frost-bound, bumpy, and sloping pitch made accurate 
play impossible, but, after making due allowance for these 

obvious difficulties, the football generally was still of doubtful 
quality and often played at only half speed, due to the 
slippery conditions underfoot.

Borough were much the better side and won without undue 
exertion; but this was very largely due to the ineffectiveness 
of the opposition. What troubles the visitors experienced 
were mostly of their own making, and once again the defence 
was at fault with some poor kicking.

Brandham and Grimwood, both of the Reserve team were 
promoted to the first team, Brandham making his debut. 
The latter made an impressive debut and as well as bagging 
two of the three goals, he distributed the ball well and kept 
the line moving and was the best forward on show.

Borough got their first goal after 17 minutes when Kelly 
placed a free-kick right into the goalmouth for the tall 
Brandham to get up well above all the others and nod the ball 
into the net.

Darlaston equalised five minutes before half-time when 
Hogben broke through, tricked Carter and then beat Barber 
from close range.

The visitors went ahead again five minutes after half-time 
when Gilmour, who had moved on to the left wing collected 
the ball, sold Knowles the dummy and crossed the ball, for 
Brandham to cleverly hook the ball in from an awkward 
angle. Borough’s third and final goal came 25 minutes after 
the interval when Slack crossed the ball to Brandham, who 
slipped it inside to Grimwood, who promptly netted.

What little clever football there was came from Nuneaton. 
Indeed, there were times when had they been a little less 
clever and more open and direct in their methods, they 
would certainly have scored more goals. Their style on this 
iron-hard ground was far too cramped and, especially in the 
second half, often led them well and truly into the offside 
traps laid by the home defenders.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 04-02-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Grimwood, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.
Hednesford: Tighe; Perks and Claybrooke; Turner, Kinsey and Howe; 
Anslow, Large, Hames, Walsh and Salters.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Having had the misfortune to lose their keeper early in the 
game Hednesford were so badly overplayed by a vastly 
superior Borough side that the game developed into 
shooting-in practice.

After losing their keeper, the Hednesford goal took on a 
charmed life as shots rained in from all directions, but 
somehow or other goals did not come. Easy chances were 
missed, but more often than not innumerable scoring shots 
seemed to be attracted, as though by a magnet, to the forest 
of legs which appeared to fill the Hednesford goalmouth.
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And so it went on until five minutes before half-time when 
Slack put his side ahead. The goal was typical of all that had 
gone before. First Gilmour had a hard drive blocked. The 
ball went loose to Slack whose return shot struck deputy 
goalkeeper Anslow. Again the ball came back – and at the 
third time of asking Slack found the net.

When Grimwood increased Borough’s lead in the first minute 
of the second half – well it was just too bad for the visitors. 
From that point until the final whistle it was one long, almost 
uninterrupted siege of the Hednesford goal, and the visitors 
just looked on, pathetically helpless as the score mounted 
up against them, with Kelly capping a much-improved 
display with the third goal. Grimwood got two more goals to 
complete his hat-trick and Slack rounded off the scoring with 
his second goal of the match.

All told it was a most unhappy day for the visitors. With better 
backing from behind, their four forwards might have put 
up a better show, but actually their only danger came from 
Large and Hames. Their defence, generally speaking was 
overwhelmed, with outside-right Anslow having little or no 
chance with any of the shots which beat him after he had 
gone into goal in place of the injured Tighe.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 11-02-1950 
Stourbridge: Branston; Deakin and Rowberry; Haycock, Davies and 
Baker; Page, Mullins, Treagust, Cave and Powell.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Grimwood, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Borough had Barber to thank for still being in the game at 
the break, as he made three glorious saves when the home 
side were threatening to pile up a match-winning interval 
lead. Indeed, all the thrills and excitement of the game were 
crowded into the closing minutes of each half, when both 
sides put on terrific pressure in an all-out effort to make sure 
of the points.

A high wind blowing straight down the pitch gave Stourbridge 
a decided advantage in the opening half and Borough in the 
second. Yet those grand-slam finishes apart, neither side 
appeared much likely to excel in the goalscoring department.

When the real test came, the big difference between the 
two sides was Barber. Not that Branston in the Stourbridge 
goal let his side down. He had little or no chance with any of 
Borough’s three late second half goals.

Gilmour opened the scoring for Borough after 12 minutes’ play. 
Kelly pushed the ball down the middle. Brandham made as 
though to collect the pass, but let it go, leaving Gilmour with a 
clear passage for goal. He ran through unchallenged and shot. 
Branston appeared to dive too soon and the ball found the net.

Not until ten minutes before half-time was Barber beaten. 
Cave smashed a brilliant first-timer which, aided by the wind, 

simply smashed into the back of the net. Three minutes 
later Cave scored again to give his side a 2-1 lead. From 
that moment until the half-time whistle sounded it was 
Stourbridge versus Barber. And, luckily for Borough, Barber 
won. Against a less brilliant goalkeeper, Stourbridge might 
easily have put the issue beyond doubt in those few hectic 
minutes before the interval.

The second half went almost wholly in favour of the Borough, 
although now and again the home side launched a menacing 
raid. Yet, although they often got the Stourbridge defence 
into a tangle, Grimwood alone looked capable of getting 
a goal. On three occasions he brought the very best out of 
Branston with hard drives.

And so the score remained 2-1 in Stourbridge’s favour until 
15 minutes from the end. Then came the goal blitz. Campbell 
started the fun by waltzing round full-back Deakin as he had 
done so often before and lifting the ball into the goalmouth. 
As the ball swooped down, Slack, almost on his knees, headed 
it into the net just inside the upright to level the scores.

Eight minutes from the end Campbell and Gilmour cleverly 
interchanged places and coming along the goalline the latter 
put across a perfect centre for Brandham to head an equally 
perfect goal. Just before the end another neat left-wing raid led 
to an exciting tussle in the Stourbridge goalmouth and a full-
back and goalkeeper Branston collided and were both injured 
in a vain attempt to prevent the persistent Grimwood from 
scoring the goal his previous efforts had so richly deserved.

Brandham should have netted a fifth in the last minute, but 
missed an easy chance through trying to get the ball onto 
his left foot. The games two oustanding personalities were 
Barber and Campbell. The latter is playing at the very peak 
of his form and the final whistle must have been sweet music 
to the ears of Deakin, who was tormented by Campbell 
throughout the game.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 18-02-1950 
Stafford: Bridgwood; Heath and Bratt; Barnes, Llewellyn and Gilbert; 
Saxon, Smith, Ayres, Marriott and Ward.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Grimwood, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Stafford Rangers to play a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough played well below their best form and at times 
resorted to robust tactics, which resulted in them being 
penalised on numerous occasions. The motto seemed to 
be “play the man before the ball” and although many of 
the fouls were against Borough, Stafford were by no means 
blameless, especially when Grimwood and Thompson had to 
receive attention from the trainer.

Borough’s first goal came five minutes before the interval 
during a spell of attacking which had seen them go close on 
several occasions. Brandham , who had wandered well out on 
the left wing put over a high perfectly-placed centre, which 
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the goalkeeper misjudged and Slack, following up, headed 
into the net. A minute later the outside-right might have 
put Nuneaton further ahead when he just failed to connect 
properly with his left foot in front of goal.

Stafford equalised nine minutes after the interval from a left-
wing centre which Carter had the misfortune of heading into 
his own net as he jumped up with Ayres, the Stafford centre-
forward, in an endeavour to clear.

Borough then launched a lightning attack down the middle, 
which completely bewildered the home defence, Brandham 
fired in a grand left-footed shot which rebounded from 
the crossbar for Grimwood to head into the net. In the 
next minute, only a fine one-handed save by goalkeeper 
Bridgwood, from a cross shot by Campbell prevented the 
Borough increasing their lead.

Although Borough won, it is not a game they will like to recall. 
The team played at its usual fast pace throughout, but never 
quite functioned in the smooth efficient manner it is capable 
of. Passes often went astray without just reason and the 
forward line missed several easy chances when goals seemed 
inevitable. Campbell, in particular, shot weakly into the 
keeper’s hands from close range.

Borough’s defence performed really well and covered each 
other in fine style. When one man was beaten, there always 
seemed to be another defender covering, and consequently 
Barber was seldom troubled.

Borough FC Players Entertained
In celebration of their FA Cup performances, a party of 
supporters entertained the Borough players and their wives 
at the Oddfellows Arms, Abbey Street, on Saturday night.

Mr C. Moore presided and the directors were represented 
by Mr H. Watkins (chairman) and Mr P. Osborne (secretary).

After an excellent repast, Mr Moore, in welcoming the 
guests, apologised for the absence of one of the organisers, 
Mr W. Sutton, owing to illness. He congratulated the 
players on their very excellent achievements and said he 
hoped they would be the forerunner of further progress by 
the club. As supporters they considered it an honour to be 
able to entertain the players and he was delighted to see 
such a good attendance.

Mr H. Watkins, replying on behalf of the directors, paid a 
tribute to the loyalty of the supporters and trusted that 
their optimism would be fully justified in the future.

Mr F. C. Carter (captain) also thanked the supporters for 
their very fine gesture and assured the company that the 
players would continue to give of their best, and looked 
forward to further success in the future. Mrs H. Watkins 
(wife of the Borough FC chairman) thanked their hostess, 
Mrs Lucas, on behalf of the ladies and said it was a real 
pleasure to be present. Mrs Lucas briefly replied.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 25-02-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Grimwood, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.
Redditch: Price; Bradley and Chapman; Morrall, Baker and Griffin; 
Morgan, Davidson, Richards, Kilroy and Okey.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game. There was a bitterly cold north-east wind.

Redditch were a little unfortunate not to get a share of the 
spoils in this match. That is not to suggest that Redditch were 
a good side, they were not. The fact is that Borough played 
so moderately that the visitors appeared a much better team 
than their lowly position in the league would have suggested. 
Certainly there was little to choose between the two sides on 
this occasion.

The first goal of the match was scored by Brandham, when he 
fastened on to a ball pushed down the middle, shook off the 
attentions of two defenders and shot hard and low past Price 
as the goalkeeper came out to meet him. The goal could best 
be described as a good individual effort.

Redditch equalised when Barber was forced to dive full-
length to keep out a shot by Kilroy. The keeper could only 
push the ball out as far as Morgan, who had the simple task 
of putting the ball into the net. Borough’s second goal was 
scored two minutes after Morgan’s equaliser, seven minutes 
into the second half. Gilmour seized on a loose ball and 
moved in a few yards before driving the ball into the net, well 
out of the goalkeeper’s reach.

Those goals provided the crowd with just about the only 
excitement in an otherwise dull, drab and almost wholly 
colourless game. While the home forwards never seemed 
able to get together – Slack was the best of the five – the 
defence was shaky under pressure and often got itself into 
difficulties by carefree shadowing, indifferent tackling and 
poor kicking, with only Hudson being exempt from this 
criticism. If the other defenders had got the ball away in the 
same manner as Hudson, they would have saved themselves 
endless trouble.

Davidson, the former Arsenal and Coventry City forward was 
often a target for the crowd; but, for all that, he was the best 
inside-forward on view and the brains behind most of the 
Redditch attacks. All told it was a poor game, play generally 
leaving spectators as “cold” as the bitterly cold weather.

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 04-03-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Conroy, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.
Moor Green: Taylor; Smith and Dooley; Croton, Redford and Cheshire; 
Cockerham, Tibbins, Handy, McKenzie and Hands.

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Moor Green won a deserved share of the spoils and gave one 
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of the best displays seen at Manor Park this season. Obviously 
they played above themselves, otherwise they would have no 
business at all to be so near the bottom of the league.

In the finer arts of the game, the “Moors” gave their 
opponents an object lesson. They played with perfect 
understanding, passed with machine-like precision and in 
defence proved much too quick in the tackle for the sluggish 
and heavy-footed Borough forwards. What they did lack was 
a forward who could shoot. But for that they might have won.

It seems paradoxical to say that Taylor saved his side time 
and again, especially in the second half when Borough, in 
sheer desperation, threw everything they had into an all-out 
effort to snatch a decisive goal. Taylor saved brilliantly from 
Slack, Gilmour, Campbell (twice), Bond – whose terrific drive 
looked a winner all the way – and Kelly.

Oddly enough, by far the easiest scoring chance of the 
match fell to Handy, the Moor Green centre-forward, midway 
through the second half. A high down-the-middle ball was 
missed by Thompson and Handy was left with a clear course 
for goal. He closed in faced only by Barber, had all the time in 
the world to pick his spot in the net – but shot feebly wide.

The home forwards had a very moderate game and 
newcomer Conroy was certainly no improvement on 
Grimwood, not on this display at any rate. In a patch defence, 
Kelly shone at right-half, Hudson at right-back, while Barber, 
who was much less troubled than Taylor, again proved how 
safe and reliable he is.

On recent form, Borough are not likely to cause Bedworth 
much of a headache and unless they pull up their socks, 
Bromsgrove are much more likely to prove the “Greenbacks” 
most serious rivals – if they are going to have any rivals at all.

Improvements At Manor Park
The General Purposes sub-committee will report to Nuneaton 
Town Council next week having met a deputation from 
Nuneaton Borough FC with regard to a suggestion by the club 
that the Council should grant the club a seven-year lease of 
Manor Park if the club undertook on their part to carry out 
improvements to the ground.

In view of certain negotiations which were pending the club 
asked for an early decision.

The sub-committee recommends that the request of the 
club be granted, subject to the club being responsible for 
employing and paying the man who now receives £52 per 
annum from the Council; the rent to be reduced from £225 to 
£200 per annum; the club to be responsible for any increase 
in rates and taxes beyond those paid in 1949-50; and the club 
to undertake to construct glazed brick baths, to extend the 
directors’ room, to construct a ladies’ lavatory, to decorate 
the dressing rooms, and to construct a concrete path under 
the main stand.

The club estimates the cost of these works at £300.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 11-03-1950 
Redditch: Cray; Bradley and Chapman; Morrall, Baker and Griffiths; 
Hunt, Clarke, Richards, Kilroy and Davidson.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Grimwood, Jayes, Conroy and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
Combination match.

Borough gave another ragged display and look anything 
but a good side at the moment. There is a marked degree of 
shakiness in the defence when under sustained pressure, while 
the attack, especially at inside-forward, lacks penetrative 
power. Neither Grimwood or Conroy stood out and Jayes, 
while showing plenty of industry and wholeheartedness, did 
not look like a potential match-winner.

Jayes opened the scoring for Borough after nine minutes, 
when the centre-forward headed home from Conroy’s high 
centre. Redditch’s most dangerous forward Hunt, got an 
equaliser after 24 minutes when Barber dived to push away a 
Davidson shot, only for the ball ro run loose to Hunt was had 
an easy task to put the ball into the net.

Borough’s second goal came out of the blue. There seemed 
little danger when, early in the second half, Kelly, near the 
corner of the penalty area, banged the ball through between 
the goalkeeper and a full back.

The referee seemed so used to blowing for offside that it became 
a habit – and several times he pulled Nuneaton up when they 
were definitely on-side. New left-half West showed how to defeat 
Redditch’s offside trap when he made the opening for Borough’s 
fourth goal. While the Redditch backs were playing well upfield, 
West banged the ball hard and high down the middle. Conroy 
chased after it unhampered and went on to score with ease. Had 
West’s example have been followed, Borough could have made 
the offside “hen” come home to roost.

Borough appeared to have scored a fourth goal when a 
Grimwood shot beat goalkeeper Cray, who seemed to have 
pulled the ball back from over the line after going down 
full-length. The referee looked at the linesman; the linesman 
looked at the referee. Neither acted. Not sure what to do Cray 
lay on the ground for a full minute before getting to his feet 
and kicking the ball away.

Hunt got a second goal to make the score 3-2, 15 minutes after 
the break, when Borough were leading 3-1. He had his first shot 
parried, got possession again and though both Barber and 
Thompson made a desperate attempt to save the situation, 
he forced the ball over the line, and though both Barber and 
Thompson made a desperate attempt to save the situation, 
Hunt forced the ball over the line near the foot of the post.

Although gaining another two away points, Borough only 
scraped home. Their forward troubles are still not over. 
Much more punch is needed near goal and better covering 
in defence.
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 Nuneaton Borough Res. v Derby County 11-03-1950 

It was fitting that in his benefit match at Manor Park on 
Saturday, Leo Cronin should be the outstanding man on the 
field, for apart from netting two of his side’s goals, he proved 
that he has lost none of the fine ball control or speed which 
characterised his play when he joined Nuneaton Borough in 
the first season after the war.

Playing at right-half – a position he has occupied in the 
Reserves for several months this season – Leo was frequently 
moving into the attack as a sixth forward, and was the 
instigator of many of the game’s best movements.

It was hardly fair that the young Derby County team should 
lose by such a comfortable margin, for never at any time were 
Cronin’s XI three goals superior. In fact, there were occasions 
in the second half when the home team were only two goals 
in the lead, that it seemed possible they might pull the game 
out of the fire. The lack of a good hard shot in the forward-
line, however, led to many opportunities being wasted, and 
it was left to the two bigger-built wing-halves Davies and 
Walker, to do most of the Rams’ shooting.

Cronin’s XI were indeed fortunate with their first two goals 
before the interval. The first came from a Leo Cronin penalty 
kick which was awarded after Clare had been fouled when 
there was no immediate danger to the Derby goal.

The second resulted from a long kick by Leo again – a bouncing 
ball from the half-way line which the goalkeeper misjudged 
as Lyman went to challenge him. Tommy Whitcroft, who 
incidentally put in several fine shots, netted the third, and 
Dickenson headed the fourth from Whitcroft’s centre.

A feature of Cronin’s XI’s play in the first-half when they were 
kicking with the wind was the speed of Lyman, Whitcroft and 
F. Cronin. The fast running ball, however, was responsible for 
the downfall of many efforts. Bennett played soundly and 
received well-deserved applause for some timely clearances.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 18-03-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Conroy, Jayes, Gilmour and Campbell.
Dudley: Birch; Bates and Dudley; Morgan, Aston and Langford; Knight, 
Brooks, Masefield, Churchward and Evans.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game. There was a boistrous wind, 
driving rain and a heavy pitch.

It took Borough some time to get into their stride, for even 
with the strong wind aiding them, and while doing nine-
tenths of the attacking, there seemed an absence of punch 
near goal which is essential to success.

Jayes opened the scoring on 31 minutes, giving Borough a 1-0 
lead. When goalkeeper Birch obstructed Gilmour near a post 
the referee awarded an indirect free kick. Gilmour put the ball 
among a ruck of players and it was turned into the net by Jayes.

After this Borough remained well on top but did not increase 
their lead until two minutes before half-time when Slack was 
badly fouled just inside the Dudley half. Slack’s free-kick was 
not well placed; he pulled it too much. But it was pushed on 
by another forward to Conroy, who promptly netted.

Ten minutes after the break, Borough extended their lead 
when West, having had one good pass cleared, put another 
one through to Conroy, who netted a third goal with a hard 
cross-shot.

Dudley, both before and after this third goal, made quite a few 
neat looking moves, only to see them peter out because of 
weak finishing. That was the Dudley story throughout. Apart 
from centre-forward Masefield, none of their forwards ever 
looked really dangerous near goal. Only twice was Barber in 
difficulties – when, in the first half, Carter all but beat him with 
a back pass, which rolled wide of the post; and when in the 
second half the keeper had to dive to save from Masefield.

Until he was injured about 20 minutes from the end, West 
enjoyed quite a good game and pleased the crowd with his 
astute ball distribution. Even though he missed those two 
good scoring chances late in the game, Jayes, I thought, did 
well in the middle. He worked hard, kept his line on the move 
and generally found Aston plenty to do.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 25-03-1950 
Hednesford: Tighe; Perks and Claybrook; Robinson, Dew and Howe; 
Nicholls, Large, Onslow, Walsh and Homer.
Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; 
Slack, Conroy, Jayes, Gimour and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to The Cross Keys to take on 
Hednesford Town in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough found themselves 3-1 down after little more than 
half-an-hour, but fought back with great spirit, reduced the 
lead just before the interval, drew level after 70 minutes – 
and snatched victory four minutes from the end. It was their 
eleventh successive game without defeat, nine having been 
won and two drawn.

Architect of most of Hednesford’s first half attacks was Walsh, 
the ex-Walsall player, whose astute passes gave both wingers, 
Homer and Nicholls full scope to use their speed. Homer 
opened the scoring for Hednesford after just seven minutes, 
but Gilmour put the visitors level on 16 minutes, after he 
was put through by Slack and drew the keeper, Tighe, before 
shooting into an empty net.

Hednesford looked dangerous when attacking down the 
flanks and right-winger Nicholls gave Carter a real headache, 
leaving him standing on a number of occasions, and weighing 
in with two of the goals that gave the home side a 3-1 lead.

When things looked at their blackest for Borough Kelly’s 
inspiring work at right-half rallied them. Tackling like a 
tiger he took the ball through and literally pushed the 
forwards into action with a whole string of wing and down-
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the-middle passes. So, gradually but very surely Borough 
forced themselves back into the game and their efforts were 
rewarded when three minutes after Hednesford’s third goal, 
Jayes reduced their lead. Slack made all the running by 
taking the ball to the corner flag, beating the left back and 
coming along the goal-line before putting across a perfect 
pass for Jayes, whose shot entered the net via the underside 
of the bar and the teams crossed over at half-time with the 
home side holding a narrow 3-2 lead.

For 25 minutes after half-time neither side could claim any 
real advantage. Hednesford continued to swing the ball about 
freely and to bring into full play their scoring wingers. On the 
other hand, Borough, favouring the close-passing game, were 
equally menacing and both goals had narrow squeaks.

It continued to be anybody’s game until the half was 25 
minutes’ old when, in a desperate Borough attack, Slack 
hooked the ball in from the corner of the penalty area to 
bring the scores level.

Then, with but four minutes left for play, came Campbell’s 
dramatic winner. A free-kick on the touch line midway in 
the Hednesford half was admirably placed in front of the 
Hednesford net by Carter. A desperate situation developed. 
A shot from Conroy was pushed onto the face of the bar by 
Tighe and as the ball rebounded, Campbell nipped in to drive 
it home. The shocks were not over, for in the last minute, 
Thompson gave away a corner which was only cleared after a 
terrific struggle.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 01-04-1950 
Wolves A: Clifton; Paxton and Gibbons; Buxton, Casey and Clark; Hewitt, 
Burton, Holmes, Flanagan and Ford.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Conroy, Brandham, Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough travelled to Dudley to face Wolves A in a Birmingham 
Combination game.

After easily holding their own against a strong wind in the first 
half and crossing over with the scores level at 1-1, Borough 
had little difficulty in beating a very moderate Wolves A side.

Indeed, had Borough’s second half finishing been good, they 
would have won by a wider margin, for the Wolves were 
practically penned in their own half. It was practically one-
way traffic during this period.

In the first-half, Wolves, although having a fairly good share 
of the play, caused little trouble to the Borough defence until 
the last ten minutes of the half when Hewitt hit a post and 
then Burton equalised a goal headed by Brandham after 32 
minutes from Slack’s centre.

Five minutes after half-time Conroy gave Borough the lead, 
heading through after Clifton had pushed an awkward 
dropping shot from slack onto the crossbar.

After 33 minutes, Slack made the issue safe with a third goal 
after breaking through down the middle.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 03-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Gilmour, Jayes, Whitcroft and Campbell.
Darlaston: Barry; Knowles and Martin; McGowan, Hodgkiss and Groves; 
Alcott, Walton, Peace and Sawyer and Hughes.

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game. Tommy Whitcroft came back into the side 
for the first time since breaking his ankle on October 22.

Whitcroft supplied that extra dash and bite which has been 
missing since Ken Plant went to Bury. This was Borough’s 
thirteenth game without suffering defeat – but at one time 
it looked as though it might very well prove their unlucky 
13. For after conceding a freak goal in the third minute, the 
half-way stage of the second half had been reached – each 
half was limited to 35 minutes owing to the late arrival of the 
Darlaston team – before they got on level terms.

When, just before the equaliser did come, goalkeeper Barry 
magnificently saved a header from Jayes which appeared 
a winner all the way – well, it looked as though they never 
would get the ball into the net.

Then, at the 16th minute Whitcroft did the trick. Two minutes 
later Gilmour converted a penalty for handball and Whitcroft 
quickly added a third and then a fourth just before the end. 
Although it took Borough some time to get an equaliser, they 
called the tune from start to finish and carried out a whole 
series of cleverly executed attacks on the Darlaston goal. But, 
in the anxiety to score they became reckless at close quarters.

The unluckiest forward on the Borough side was Jayes, who 
led the line well and deserved at least a couple of goals. In fact, 
with Whitcroft back in the line, the Borough forwards played 
their snappiest football for weeks, with Slack brilliant in the 
first half. There was not only cleverness to commend their 
work, but far more punch than we have seen for a long time.

If Borough experienced any trouble at all, it was of their own 
making. Thompson had a very shaky time in the first-half and 
was concerned with Barber in giving the visitors a goal start.

When full-back Martin banged a ball high down the middle, 
both Thompson and Barber were at fault – Thompson for not 
gathering the ball and kicking away, and Barber for coming 
out too far and allowing a rearing ball to escape his grasp and 
trickle to Peache, who touched the ball into the net.

Plant Gets His Chance
Ken Plant, former Borough centre-forward, gets his first 
chance in the Bury first team tomorrow, when he plays 
against Grimsby.

Second son of Mr and Mrs Bert Plant, of 9 Poyser Road, 
Hill Top, Ken has been playing regularly in Bury’s Central 
League side since being transferred from Borough in 
January, and has scored several goals.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 08-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Jayes, Whitcroft, Gilmour and Campbell.
Tamworth: Crowhurst; Jenks and Gardiner; Godderidge, Wood and 
Craven; Faulkner, Lewis, Hughes, Butler and Adams.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

An ill-directed back-pass by Bond, which was intended for 
Barber, but never reached him and led to an easy Tamworth 
goal, nearly cost Borough a league point on Saturday.

Kicking with a strong cross-wind in their favour, Borough 
scored twice without reply in the first-half through Jayes and 
Gilmour, who headed home centres by wingers Campbell and 
Slack respectively.

It was only three minutes after the interval when Bond erred 
for Lewis to score with ease. This gift goal put Borough 
temporarily out of stride and ten minutes later Hughes 
levelled the scores.

For a time it was anybody’s game, but then Borough came 
back strongly, penned in their opponents and got the winning 
goal through Jayes ten minutes from the end.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 10-04-1950 
Tamworth: Crowhurst; Jenks and Gardiner; Godderidge, Wood and 
Craven; Faulkner, Lewis, Hughes, Butler and Adams.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
North, Jayes, Whitcroft and Campbell.

Borough travelled to The Lamb to take on Tamworth in a 
Birmingham Combination fixture.

Barber has played so many fine games in the Borough goal 
this season that it is difficult to have to record that he cost his 
side a precious league point by an astounding blunder in the 
very last minute of this game on Monday.

Hughes, who had been moved out of the centre on to the left 
wing, owing partly to weak leadership and partly to injury, 
received the ball well out in an unmarked position and he 
immediately shot for goal.

There was no merit at all in the shot – except, possibly, that it 
was straight – and everybody was amazed to see it pass into 
the net when it should have been easily dealt with.

It was hard lines on the Borough who deserved both points 
because of their comeback after appearing likely to succumb 
under persistent second-half pressure by Tamworth, who had 
held out manfully against a half-gale in the first half.

At the height of the strong Tamworth second half onslaught, 
Hudson came out of his own penalty area with the ball at 
his feet. Off he streaked upfield, over the halfway line and 
practically into the Tamworth penalty area, before slipping a 
perfect pass to Slack, whose ideal centre was cracked into the 
net by Jayes. This model goal came 20 minutes from the end.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 11-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Bond, West and Cuer; Slack, 
Conroy, Brandham, Mone and Campbell.
Bedworth: Lambton; O’Brien and Kelly; Keeble, Attwood and Woolley; 
Kirkaldie, Spacey, Smith, McKeown and Setchell.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup.

Considering they were without Kelly, Thompson, Gilmour, 
Jayes and Whitcroft, Borough put up a good show against the 
“Greenbacks” in this match on Tuesday. Unable to call upon 
their regular Reserve team players as they were engaged in 
the final of the Coalville Cup, it looked as though Bedworth 
would win in a canter. But not a bit of it.

Territorially there was little in it and Borough carried out 
quite a few neatly conceived moves. Where they failed – and 
failed badly – was in front of goal.

Bedworth’s finishing was not a great deal better. Apart from 
the two goals – both gifts – the only shots of note came from 
Kirkaldie, who rattled the crossbar and Setchell, whose effort 
was saved by Barber.

Barber made a hack of a none too difficult Smith shot after 
11 minutes. He got his hands to the ball, which he allowed to 
run up his body and go over his head into the net. Carter got 
their second goal after 35 minutes by putting past his own 
goalkeeper when attempting a back pass.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 12-04-1950 
Dudley: Birch; Bates and Longford; Clark, Aston and Morgan; Whittall, 
Masefield, Handley, Moore and Brookes.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Bond, Thompson and North; 
Slack, Gilmour, Grimwood, Mone and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town to play a 
Birmingham Combination game.

This was Frank Grimwood’s day. Deputising as leader of the 
attack in the absence through injury of Jayes, he scored three 
grand goals at Dudley on Wednesday and put the other on a 
plate for Mone.

His first goal about ten minutes after half-time was right out 
of the book. He secured possession just inside his own half, 
dashed straight ahead, rounded the tall Aston, and when 
challenged by another defender, transferred the ball to his 
right foot and left goalkeeper Birch standing with a sizzling 
ground shot.

He got his second from a perfect through-pass from Campbell, 
who had changed places with the injured Gilmour. Grimwood 
fastened on to the ball, cut right through, and as the 
goalkeeper advanced drove the ball into the empty net.

His third came when a defender tried to make a pass back to 
his goalkeeper. Grimwood nipped between them and from an 
almost impossibly acute angle slammed the ball through. Not 
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satisfied he chased another ball and from almost off the dead 
ball line passed so perfectly that Mone merely had to touch 
the ball through.

All these goals came within a period of about a quarter of 
an hour. Prior to Grimwood’s first goal, oddly enough, it 
appeared as though neither side would score if the game 
went on until Christmas! Afterwards it was merely a case of 
how many goals Borough would score. Dudley just folded up.

Hudson was absent from right-back but his deputy Scattergood, 
was the best back on the field, kicking and covering up with 
uncanny judgment. Bond appeared at right-half for Kelly, who 
was injured, while North did a good job of work at left-half.

Big Fee For Betts
Former Borough outside left 24-year-old Eric Betts, who 
was transferred to Walsall last close season, has now 
been transferred to West Ham at what is described as a 
‘substantial’ fee. One paper puts the figure at £8,000.

Prior to coming to Nuneaton, Betts had played for 
Coventry City and Mansfield Town.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 15-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Bennett and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
North, Grimwood, Mone and Campbell.
Walsall: Broadaway; Humphries and Ross; McLaughlin, Newman and 
Howe; Montgomery, Corbett, Whitehouse, Watkiss and Giles.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

This was Borough’s first defeat in 17 league games, yet it just 
about put paid to their championship hopes. The remarkable 
thing is that they ought not to have lost; they should have 
been four goals up before Walsall ever looked like scoring. 
First Mone missed a sitter. Then Campbell scored after 40 
minutes from North’s centre.

Six minutes after half-time a Walsall defender handled a 
Grimwood header to save a certain goal. Grimwood took the 
spot kick, but his weak effort was easily saved by Broadaway. 
Shortly afterwards Grimwood, with only the goalkeeper to 
beat, screwed the ball wide.

Then came the shocks. After 16 minutes in the second half, 
Thompson brought down a Walsall forward in the area. 
Whitehouse converted the penalty. Three minutes later the 
same player, unmarked, easily scored a second.

After this Borough put on full steam and though they 
attacked persistently seldom looked like scoring. Then came 
a casual Walsall raid. Thompson, in trying to head away, put 
the ball to Corbett who had a clear course for goal and scored 
with ease. This third goal came six minutes from the end.

One of the principal reasons for Borough’s defeat was that 
they persisted in putting the ball in the air – and the tall 
Newman, the Walsall pivot, had a field day.

Bennett, taking Hudson’s place at right back, gave a most 
promising display.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 17-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Campbell, Jayes, Mone and Lyman.
West Brom: Hayfield; Howell and Hilton; Homer, Adams and Insley; 
McIlvanny, Payne, Taylor, Evans and Barker.

Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

After outplaying West Brom A from almost the first kick to the 
last, Borough had to be content with a 1-1 draw. It was one way 
traffic to the Albion goal, and the visitors had a whole series 
of fortunate escapes. But credit must be given to Hayfield, the 
Albion goalkeeper for a number of excellent saves.

Both before and after Mone gave them the lead in the 34th 
minute, following good work by Jayes and Lyman, Borough 
did much as they pleased, and kept the Albion defence 
working at full stretch. Indeed, everything went on serenely 
for the home side until 24 minutes after half-time when from 
a breakaway, Taylor levelled the scores with a well-placed 
shot. Borough threw everything into attack after this shock, 
but just couldn’t get a winner.

Albion were a very lucky side, although Borough had only 
themselves to blame for dropping another point. They should 
have won by a handsome margin.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 19-04-1950 
Moor Green: Taylor; Liddle and Smith; Croton, Chadwick and Cheshire; 
Handy, Tibbins, Davies, Mackenzie and Jakeman.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Gilmour, Jayes, North and P. Cronin.

Borough travelled to the Moorlands to take on Moor Green in 
a Birmingham Combination match.

After two greatly disappointing home displays, Borough 
produced their best away form against Moor Green on 
Wednesday night, and ended the “Moors” recent run of 
successes with an emphatic win. So outclassed was the home 
side the the score might easily have been doubled and no-
one could have complained.

After scoring first through right-half Croton after 20 minutes – 
a high lobbing shot from practically off the touchline did the 
trick – Moor Green were given an object lesson in the real arts 
of the game. Before the cheers which greeted that goal had 
died down, Borough were level.

A ball down the middle by North immediately following the 
re-start caught the home defence napping. Jayes ran clean 
through completely unchallenged to shoot hard into the net 
as goalkeeper Taylor came out to meet him.

After that Borough played copy-book football and time and 
time again the “Moors” defence was split wide open. In the 
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30th minute P. Cronin, playing on the left wing, was brought 
down a few yards from goal when cutting in, and from the spot 
kick Slack gave Borough the lead with a perfectly placed shot.

Twenty-two minutes after half-time, a picture move ended in 
a clever goal by Jayes, whose hook shot left the goalkeeper 
helpless. North missed an easy chance in the next minute, 
while a short while before Jayes’ goal, Gilmour hit the post 
with the goalkeeper nowhere at hand.

Jayes was the best player on the field with Jim Kelly 
oustanding among the defenders. He and Slack had a field 
day against Smith and Cheshire who were run off their feet.

FA Cup Not A Money Spinner
- says Borough Official

“With regard to making a pile in the English Cup, we’d like 
to know how it is done, because we didn’t,” commented 
a Nuneaton Borough FC representative at a meeting in 
Birmingham on Monday of professional non-league clubs, 
who have met to discuss the possible formation of an FA 
Intermediate Cup with the final at Wembley.

“We lost £150 on the preliminary rounds this season,” 
commented the Atherstone Town representative.

“Our loss on the FA Cup preliminary stage was £90,” said the 
Denaby United representative.

The meeting passed a resolution, proposed by Denaby United 
and seconded by Stafford Rangers, requesting the FA to 
organise a National FA Intermediate Cup for professional clubs 
outside the Football League with the final tie at Wembley.

An amendment proposed by Lytham and seconded by 
Worcester City agreeing that the FA should be asked to form 
the new competition, but retaining the non-League clubs 
right to enter the existing FA Cup, received the support of five 
representatives.

Almost every representative who spoke made the point that the 
FA Cup, for the majority of non-League clubs at any rate, is not a 
money spinner. The Lancashire Combination club, Netherfield, 
revealed that it was not until the First Round Proper that they 
balanced their budget on the FA Cup this season.

The Lytham representative, Mr Pickles, who proposed the 
amendment, thought that if the new competition was going 
to deter non-League clubs from entering the FA Cup then it 
was a step in the wrong direction.

“The danger as I see” he said “is that if this recommendation 
goes through we shall never again have the chance of 
meeting a League club.”

Replying to Mr Pickles, Mr J. Cringan, manager of Banbury 
Spencer, who organised the meeting and who first proposed 
the idea of a new competition made this observation: “What 
honour is there in being knocked out by a League club compared 
with going to Wembley to play for a national trophy?”...

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 20-04-1950 
Lockheed: Jones, Oakes and Stockley; Lingard, Latham and Brown; 
Henn, Kerry, Bennett, Draper and Eden.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Cuer; Slack, 
Campbell, Grimwood, Mone and Cronin

Borough travelled to the Windmill Ground on Thursday 
evening for a Birmingham Combination game.

The home side, struggling in the lower reaches of the table, 
forced a 2-2 draw, putting the Borough’s chances of retaining 
the Tillotson Cup in jeopardy. Mone and Campbell got 
Borough’s goals.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 22-04-1950 
Banbury: Saunders; Screen and Quinney; Williams, Woodward and 
Aston; Wilson, Hunt, Ball, Zambra and D. Saunders.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Mone, Jayes, North and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

After this defeat it seems Borough will have to fight very hard 
even to win the Tillotson Trophy. There is no doubt that the 
players are getting the worse for wear, for this was a match 
which normally they would have won without much trouble.

They had far more of the game than Banbury, yet only 
once did they really look like scoring – in the first half when 
Saunders made a brilliant full-length save from a Hudson 
free-kick just outside the penalty area.

The defence was shaky under pressure, and things were not 
improved when Thompson was injured shortly after half-
time, and finished the game on the left-wing.

Borough were also weak in the two inside forward positions, 
and with Slack, Jayes and Campbell below their best – well it 
can be well understood why goals seldom looked like coming.

The only goal of the match came about 12 minutes after half-
time when, after Ball had shot against a post, D. Saunders 
banged the rebound hard into the net.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 24-04-1950 
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Hudson, Kelly and Bond; 
Slack, L. Cronin, Jayes, Whitcroft and Lyman.
Stafford: Stanford; Heath and Williams; Jones, Mellor and Beatty; Price, 
Jones, Phillips, Marriott and Evans.

Borough welcomed Stafford Rangers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough completely ran Stafford off their feet and it was a 
one-horse race from first kick to last. And the reason for such 
a remarkable reversal of form? It could mainly be traced to 
the introduction into the two inside forward positions of 
Leo Cronin and Whitcroft. Cronin added craft and speed and 
Whitcroft the punch.
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An interesting experiment was the inclusion of Scattergood at 
right back and the moving up to right-half of Hudson. Scattergood 
gave an impeccable display of clean kicking; Hudson was not at 
home in the wing-half position, though always a great trier, and he 
finished the game with a grand goal – a shot from the corner of the 
penalty area which entered the net right under the angle of the 
upright and crossbar.

Whitcroft set the ball rolling with a couple of goals from hard 
drives. Slack got the third in the last minute of the opening 
half from a penalty kick after a defender had used his hands 
to prevent a certain goal. Slack got the fourth 12 minutes 
after half-time when following a Jayes’ corner kick, he 
headed through after the ball had come back off the face of 
the crossbar.

Three minutes from the end Slack waltzed through the 
Stafford defence and rolled the ball on to the penalty spot 
for Lyman to pick his spot in the net. Hudson rounded off the 
scoring in the last minute.

Stafford were so badly outplayed that Barber might just have 
well have stayed at home. He had only one good shot to save.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 26-04-1950 

Borough made the short journey to The Oval to take on 
Bedworth Town in the final of the Bedworth Charity Cup.

Borough took the trophy with a thoroughly convincing 
4-0 win. The goals were scored by Reserve team striker 
Dickenson, who got two, P. Cronin and Grimwood.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 27-04-1950 

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game on Thursday evening.

The home side kept alive their fading hopes of retaining 
the Tillotson Trophy with a 2-0 win. Whitcroft and Slack 
got the goals.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 29-04-1950 
Atherstone: Allen; Roberts and Lovering; Marshall, Shilton and Egan; 
Grant, Pulfrey, Phillips, Cresswell and Duggins.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Hudson, Kelly and Bond; 
Slack, Gilmour, Whitcroft, Campbell and Lyman.

Borough made the short journey to Sheepy Road to face 
Atherstone Town in a Birmingham Combination fixture.

Not only did the “Adders” become the first team to complete 
the double over the Borough this season, but they also just 
about put paid to the visitors’ chances of carrying off the 
Tillotson Cup for the second successive year.

Borough had only themselves to blame for losing, for 
the “Adders” were a very moderate side indeed. Shoddy 
defensive play and poor forward work – Slack alone shone – 
brought about the Borough’s defeat.

There was little to choose between the sides in the first half 

and the interval score of 1-1 was a true reflection of the 
actual run of the play.

But in the second half the visitors just fell to pieces and the 
“Adders” got two well-deserved goals.

Borough have given some very indifferent displays recently 
but none less impressive than this. From start to finish the 
attack was all at sixes and sevens and never looked like 
settling down. The defence also revealed many flaws. After 
escaping from an early penalty kick – Barber had no great 
difficulty in saving Grant’s ill-directed kick – Duggins netted 
for the home side with a hard drive after 10 minutes. Slack 
headed an equaliser from Campbell’s centre 10 minutes 
before half-time.

Nineteen minutes after half-time, Grant again gave 
Atherstone the lead after Barber had partially saved from 
Phillips; and Kelly settled the issue when he put through his 
own goal after 35 minutes.

 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 01-05-1950 
West Brom A: Hatfield; Insley and Hilton; Rawlins, Brierley and Inwood; 
Morrow, Evans, Hodgkinson, Russell and Barker.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Cronin, Grimwood, Whitcroft and Lyman.

Borough faced West Brom A in a game at Manor Park which was 
a home Birmingham Combination fixture for the “Baggies”.

Albion put a strong side out and were obviously intent on 
making Borough’s journey as hard as possible. And hard it 
was. Indeed, it was not until about three minutes from the 
end that Slack settled the issue with a penalty kick after 
an Albion defender had pushed up his hand to a centre by 
Carter, who, like practically everyone else in the side, had 
joined in a whole series of assaults on the Albion goal in a 
desperate effort to snatch victory.

It was justice that Borough won with a penalty as they should 
have had two others, one when Slack was hacked down from 
behind when bursting through and another when an Albion 
full-back handled Lyman’s shot. Borough’s main headache 
in the first-half was the Morrow-Evans wing. Given too much 
rope by Carter and West, they led attack after attack on 
the Borough goal. Once they had been properly covered, 
the Albion just faded out of the picture and the second half 
became a thoroughly one-side affair with all the excitement 
around the Albion goal

The visitors opened the scoring after 20 minutes when a 
right-wing cross found Russell unmarked and he netted. Five 
minutes later Grimwood levelled the score with a fast oblique 
drive, but dead on half-time Barker put the Albion ahead 
from a corner.

Ten minutes or so after half time Lyman headed a perfect goal 
from a Cronin corner kick, and three minutes from the end 
came Slack’s penalty kick, which left goalkeeper Hatfield with 
no earthly chance.
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Borough supporters have had little to shout about recently, 
but this success was sweet music indeed.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 04-05-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and West; Slack, 
Cronin, Grimwood, Whitcroft, Lyman.
Bromsgrove: Adams; Davenport and Williams; Murray, Wainwright and 
Gallear; Giles, Brain, Oldnall, Millerchap and Eustace.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for the 
penultimate Birmingham Combination game of the season.

The destination of the Tillotson Cup was still left undecided 
after this drawn game on Thursday night. The result was a fair 
one, and both sides missed chances of snatching a deciding 
goal late in the second half. Twice Borough went ahead only 
for the Rovers to fight back and equalise.

Bromsgrove finished the game the stronger and missed two 
easy chances of going ahead, while in the dying minutes 
Lyman failed with the goal at his mercy. The visitors got both 
their goals while Carter, Borough’s left-back, was in hospital 
having a finger wound stitched.

Lyman opened Borough’s account with a header from a 
Cronin centre after 39 minutes and Millerchap equalised one 
minute before half-time with a brilliant shot.

Four minutes after the interval Slack put Nuneaton ahead 
again from a penalty after Lyman had been fouled and Brain 
put through from a Giles’ corner kick to level the scores for 
the second time.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 06-05-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Bennett; Bond, Kelly and Carter; Slack, 
Grimwood, Jayes, Dickenson and Lyman.
Wolves A: Cooper; Paxton and Short; Davies, Batchelor and Jarman; 
Hewitt, T. Dunn, Whitfield, Rowley and Gray.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for the final 
Birmingham Combination game of the 1949-50 season.

Even if Borough had won this game, Bromsgrove would still 
have carried off the Tillotson Cup, having drawn 0-0 at The 
Hawthorns. Frankly, Borough never looked like winning, even 
though it was their last chance of finishing runners-up to near 
neighbours Bedworth.

The truth is, that under the strain of three or four games 
a week for about a month, the players have become so 
tired, and so swapped and changed has been the team – 
sometimes with and sometimes without good reason – well, 
the side has just fallen to bits and pieces.

The treacherous ground made good football right out of the 
question – and the only clever play we saw came from the 
young Wolves, who like Borough, seldom looked like scoring. 
A draw was a fair result as neither side deserved to win.

Dickenson, a lanky youth from the Reserves, made his debut 
and though a bit on the slow side, he had ideas and tried to 

play football. He was as good as any of the other forwards 
and provided a through-pass from which Jayes should have 
scored mid-way through the second-half and nearly won the 
game with a header in the dying minutes.

In the absence of Thompson, who was playing for the Rest 
of the League team against Bedworth, Kelly did well to keep 
Whitfield quiet. On the whole each team’s defence held the 
upper hand throughout. Borough’s forwards were ragged and 
lacked ideas. All told this was a typical end-of-season display. 
It was almost completely devoid of inspiration and enthusiasm.

End Of Season Dinner
“I know my directors are keen to see first-class football in 
Nuneaton the same as myself, but there is a long way to go 
yet. There are other clubs with the same idea, but if we get 
the support, I think in a few years first class football will be 
seen in Nuneaton.”

So stated Mr Colin Lyman, player-manager of Nuneaton 
Borough FC, speaking at a repast at the Peacock Hotel on 
Friday night, when the presentation of trophies took place.

Mr H. Watkins, chairman of the directors, who presided, 
thanked Mr Lyman, Nick Carter (first-team captain), Mr Bill 
Boffin and Mr Roy Tromans (second team managers), 
Dr McIlveen (club doctor), and the trainers for their services. 
He also thanked the ambulance men for the attention they had 
given on the field when players had been injured, and “the man 
who has done most of the work,” Mr C. P. Osborne, secretary. 
“How he has stood up to it I don’t know,” said Mr Watkins.

In reply, Mr Lyman said his stay at Nuneaton had been a very 
happy one. He had such a grand lot of lads with him that his 
task had been very easy. Everyone had pulled their weight.

Their progress in the FA Cup was a mark in the history of 
Nuneaton, which put the town on the map. He thanked Mr 
Osborne, who had been a big help to him in his first two years 
as manager. “Without him,” said Mr Lyman, “I don’t know 
how I should have made a success of it.”
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“Next year,” he concluded, “I am not going to make any 
promises, but I think we can go just as far in the FA Cup as this 
year.” Mr F. C. (Nick) Carter said if the team had not gone so 
far in the FA Cup he thought they would have certainly won 
the Birmingham Combination championship.

Cheque For Cronin

Mr F. J. Perry (vice-chairman of Borough FC) is here seen presenting a 
cheque for £161 10s. 6d. to Leo Cronin, who completed five years’ service 
with the club last season.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

As a result of his benefit match, a cheque for £161 10s. 6d. was 
presented to Leo Cronin by Mr F. J. Perry (vice-chairman of the 
directors). “Leo has done well and is still a good player,” said 
Mr Perry. “I hope he will sign for us next season and that he will 
be with us for another five seasons. I have been attached to 
football in Nuneaton for a number of years and I have handled 
the benefits of several players. As far as Leo is concerned, it is 
the best we have had.” He thought the sum of £161 10s. 6d. 
was a very good effort from a Birmingham Combination club, 
and said that Derby County had already been thanked for the 
way they had made the benefit match a success. He mentioned 
that next season two more players, Nick Carter and Jim Kelly, 
were due for benefit matches.

Responding, Cronin said he hoped he would be with the club 
for another five seasons. He thanked the directors, players, 
supporters and everyone who had assisted to make his 
benefit a success.

Champions At Third Attempt
Proposing the toast: “The Leicestershire Senior League,” Mr 
R. Carris said the Borough Reserves had been member of the 
league for three years. The first year they came third in the 
league, the second year they came second, and the third year 
they had won the championship cup. The Leicestershire Senior 
League was a very important league as far as the Borough 
was concerned and as far as many English League clubs were 

concerned. It was one of the leagues that could not be done 
without in the world of sport. He praised the work of the 
secretary of the league, Mr E. R. McLachlan, and congratulated 
Bill Scattergood and the Reserves’ team on their fine effort in 
winning the league at the third time of asking.

Mr McLachlan, who responded, said the league lay under the 
shadow of bigger counties than themselves, and at times 
it had been difficult to keep the standard of football at the 
required level.

Mr McLachlan presented the Leicestershire Senior League 
championship Cup to Bill Scattergood, the Reserves’ captain, 
and miniature cups to each member of the side.

Mr R. Eden, of the Birmingham County FA, who attended 
during the proceedings, hoped the Borough FC would have 
an even more successful season next year than last.

The toast “The Visitors” was proposed by Mr F. Carris, Mr E. 
Adams (secretary of the Coalville Charity Cup) responding.

The Nuneaton Railway Orphans’ Cup and the Bedworth 
Charity Cup were on view. Late arrivals at the gathering were 
Alf Wood and Dick Mason, former Nuneaton players now with 
Coventry City.

Borough Announce First New Signings
Nuneaton Borough FC announced their first new signings 
yesterday afternoon.

They are Percival Perry, an outside-left, and Harold 
Walton, a wing-half or inside-forward.

Twenty-four-year-old Perry played for Coalville Town 
last season and was regarded as the best left winger 
in the Leicestershire Senior League. Formerly with 
Loughborough Brush, Perry is a natural left-footer with a 
fine turn of speed and a good shot.

Walton, aged 25, has had English League experience with 
Leicester City and Southend United.

Players who have re-signed are player-manager Colin 
Lyman, who is under agreement until 1951, A. Barber, 
C. Hudson, F. Carter, J. Kelly, W. Thompson, W. Bond, 
L. Slack, G. Jayes, T. Whitcroft, W. Scattergood, L. Cronin, 
F. Grimwood, D. Sullivan, R. Dickenson, D. Clare, R. Cuer 
and J. Campbell.

Season Review 1949-50
If the 1949-50 football season proved anything to Nuneaton 
Borough FC, it is that until they get three good inside men, 
especially a really capable centre-forward, they cannot hope 
to win the Birmingham Combination championship.

Never at any time was the team strong at inside-forward, but 
as long as Ken Plant was there to snap up goals – well the 
team did not do at all badly. But once Plant had gone – he 
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was transferred to Bury immediately after Borough’s exit 
from the FA Cup – the trouble started. Never was his position 
adequately filled, and the weakness in the three inside 
positions became more apparent as the season progressed.

Struggle For Goals
With the spearhead of the attack missing, the struggle for goals 
was really on. For a time the side managed. Then came the end 
of the season rush of midweek games. Players became stale 
and leg-weary. Scarcely a game passed without someone was 
injured – and the chances of winning the league championship 
and, later on, the Tillotson Cup vanished. In the end the club 
had to be satisfied with third place in the league.

It was a most disapointing end to a season which at one time 
promised so much.

The FA Cup Run
Highlight of the season was, of course, the reaching of the third 
round proper of the FA Cup – a really remarkable performance, 
and one which earned for the club civic recognition.

Taken by and large the defence has not done too badly. The 
fact that in league matches it conceded fewer goals – 40 – 
than any other side in the league is proof of that. The trouble 
all along the line has been the attack.

Slack was easily the most consistent forward. He gave many 
brilliant displays at outside-right, and towards the end of 
the season proved himself the penalty king of the side. This 
was ironic as, earlier on points had been dropped through an 
inability to take advantage of penalty kicks.

In defence Hudson, the never-say-die Carter, Kelly and Barber 
have done all that was asked of them. Although he had one 
or two lapses towards the end of the season, Barber proved 
himself a goalkeeper of great ability, especially as this was his 
first season in this class of football. Thompson played many 
sound games but on other occasions he was not nearly so good.

Records
Borough’s record in all matches was:

P54, W32, D8, L14

In the League their record was:

P38, W24, D9, L5, F92, A40, Pts 57

The goal scorers were: Jayes and Slack (5 pens) 16 each; 
Grimwood 15; Plant 14; Whitcroft 10; Gilmour 9; Hackland 
7; Lyman and Campbell 6; Brandham 5; Kelly, Carter, 
Shepherd and Conroy 4; Mone 3; L. Cronin, Bond, Hudson and 
Opponent 1 each. Total 127.

Grimwood’s 11 Goals
It is interesting to note that in only 16 league games with the 
first team Grimwood scored 15 goals. As Grimwood had also 
scored 26 goals with the Reserves, making a total of 41 goals, 
he has been far and away the club’s most prolific scorer

Birmingham Combination Final Table 1949-1950 
 P W D L F A Pts
Bedworth Town 38 28  6  4 111  43 62
Bromsgrove Rovers 38 25  9  4  98  42 59
Nuneaton Borough 38 24  9  5  92  40 57
Atherstone Town 38 24  5  9  79  51 53
Walsall Reserves 38 20  5 13  88  60 45
Hinckley Athletic 38 19  7 12  71  49 45
Tamworth 38 16 12 10  80  61 44
Banbury Spencer 38 19  5 14  63  52 43
Stourbridge 38 18  3 17  81  75 39
Dudley Town 38 16  7 15  57  72 39
Moor Green 38 13  7 18  62  73 33
Bilston 38 14  3 21  63  73 31
Hednesford 38 12  7 19  65  84 31
Stafford Rangers 38 10 11 17  53  71 31
Wolves “A” 38 11  8 19  61  68 30
Darlaston 38 12  6 20  71  93 30
Redditch 38 13  3 22  63  69 29
West Brom “A” 38  7 14 17  54  62 28
Lockheed 38 10  4 24  49  96 24
City Transport 38  2  3 33  34 161  7

McKeown Signs For Borough
Nuneaton Borough FC have announced the signing of 
Jim McKeown, who has been with Bedworth for the past 
two and a half seasons.

McKeown is recognised as one of the best inside-lefts in 
the Birmingham Combination and has been a prolific 
goalscorer with the “Greenbacks”.

Previously he was with Coventry City and joined Bedworth 
when on the open-to-transfer list. With his signing 
Nuneaton expect to fill a much-needed forward problem.

Borough Sign New Inside-Right
Borough officials have announced the signature of Ralph 
Dulson, a professional.

Dulson, an inside-right, was last season with Linby 
Colliery, champions of the Central Alliance , and was one 
of the league’s most prolific goal-getters.

Efforts were made to secure Dulson’s signature mid-way 
through last season, but the transfer fee demanded was 
considered too high.

Dulson is a nephew of Charles Dulson, who played 
centre-half for the old Nuneaton Town Club in the 1930-
31 season.
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Bedworth Town — Extra 
Preliminary Round
Nuneaton travelled to The Oval to 
take on Bedworth Town in an Extra 
Preliminary Round FA Cup tie.
Bedworth: Lambton; O’Brien and Woodley; 
Harris, Keeble and Attwood; Greenway, J. 
Spacey, P. Spacey, Smith, McKeown, Kirkaldie 
and Grant.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter;  Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Cronin, Grimwood, 
Jayes, Gilmour and Campbell.

Pirate Programmes
Pirate Programmes, usually on 
sale at Football League matches, 
made their bow in local football last 
Saturday when unofficial illustrated 
leaflets found a ready market among 
the 7,554 crowd at Bedworth Oval.

Grimwood, deputising for Hackland, 
who pulled a muscle while training, got 
Borough off to a flyer with a goal in the 
first minute. Jayes scored Borough’s 
other goals, with a hook over the 
advancing Lambton’s head after 
Campbell had made the running, and 
with a left-footed shot in the corner of 
the net as the goalkeeper again came 
out to meet him.

Campbell and Gilmour again 
interchanged cleverly, but Cronin 
could have been more useful had he 
attempted to cut in and go for a goal 
instead of veering out with the ball 
to the right wing corner flag. With the 
Borough attack so obviously limited in 
shooting ability, this would have been 
a sounder policy.

Kelly and Hudson, as usual were 
untiring, but Carter and Scattergood 
were below their best. Carter has 
slowed up considerably this season for 
the wing half position.

For 20 minutes after the interval, the 
Borough made a tactical mistake in 
going completely on the defensive. 
This not only gave the Bedworth 
side greater incentive to wipe off the 
arrears, but made them look a far 
better side than they actually were.

Bad marking by Borough defenders, 
Thompson excluded, gave Bedworth 
a free kick at the ball every time, but 
Barber with brilliant full-length saves, 
managed to keep his goal intact. 

The Borough were lucky on one 
occasion when a perfect cross from 
the right was missed by two unmarked 
Bedworth forwards with the goal at 
their mercy. From this point, Nuneaton 
appeared to realise the futility of their 
purely defensive policy, which was by 
no means of the highest order, as well 
as the possible consequences.

They began to steadily attack the 
“Greenbacks” goal and once again 
Bedworth’s weakness in defence was 
clearly exposed. The Borough finished 
up as much on top as they had been in 
the early stages, but with a difference – 
they just couldn’t increase their lead.

Bedworth’s goal was scored by Grant 
and was a fitting reward for their sheer 
determination. It was a goal for which 
Carter must shoulder the blame. 
Instead of clearing a harmless looking 
ball upfield, he delayed his kick and 
was dispossessed by McKeown, whose 
pass gave Grant a chance, which he 
readily accepted.

Borough were good value for their win. 
They pulled that little extra out of the 
bag in the first scintillating 20 minutes 
which made all the difference and 
which stood them in good stead for the 
rest of the game.

Moira United — 1st Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Leicestershire 
Senior League side Moira United to 
Manor Park for a 1st Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Barber; Scattergood and Carter;  
Kelly, Thompson and Hudson; Cronin, 
Grimwood, Shepherd, Jayes and Lyman.

Moira: Proudman; Marston and Hart; Lucas, 
Sidwell and Litherland; Carey, Gough, 
Warrilow, Wilkins and Harrison.

Chief interest in this game lay in the 
appearance at centre-forward of 

Shepherd, late of Preston Reserves 
and Stalybridge Celtic. It can be said 
right away that Shepherd is no football 
artist, but he is very fast, full of dash 
and certainly isn’t afraid to have a go.

Moira were a goal behind after nine 
minutes when Carey put through his 
own goal in attempting to clear a Jayes 
centre. Shepherd increased Borough’s 
lead six minutes later when he dashed 
through following a Kelly pass and 
a Cronin centre to beat goalkeeper 
Proudman with a well-placed shot.

The centre-forward scored again 15 
minutes from half-time when, after 
having his first shot stopped, he 
carried on and took the ball through 
with him. Eleven minutes after half-
time, a perfect cross by Grimwood 
enabled Jayes to head through without 
difficulty. Harrison reduced the lead 
after 18 minutes. Cronin made the 
score 5-1 after 28 minutes of the 
second half and Shepherd added a 
sixth in the next minute. Grimwood 
rounded off the scoring, making the 
final score 7-1.

The Leicestershire Senior League side 
was no match for Borough, who won 
easily without taking a great deal out 
of themselves. The visitors were always 
trying hard and occasionally made 
good passing moves but, generally 
speaking their finishing was weak and 
Thompson and Co. had a match which 
produced few headaches for them.

Atherstone Town — 2nd 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton travelled to Sheepy Road 
to take on Atherstone Town in a 2nd 
Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Atherstone: Allen; Roberts and Kelly; 
Marshall, Harris and Shaw; Grant, Jones, 
Phillips, Pettit and K. Allen.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; 
Kelly, Thompson and Carter; Slack, 
Grimwood, Jayes, Whitcroft and Lyman.

As a football spectacle the game was 
a complete flop; as a pushing and 
shoving match it was a masterpiece; 
the first half especially.
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Both teams tried to mend their ways 
after half-time and occasionally we saw 
something approaching an intelligent 
move, but the rot had set in far too 
deeply to be totally eradicated.

Borough, if they care to, can blame 
the home side for reducing this game 
to a near farce. Yet it may be said with 
equal emphasis that they far too easily 
allowed themselves to be jockeyed 
into like tactics and, therefore, were 
similarly guilty.

Borough’s opening goal came from one 
of the few decent moves of the game. 
Slack started the movement by putting 
the ball inside to Grimwood. The 
inside-right crossed the ball to Lyman, 
and the latter’s square centre was 
turned into the net near the far upright 
by Jayes.

Atherstone equalised after 22 minutes 
from a penalty kick awarded against 
Scattergood, for a foul. Harris’ shot – by 
no means a good one – entered the net 
via the inside of the post.

The home side took the lead just before 
half-time when Phillips put through 
from close range following a centre by 
K. Allen. Borough’s equaliser came 15 
minutes after half-time, when Whitcroft 
netted after a right-wing raid.

Borough’s defence had an unusually 
poor game. Both Kelly and Carter, the 
wing-halves, were well below their best 
and often failed to keep contact with 
Jones and Pettitt, the “Adders” inside 
men. Scattergood was patchy, leaving 
Thompson and Hudson easily the best 
of the defensive bunch.

Harris was the “big man” of the 
Atherstone team and found little 
difficulty in breaking up the majority 
of the Borough’s ill-conceived and 
poorly executed raids. Roberts, their 
right back, also did well and so did 
Kelly, their left-back, if you like “stick at 
nothing” defensive play.

A draw was a fair result as neither side 
appeared capable of winning – nor, 
indeed, deserved to. Marksmanship 
was shockingly poor on both sides.

Atherstone Town — 2nd 
Qualifying Round Replay
Nuneaton welcomed Atherstone Town 
to Manor Park for a 2nd Qualifying 
Round FA Cup replay.
Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; 
Kelly, Thompson and Carter; Slack, 
Hackland, Jayes, Whitcroft and Lyman.

Atherstone: Allen; Roberts and Kelly; 
Marshall, Donnelly and Shaw; Butler, Pettitt, 
Phillips, Harris and K. Allen.

As in the first game there was little to 
separate the two sides, with a draw 
again being a fair result. The home 
side were handicapped by an injury to 
Whitcroft for the final 25 minutes of the 
second half and the whole of extra-time.

Borough took the lead after ten 
minutes, when Whitcroft cleverly 
worked his way through before putting 
the ball in front of goal for Hackland to 
shoot low into the net from close range.

Atherstone equalised with an equally 
good move seven minutes before half-
time when they swept downfield on 
the right and Butler centred for Pettitt 
to net as Barber was leaving his goal.

Neither side shone in front of goal, 
neither possessed a really good 
marksman, and apart from conceding 
a goal apiece, neither Barber nor Allen 
had much to worry them.

While it has to be conceded that 
Borough did very well indeed to hold 
the “Adders” with ten men for most 
of the game, one cannot close one’s 
eyes to the fact that the work of the 
forwards near goal was generally poor.

The defence, too, is not what it should 
be, especially on the left flank, where 
the covering of Carter and Scattergood 
leaves much room for improvement. 
The problem may very largely be 
liquidated when Bond is fit enough to 
resume at left-half.

Atherstone Town — 2nd 
Qualifying Round 2nd Replay
Nuneaton welcomed Atherstone Town 
to Manor Park for a 2nd Qualifying 
Round FA Cup 2nd replay.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Grimwood, 
Lyman, Hackland and Campbell.

Atherstone: R. Allen; Roberts and Kelly; 
Marshall, Donnelly and Shaw; Butler, Pettitt, 
Phillips, Harris and K. Allen.

A crowd of about 4,000 saw the teams 
take the field for Part 3 of the serial. 
Among them were Stan Cullis of 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and George 
Cummings of Aston Villa.

The start was delayed while the referee  
called for attention to the Croft Road 
end net.

Nuneaton had an escape after 23 
minutes when the ball came across 
from the “Adders” right wing and Harris 
headed against the crossbar with 
Barber beaten.

Kelly was pulled up for a foul on 
Lyman, and from the kick Nuneaton 
forced a corner on the left. It was 
fruitless, but Borough kept up the 
attack which was rewarded with a goal 
after 30 minutes.

There was a dash of luck about it. 
The ball bobbed about in front of 
Atherstone’s net, and eventually fell 
to Lyman. The centre forward’s shot 
struck Donnelly in flight and went out 
of Allen’s reach in the corner of the net.

A Lyman header flashed over the bar 
immediately after and Borough should 
have gone further ahead just before the 
interval when a centre from Hackland 
went begging as both Grimwood and 
Slack missed the ball. Grimwood made 
amends one minute later, heading in 
Slack’s corner kick. The ball hit the  
post and rebounded into the net.

After the break Atherstone’s keeper, R. 
Allen, dropped the ball, with Campbell 
in close attendance, but managed to 
dive on it. Butler raced away for the 
visitors, but was caught by Thompson 
in the nick of time.

Campbell tested Allen as Borough 
pounded away at goal, but nothing 
materialised. Borough pressed again 
and looked certain scorers when three 
forwards converged on Allen. The ball 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

131 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

went too far across the face of the net, 
however, but Campbell chased it and 
centred. Donnelly handled the winger’s 
cross and Borough were awarded a 
penalty. To the crowd’s dismay Bond 
hit the post and the ball was scrambled 
away to the cheers of the Atherstone 
contingent who disputed the merit of 
the penalty award.

Borough continued to press, but 
Atherstone were not done and 
their downfield sweeps were still 
troublesome. Once Thompson had to 
clear off the line and Phillips hit the 
outside of the post with a header.

Campbell then raced away and his shot 
hit the angle. The excitement grew as 
Atherstone flung themselves into the 
attack and a free kick was put over the 
bar by R. Allen.

Towards time Barber made a great 
save from Phillips, but the centre-
forward scored a consolation goal two 
minutes from time.

Gresley Rovers — 3rd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Gresley Rovers 
of the Central Alliance League to 
Manor Park for a 3rd Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Scattergood; 
Bond, Thompson and Gilmour; Slack, 
Grimwood, Lyman, Hackland and Campbell.

Gresley: Sinnett; Bowler and Wood; Tunstall, 
Lambert and Fearn; Bodell, Harrison, 
Hodgkins, Jones and Oxford.

Gresley took the lead two minutes 
before half-time when a cross by right-
half Tunstall found outside-left Oxford 
standing unmarked near the corner 
of the penalty box, from where he 
promptly netted.

Grimwood levelled the scores from the 
penalty spot ten minutes after half-
time before the visitors were presented 
with a gift goal after Thompson, 
instead of clearing the ball, played it 
along the goal-line to Barber who was 
closed down by three Gresley players. 
The keeper attempted to throw the 

ball away, but it struck Hodgkins and 
bounced off him and onto the ground 
from where it was headed into the net.

Two minutes later, Slack saved the day 
for Borough when he headed home 
from a left-wing cross.

Gresley were completely outplayed 
in the second half, yet stuck to their 
guns sportingly, right to the bitter end. 
There were times when the Gresley 
goal bore a charmed life, but pathetic 
marksmanship saved the Rovers from 
heavy defeat.

Instead of having won with several 
goals to spare, Borough could only 
manage a draw and have to face the 
none too rosy prospect of facing Rovers 
on their own small playing pitch. If 
the forwards, especially the inside 
men, can’t put up a better show in 
the replay, you have to question their 
chances of getting through.

Gresley Rover — 3rd Qualifying 
Round Replay
Nuneaton travelled to The Moat Ground 
to take on Gresley Rovers in a 3rd 
Qualifying Round FA Cup replay.

Strongly supported by wing halves 
Kelly and Bond, Borough’s forward 
right from the word go swung the ball 
around with speed, skill and purpose, 
which went some way to remove 
the impression left by their woeful 
exhibition of the previous week.

The changes made in the side seemed 
to have wrought results and if this 
much changed forward line needed 
encouragement, well it came after two 
minutes of the start in the shape of a 
first-class goal.

A Borough right-wing move brought 
a throw-in near the corner flag. From 
the throw-in Slack tapped the ball back 
to Kelly, who swung over a perfect 
centre. Plant, standing umarked right 
in front of goal, shot and the ball sailed 
into the net.

From that point onwards Borough 
gave their opponents a football lesson. 
Playing gallantly, Slack, grandly 

supported by Hackland and Kelly, went 
round Wood, the Rovers’ left-back as 
though he did not exist, and put across 
a whole series of perfect centres which 
gave the Gresley defenders almost non-
stop pressure.

There were hectic scenes around the 
Rovers’ goal and the visiting forwards 
steamed in . There was only one 
team in it, and both before and after 
Hackland added a second goal with 
a header from Slack’s free-kick at 35 
minutes, the home goal had a series of 
amazing escapes.

Borough continued to push Gresley 
back and by the time the half-time 
whistle sounded, the home side could 
thank their lucky starts that they were 
not four or five goals behind.

Borough, however, had been lulled into 
a false sense of security and struggled 
after the break. The defence became 
careless and Rovers showed signs of 
putting up a fight. Spurred on by left-
half Fearn, who was give far too much 
lattitude, the Rovers launched a series 
of attacks and the Borough defenders, 
more by luck than judgement, 
managed to scramble the ball away 
from their goal, until the 67th minute.

Then came what had appeared 
inevitable, a Gresley goal. Bodell 
received a pass in an unmarked 
position. He cut inside and fired in a 
low cross-shot. Barber dived full-length 
and pushed the ball away only for 
Oxford to close in and score easily.

Now the fight was on and Borough had 
many anxious moments before they 
got their third goal about 15 minutes 
from the end.

The movement started on the right 
wing and the ball was pushed back 
to Bond. The left-half slipped the ball 
to Gilmour, who from the inside-left 
position, shot into the net, well out of 
Sinnet’s reach.

And so, we breathed a little more 
freely – until eight minutes from the 
end, when an unaccountable action 
by Carter, making his first real mistake 
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of the game, put the Rovers back into 
the fight once again by giving away an 
unnecessary penalty.

When the ball was driven waist-high 
straight at the left back, he appeared 
unable to decide whether to head 
or kick it away, and while still in a 
crouching position the ball struck his 
hand. Fearn made no mistake from the 
spot to make the score 3-2

There the score ended and there’s 
no doubt that Borough players and 
supporters were relieved when the 
whistle went for time.

Wellington Town — 4th Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton travelled to Wellington Town 
for a 4th Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Wellington: Brookes; Threlfall and Felton; 
Smith, Childs and Foster; Simms, Isherwood, 
Kirkham, Bache and Griffiths.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Hackland, Plant, 
Gilmour and Campbell.

This was Borough’s finest hour. A truly 
grand display of team work enabled 
them to win at Wellington for the first 
time in the club’s history, to enter the 
1st Round Proper of the FA Cup.

Borough took the lead after 19 minutes 
with as perfect a goal as you could wish 
to see. An all-out assault saw Gilmour 
seize upon the ball, manoeuvre, and 
then place it perfectly into an open 
space about six yards ahead of centre-
forward Ken Plant, who was on the ball 
like a flash, ran on about four yards and 
then, from outside the penalty area, 
slammed home an unstoppable shot 
about a yard inside the post.

Encouraged by this well-deserved 
success, Borough continued to play 
first-class football and very nearly went 
further ahead when model left-wing 
play, by Campbell and Gilmour ended 
in the goalkeeper just managing to 
beat out the outside left’s centre with 
Plant and Hackland waiting to apply 
the finishing touch.

Wellington drew level after 30 minutes. 

Threlfall placed the ball right into the 
Borough goal for Barber to punch 
away. The ball was returned into the 
goalmouth and cleared again – and 
returned once more. As Barber came 
out, Bache lifted the ball over his head 
and it dropped into the empty net.

When the game resumed after the 
break, there was five minutes of thrill-
packed football. Hardly had the game 
restarted when Plant chased a loose 
ball down the left wing. It was slipped 
inside to Hackland who, in turn, put 
it square to Bond, who timing his run 
to perfection, fired in a fast, low drive 
which had Brookes beaten all the way, 
before nestling into the net.

Two minutes later Bond fouled Simms 
near the corner flag. The winger put 
the free-kick into the goalmouth, ran 
inside as the ball was partially cleared, 
and equalised with a left-foot shot just 
inside the post.

Borough attacked right from the restart 
and Wellington were penalised about 
six yards outside their own penalty 
area. Before the home defenders 
had time to cover up, Gilmour had 
netted with a perfectly placed free-
kick – another shot which had Brookes 
beaten all the way.

This goal knocked the stuffing out of 
Wellington, and it came as no surprise 
when, nine minutes from the end, 
Campbell broke away on the left and 
centred beautifully for Plant to head 
Borough’s fourth goal.

It now seemed all over bar the  
shouting, for Borough were now well 
and truly the masters. But with only 
two minutes to go, a speculative 
long-range shot from the Wellington 
right wing dropped on the face of the 
Borough bar and landed on to the 
head of centre-forward Kirkham, who 
headed the ball into the net.

In a despairing last-minute effort to 
save the game, Wellington swarmed 
into the attack and with almost the 
last kick of the match, it seemed that 
outside-left Griffiths missed a sitter, but 

in fact the referee’s whistle had already 
sounded for offside.

It would be invidious to single out any 
Borough player as outstanding, so 
well did everyone play; yet there were 
truly grand displays from Thompson, 
Hudson and the opportunism of Plant.

King’s Lynn — 1st Round Proper
Nuneaton welcomed King’s Lynn to 
Manor Park for a 2nd Qualifying Round 
FA Cup replay.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Hackland, Plant, 
Gilmour and Campbell.

King’s Lynn: Hooper; Gadsby and Rowe; 
Jeffries, Price and Heydon; High, Williams, 
Everitt, Whitelum and Cranfield.

The game kept the record crowd of 
12,554 on tenterhooks throughout, 
and though Borough won deservedly, 
I doubt whether there was a single 
home supporter who did not heave 
a big sigh of relief when the final 
whistle sounded and the titanic 
struggle had ended.

Borough got their first goal after 
half-an-hour’s play, when Hackland 
secured possession from a throw-in 
and swung the ball into the goalmouth. 
There appeared no immediate danger 
and goalkeeper Hooper calmly waited 
to catch the ball. But up went Plant’s 
head and the ball was directed into 
the net.

Two minutes from half-time King’s 
Lynn drew level as the result of a fine 
solo effort by centre-forward Everitt. 
He picked up a loose ball near the 
half-way line, shook off challenges by 
a couple of Borough defenders, and 
finished up with a shot well out of 
Barber’s reach.

The winning goal came 13 minutes 
after half-time. Plant received the ball 
from Slack, one of those low balls 
through the middle, and off he went 
like a flash. Hooper left his goal in an 
effort to narrow the angle but Plant’s 
fast low drive beat him all ends up.

King’s Lynn could not – and did not 
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– complain about the result, for they 
realised only too well that the better 
side had won. Well as they played, the 
visitors were just not good enough for 
the winners even though they were 
much the bigger side and had all the 
advantages physically.

Against a big defence Borough 
forwards just had to be good to make 
any headway at all. They relied on 
their speed and football ability to get 
through – and this they achieved with 
marked success.

Last, but by no means least, comes 
Ken Plant, who, having scored both his 
sides goals, can look back upon this 
game with the utmost satisfaction. 
He led the line with great dash and 
his speed must have given centre-half 
Price one long headache.

In the first-half Slack was the elusive 
Pimpernel. There were times when 
he simply waltzed round Rowe, while 
on the opposite flank Gilmour and 
Campbell, the two wee Scots, often had 
King’s Lynn player-manager Gadsby 
running around in circles.

There were scenes of wild enthusiasm 
at the end. Jubilant supporters 
swarmed on to the pitch and chaired 
the players. It was a fitting climax to a 
great day for the Borough boys.

Mossley — 2nd Round Proper
Nuneaton welcomed Mossley to Manor 
Park for a 2nd Round  Proper FA Cup tie.
Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Jayes, Plant, 
Gilmour and Campbell.

Mossley: Lomas; Eastwood and Tomlinson; 
Stephen, Gosling and Warren; Wainwright, 
Quinn, Thorpe, Butt and Moss.

Borough were by far the better side in 
the first half, but suffered two injuries, 
which put paid to what were then 
Borough’s rosy prospects of success. 
Warren, the Mossley left-half swept 
Slack’s feet from underneath him and 
put the clever outside-right out of 
action for the rest of the game.

Fate struck Borough another heavy 

blow when, just before Slack was 
taken out, centre-half Thompson, who 
had been a towering figure at centre-
half, also received a knock – this time 
accidentally – which caused him to go 
on the left wing for a period. 

For most of the first-half, and while 
all their players were fit, Borough 
were without a shadow of a doubt, 
much the better side and with 
better marksmanship ought to 
have established a winning lead by 
half-time, so pronounced was their 
superiority in midfield.

Mossley had a slice of luck when a hard 
drive from Slack, which was on its way 
into the net, just inside the post, was 
pushed onto the post by a last-gasp 
dive by Loman in the Mossley goal.

The Mossley goal had other narrow 
escapes following strong and sustained 
assaults; and there was an occasion 
when Jayes shot hurriedly straight 
into Lomas’ hands, when a placed shot 
might have produced a goal.

After the injuries Borough’s defence was 
ragged and Mossley’s forwards looked 
threatening, continually sweeping 
towards the Borough goal – and Barber 
had a few anxious moments.

Compared with the first-half, the 
second-half was a very scrappy affair. 
Tempers became frayed and there was 
a sickening succession of free-kicks for 
infringements – mostly wild tackling.

What will happen in the replay, no-one 
can say, but if Mossley can’t do any 
better than they did in this game, then 
Borough still have a chance.

Mossley — 2nd Round Proper 
Replay
Nuneaton made the journey to Mossley 
for an FA Cup 2nd Round Proper replay.
Mossley: Lomas; Gosling and Tomlinson; 
Stephens, Shaw and Warren; Wainwright, 
Quinn, Thorpe, Butt and Moss.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Hackland, Plant, 
Gilmour and Campbell.

Borough paid a heavy price for their 

great victory at Mossley in the replay 
of the second round of the FA Cup, for 
they finished the game with but eight 
sound men, Hackland, Slack and Carter 
all being injured and unlikely to play 
against Bedworth.

Slack set Borough on their way to 
Exeter after 11 minutes when, sent 
clean through by an astute Hackland 
pass, he netted with a shot which 
passed over Lomas’ outstretched arms 
and landed in the far corner of the net. 
Had the ball not found the net, Plant 
was on the spot, ready to apply the 
finishing touch.

The second goal came after 30 minutes 
when a cleverly-executed forward 
move ended in a centre by Campbell. 
Plant was on the ball like a flash and 
drove hard and low into the net.

The third and final goal came five 
minutes before half-time. Another 
astute attack had the Mossley defence 
completely beaten and Plant shot 
well out of Lomas’ reach. To save a 
certain goal, full-back Tomlinson dived 
full-length on the goal-line to handle 
the ball. Actually he need not have 
troubled himself, for it is doubtful 
that the goalkeeper even saw Plant’s 
spot kick.

While it may be invidious to single out 
any of the Borough lads, so well did 
they all contribute to the common 
cause, special mention must be made 
of Thompson. Mossley thought that 
with Shaw fit enough to resume they 
really had the trump card. But that card 
was held by the Borough in Thompson. 
Shaw was never in the same street.

Indeed, the former Birmingham player 
will wish to forget this game. He never 
looked like checking Ken Plant, who 
once again showed how really good he 
can be. Up until he got injured Slack 
stood out by himself as a wing forward. 
In fact, man for man, Borough had 
Mossley’s beating all the way through.

Mossley had no Hudson or Carter, no 
Kelly or Bond; and no inside-forwards 
who could manipulate the ball as could 
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Hackland and Gilmour. In fact, only 
injuries to the Borough players saved 
the home side from a real drubbing.

Exeter City — 3rd Round Proper
Nuneaton travelled to St James’ Park 
to take on Exeter City in the 3rd Round  
Proper of the FA Cup.
Exeter City: Singleton; Johnstone and Clark; 
Fallon, Goddard and Powell; Harrower, 
Smart, Smith, Greenwood and Regan.

Nuneaton: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, 
Thompson and Bond; Slack, Hackland, Plant, 
Gilmour and Campbell.

After being out-generalled and out-
manoeuvred in the first half by a 
side which used the ball much more 
intelligently and carried far greater 
strength in defence and greater punch 
in attack, Borough fought back with 
great gameness after the change of 
ends, and went out of the FA Cup at 
Exeter with colours flying.

This game was won and lost in the first 
half hour, during which period Exeter 
got all their goals. A goal five minutes 
after the start appeared to unsettle 
and unnerve the Borough lads and 
from that point until half-time, their 
confidence sapped, they were fighting 
a rearguard battle.

The defence was often spreadeagled 
by those fast-moving wingers, Regan 
and Harrower, cleverly prompted from 
behind by wing halves Fallon and 
Powell, and in the face of sustained 
pressure often panicked. More times 
than not clearances went straight to 
the feet of an opponent and tended to 
intensify the pressure.

Three goals down at half-time it 
seemed that Borough were in for a 
drubbing. But not a bit of it.

For the first time the visitors began 
to show some of the form which had 
carried them so far in the competition, 
and from half-time until the end there 
was precious little in it from a territorial 
point of view.

Not only did the defence tighten up 
appreciably, but getting a better 

service of the ball, the forwards 
showed the crowd glimses of clever 
approach work.

But the vital difference between the 
two sides – finishing power – still 
remained. Exeter were most definitely 
the masters of the situation in this 
respect. they carried by far the greater 
punch near goal.

This may be attributed to the fact that 
Plant was almost policed out of the 
game by £5,000 Ray Goddard. It was a 
question of “Me And My Shadow” all 
the way through. Goddard never left 
the Borough leader an inch.

Plant was not to blame in not shaking 
off Goddard’s attentions. Rather the 
fault lay with the inside men and wing 
halves for not holding the ball more 
and forcing the centre-half out of 
position. Only very, very occasionally 
did they succeed in opening up a way 
to goal – but Goddard still tailed Plant.

The result was that Borough did not 
have a good shot at goal throughout. 
Only twice did it look that they might 
get a goal. The first occasion came, 
oddly enough, when Carter blundered 
in making a tackle. He recovered, 
however, dribbled round two 
opponents, and swung the ball into the 
goalmouth. Plant just failed to reach 
the ball when a mere touch would have 
meant a goal, for goalkeeper Singleton 
was right out of position.

The other occasion when they might 
have scored was following a corner 
beautifully placed by Slack. The ball 
was going straight on to Campbell’s 
head – but Hackland jumped and 
deflected it outside.

The only other time the Exeter goal was 
in danger, was shortly after half-time, 
when a fierce struggle almost on the 
Exeter goal-line ended in Singleton 
being injured and the referee awarding 
a free-kick against Nuneaton.

There can be no denying that Exeter 
were the more compact and purposeful 
side. They controlled the ball better, 
got off the mark more quickly, found 

each other with a far greater degree of 
accuracy, and finished better.

The vital difference of course, was the 
difference between a team of full-time 
professionals and one composed of 
part-time professionals. That was the 
key to the whole situation.

Exeter’s three-goals victory adequately 
represented their superiority, yet the 
visitors contributed to the home side’s 
ascendancy because they were much 
too slow in getting over that nervy 
opening period.

That reverse in the 5th minute was 
undoubtedly responsible for the 
apprehension that characterised their 
first-half display.

What Borough really needed to settle 
them was early success. That went to 
their opponents – and unquestionably 
won and lost the game.

Greenwood got Exeter’s opening goal 
in clever style. Their second after 25 
minutes was headed by outside-left 
Regan after Smith had moved out 
to the right-wing and slung across 
a perfect centre to the far upright. 
Running in at top speed, Regan planted 
the ball into the net. Some thought it 
may have been offside.

The third goal was a tragedy for the 
Borough – and Barber. Awarded a 
free-kick 40 yards out, Exeter’s right-
half, Fallon, fired the ball towards goal. 
Barber left his goal too soon, failed to 
reach the ball, and it sailed into the net.

But the goalkeeper made amends with 
a magnificent flying save in the closing 
stages, a save which “brought the 
house down.”

To sum up: Borough, though beaten 
by a better side, were by no means 
disgraced. Indeed had they played as 
well in the first-half as they did in the 
second, Exeter might have had a much 
more troublesome journey into the 
fourth round. Nerves probably had as 
much to do with Borough’s defeat as 
anything else.
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1949-50   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers Attendance
08.20 Stourbridge H L 3-2 Plant (2), Noonan  6290
08.27 City Transport H L 2-0 Kelly, Hackland 4805
09.01 Atherstone Town H L 0-2
09.03 Banbury Spencer H L 0-0
09.05 Bedworth Town  H ROC F 4-1 Gilmour, Hackland, Jayes, Campbell
09.10 Walsall Reserves A L 4-0 Hackland (2), Jayes, Cronin
09.12 Dudley Town A BSC 1 1-1 Hackland
09.17 Bedworth Town  A FAC P 3-1 Jayes (2), Grimwood 7554
09.24 Dudley Town H BSC 1r 2-4 aet Carter (2)
10.01 Moira United H FAC 1Q 7-1 Shepherd (3), Jayes, Cronin, Grimwood, Carey (og)
10.08 City Transport A L 9-0  Whitcroft (3), Lyman (2), Shepherd, Kelly, Carter, 

Grimwood
10.15 Atherstone Town A FAC 2Q 2-2 Jayes, Whitcroft
10.22 Atherstone Town H FAC 2Qr 1-1 aet Hackland
10.27 Atherstone Town H FAC 2Qr2 2-1 Lyman, Grimwood
10.29 Gresley Rovers H FAC 3Q 2-2 Grimwood, Slack
11.05 Gresley Rovers A FAC 3Qr 3-2 Plant, Hackland, Gilmour
11.12 Wellington Town A FAC 4Q 4-3 Plant (2), Bond, Gilmour 8240
11.26 Kings Lynn H FAC 1 2-1 Plant (2) 12554
12.3 Bilston A L 1-0 Jayes
12.10 Mossley H FAC 2 0-0  10691
12.17 Mossley A FAC 2r 3-0 Plant (2), Slack
12.24 Bedworth Town  H L  Campbell 9140
12.26 Hinckley Athletic A L 2-0 Plant, Campbell 5410
12.27 Hinckley Athletic H L 3-1 Plant (3) 9069
12.31 Bedworth Town  A L 1-3 Plant
01.07 Exeter City A FAC 3 0-3  14365
01.14 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 1-1 Jayes
01.21 Bilston H L 2-0 Slack, Gilmour
01.28 Darlaston A L 3-1 Brandham (2), Grimwood
02.04 Hednesford Town H L 6-0 Grimwood (3), Slack (2), Kelly
02.11 Stourbridge A L 4-2 Gilmour, Slack, Brandham, Grimwood 
02.18 Stafford Rangers A L 2-1 Slack, Grimwood
02.25 Redditch H L 2-1 Brandham, Gilmour
03.04 Moor Green H L 0-0
03.11 Redditch A L 3-2 Jayes, Kelly, Conroy
03.18 Dudley Town H L 3-0 Conroy (2), Jayes
03.25 Hednesford Town A L 4-3 Gilmour, Jayes, Slack, Campbell
04.01 Wolves ‘A’ A L 3-1 Brandham, Conroy, Slack
04.03 Darlaston H L 4-1 Whitcroft (3), Gilmour
04.08 Tamworth H L 3-2 Jayes (2), Gilmour
04.10 Tamworth A L 1-1 Jayes
04.11 Bedworth Town  H NHC F 0-2 
04.12 Dudley Town A L 4-0 Grimwood (3), Mone
04.15 Walsall Reserves H L 1-3 Campbell
04.17 W.B.A. ‘A’ H L 1-1 Mone 
04.19 Moor Green A L 3-1 Jayes (2), Slack
04.20 Lockheed A L 2-2 Mone, Campbell 2000
04.22 Banbury Spencer A L 0-1
04.24 Stafford Rangers H L 6-0 Whitcroft (2), Slack (2), Lyman, Hudson
04.26 Bedworth Town  A BCC F 4-0 Dickerson (2), P.Cronin, Grimwood
04.27 Lockheed H L 2-0 Whitcroft, Slack
04.29 Atherstone Town  A L 1-3 Slack



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

136 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1949-50   
Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers Attendance
05.01 W.B.A.‘A’ A L 3-2 Grimwood, Lyman, Slack
05.04 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 2-2 Lyman, Slack
05.06 Wolves ‘A’ H L 0-0

Other Matches
Mar 11th  Boro Reserves v Derby County (Leo Cronin Benefit Match)
KEY:  L =  Birmingham Combination,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup,  NHC = Nuneaton Hospital Cup,  

ROC =  Railway Orphans’ Cup,  BCC = Bedworth Charity Cup
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George Reader Referees World Cup Game
Mr George Reader, an Old 
Edwardian and former 
Nuneaton Town centre-
forward, refereed the opening 
match of the World Cup 
series in Rio last Saturday. 
The game was between Brazil 
and Mexico. Mr Reader is very 
popular in Brazil, where he has 
refereed before.

In 1947 he was in charge of the 
Great Britain v. Rest of Europe 

soccer international match at Hampden Park, Glasgow, 
and the same season refereed the Ireland-Wales match 
at Belfast and the Switzerland-France game at Lausanne.

Before these games Mr Reader had already refereed four 
international matches and three FA Cup finals.

A native of Nuneaton, Mr Reader was educated at Coton 
C of E School, King Edward VI School, Nuneaton, and 
Exeter College, and later was headmaster of Western 
Secondary School, Southampton.

After playing soccer for King Edward VI School, Mr Reader 
played for the old Nuneaton Town club and was a member 
of the side which won the championship of the Birmingham 
Combination in 1914-15, playing centre-forward.

Later he assisted Hinckley United and while at Exeter 
College played for Exeter City. He afterwards turned 
profesional and played for Southampton from 1919 to 
1922. During the 1914-18 war he served in France with 
the Nuneaton Fortress Company, afterwards taking a 
commission in the Royal Artillery.

Nuneaton Borough AGM
At the annual general meeting of Nuneaton Borough Football 
Club, Ltd., held recently, Mr Harry Watkins was re-elected as 
chairman.

Mr F. J. Perry was re-elected vice-chairman, and Mr C. P. 
Osborne as secretary. Two directors – Messrs. F. Watkins and 
J. G. Till – retired, but offered themselves for re-election. Both 
were re-elected.

It was disclosed that ground rent and ground maintenances 
had involved the club in an expenditure of £680.

Borough’s New Forward
Borough FC have secured the signature of Harry Oxford, 
an outside-left, who played for Gresley Rovers last 
season in the Central Alliance. Before joining Gresley he 
was with Derby County. He is 22 years of age.

Borough FC players reported for training on Tuesday night. Here some of 
them, including Jim Kelly and Bill Thompson are seen sprinting around 
Manor Park. Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Latvian Centre-Forward For Borough
It is believed that Borough FC 
officials will be announcing 
the signing of Eddie Freimanis, 
Northampton Town’s Latvian centre-
forward. The player, we understand, 
has already signed for the club, and 
that acceptance of his registration is 
all that is now awaited.

Freimanis is on Northampton Town’s 
transfer list at £2,500 but, being a 

non-League club, Borough will not have to pay the transfer.

Before going to Northampton, Freimanis played for 
Peterborough in the Midland League, and was a ready 
goalscorer for that club, scoring 25 goals in 15 matches, 
including a hat-trick against Shrewsbury Town.

In his first season with Northampton, which club he joined in 
1946, Freimanis played regularly at centre-forward until the 
return of Archie Garrett from Birmingham City.

Freimanis came to this country as an interpreter, but 
previously had represented Latvia twelve times. His last 
appearance for his country was when scoring two goals 
against the Russian Dynamos. Freimanis is 30 years of age 
and 5 ft. 101/2 ins. in height.

Borough FC also announces the signing of Arthur Harris, 
former Bedworth FC player-manager. The complete list of 
players registered with the club for season 1950-51, up until 
Thursday, August 3, 1950: A. Barber, F. Carter, W. Scattergood, 
C. Hudson, J. Kelly, W. Thompson, W. Bond, L. Slack, 
F. Grimwood, G. Jayes, J. Campbell, T. Whitcroft, H. Walton, 
P. Perry, J. McKeown, L. Cronin, J. Oxford, A. Harris, J. Mone, 
R. Dulson, A. Smirke, R. Dickenson, D. Sullivan, D. Clare, S. 
Douglas, J. Downes, R. Horton, B. Mason, P. Brown, K. Brown.
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Final Practice Match
If there was one player who earned a place in the first-team 
for tomorrow’s game against Hednesford Town as a result of 
his display in the final practice match last Saturday, it was 
Mone, the young inside-forward who joined the club towards 
the end of last season.

Mone, on this showing at any rate, was the most polished 
forward on view. Gone was the over-elaboration of last 
season. He carried his undoubted cleverness just far enough 
and not too far, with the result that he was a far better player. 
He made rings round what was a probable Leicestershire 
League defence.

It was a big disappointment that Freimanis was unable to 
lead the Stripes’ attack, owing to an ankle injury sustained 
during training. Jones, formerly of Southend United, who 
took his place, did very little except score a gift goal when a 
collision in mid-air between Barber and Carter left him with 
an empty net.

Jones failed to keep his line together with the result that it 
presented few problems to what is almost certain to be the 
Combination defence – the old faithfuls plus Arthur Harris 
at left-half. None of the Stripes’ forwards shone – not even 
Slack. Smirke should be a better player than he proved in 
this game, Perry will undoubtedly do better with more liberal 
support. He had little or no backing in this game.

The Reds’ forward line as it was composed in the second half 
of the game – Girvin, Dulson, Ord, Dickenson and Campbell 
– was far more dangerous than its opposite number. And the 
reason was quite easy to see. It had much better service from 
the wing halves, Kelly and Harris, and therefore had greater 
opportunities. The Stripes’ attack largely had to fend for 
itself and against a much sounder defence could make 
little headway.

A 16-year-old goalkeeper, Wilbur, distinguished himself with 
fine saves from Harris and Ord. The latter shows distinct 
promise as a centre-forward. Girvin confirmed the good 
impression he created in the earlier trials, this time at 
outside-left.

Ord, Campbell and Dickenson scored the Reds’ goals. Jones 
got the Stripes only goal in reply.

McKeown Goes Back To Bedworth
Following discussion between Nuneaton Borough FC 
and Bedworth Town directors on Wednesday, Borough 
agreed to release Jim McKeown from his contract with 
the club.

It is understood that McKeown had asked for his release 
and that after this had been granted he re-signed for the 
Bedworth club. McKeown has been selected to play for 
the “Greenbacks” at Tamworth tomorrow.

1950-51

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 19-08-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Campbell, Whitcroft, Freimanis, Mone and Perry.
Hednesford: Vanes; Humphries and Ross; Brazier, Dew and Insley; 
Nicholls, Conroy, Peace, Homer and Giles.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for the 
opening game of the 1950-51 Birmingham Combination season.

Freimanis got off to a good start with a goal after just three 
minutes, heading home from Campbell’s high centre. The 
centre-forward got his second goal after 33 minutes when a 
model through-pass by Whitcroft, left Freimanis with a clear 
course for goal. He ran in to net with a thumping drive.

A mistake by Thompson gave Hednesford the chance to cut 
Borough’s lead after 53 minutes. The centre-half had plenty 
of time to clear a harmless ball, but he fiddled about with it, 
lost it, and enabled Nicholls to turn the ball into the Borough 
net near the upright.

One of Eddie Freimanis’ three goals against Hednesford last Saturday. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

It was anybody’s game up until seven minutes from the end, 
when the thrustful Freimanis turned half a chance into an 
effort which left goalkeeper Vanes standing. When Whitcroft 
pushed the ball forward there seemed little danger of a goal, 
but after Freimanis had finished with that pass – well Vanes 
was left standing with a smashing drive.

That goal finished Hednesford, who up to that moment 
had looked far more likely to draw than Borough appeared 
potential winners. It was the turning point of the game, with 
Hednesford having gone down fighting like the good side 
they undoubtedly are.
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In fact, in attack, Hednesford were much more impressive 
– but they had no Freimanis. Borough were poor at inside 
forward. The unpredictable Mone, after playing so well in 
the final trial game, became the Mone of last season, and 
invariably lost possession through overdoing the fancy work.

Although supplying the passes which led to Freimanis’ 
second and third goals, Whitcroft did not have a good game. 
Perry might well be presevered with. He is very fast and isn’t 
afraid to shoot, but why a natural left-footer should want to 
double back to centre after having once passed a defender is, 
to say the least, perplexing.

In general, the defence was sound. It had to be against the 
fast and clever Hednesdford attack. Carter was Borough’s 
best defender, along with Barber, who rescued his side on a 
number of occasions, especially after Nicholls had made the 
score 2-1, he effected a spectacular clearance when a goal 
looked certain.

Plant Scores Two Against 
Preston
Ken Plant, former Borough 
centre-forward, scored twice for 
Bury on Wednesday night, when 
they beat Preston 3-1. These 
were the first goals scored by 
Plant in English League football. 
He has been doing well this 
season, having scored at least 
four goals for Bury Reserves in 
the Central League.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 24-08-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Campbell, Grimwood, Freimanis, Jayes and Perry.
Bedworth: Broadaway; Oakes and Woolley; Greenway, Attwood and 
West; Kirkaldie, Setchell, Smith, McKeown and Adams.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Railway Orphans’ Cup on Thursday.

Bedworth strove desperately in the last ten minutes of 
the game to save the match. They launched attack after 
attack, but Borough’s defence, though having some anxious 
moments, held out. Borough just about deserved to win, but 
there was precious little in it.

It was a game in which both defences covered up so 
effectively that neither set of forwards had many clear looks 
at goal. Freimanis was well held by Attwood; Smith likewise 
by Thompson. Harris was the best wing-half and Perry the 
most dangerous raider.

Perry and Jayes scored for Nuneaton and Adams for 
Bedworth. It was a dour struggle from first kick to last.

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 26-08-1950 
Lockheed: King; Dobbs and Sneddon; Chambers, Latham and Soden; 
Morrow, Molloy, Moreton, Kerry and Eden.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Grimwood, Freimanis, Jayes and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Leamington to take on 
Lockheed in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough played so finely in the first half that Lockheed held 
what was little more than a watching brief, being overplayed 
in all phases. The forwards, strongly supported by wing-halves 
Harris and Kelly, particularly the former, who made a whole 
series of delightful passes, keeping the visitors constantly on 
the attack – and there was little that Leslie Latham and his 
colleagues in the Lockheed defence could do about it.

Borough’s reward for their good play came after about 10 
minutes when Harris started a move which ended in left-
winger Perry hooking the ball inside with his right foot for 
Freimanis to shoot into the net, well out of King’s reach.

Six minutes later another fine move saw Grimwood make the 
running for Jayes to turn the ball through for goal number 
two. Then came two strokes of luck for Lockheed. First 
Grimwood dashed through to rattle the bar with a strong 
drive; and then, in a fierce tussle parctically on the Lockheed 
goalline, Jayes just failed to force the ball into the net.

Two goals ahead at half-time, Borough seemed set to build 
up a comfortable score. But shortly after the interval, heavy 
rain came down and neither side was able to control the 
slippery ball on a treacherous turf. If anything, Lockheed did 
most of the pressing from this point until near the end, but 
so wretched was the finishing of their forwards that Barber 
was seldom in difficulties. Little was seen of Borough’s attack 
at this stage, largely because the support it had previously 
received from behind was now missing.

Latham was now proving a much bigger stumbling block 
than before, but Freimanis still remained Lockheed’s biggest 
headache. About ten minutes from the end, he received a 
through pass, made a bee-line for goal, and though worried by 
the close attention of three defenders, slammed in a terrific drive 
which smashed against the bar with King hopelessly at sea.

All the Borough forwards had a good first-half. Afterwards 
only Freimanis remained a danger to the home defence.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 31-08-1950 
Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

A last-minute goal by Freimanis gave Borough victory against 
West Brom A last Thursday.

All the way through Borough did most of the pressing, and in 
the second half penned in their opponents for long periods; 
but partly due to poor finishing and partly to bad luck, it 
seemed they would have to be content with a draw.
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Although very largely on the defensive, the Albion were very 
dangerous in occasional breakaways and Payne, their centre-
forward, required very careful shadowing.

Perry scored a clever first goal for Borough from a pass by 
Freimanis. Payne, after a dart through the middle equalised 
before half-time, then came that dramatic last-minute 
Borough goal. Borough deserved their success.

The Sporting Millerchips

Can any sporting family beat the record of six Bermuda 
brothers, who all play football in the same team?

The six Millerchips, of Bermuda Working Men’s Club FC are as 
well-known in the Nuneaton Combination Football League as 
they are to the inhabitants of their own little mining village.

The names are: Alfred (28), Harry (27), Walter (24), Raymond 
(23), Arthur (20) and Leonard (19).

They are the sons of Mrs D. Millerchip and the late Mr W. H. 
Millerchip, who died five months ago. Mr Millerchip was also a 
well-known local sportsman.

Following in the footsteps of his father and his six brothers 
is another Millerchip, thirteen-year-old Keith, who plays 
football and cricket for Arbury Sports.

 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 02-09-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Campbell, Freimanis, Jayes and Perry.

West Brom A were the home team against Borough, in this 
Birmingham Combination game at Manor Park.

Albion lost their chance of making a game of it in the first-half 
when, with a strong wind at their backs, they failed to score. 
Actually Borough were the better side in this half even though 
they failed to score. They did more attacking than the Albion. 
Twice Jayes failed with reasonably good scoring chances, 
while on two other occasions fine efforts by Freimanis 
brought grand saves from Hatfield.

It was a lucky goal by Perry that set the Borough on the 
winning track. Freimanis and Jayes added to the score. None 
of the three goals was clear cut.

This game proved once again that Freimanis is not getting 
the support his fine play deserves. He was in the thick of the 
fray right through and with the least bit of luck would have 
scored three or more goals. But what impressed most was his 
intelligent leadership of an attack which did not respond too 
well to his promptings.

Slack was in better form on the right-wing; Perry was patchy; 
Jayes and Campbell, although working hard, seldom looked 
like scoring. The halves played well, with Thompson sound 
in defence and Harris the schemer. Both backs kicked and 
tackled well. Barber had little to do in goal.

Although at fault when Perry scored, Hatfield saved the 
Albion on many occasions with his clever anticipation and 
clean handling of the ball. The Albion attack did not do nearly 
so well as in the previous game, thanks to better marking by 
the defence.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 04-09-1950 
Stourbridge: Branston; Deakin and Rowberry; Poyner, Davies and 
Powell; Page, Haycock, Baker, Mullins and Hallard.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson, Harris, 
Slack, Grimwood, Freimanis, Dulson and Perry.

Borough made the journey to the War Memorial Ground to 
take on Stourbridge in a Birmingham Combination match.

Borough could not have complained if they had been beaten 
by a far greater margin on Monday night, for they gave a 
truly pathetic display – one which really had to be seen to be 
believed. They did not do too badly in the first-half, when both 
sides missed easy scoring chances and both goals had narrow 
shaves. But in the first half-hour of the second half, Borough, 
falling to bits and pieces, were penned in their own half.

During this period Stourbridge did everything except score 
a bagful of goals. Aided by some poor covering and a whole 
series of shoddy clearances, Stourbridge enjoyed a long phase 
of shooting-in practice, but their marksmanship was simply 
woeful. Balls were blazed over the top or wide of the posts from 
easy scoring positions, and when they perchanced to get one 
straight – well the dependable Barber was always in the right 
place. Stourbridge also hit the post on a couple of occasions.

Eight minutes from the end Stourbridge were awarded a 
penalty, and a harsh one at that. The ball was blasted at Carter 
from a few yards and struck his hand quite by accident. Still 
the referee said penalty and Haycock duly obliged.

Borough’s chief weakness was the attack, which could 
not have played worse. The two inside men, Dulson and 
Grimwood, were poor; the wingers, Slack and Perry, were 
even less effective. The result was that Freimanis, hard 
though he tried, was left high and dry, looking for passes 
which never came.

Something must be done to help Freimanis. No one man can 
beat a whole team. What is required are inside men who can 
hold the ball, work for position and find the open spaces.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 09-09-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Lyman and Campbell.
Stafford: Frew; Gorman and Homer; McKenna, Lindsey and Spiers; 
Anslow, C. Evans, Kelly, Marriott, A. Evans.

Borough welcomed unbeaten Stafford Rangers to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham Combination game.

For a quarter-of-an-hour before half-time Barber was off the 
field altogether; and for 25 minutes after half-time he played 
at outside-right – with marked success.

Despite this handicap and the fact that Kelly headed Stafford 
in to the lead from an Anslow corner kick while Barber was off 
the field, Borough proved themselves the better side and had 
their finishing been on a par with their approach work they 
would have won by a wider margin.

Lyman grabbed an equaliser for Borough in the early stages 
of the second half, before Slack scored a somewhat lucky 
winner, following a scramble in the goalmouth eight minutes 
from the end, which gave Borough victory. But never was a 
goal more richly deserved.

Stafford only played football in occasional flashes. For 
the rest of the time they were too busy adopting spoiling 
tactics, which resulted in a whole series of free-kicks and 
admonitions from the referee. Because they played so little 
real football, the visitors certainly did not deserve to maintain 
their 100 per cent record – and would have been lucky to 
have got away even with a point.

Sheer determination brought Borough their success, with 
the defence the strong part of the team. There is still a 
lack of shooting power in the inside-forward positions, yet 
Lyman and Jayes were a vast improvement on Dulson and 
Grimwood. Freimanis and Jayes took turns in deputising for 
the injured Barber.

Slack is still a long way below his best. Campbell, who 
displaced Perry at outside-left, was a real terrier for work. What 
a pity it is that he can’t produce a likely looking shot or two. 
There was far more excitement than good football about the 
game. But it was indeed a well-earned success for Borough.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 11-09-1950 
Banbury: W. Saunders; Screen and Quinney; Williams, Woodward and 
Zambra; Wilson, Martin, Gwynne, Ball and D. Saunders.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Campbell.

Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup first round tie.

The final score in this match did not reflect the balance of 
play, but Banbury won because they had forwards who could 
shoot, wheras Borough failed miserably in front of goal after 
clever approach work.

The first-half was an odd affair. Territorially there was little 

in it – yet Banbury crossed over with a four goals’ lead. The 
cause of the trouble in this half was that Scattergood could 
not match the speed of D. Saunders, who had a field day 
on the Spencer left wing. He constantly left the full-back 
standing, scored the first and third goals himself, and put 
across the centre from which Gwynne headed the second. 
Ball got the fourth.

Borough had their chances, but apart from a hard drive by 
Whitcroft which W. Saunders was lucky to save, they seldom 
looked like scoring.

The second half was a revelation. Playing delightful football 
which split wide open the Banbury defence time and time 
again, Borough penned in their opponents for practically the 
whole 45 minutes. Five minutes after the re-start, a grand 
passing movement engineered by Harris and continued by 
Freimanis, ended in Whitcroft reducing the lead with a well-
placed shot. A few minutes later Freimanis was fouled inside 
the penalty area for Slack to shoot against a post from the 
spot – his first penalty miss for Borough.

Jayes had a perfectly good goal disallowed and Campbell and 
Whitcroft both missed sitters and the one-sided second half went 
on until Banbury broke away and Ball scored their fifth goal. In 
many respects Borough’s second half display was their best of 
the season, but they are in dire need of goalscoring forwards.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 16-09-1950 
Redditch: Rogers; Hunt and Davies; Morrall, Aston and Baker; Giles, 
Davidson, Wall, Mole and Kilroy.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Campbell, Jayes, Freimanis, Lyman and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Redditch to play a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Banbury opened the scoring through Wall, after Barber 
allowed a twisting ball to slip out of his grasp and go into 
the net. The home side went 2-0 up just after the break 
when Giles and Carter chased a long ball. The Borough 
full-back just stopped and allowed the right winger to race 
in unchallenged.

Freimanis pulled a goal back for Borough, when following a 
left-wing move, the centre-forward forced the ball over the 
line. Jayes got an equaliser with a fine shot which struck the 
inside of the far post and rebounded into the net.

Redditch’s winning goal came three minutes from the end 
after Barber had punched away from a free-kick – for a 
corner. From the flag kick Morrall put through to give the 
home side both points.

Redditch were as poor a side as were the Borough. But 
whatever their faults and failings, Redditch were prepared 
to fight every inch of the way, which is why they won and 
deservedly so.

The Borough forwards were just plain poor. Freimanis 
might not be showing the form expected of him. Nor would 
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anybody else with the scant support he is receiving. None of 
the other forwards appeared to be able to hold the ball and 
draw opposing centre halves out of position. In this match, 
as in recent other games, Freimanis seemed to be running up 
against a brick wall all the time.

Because the forwards seemed incapable of keeping up a 
sustained attack, the defence had a trying time. As quickly as 
one Redditch thrust was dealt with, another developed, with 
the result that Thompson and Co. scarcely had a moment’s 
respite. Before the end some of the defenders were definitely 
showing signs of wear and tear. Notable exceptions were 
Hudson and Harris, who were game to the bitter end.

The game was almost devoid of good football. Neither side, 
least of all the Borough, showed much method in attack. But 
Redditch had two attributes – their persistency and the craft 
of Davidson.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall 21-09-1950 

Borough welcomed Walsall to Manor Park for a friendly 
match in relation to Eric Betts’ transfer to the “Saddlers.”

The teams played out a 1-1 draw with Dickenson scoring 
Borough’s goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Sutton Coldfield T. 23-09-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Dickenson and Whitcroft.
Sutton: Alderwick; Plant and Hobbins; Tolley, Rigby and Evans; 
Partington, Moore, George, Roberts and Okey.

Borough welcomed Sutton Coldfield Town to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham Combination game.

The home team fielded three reserve forwards – Awde, 
Dickenson and Whitcroft – and all did well in the first-half, 
when openings were created and two goals scored.

After the change of ends Borough had so much of the game 
that they should have scored several more goals, but due 
to continued swappings and changings, probably due to an 
injury to Freimanis, the line appeared to lose its effectiveness.

The game proved one thing – and that was that Freimanis 
can get goals if given the necessary licence. At inside-right he 
enjoyed far more freedom than hitherto, scored the first two 
goals, got another which, though a perfect replica of the first, 
was disallowed, and later shot into the net from a palpably 
offside position.

Though crude in some respects, Dickenson appreciates the 
value of the through-pass and often found the open spaces. 
That is something in his favour. Awde still has a lot to learn 
yet he has the virtue of keeping going and therefore makes 
himself a nuisance to opposing defences. Whitcroft had a 
good first-half but faded away afterwards.

One player outshone the rest, Arthur Harris. His was a perfect 
display of wing-half attacking artistry. The openings he 

created for his forward colleagues were countless. He split 
wide open the Sutton defence with a constant stream of 
subtly varied passes.

And what of Sutton? Well, little can be said except that 
they are a poor side with a greatly suspect defence. Their 
goalkeeper, Alderwick, stood between the Borough forwards 
and a harvest of goal. Freimanis (2), Awde and Harris, from a 
free-kick, scored for Borough and George for Sutton.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hugh Kelly’s XI 30-09-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Jim Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Jayes, Awde, Whitcroft and Campbell.
Hugh Kelly’s XI: Farm (Blackpool); Shannon (Hinckley) and Bond 
(Borough); Marshall (Atherstone), Heyward (Blackpool) and H. Kelly 
(Blackpool); Matthews (Blackpool), Spacey (Bedworth), Plant (Bury), 
McColl (Blackpool) and J. Kelly (Borough).

Photo courtesy of Mick Moore

Those people who were seeing Stanley Matthews for the first 
time, in Jim Kelly’s benefit match at Manor Park on Monday 
night, now know why he is named the “Wizard of Dribble.” His 
supreme artistry was the highlight of a most interesting game 
– a game which will be talked about for many a long day.

Matthews put himself out to give the spectators a treat; but it 
was more than a treat – it was a feast of classical ball play.

Although Borough put up almost a human wall to check his 
progress, five men were often left standing and but for the 
sixth – Charlie Hudson – ably aided and abetted by Barber, plus 
some bad finishing by the inside forwards, the winger’s brilliant 
defence splitting moves must have led to a crop of goals.

As it was, the visitors found themselves two goals in arrears 
20 minutes after half-time then, as if to say “enough,” McColl 
got two in a couple of minutes to level the scores, the first 
being put on a plate for him by the irrepressible Stanley.

Though led such a merry dance by Matthews, the Borough 
defence put up quite a good show. True, there were times when 
it found itself in dire straits – that was whenever Matthews 
approached – it stuck to its guns admirably and a never-say-
die spirit kept the score within reasonable proportions.

In fact, the whole team put up a good show, with Slack 
showing definite signs of getting back to his old form. It 
was a delightful game to watch, the players on both sides 
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striving their utmost to put on a good show – and good 
show it certainly was. Helped by Ken Plant, by “guests” from 
neighbouring clubs Atherstone, Hinckley and Bedworth, plus 
Bond, who deputised at left-back for the injured Wright, the 
Blackpool players showed us all the tricks of the trade in 
some classical moves. The third Kelly, 16-year-old Joe, played 
very well at outside left in Hugh’s side.

Whitcroft opened Borough’s account with a snap goal after 
Jayes had turned a Slack corner kick into the goalmouth. 
Jayes got their other goal following a move in which 
Campbell and Whitcroft were the leading lights.

Half-an-hour after half-time McColl merely had to nod the 
ball in after Matthews had mesmerised the Borough defence; 
and two minutes later McColl scored with a hard drive which 
entered the net via an upright.

 Rugby Town v Nuneaton Borough 30-09-1950 
Rugby Town: Thacker; Frame and Hill; Bury, Betts and Osborne; Frost, 
Gardner, Smith, North and Guest.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Bond; Slack, 
Grimwood, Jayes, Dickinson and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to Rugby Town for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Grimwood, called upon to play at the last-minute, as Awde 
had the flu, got the only goal of the match eight minutes 
after the start, when he rounded off a neat move with a well-
placed shot which had Thacker beaten all the way. If only 
for the fact that they had to take the field without Freimanis, 
Harris and Awde, Borough deserved their success. Rugby 
might have considered themselves a little unlucky not to 
have saved a point.

Barber came to the rescue on numerous occasions and made 
goalkeeping look easy. On the other hand the Rugby goal had 
fortunate scrapes on quite a few occasions in the second half. 
Both Jayes and Grimwood shot just the wrong side of the 
post after drawing Thacker out; and Dickinson had a certain 
scoring shot deflected over the bar by a sprawling defender.

Territorially there was little in it. Maybe Rugby did slightly 
more of the attacking. The defences were evenly matched 
with both centre-halves, Betts and Thompson effectively 
covering Jayes and Smith respectively. In attack Rugby were 
the better balanced and had the cleverest forward on the 
field in Fred Gardener, the Warwickshire county cricketer.

Borough’s weakened attack largely had to fend for itself, 
for the wing-halves had all their work cut out trying to keep 
Rugby’s inside men in check. Jayes had a lean time against 
Betts and seldom really troubled him.

Considering the conditions – it rained heavily throughout and 
the ground was a veritable mud heap – both teams served up 
some attractive football. Borough will probably never have to 
fight harder for success. It was because they had to struggle 
so mightily that their narrow victory was so richly deserved.

90 – But Still Goes To See The 
Borough
A remarkable old man and still 
looking a picture of health is Mr 
Thomas Wagstaff, of 60, Bottrill 
Street, Nuneaton, who celebrated 
his 90th birthday on Monday.

Mr Wagstaff’s sight is so good that 
he can still read the newspapers 
without spectacles. At dominoes – 
one of his favourite games – he can 

still hold his own against the younger members of Abbey 
Social Club. Keen on Association football, he still goes to 
see his favourite team “The Borough” play at Manor Park.

Ryton born, Mr Wagstaff came to Nuneaton as a boy. 
He retired 23 years ago from the railway, where he was 
employed as a plate-layer, after 48 years’ service. He is 
still able to shave himself without any assistance.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 07-10-1950 
Borough: Sullivan; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Grimwood, Awde, Freimanis and Campbell.
Bilston: Ralph; Childs and Scripps; Buxton, James and Moore; Dyke, 
Bache, Randle, Price and Griffiths.

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game. Sullivan replaced Barber in goal.

Set to face a strong wind in the first-half, Borough, although 
going close to scoring two or three times, were fortunate 
themselves in holding Bilston at bay. Indeed, it was more due 
to Bilston’s poor finishing than to their own work that half-
time arrived without a goal having been scored.

Bilston ought to have gone ahead in the first minute for, in 
attempting to pass back to his own goalkeeper, Hudson gave 
Randle, the Bilston leader, a sitter of a chance, but with all 
the goal to shoot at, Randle shot wide with Sullivan in no 
position to save.

Five minutes after the interval Grimwood accepted a pass 
from Harris to open Borough’s account. After 19 minutes of 
the second half Freimanis put through from a Slack centre. 
Slack headed a third from Harris’ centre; and Awde rounded 
off the scoring by seizing on a Freimanis through ball, first 
shooting against an upright and then netting from the 
rebound. Randle got the visitors’ only goal near the end.

Although never producing the form expected of league 
leaders, Borough had an overwhelming share of the play in 
the second half and might easily have doubled their four-
goal tally. Jimmy Campbell was the best forwards again. He 
was much too fast for Childs, who long before the end was 
reduced to such a state of nerves that the mere approach of 
the little winger caused him to kick anywhere for safety.
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The game proved once again that the Borough defence can 
be very good, as at Rugby the week before, or not nearly so 
good, as in this game. It could be that the absence of Barber 
had a lot to do with this indifferent showing.

Bilston were not a good side. Both wingers, Dyke and 
Griffiths, put in some neat runs. Where their attack failed 
was in front of goal. Randle had quite a few scoring chances 
yet it was not until nearing the end that he put through after 
Sullivan had caught, but failed to hold a full-blooded drive 
from Griffiths.

Barnett For Borough
Nuneaton Borough have this 
week secured the transfer 
from Stockport County, of 
Jack Barnett, an inside-left or 
centre-forward.

A local lad, who formerly 
played for Hartshill Old Boys, 
Barnett was with Sunderland 
last season, scoring over 30 
goals for the Reserve and A 
teams. He joined Stockport 

during the close season. Barnett is not included in the 
team to entertain Walsall Reserves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 14-10-1950 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Campbell.
Walsall: Tolliday; Cheer and Skidmore; Dean, Holding and Montgomery; 
McMorran, Corbett, Bridgett, Sutcliffe and Cole.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

There were heavy hearts at Manor Park on Saturday when 
a Borough side which had been without left-back Carter for 
over twenty minutes, trooped off the field at half-time 3-1 
down and looking a thoroughly dejected and beaten side.

Slack gave Borough the lead on 17 minutes when he finished 
a fine move by Campbell. Three minutes after Slack’s goal, 
Cole, Walsall’s outside-left, swung across what was obviously 
intended to be a centre. Barber got too far under the ball, which 
sailed over his head and entered the net via the far upright.

Ten minutes later, Barber, racing out of goal to clear, kicked 
against the approaching Corbett, from whom it rebounded 
to Kelly. The latter again put the ball straight to Corbett, who 
lifted it into the empty net. Three minutes after that Bridgett 
tapped the ball through from a McMorran corner kick to give 
Walsall a 3-1 lead, which they still held at the interval.

Five minutes after half-time, Slack reduced the lead from a 
well-placed Harris free-kick. Ten minutes after this Freimanis 
was only partially checked near goal, the ball ran loose to 

Jayes, who with Tolliday out of his goal, shot into the empty 
net. It wasn’t long before the demoralised Walsall defence 
conceded the vital fourth goal. A pass up the right wing found 
Jayes ready for it. He ran on unhampered, slipped across a 
perfect low ball, and Freimanis had it into the net in a flash.

Walsall could not complain about the result. They had 
most of the luck that was going, including being up against 
ten men for a big share of the game, yet they just couldn’t 
withstand Borough’s storming second-half raids. It was a 
great performance on Borough’s part.

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 21-10-1950 
Borough: Barber; Bond and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Harris; Slack, 
Jayes, Freimanis, Walton and Campbell.
Moor Green: Taylor; Smith and Dooley; Croton, McKenzie and Cheshire; 
Bodfish, Tibbins, Jeffries, McHenry and Jakeman.

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Moor Green got off to a bad start when, after just three minutes 
play, McKenzie put through his own goal in interfering with a 
Harris shot which goalkeeper Taylor seemed to have covered. 
The “Moors” drew level after 22 minutes when Thompson 
completely missed the ball and let in Jeffries. The latter netted 
after first shooting against the post.

Freimanis put Borough ahead again when he broke through 
and netted from close range. Slack got the third with a grand 
shot after a move in which Walton and Jayes had a major part.

Early in the second-half, Bodfish paved the way for McHenery 
to shoot through a forest of legs to beat the unsighted Barber 
to make the score 3-1. Six minutes later came a penalty from 
Slack, before the best goal of the match, when a delighful 
move ended in Jayes scoring with a perfectly placed shot.

Everyone who saw the game will know that it was anything 
but easy. Indeed Borough were struggling throughout in 
order to keep ahead – and only two brilliant saves, one in 
each half, by Barber from real pile drivers, saved Borough 
from having to labour a great deal harder.

The Moor Green forwards gave the Borough defence plenty to 
think about. They had a capable right-wing pair in McHenery 
and Bodfish, while Tibbins at inside-left proved himself a rare 
worker. Borough’s defence, especially Thompson, who played 
a very patchy game, was caught on the hop and appeared to 
be sluggish all the way through. Kelly has struck a bad patch 
and just now his constructive work is wide open to criticism.

The attack too, was anything but a smooth-working 
combination; indeed was lopsided, with Jayes and Slack 
outshining the left-wing pair, Walton and Campbell. Walton 
was no improvement on other inside lefts and failed to 
stay the pace. Easily the best forward was Slack, who now 
seems to be back at this best form. No-one ever looked like 
checking him and the two goals he got, were both the result 
of unstoppable shots.
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 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 28-10-1950 
Bedworth: Broadaway; Kelly and Woolley; Spacey, Attwood and 
Greenway; Kirkaldie, Setchell, Smith, McKeown and Adams.
Borough: Barber; Bond and Carter; Harris, Hudson and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Jayes, Freimanis, Barnett and Campbell.

Borough made the journey to The Oval to take on Bedworth 
Town in the Birmingham Combination. Borough were without 
both centre-half Thompson and Jim Kelly, who were both 
suffering from the ’flu.

Bedworth took the lead in the 11th minute, when a free-kick 
was awarded against Harris for handball. Greenway placed 
the ball dead in front of goal for Smith to head in. Barber did 
well to get to the ball, but lost it and, taking the rebound, 
Smith shot into the net. Smith got his and Bedworth’s second, 
after 35 minutes. Kirkaldie’s centre found the centre-forward 
unmarked and he again made no mistake, giving the home 
side a 2-0 advantage, which they carried into the second half.

Borough’s task looked hopeless when Slack fired over the 
bar from the penalty spot, five minutes into the second half, 
following a foul on Barnett. But they stuck to their task and 
more important still, continued to play good football and to 
harrass the Bedworth defence.

Attwood and Co. didn’t like Borough’s persistence and 
defenders needlessly kicked into touch. Borough continued to 
peg away – and their perseverence was rewarded 11 minutes 
after the change of ends. Harris started a move on the right, 
the ball was transferred to the left-wing, and then returned into 
the middle for Freimanis to net with a smashing shot.

After that the Bedworth defence came in for a real buffeting. 
At 18 minutes of the second half, another Borough move had 
the defence all at sea and following a desperate struggle in 
the goalmouth, Jayes shot the equaliser. The real battle was 
now on and the goal that Slack scored eight minutes from 
time, more than made up for his earlier penalty miss.

He received a pass near the touchline, held the ball in an 
effort to trick Woolley. He bobbed this side and that, lost 
the ball temporarily, recovered it, cut round and inside the 
defender, and worked the ball towards goal. There’s no doubt 
that the Bedworth defenders – and his own colleagues – 
expected Slack to centre. A scoring shot seemed impossible. 
Yet with not more than a foot of the net inside the near 
upright to shoot at, Slack found the spot. In a final desperate 
effort to prevent a goal, the half unsighted Broadway pushed 
out his foot, but could only help the ball further into the net.

The surprise package for Borough was Tommy Whitcroft, 
whose display at left-half was his best display to date. Harris 
was another fine wing-half, while Charlie Hudson cannot be 
praised too highly for the way he stuck to his unaccustomed 
role at centre-half. This is not the first time this season that 
Borough have pulled a game out of the fire when all has 
seemed lost. Other games have been won on sheer guts, but 
this game was won on guts and ability.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 04-11-1950 
Borough: Barber; Bond and Carter; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Barnett and Campbell.
Banbury: McCornick; Screen and Quinney; Williams, Zambra and 
Ryman; Glass, Martin, Ball, Wilson and Brock.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

It was a good game to watch. Both teams served up some 
excellent football and there were any number of exciting 
goalmouth scenes. Borough were definitely on top in the 
first-half and well deserved their two goals’ lead. Barnett got 
the first after only two minutes’ play when he headed through 
a perfectly placed Harris free-kick. The second goal was 
scored at 25 minutes when Freimanis netted from a penalty 
following a foul on Jayes.

A quarter of an hour after half-time, Williams netted for 
Banbury from a penalty. Nine minutes later Whitcroft 
increased Borough’s lead with a header; Martin got one for 
Banbury 35 minutes after half-time. Eleven minutes from 
the end Jayes scored from a goalmouth scramble to make 
the score 4-2. Three minutes later Campbell rounded off 
an astute Borough attack in which Slack and Jayes figured 
prominently by heading through perfectly; and just before 
the end, the same player, sent away by Freimanis, ran 
through on his own to make the final score 6-2.

Banbury were a good side and yielded only after a desperate 
struggle. Until Borough’s final rally, the visitors had a fair 
share of the attacking, but the all-important difference 
between the two teams was that Borough packed by far the 
greater punch in attack.

If anything, Banbury had the stronger defence until, under 
the hammer blows of a fast-moving and hard-hitting Borough 
attack, it cracked and was finally torn to pieces. It just couldn’t 
withstand the pace set by Slack and Campbell on the wings, 
and the intelligent ball distribution of Freimanis in the middle.

A report on Borough’s FA Cup match appears on later pages.

Borough fans in happy mood BEFORE the FA Cup match at Linby. Some of 
them are seen here waiting for the train at Trent Valley Station. 
  Photo: Nuneaton Observer
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 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 18-11-1950 
Borough: Barber; Kelly and Bond; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Campbell and Perry.
Bromsgrove: Skitt; Devonport and Williams; Murray, Lowery and 
Gallear; Share, Brain, Bird, Cave and Haverty.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Without such stalwarts as centre-half Wainwright and the 
redoubtable centre-forward, “Nodder” Oldnall, Bromsgrove 
were overwhelmed to such an extent that the final score was 
no reflection of the play.

As an example of the total dominance of the home side, early 
in the second half, during an all-out onslaught, Borough 
rained shots at Skitt for what seemed like five minutes, 
during which time the ball hit the woodwork three times and 
on three other occasions struck defenders who were running 
hither and thither like rabbits being chased by a dog.

Harris got Borough’s opening goal after just seven minutes, 
when he shot through from a corner kick taken by Slack. 
After scoring the early goal, Borough had such atrocious luck 
in front of the Bromsgrove net, that it seemed they never 
would score and the supporters began to get a little uneasy, 
wondering whether Bromsgrove might snatch an equaliser 
on the break.

During this time Bromsgrove’s offside tactics caught 
Freimanis time and again, but they were caught out 
eventually, and on 69 minutes Jayes pushed through a long, 
low ball. Freimanis took it in his stride, raced on and shot past 
Skitt as he came out, into the empty net. Borough further 
extended their lead in the next minute, following a Slack 
corner, Perry netted smartly to put the issue beyond doubt.

With regular full-backs Hudson and Carter both out, Kelly 
and Bond did a good job at full-back, while Perry, brought in 
at outside-left, after a long absence, improved the left wing 
as Campbell gave more thrust to the inside position. The 
forwards served up some really delightful football and no-
one can say it was bad finishing that kept the score down. It 
was sheer bad luck most of the time.

Whitcroft and Harris, had two grand attacking wing halves 
and the former is proving to be one of the big successes of the 
season. Barber had few anxious moments in goal.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 25-11-1950 
Banbury: Lafferty; Screen and Quinney; Williams, Barnes and Ryman; 
Saunders, Martin, Ball, Wilson and Brock.
Borough: Barber; Kelly and Bond; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Campbell and Perry.

Borough travelled to meet Banbury Spencer in a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Borough got their first goal after 26 minutes when, after a 
clever dribble, Slack slipped the ball in front of the net for 

Jayes to bang the ball through from close in. The other goal 
was scored by Freimanis after 25 minutes of the second 
half, when, following a Banbury attack, the ball was booted 
upfield. The Borough centre-forward gained possession and 
made a bee-line for goal. Though he had a defender hot on 
his heels, Freimanis held the ball long enough to make the 
goalkeeper come out, and when this happened, Freimanis 
pushed the ball out of the goalkeeper’s reach and into the far 
corner of the net.

Borough’s score might so easily have been six or seven, so 
much were they masters of the situation. Without Zambra, 
for whom Barnes deputised at centre-half, Banbury’s defence 
started shakily and their shakiness increased rather than 
decreased as the game wore on.

They just couldn’t keep the Borough forwards in check. Slack 
had a field day on the right wing and kept Quinney in a state 
of nerves whenever he had the ball. In view of the way he 
rounded the left full-back in the first half, I thought it strange 
that for long periods in the second half, Slack should have 
seen so little of the ball.

The Banbury defence was wide open to down-the-middle 
attacks and had it not been for the fact that Freimanis 
sustained a damaged knee early in the game and that this 
slowed him up, the centre-forward may well and truly have 
feathered his goalscoring nest. Still, he got his usual goal and 
had any number of near misses, as well as allowing a few 
chances to go by the board.

The visiting forwards could attribute their general good 
behaviour to the fatherly support of wing-halves Harris and 
Whitcroft, who never hesitated to come through with the 
ball and push it into the open spaces. Thompson had a good 
match and gave centre-forward Ball little scope. Kelly and 
Bond did their jobs satisfactorily, while Barber had precious 
little to worry about.

This picture of an old Stockingford FC team includes many well-known 
personalities – Alban Moore, George Moore, Ted Hutt, David Moorhouse, 
Arthur Cooper, etc., etc., with the late Mr Robert Foster, licensee of the 
Midland Railway Inn, Stockingford, second left on the back row. Picture 
loaned by Mr Alban Moore, of Haunchwood Road 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer
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Dudley Game Abandoned
The light became so bad in the second half of Saturday’s 
match at Manor Park that it was impossible to follow 
play and to distinguish between Borough and Dudley 
players, and the referee took the only course open to him 
– to abandon the game 12 minutes before the end.

Borough were leading 1-0 at the time the game was 
abandoned, through a goal by Whitcroft.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 09-12-1950 
Hednesford: Cooper; Humphries and Ross; Brazier, Dew and Insley; 
Nicholls, Roberts, Peace, Walsh and Giles.
Borough: Barber; Kelly and Bond; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Jayes, Freimanis, Campbell and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Hednesford Town for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough cannot hope to win the championship with two 
weak inside forwards, and in this game Campbell and Jayes 
were never in the picture at all, and with Freimanis blotted 
out by centre-half Dew – well was it not to be expected that 
the visitors never looked like scoring, never looked like 
making a fight of it.

In recent seasons Borough have developed a most unhappy 
knack of setting the pace in the championship race and then 
cracking up and failing to stay the course. And if nothing is 
done, this is what will happen again. For if the team can’t 
score goals, all its other efforts are wasted.

Hednesford won because they have five forwards who not only 
used the ball intelligently but, more important, shot hard and 
often. Actually they got the ball into the Borough net on no 
fewer than nine occasions, but five times goals were disallowed 
for various infringements, offside, handball, and so on. Jayes 
netted twice, but each time the whistle had gone for offside.

Hednesford’s goals were scored by Walsh, Roberts, Giles and 
Peace, and the only quibble Borough could have is that Peace 
must have been at least eight yards offside when he received 
the pass from which he scored.

  Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 16-12-1950  
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Carter; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Joe Kelly and Perry.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

After being five goals down 15 minutes into the second half, 
Hinckley looked as though they were heading for a real 
drubbing. The Borough defence visibly tired and for the first 
time in the game, the Hinckley forwards really got going. With 
Spacey and Jakeman laying on the pressure, the visitors hit 
back to such good purpose that they scored twice, hit a post, 
and saw Barber save brilliantly from the outside-right.

It was fortunate for Borough that for more than half the game 
the visiting forwards should have shown so little appreciation 
of the value of shooting on the snow-covered surface, 
for never at any stage were Borough five goals the better 
side. Borough owed their lead to the opportunism of their 
forwards, who never neglected the opportunity of having a 
crack at goal. Which is something we have go quite unused to 
this season.

The chances in the attack brought about an appreciable 
improvement. Moved to inside-right, Freimanis proved that 
with more licence than he has been getting recently he can 
score goals. Certainly he introduced far more punch and guile 
into the position.

Awde, promoted from the Reserves, did more than enough 
to justify his inclusion at centre-forward and most definitely 
should be persevered with. He is young and fast, chases the 
ball, and isn’t afraid to try his luck with a shot.

Perry opened Borough’s account after five minutes, when 
he received a pass from Awde, raced past Cooper, dribbled 
round the advancing goalkeeper, and planted the ball into 
the empty net. Awde added a second with a hard drive from 
Freimanis’ pass six minutes later, and Freimanis made it 3-0 
after 23 minutes when he beat Richards with a snap shot 
from fairly long range.

Nine minutes after half-time Awde shot the fourth goal from 
Perry’s pass, and Freimanis made it 5-0 four minutes later from 
Awde’s pass. Jakeman replied for Hinckley by heading through 
Spacey’s centre 23 minutes after half-time, and Wright headed 
through another Spacey centre, four minutes later.

What of Hinckley? Their big fault was that for most of the 
game their forwards were so badly off the target with their 
shooting. In their approach work, too, they were inclined to 
play too square and we often saw three players take part in a 
move which merely took the ball from one side of the field to 
the other without scarcely gaining a yard of ground.

Local Football Clubs’ Finances
From all that we hear the local professional football clubs are 
having a worrying time this season, and money is not nearly 
so easily come by as of yore.

It is common knowledge that both the Bedworth and 
Atherstone clubs could be in a much happier financial 
position than they now find themselves. Indeed the “Adders” 
have been compelled to increase prices of admission.

And even Nuneaton Borough FC, so we learn, is beginning 
to feel the pinch, as a result of considerably decreased 
attendances at their home games. This is a certain “sign of 
the times,” for Borough has always been regarded as the best 
supported club in the Birmingham Combination.

Failure at the very first hurdle in this season’s FA Cup 
competition, has resulted in an appreciable falling off of 
interest in the Borough club’s activities, and even though 
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the side is challenging for the league championship the 
diminishing “gates” at Manor Park are causing the officials no 
little anxiety.

Take last Saturday’s game, for example. The “gate” for this 
local “derby” with Hinckley Athletic was expected to attract 
at least a 5,000 attendance; but what with the weather and 
the Borough’s heavy defeat at Hednesford the week previous, 
the attendance was down to 2,000.

Certain it is that unless there is an improvement in 
attendances, Borough officials will be compelled to bring the 
pruning knife into operation.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 23-12-1950 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Harris, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
slack, Freimanis, Awde, Joe Kelly and Perry.

Borough travelled to Middlefield Lane to play Hinckley 
Athletic in a Birmingham Combination game.

It’s a sad thought that now at long last Borough has found 
a goalscoring forward line, the defence would be giving 
goals away far too easily for anybody’s peace of mind. As at 
Manor Park the previous week, the forwards gave Borough a 
commanding lead in the return match, and as at Manor Park, 
the defence went all to pieces once Athletic had scored a 
goal, and the final whistle came with Jakeman being denied 
what would have been an equalising goal with practically the 
last kick of the match, on the grounds of offside.

It was a remarkable game in that until they got their first 
goal midway through the second half, Hinckley looked, and 
indeed played like, a thoroughly beaten side.

But from that point until the end, the Hinckley forwards ran 
rings round a badly rattled and jittery Borough defence. In 
fact, so easy was the way to goal now that with the least bit of 
luck Hinckley might have won. As it was their grand come-
back deserved to bring them a point.

Freimanis, the best forward on the field, scored three of 
Borough’s four goals. The first came when, after Richards 
had only partially saved his first shot, he regained possession 
and put the ball into the net. He got his second with a grand 
first-time shot, and his last from a penalty after Slack had been 
brought down in the area. Awde headed the other from Slack’s 
centre. Rathbone, Gray and Wright replied for the Athletic.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 25-12-1950 

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park on 
Christmas Day for a Birmingham Combination game.

After holding their own fairly well in the first-half of this 
match, the Atherstone defence cracked up before the pace of 
Perry and the skill of Slack, and in the end the visitors were 
lucky not to have been beaten by an even wider margin.

From start to finish there was never any real doubt as to the 
Borough’s superior football skill, but it was not until after the 
change of ends that they were able to translate their midfield 

ascendancy into goals. Borough had several first-half scoring 
chances, for the wingers, especially Perry, were frequently 
planting the ball in front of the “Adders” net; but largely 
because the inside forwards crowded out each other these 
scoring opportunities were frittered away, and the interval 
arrived with the home side only one goal ahead, Awde having 
netted with a fast low drive after Freimanis had had a shot 
charged down.

In the first minute of the second half, Harris, the Atherstone 
pivot, failed to connect with a forward pass from Dickenson, 
and Freimanis took advantage of an easy opening to score 
Borough’s second goal. This second setback appeared to 
knock all the fight out of the visitors and from then on it was 
mostly one-way traffic to the end defended by the “Adders.”

Dolphin just couldn’t match the speed of Perry, and was often 
left stranded; Lovering, who had done well previously now 
found Slack’s box of tricks too much for him. In fact, Borough 
forwards got  so much on top that the visitors were forced 
into an entirely defensive game, with the result that their re-
shuffled forward line with Phillips leading instead of Pulfrey, 
had very largely to fend for itself and seldom seriously tested 
the home rearguard.

Atherstone got their only goal between Borough’s fourth and 
fifth, seven minutes from time, when Phillips netted following 
an indirect free kick four yards from goal after Thompson 
had been pulled up for obstruction. Prior to this, Dickenson 
had headed through after Freimanis had put a Perry centre 
against the face of the bar, and scored a fourth when he 
turned through a Slack corner kick.

Freimanis completed the Borough’s scoring in the last minute 
when all he had to do was tap the ball through after Slack 
had waltzed his way right through a badly-rattled defence.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1950 

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to face Atherstone 
Town in a Boxing Day Birmingham Combination game.

Ray Paul made his first appearance of the season at centre-
forward and skipper Stan Marshall moved to inside-right, 
making “Adders” an immeasurably better side than the team 
so heavily defeated on Christmas Day.

Playing like a different team, Atherstone were leading 2-0 a 
little over a quarter-of-an-hour from the end and seemed all 
set fully to avenge their previous day’s defeat. Actually there 
had been little in it territorially up to that period – except that 
the “Adders” had snapped up two scoring chances, whereas 
Borough nearest approach to a goal was a shot by Perry 
which struck the inside of the post and, luckily for the home 
side, rebounded into Tighe’s hands.

Paul, showing all his old liveliness and foraging abilities, had 
given Thompson a most worrying time, and he and Marshall 
often had the Borough defence on tenterhooks. Borough had 
always been well in the game with some sprightly attacking 
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moves, but all their good approach work seemed to peter out 
before the relentless tackling and steady kicking of Dolphin, 
Lovering and centre-half Harris.

And so, with little more than a quarter-of-an-hour to go, the 
home side led 2-0. Pulfrey had netted at seven minutes after 
Thompson had feebly headed a free-kick straight to Phillips’ 
feet, while at 56 minutes a perfect cross by Phillips was 
brilliantly headed home by Paul.

Then came a Borough goal which completely transformed 
the whole course of the game, and nearly brought disaster to 
the home side. In the 73rd minute an attack on the Nuneaton 
right saw Freimanis slip the ball across the face of the goal 
to Awde, who shot hard and low into the net. A few minutes 
later Slack should have equalised, for after breaking clean 
through and with only the goalkeeper to beat and three-
quarters of the net into which to shoot, he put the ball wide 
of the near post. It looked like proving an expensive miss.

But five minutes from time Awde scored a brilliant equaliser. 
A punt up field was miskicked by an Atherstone defender just 
in his own half. Standing nearby, Awde snapped up the ball, 
raced through like a greyhound, and finished up by beating 
Tighe with a grand shot.

The “Adders” were sorely tried in the dying minutes and 
with the last kick of the match Whitcroft caused Tighe to 
clear from underneath the bar. There was no doubt as to the 
fairness of the result. Had either side won, that side would 
have been lucky. The “Adders” could be well sasisfied with 
their performance. A repetition of this form should bring 
them more points.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 30-12-1950 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Carter; Bond, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Dickenson and Perry.
Lockheed: Spencer; Keeble and C. Bennett; Soden, Latham and Hawker; 
Morrow, Kirkaldie, C. Bennett, Grimwood and Kerry.

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The odd feature about this game was that Borough had such 
an overwhelming share of the proceedings that they should 
have won by a very wide margin, yet in actual fact they only 
just scraped home. The Lockheed goal had a whole series 
of lucky escapes, especially when both Awde and Freimanis 
shot against a post.

Spencer gave a capital display in the Lockheed goal. Time and 
time again he saved when goals seemed imminent, sometimes 
due to excellent judgment, sometimes to a big slice of luck. But 
there it was. Borough only once got the ball into the net; and as 
so often happens in such games, the visitors all but snatched 
an equaliser in the dying minutes when Grimwood hit the bar 
with one of the best shots of the match.

The only other time Lockheed looked like scoring was when 
Carter headed away a Morrow shot which may have beaten 

Barber. These two incidents apart, Barber was never in 
difficulties. Spencer was busy for the remainder of the game.

The defence really had an easy time against the Lockheed 
forwards, except when Thompson faltered – and he often did. 
The only visiting forward who really looked dangerous was 
Morrow, who took upon himself the role of roamer in chief. 
Little was seen of Kirkaldie. Prior to an injury which kept him 
off the field most of the second half, Kerry put in some userful 
left-wing runs.

The goal that won Borough the game was a simple affair, 
Freimanis turning through Slack’s cross.

Lyman Resigns
It was officially announced 
last night by Mr P. Osborne, 
on behalf of the directors 
of the Borough FC, that Mr 
C. C. Lyman has tendered 
his resignation as player-
manager.

Mr Lyman states that he has 
been offered another post 
and desires to be free so that 

he would be in the position to consider and accept if 
suitable to him. The player-manager’s contract with the 
club did not expire until May, but it has always been 
understood that the directors would not stand in his way 
if the chance of bettering himself presented itself.

The directors have accepted his resignation, and his 
contract has been cancelled by mutual consent. Mr 
Lyman leaves the club with the best wishes of the 
directors, staff and supporters for a successful future.

Mr Lyman issued a statement confirming his resignation 
and thanking everyone connected with the club and all 
supporters, also the many friends he had made in his 
two-and-a-half years’ stay, and said he left the Borough 
FC with memories that he will always treasure.

Football League Membership
The Borough Secretary Writes...
Sir, – With regard to the article in a local newspaper on 
Saturday last my directors feel that the writer would have 
been nearer the mark in what he had to say if he had based 
his ideas on facts, and not on imagination.
My directors have not the slightest objection to the writer 
speculating as to the reason for Colin Lyman’s resignation, or 
as to Arthur Harris’ future position with the club.What they do 
object to is the incorrect statement that the gates at Manor 
Park are often in the 5,000 to 6,000 category. My directors can 
only conclude that the writer is not the newspaper’s regular 
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reporter of the matches. The true facts are that the gates 
this season for the whole of the Birmingham Combination 
matches have averaged about half of the figure stated. Which 
is an entirely different kettle of fish. Does the writer imagine 
that better class football can be maintained on these gates?
One would think from the article that the club only has to 
say “We’ll play in the Third Division next season,” and in 
you go. But, believe us, it is not as easy as all that, for many 
non-league clubs have tried for years without success. A fair 
amount of money was spend last year in canvassing league 
clubs and on propaganda but without success. No doubt the 
club will try again when the time comes. Perhaps the writer 
knows of some magician who can produce the club a few 
votes out of a hat when the next application is made. We shall 
need them.
Finally, he states that the club needs “classy” inside men who 
can score goals. The club knows this from bitter experience.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 06-01-1951 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Thornton; Bond, Thompson and 
Whitcroft; Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Harris, Perry.
Stourbridge: Branston; Deakin and Rowberry; Baker, Kitson and 
Whitfield; Page, Mullins, Farmer, Swingewood and Halland.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough’s three greyhounds – Perry, Awde and Slack – aided 
and abetted by Harris and Freimanis and prompted by wing 
halves Whitcroft and Bond, ran the Stourbridge defenders off 
their legs.

Borough’s forward play was little short of brilliant. Harris, in 
his first appearance at inside-left, set the pattern for his side’s 
future policy when, with his first kick, he pushed a long ball 
up the wing yards ahead of Perry. The winger swooped on the 
ball and streaked away, only to be pulled up for offside.

But Harris had set the pattern – the long through pass – and 
Borough stuck to the plan practically throughout. Hence 
their success. The only time they forsook these tactics was 
in the early stages of the second half when, flushed by the 
success of their earlier efforts, they indulged in rather playful 
antics and temporarily seemed satisfied with their 6-1 lead. 
Hereabouts, for the first time in the match, Stourbridge 
began to show signs of life, and two quick goals cut down 
Borough’s lead to 6-3.

After the break Borough reasserted themselves and Perry 
and Slack turned on the heat once more, and before the 
final whistle had sounded the total goals scored had been 
increased to eleven. Manor Park has not seen such dazzling 
forward play as this in years. For all they did about it the 
wretched, crestfallen, bewildered Stourbridge defenders with 
the notable exception of goalkeeper Branston might just as 
well have stayed in the dressing-room.

Some sympathy must be afforded to centre-half Kitson and 

full-backs Deakin and Rowberry, who seemed rooted to the 
ground as Awde, Perry and Slack sped by them on the way to 
goal. It was a great day for Borough’s young centre-forward. 
He scored four goals in a row in the first-half. Three of them 
were really fine efforts and the other, he merely had to tap 
through from Freimanis’ centre. He brought his total to five 
late in the second half.

Freimanis did not have one of his best games, although he 
added three more to his growing total of goals. He missed quite 
a few chances which normally he would have accepted with 
glee – but in the end he followed his first-half goal with two 
more, both delightful headers. Slack was at his devastating 
best in the second half, and the usual reliable Rowberry was 
dazzled by the winger’s speed and ball control. Slack got two 
of the last five goals, one a perfect header. Perry only managed 
one, but laid on the centres for several of the others.

This Borough display gave home supporters more to shout 
about than any other game since the hectic Cup games of 
last season. The only fly in the ointment was that Stourbridge 
were allowed to score three goals, two of which might have 
been avoided. Considering the ground was ankle deep in 
mud, mistakes might be pardoned. Farmer, Swingewood and 
Page scored for Stourbridge

Borough To Visit King’s Lynn
Nuneaton Borough directors have accepted the 
invitation of King’s Lynn to visit them to play for the 
Norfolk “Culey” Cup.

The necessary permission has now been received and 
the match is to be played at King’s Lynn on March 21.

It is understood that a special train will be run for the 
benefit of Borough supporters, and it is expected a 
large contingent of followers will accompany the team 
to renew the friendship made when King’s Lynn visited 
Nuneaton last season in the memorable FA Cup tie.

The “Culey” Cup is reputed to be a magnificent trophy – 
in fact the most valuable in the Eastern counties.

 Nuneaton Borough v Coalville Town 20-01-1951 
Borough: Sullivan; Thornton and Carter; Kelly, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Perry.
Coalville: Calvert; Rennick and Pell; Brooks, Collett and Charlton; Astle, 
Williamson, Richards, Benniston and Nairn.

Borough welcomed Central Alliance side Coalville Town to 
Manor Park for a Coalville Cup tie. Borough got their Reserve 
team through to the semi-final of the competition, playing a 
strong side, as there was no first-team fixture.

Borough were far too strong for Coalville and there were 
many exciting incidents in the Coalville goalmouth, the 
scramble for goals led to a whole series of misses and 
precious few good shots.
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It has become obvious in recent weeks that the Borough 
forwards can become real terrors when the ball is pushed 
ahead of them so that they can exploit the speed of their 
two wingers and centre-forward Awde. But in this game 
they preferred to dally on the way. They played too square; 
indulged in pretty but ineffective close football, with the 
result that more times than not the forwards received the ball 
with their backs to the goal.

Arthur Harris opened Borough’s account after five minutes’ 
play when he netted from Thornton’s long pass while the 
Coalville defenders were expecting him to slip the ball to 
Whitcroft who was following up closely. Awde got the second 
midway through the half when he followed up a loose ball 
and tapped it into the net when Calvert seemed certain to 
intervene. This was the goal of an opportunist.

The centre-forward got the third goal 20 minutes after half-
time when, following a scramble in the Coalville penalty area 
after a Perry centre, he shot past Calvert.

Ex-Nuneaton Town Footballer Dies
A former Nuneaton Town footballer following the First 
World War, Mr Albert John (Johnnie) Booton, of 36, Pool 
Bank Street, Nuneaton, died in George Eliot Hospital on 
Thursday morning.

Fifty-one years of age, Mr Booton was a clever inside 
forward in his day. He leaves a widow and one son.

Cronin Joins Rugby Town
Leo Cronin, Borough’s long-serving player, who had a 
benefit last season in recognition of five years’ service – 
has been transferred to Rugby Town and played right-half 
for his new club against Hednesford on Saturday. Cronin 
lives and works in Rugby and recently re-started playing 
football after a long lay-off following an operation.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 27-01-1951 
Stafford: Frew; Heath and Homer; Hibbs, Llewellyn and Gilbert; Anslow, 
C. Evans, Marriott, Ridgeway and A. Evans.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Carter; Bond, Thompson and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Stafford Rangers to play a 
Birmingham Combination match.

A lively Stafford attack soon found where Borough’s 
weakness lay – and exploited it to the full. Marriott, a slick-
moving centre forward, had the beating of Thompson 
eight times out of ten, and therein lay the root of most of 
Borough’s evils. For not only was the weakness there for 
everybody to see; it also had a bad psychological effect on 
the other defenders for in their anxiety to help close the gap, 
they crowded into the middle and left the Rangers’ wingers, 

Anslow and A. Evans with more than enough room in which 
to work.

Borough received a severe jolt to their hopes eight minutes 
from the start. They had opened with a series of raids which 
at once made it clear that the Rangers were not too confident 
of their chances. Then, in practically their first attack Anslow 
pushed forward a pass which would undoubtedly have gone 
harmlessly through to the waiting Barber. In the line of flight 
and in his own penalty area, Thompson put his hand to the 
ball – and C. Evans converted the inevitable penalty kick.

Six minutes after the penalty goal, Rangers got their second 
when a long lob down field found Marriott unmarked and 
the centre-forward ran in to beat Barber with a well-placed 
shot. Their third goal, after 36 minutes, was a further stroke 
of bad luck for Borough. Anslow, after cutting in from the 
wing, failed to get hold of the ball properly and it bounced 
apparently quite harmlessly, towards Barber. In going down, 
however, the goalkeeper slipped, and the ball passed over his 
protrate body into the net.

No team can afford to give another side three goals start, but 
as events turned out Borough might easily have saved the 
game. In the dying minutes of the first-half Perry broke clean 
through the Stafford defence, went to within a few yards of 
the goalkeeper, Frew, but missed with his final half-hit shot.

Five minutes after the break, Whitcroft crashed home a shot, 
which the goalkeeper never saw until it hit the net. Arthur 
Harris then put a shot over the top with the goal at his mercy 
before Rangers rushed straight to the other end and made 
the score 4-1. Then came a goal by Slack to make the score 
4-2. Borough now exerted great pressure. Another smashing 
Whitcroft shot hit the under angle of the cross-bar, struck the 
goalkeeper as it dropped down, and then went to Awde, who 
tried to put it through with his hands. That proved Borough’s 
last chance and two precious points had been lost.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 03-02-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Smith, Kelly and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Perry.
Redditch: Rogers; Hunt and Davis; Morrall, Aston and Baker; Giles, 
Davidson, Payne, Cutter and Campbell.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game. Borough included new signing Stan 
Smith, signed from Swansea, who played right-half.

Borough were slightly the better side throughout and 
deserved to win, but how Redditch fought back. Two goals 
down at the half-way stage, after having held their opponents 
for the first half-hour, the visitors came back with a bang after 
the break. Ironically, it was Jimmy Campbell who started 
Borough’s second-half worries.

Borough’s first goal was scored by Whitcroft, who shot 
through a crowd of players from Perry’s corner kick. Awde’s 
perseverance brought about the second Borough goal. When 
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the ball was hit hard up the left wing, Awde went after it. 
Hunt, who ought to have cleared slipped. The centre-forward 
was on the spot, took the ball forward, rounded a defender, 
and then slipped a short pass to Perry, who put in an unerring 
shot which found the net.

Three minutes after half-time Jimmy Campbell latched on 
to a long ball up the wing, bore in towards goal, and then 
beat Barber all ends up with a perfectly placed shot. It was 
now practically anyone’s game and six minutes later Payne 
levelled the score after Barber had saved his first effort.

Harris restored Borough’s lead, when following a series of free-
kicks just outside the Redditch area, newcomer Stan Smith, 
lifted the ball over the heads of the defenders for Harris to head 
into the net. For a short time afterwards Redditch threatened 
to draw level again; but the last quarter of an hour saw 
Borough several times nearly increase their lead. Awde might 
easily have netted a couple of goals, but failed. Rogers made a 
great save near the post from Freimanis.

Smith, the new right half from Swansea, made a pleasing 
debut and looks like proving a decided acquisition. With 
Whitcroft and Thornton up to the usual standard, there was 
little to complain about. Of the forwards, the wingers were 
in fine fettle. Slack showed us all the arts and crafts of wing 
play, while Perry displayed great speed and dash on the 
opposite wing. Both inside men did their job well.

Redditch are a good side and have a solid defence, in which 
goalkeeper Rogers was a shining light. It was his fine work in 
goal, making two storming saves from Harris and one from 
Freimanis, that made Borough’s task harder.

Wilfred Pickles In Nuneaton 
For Three Days
Wilfred Pickles will visit Nuneaton 
on March 22, 23 and 24, with his 
“Have A Go” programme.

There will be two “Have A Go” 
shows – one for miners and their 
wives on March 23 and one for 
miners’ children on March 24. The 

shows will be staged at the Co-operative Hall, Nuneaton.

This tour is being undertaken by Wilfred Pickles entirely 
at his own request. His visits to coalfields are not 
intended as an effort to exhort the miners to produce 
more coal. He conceived the idea purely as a means of 
expressing thanks to the miners in a tangible form for the 
efforts they have made to produce the coal the country 
needs, despite the shrinkage in manpower that has 
taken place over the last year or so. He regards the miner 
as right in the front line in the national fight to assure the 
country’s economic position and achieve the necessary 
degree of rearmament.

 Sutton Coldfield Town v Nuneaton Borough 06-01-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Smith, Kelly and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Sutton Coldfield for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough’s form away from home is causing concern, and is 
simply not good enough to win the championship. Borough 
home and away are two entirely different propositions. Few 
teams appear to worry them at Manor Park, but every team 
worries them away. It could be argued that the Sutton ground 
is not conducive to good football. It is very narrow, slopes from 
side to side and has a very bumpy playing surface. Doubtless it 
is a difficult ground on which to play, but the fact is that a team 
hoping to win the championship simply must adapt itself to 
the conditions, however good or bad they might be.

The narrow pitch cramped Borough’s style. The forwards, 
especially, seemed affected, but the truth is that there was 
just no excuse for some of the scoring chances they missed. 
Perry missed the chance of the match when from three yards 
out he took a swipe at the ball and landed it somewhere near 
the corner flag. Awde failed with a couple of easy chances; 
putting the ball over the top each time. Both Perry and Awde 
had poor games. The only really good shot by the visitors 
came from Whitcroft, who went very close to giving his side 
both points in the latter stages of the game.

There was not a great deal of fault to find with the defenders 
except that occasionally they hesitated about going into a 
tackle. The Sutton forwards had little craft and relied mainly 
on “hit and run” tactics. Oddly enough, though outplayed for 
long periods in the second half, twice the home side broke 
away and nearly got a goal, only a fine save by Barber, saving 
the Borough’s skin on one occasion.

Generally speaking there is concern over the team’s displays 
away from home. It is certain that unless there is considerable 
improvement in this connection, the odds against Borough 
winning the championship will lengthen appreciably.

 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 17-02-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; K. Brown, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Perry.
Rugby: Thacker; Frame and Hill; Cronin, Betts and Osborne; Johnston, 
Gardner, Smith, Mone and Guest.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough won so handsomely because they used the right 
tactics on a ground ankle-deep in mud and slush. They made 
the ball do the work, moved it about freely, pushed it into 
the open spaces, changed the point of attack in bewildering 
fashion, and, above all, took a crack at goal without the 
slightest hesitation. Was it to be wondered at then, that the 
Rugby defenders should have had such an unhappy match.
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Borough got off to a good start by scoring after only three 
minutes’ play. Bursting through, Harris was checked near 
the penalty spot and the ball was pushed out to Perry, 
whose cross was hit into the net by Slack. After 13 minutes, 
Freimanis pushed the ball through to Harris, who scored with 
a hard, low drive. Freimanis made it 3-0 at 20 minutes after 
Thacker had only succeeded in partially clearing a high ball 
from Whitcroft. Awde headed a fourth from Perry’s centre 
at 27 minutes, and shot a fifth from Freimanis’ pass at 35 
minutes, Borough crossing over with a 5-0 half-time lead.

Twenty-eight minutes of the second half had gone before a 
centre from Perry had been headed in by Awde via Slack’s 
head. Two minutes later Freimanis sent Slack away for the 
latter to plant the ball in the opposite end of the net; while 
seven minutes from the end Freimanis got the eighth and 
final goal from Whitcroft’s pass. Although the only forward 
not to score, Perry not only twice hit a post, but had a big 
hand in two or three other goals.

Borough’s forwards were in devastating mood in the first 
half, when they pummelled the Rugby defence unmercifully. 
Harris and Freimanis were the schemers, foxed centre-half 
Betts and his colleagues into false positions and then sent 
Slack, Perry and Awde away with a long through or crossfield 
pass which splits defences wide open.

The two wingers revelled in the heavy gooing. Perry was 
altogether too fast for Frame, the former Leicester City player, 
while Slack always possessed too many tricks for Hill, who 
went to Rugby from Notts County. Both Awde and Freimanis 
increased their scoring tally by getting five goals between 
them, the former claiming three of them.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth 24-02-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Jim Kelly, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Joe Kelly.
Bedworth: Broadaway; Kelley and Woolley; Gilmour, Attwood and 
Greenway; Setchell, Whitworth, Smith, McKeown and Fallon.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Bedworth won this game for three reasons; (1) because 
their defenders refused to be rattled in the face of almost 
persistent, if ill-directed pressure; (2) because their forwards 
made better use of the limited scoring opportunities that 
came their way; and (3) because Borough, lacking the 
services of live-wire Perry on the extreme left, had a lop-sided 
attack. It would be just as easy for Bedworth to say that they 
were without Peter Spacey, who was doubtless missed, but 
never so much as Borough missed Perry.

Bedworth took the lead after 33 minutes, when McKeown 
headed home from Setchell’s corner kick. Immediately 
afterward Borough went straight upfield and forced a corner. 
Slack’s accurate cross had Broadaway in trouble. He caught 
the ball, lost it, and it struck the onrushing Awde and went 

into the net. The referee disallowed a goal, presumably on 
the ground that the centre-forward had charged the keeper.

Borough’s defence was caught napping when Whitworth got 
Bedworth’s second goal 11 minutes after half-time. A through 
pass by Smith found the Borough defence wide open, and 
Whitworth went clean through unchecked. Barber should 
have come out, but he stood his ground and a well-directed, 
shot went across him and entered the far corner of the net.

Borough reduced Bedworth’s lead when Thornton scored 
from the penalty spot after Freimanis had been brought down 
in the area. The home side had a couple of opportunities 
after their goal when Slack struck the bar with Broadaway 
well and truly beaten and later when Slack, operating on the 
left wing, put across a ball which travelled all the way across 
the Bedworth goalmouth, not more than six inches from the 
goal-line and no defender in sight. The ball merely needed 
to be tapped into the goal, but both Awde and Freimanis 
completely missed the ball. What a miss! What an escape!

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 03-03-1951 
Walsall: Tolliday; Methley and Boyden; Dean, Morris and Montgomery; 
Millard, Sutcliffe, Chapman, Hughes and Lloyd.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Smith, Kelly and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Freimanis, Awde, Harris and Horton.

Borough made the journey to face Walsall Reserves in a 
Birmingham Combination game.

This, in many respects, was a remarkable game. For the first 
half-hour Borough played brilliantly and literally ran the 
home side off its feet. Strongly backed by the wing-halves, 
the forwards with reserve outside left Horton ever a shining 
light, moved the ball about with precision and uncanny 
accuracy and the Walsall defenders were running all over the 
field in a vain effort to keep them in check.

Both before and after Horton had given Borough the lead 
with a smashing shot from an Awde cross after 17 minutes’ 
play, Walsall were in dire trouble and only sheer luck saved 
their goal on several occasions. And Walsall’s own scoring 
efforts were positively feeble; indeed, during the whole of this 
period Barber was seldom called upon.

Then, half-an-hour from the start, came an incident which 
turned the game upside down. In one of their isolated raids, 
Kelly, who had a grand game at centre-half, pushed out 
his leg to get the ball away from Lloyd – and the winger fell 
over his outstretched leg. The whistle went. Lloyd, who was 
moving away from goal at the time and was in no position 
to score, but the ball down outside the penalty area, but the 
referee pointed to the penalty spot. To add insult to injury, 
Chapman, who took the spot kick, made a terribly bad effort 
with his shot. He completely mis-hit the ball which bounced 
twice before going into the net. Three minutes later Walsall 
went ahead with another soft goal. Hughes made a real hack 
of a perfect scoring chance, and his feeble effort rolled to 
Sutcliffe, who with his back to goal, swung round with the 
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obvious intention of getting the ball back into the ruck of 
players in the Borough goalmouth. No-one could have been 
more surprised than Sutcliffe when the ball passed through a 
sea of legs into the net.

When Sutcliffe netted a third goal ten minutes after half-
time, Borough had completely shot their bolt. The defence 
became jittery, with the notable exception of Jim Kelly, who 
undoubtedly gave his best display this season, while the 
forwards lost all their early sparkle and initiative and foozled 
several chances of saving the game.

The least said about Walsall’s fourth goal in the dying 
minutes the better. When Hughes received the ball in front 
of the Borough goal he was much nearer Barber than any 
Borough defender; in fact he looked yards offside. The player 
himself evidently thought so, for he hesitated for some time 
before pushing the ball into the net.

So, two more valuable points were lost. Hednesford are 
gradually but surely consolidating their position; and unless 
Borough really pull themselves together in their remaining 
matches – well, the boat will have been missed once again.

Borough Hope To Sign New Centre-Half
Borough FC are hoping to sign a new centre-half, named 
Henderson, in time to play against Moor Green at The 
Moorlands tomorrow.

The player has been with a North Eastern League side for 
the past three seasons, and was the club’s regular first-
choice pivot until coming to work in the Coventry district 
a few days ago. His club reached the first-round proper of 
the FA Cup this season.

Bequest To Town
One-half of the residue of the estate of the late Miss E. G. 
Paul has been bequeathed to Nuneaton Borough Council 
for the improvement of the land in Lutterworth Road 
given to the Council by Miss Paul and her brother.

The Council is being asked next week to place on record 
its appreciation of this further act of generosity. The 
Town Clerk will report on the matter when particulars of 
the estate are known.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 10-03-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Kelly, Henderson and Harris; 
Slack, Smith, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to The Moorland to take on Moor 
Green in a Birmingham Combination match.

All the goals came in the first-half and seeing that Barber 
saved two penalties in the second half, it may be said that 
Borough were a little fortunate to win. Yet the visitors so badly 
outplayed the home side at various stages in the game that 

had those two penalties being converted, Borough should 
still have won. Goalkeeper Taylor made a whole series of fine 
saves; he got in the way of some shots about which he knew 
little of nothing; while other shots cannoned against defenders 
who were running hither and thither like cornered rabbits.

Borough’s first goal was scored by Whitcroft, but could have 
been scored by anyone in the melee that took place in front 
of the Moor Green goal. The inside-left simply had to force 
the ball over the line after a terrific struggle in the goalmouth. 
Freimanis put the pass through for Perry to score the second 
Borough goal. The winger took the ball in his stride, cut inside, 
and flashed the ball hard and low past the helpless Taylor.

Moor Green, two goals behind after 16 minutes, appeared to 
be heading for a heavy defeat. They might easily have been 
three or four goals behind inside half-an-hour. Yet ten minutes 
later they were on level terms. Massey got their first goal on 
30 minutes, when he headed through after his initial shot had 
been partially saved by Barber. His second came a few minutes 
later when he converted an Adams’ centre after Bond’s poorly-
placed free-kick had gone straight to an opponent.

Whitcroft’s second goal, which proved to be the winner, was a 
beauty. Provided with a pass by Freimanis, he slammed home 
an unstoppable shot. Previously he had a fine drive grandly 
saved by Taylor.

It was in isolated raids after heavy Borough pressure periods 
that Moor Green were awarded their two penalties. In the first 
instance Bond handled the ball. Smith’s kick was slightly to 
the side of Barber, who saved well. On the second occasion, 
new centre half Henderson brought down a forward. This 
time Massey took the spot kick and drove the ball hard and 
straight at Barber. Again the goalkeeper safely held the ball.

“Adders” Sign Borough Centre-Half
Bill Thompson, who has been signed from Nuneaton 
Borough, makes his debut appearance for Atherstone in 
the side to meet Rugby Town at Sheepy Road tomorrow.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 17-03-1951 
Bilston: Ralph; Price and James; Buxton, Childs and Bache; Griffiths, 
Boycott, Lewis, Dyke and Warren.
Borough: Sullivan; Thornton and Bond; Kelly, Henderson and Harris; 
Slack, Smith, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Queen Street, Bilston to play a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough lost Reserve team keeper Sullivan, deputising for 
the injured Barber, after only ten minutes’ play. Only iron 
men could have withstood the terrible conditions under 
which this game was played. Indeed, many of the spectators 
thought the match should never have been started, let alone 
carried through for the full 90 minutes. The pitch was a sea of 
mud even before the start; it rained heavily throughout and 
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conditions became so farcical and strenuous as the minutes 
ticked by that the wonder is that the players stuck it out. That 
they did was a rare tribute to their guts. There is no better 
word for it than that.

Borough took an early lead when they swept into attack 
after just five minutes when Freimanis pushed a ball ahead 
of Perry. The winger closed in at great speed and crashed 
an unstoppable right foot shot past the helpless Ralph. Five 
minutes later came tragedy for Borough. Griffiths broke away 
on the right and pushed the ball back to Boycott. The latter, 
from fair range, tried a shot. The ball was going straight to 
Sullivan, who should have moved out to the ball. Instead, he 
stayed on the line. The ball became bogged in the mud a yard 
or so from goal. Centre-forward Lewis moved in; Sullivan in a 
desperate effort to clear, collided with him.

The ball was sent into the net and in his follow-through Lewis’ 
knee came into violent contact with Sullivan’s mouth. The 
goalkeeper had to be carried off on a stretcher suffering from 
concussion and a badly lacerated mouth.

Freimanis went into goal and before half-time Bilston had 
scored two more goals, both of which might easily have 
been prevented had the Borough been at full strength. After 
half-time Stan Smith volunteered to go into goal. Freimanis 
returned to centre-forward and Harris moved up into the 
forward line, leaving only two half-backs.

Borough got back into the game again and shared four 
second half goals with the home side and definitely had the 
home defence in trouble in the dying stages.

The scoring was as follows: Perry (5 minutes), Lewis (10 
minutes), Griffiths (30 minutes), Lewis (40 minutes), Dykes (51 
minutes), Freimanis (60 minutes), Bache (74 minutes), Harris 
(80 minutes). Freimanis scored from Perry’s pass, and Harris 
headed through from Slack’s free-kick.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 24-03-1951 

Borough travelled to Tamworth for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Borough were good value for their win over neighbours 
Tamworth. Except for the last 15 minutes or so, when they 
strove hard to save the game, but were thwarted by Barber, 
Tamworth could never match the team-work and certainly 
better finishing of the Borough, who revealed some of their 
best away form for weeks.

The only real fault to be found with the visitors was that, as 
in other games recently, they were inclined to show fright as 
soon as their opponents scored.

Until Yates reduced their 2-0 lead 13 minutes after half-
time – a goal that looked suspiciously offside – Borough 
were far and away the better side and looked comfortable 
winners. Afterwards, the game became much more even, with 
Tamworth giving every bit as much as they received.

Awde, who got both Borough’s goals in the 19th and 38th 

minutes, each following clever right wing play by Slack, 
added much needed punch and vitality to the attack. Slack 
had a devastating first half, during which he led Gardner a 
merry dance. Perry was much more subdued than is usual on 
the opposite wing, while Kelly had a particularly good match 
at right back. In fact, all the team played well.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 26-03-1951 

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park on Easter 
Monday for a Birmingham Combination game.

A combination of bad luck and indifferent finishing prevented 
Borough winning this return match by a wider margin. 
Especially in the first-half when Tamworth had very much 
the worst of the argument. As at Tamworth, Slack ran rings 
round left-back Gardner and led many hectic assaults on the 
Tamworth goal, while Perry on the opposite wing, was much 
too fast for Gorman, but not nearly so effective in his finishing 
as the outside right.

Indeed, Borough forwards had the beating of the Tamworth 
defence far more times than not, and only the sterling work 
of Crowhurst in goal, plus a few hairbreadth escapes, kept the 
first-half score down to one goal. Awde having netted with a 
well-placed cross-shot following a grand run by Slack after a 
quarter of an hour’s play. Six minutes after half-time Borough 
increased their lead when, after a Perry corner kick, Awde 
deflected a Freimanis shot into the net.

Remarkably enough, after that Tamworth became much 
more dangerous than hitherto and looked much more likely 
to reduce the lead than Borough did to add to it. Indeed, the 
visitors finished the stronger side after a gruelling 90 minutes 
under appalling ground conditions.

Whereas both Freimanis and Harris missed easy chances for 
Nuneaton. Barber made grand saves from Faulkner and D. 
Hughes. The Tamworth defence, after being harassed in the 
first half, tightened up appreciably afterwards and finished 
stronger than Henderson and his colleagues, who had several 
anxious moments before the final whistle sounded.

Borough’s biggest escape came midway through the 
second half when Kelly pushed the ball back to Barber. The 
goalkeeper failed to get his body behind the ball, which 
passed between his legs and rolled just wide of an empty net. 
Apart from this, Barber was always master of his job in the 
Borough goal. Generally speaking Borough had a decided 
advantage in attack, with Slack and Awde doing especially 
good work. The latter gave Wood plenty to think about and 
was unlucky not to score more goals.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 27-03-1951 
Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup.

Borough were good value for their win on Tuesday. On a 
ground deep in mud, Borough proved themselves the better 
side and had matters much their own way.
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In the last half-hour the “Greenbacks” were literally run off 
their feet, Perry losing Kelley almost every time he got the 
ball. So dog-tired was the Bedworth right back in the closing 
stages that he made no attempt to chase after the left winger, 
and left the unfortunate Gimour to try to keep him in check.

During this period the Bedworth defenders had a most 
unhappy time and could scarcely raise a gallop at the finish. 
After Freimanis had headed a perfect goal from Perry’s corner 
kick 20 minutes after half-time, to add to the one scored by 
Awde seven minutes from the start, there was an almost 
incessant bombardment of the Bedworth goal, which had a 
whole series of lucky escapes.

Freimanis headed another Perry cross against a post; 
Whitcroft had a pile-drive well saved by Broadaway; the same 
player slammed the ball through after Freimanis had hit the 
bar, only to see the goal given and then disallowed; and then 
a back kicked a certain scoring shot off the goalline with the 
goalkeeper well beaten.

Yes, it was almost one-way traffic to the Bedworth goal in 
the second half with the “Greenbacks” only putting in an 
occasional raid to relieve the monotony. Still, Bedworth are 
to be commended in sticking it out to the end. Newcomer 
Lewis had a reasonably good game at left-back for Borough. 
In fact, the whole team did well, with Smith at right-half and 
Perry on the left-wing outstanding.

 King’s Lynn v Nuneaton Borough 31-03-1951 
King’s Lynn: Hooper; Jeffries and Stephens; Heydon, Price and Hall; 
High, Jones, Everitt, Whitelum and Middleton.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bone; Smith, Henderson and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough travelled to The Walks, home of Kings Lynn to 
contest the Culey Cup final.

It was obvious from the first kick that Borough did not regard 
this game as an enjoyable Saturday afternoon’s outing. They 
meant business; but no-one, least of all the home players 
and their supporters, could have imagined before the game 
got under way that the Lynn would be given such an object 
lesson on how to play football under treacherous conditions.

There is no doubt at all that the ankle-deep-in-mud pitch 
favoured the younger Borough side. Two goals down after 
12 minutes, the home side fought back so well that ten 
minutes before half-time they had drawn level. Even so, there 
were ominous signs for the Lynn – every time the Borough 
forwards got going the home defence was outpaced and 
thrown almost completely out of gear by the way the visitors, 
with rapid fire thrusts, so quickly changed the point of attack.

Borough’s first goal came after five minutes play when, put 
through by Awde, Whitcroft closed in and looked a certain 
scorer when fetched down by Price. It was a palpable penalty 
and Smith made no mistake from the spot.

Seven minutes later a hard cross by Perry was only partially 

saved by Hooper. Freimanis was at hand and drove the 
ball hard into the net. At twenty-one minutes, Smith fouled 
Whitelum in the area, and High netted from the penalty spot. 
Fourteen minutes later a Borough defender slipped up to let 
in Whitelum, who levelled the scores. Four minutes before 
half-time, following a left-wing assault, Perry swung across 
a beautiful ball and, timing his jump to perfection, Awde 
headed through. Sixteen minutes after half-time, a brilliant 
dribble by Slack gave Whitcroft his chance and the inside 
left shot low into the net. At 65 minutes, Slack paved the 
way for Perry to shoot through off the post; and ten minutes 
later, Perry made the opening for Slack, from the inside-
left position to net Borough’s sixth and final goal. With five 
minutes to go Everitt reduced the lead.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 07-04-1951 
Bromsgrove: Skitt; Davenport and Wainwright; Murray, James and 
Williams; Mitchell, Brain, Cave, Millichap and Haverty.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Bond; Smith, Henderson and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to The Victoria Ground, home of 
Bromsgrove Rovers, for a Birmingham Combination game.

One could scarcely imagine that a side which gave such a 
dazzling exhibition against an infinitely better side only a 
week before could have put on such a dismal and abject 
exhibition as they did on this occasion.

Borough started well, scoring after five minutes when Awde 
accepted a Freimanis pass and beat Skitt with a cross-shot. 
A few minutes later Perry centred for Freimanis to head the 
ball to Awde, who headed into the net. The referee, noticing 
his linesman waving his flag, gave offside, but the ball was 
pulled back from almost on the goal-line.

Fourteen minutes from the start Cave shot through to 
equalise. A few minutes later Awde was put clean through 
and should have put his side ahead again, but delayed his 
shot and missed a great chance. After 20 minutes’ play, a right 
wing move had Harris and Bond beaten, and when the ball 
was crossed Cave netted his second goal for the Rovers.

This goal visibly rattled the Borough, but they struggled on 
until the game had been in progress half-an-hour. Then came 
an incident which definitely put paid to their chances and 
which so completely knocked the wind out of their sails that 
they never looked anything but a beaten side subsequently.

A long ball was pushed through the middle. Chased by Cave, 
Henderson tried a back pass to his goalkeeper. Meanwhile 
Barber had left his goal and the pass rolled towards the empty 
Borough net. Millichap raced after it and put it into the net.

Realising that they now had Borough on edge, Bromsgrove 
banged the ball about freely and kept their opponents so 
much on the run that Borough’s raids became fewer and 
fewer, and certainly less militant than in the early stages.

The question was, could Borough make full use of the strong 
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wind which would be at their backs in the second period. The 
answer came six minutes after half-time when Bromsgrove 
broke away and Mitchell centred for Cave to head the ball 
home, making the score 4-1.

Afterwards the football became a shambles. neither side 
made a move worthy of the name; and both sides indulged in 
spoiling tactics. Awde gave Borough a chance, 15 minutes after 
half-time when, following a passing move with Slack, he beat 
Skitt from close range. But his colleagues were beyond rallying 
now, and in another breakaway five minutes from the end, 
Cave registered Bromsgrove’s fifth and his own fourth goal.

There’s very little one can say in mitigation of Borough’s sorry 
display. Theirs was a pathetic exhibition and there can be no 
real excuse.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 14-04-1951 
Borough: Barber; Jim Kelly and Thornton; Smith, Henderson and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.
Darlaston: Bayley; Astley and Martin; Tame, Hodgkins and McGowan; 
Beech, Seager, Springthorpe, Kilroy and Hill.

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

For most of the first-half Borough played as listlessly as they 
did at Bromsgrove the week before. Then, in trying to collect 
a Perry centre, Bayley, the visiting goalkeeper slipped, leaving 
centre-forward Awde with an easy chance, which he duly 
accepted. From this point on the hitherto lively visitors faded 
out of the picture and ended up a well-beaten side.

Awde’s goal, which came in the 41st minute, was followed 
almost immediately by a second from Whitcroft. Borough 
were greatly flattered by their 2-0 half-time lead, despite 
the fact that they had done three parts of the attacking and 
forced a whole series of corners.

Borough dominated the second half, despite the fact that 
goalkeeper Barber suffered a shoulder injury and had to play 
the whole of the second half on the right wing. Smith took 
his place in goal. Kicking against the wind, Borough found 
ball control far easier and often had the Darlaston defence in 
difficulties. Perry added a third goal after 69 minutes following 
a Slack corner kick, and before the end Freimanis made it 4-0 
during a heavy bombardment of the Darlaston goal.

Although not conceding a goal, the defence was not always on 
top of its job and was caught out of position several times in 
the first-half by rapid left-wing thrusts. Kelly, back in the side 
after injury, had a much better second half than first. Harris 
was an oustanding tactician. None of the forwards shone over-
brightly, although there was a general improvement in the 
second half. Smith did well as deputy for Barber.

Darlaston played their best football against the wind in the 
first-half. Lively raids led by Sprinthorpe and Hill often had 
the Borough defence guessing. Indeed, in one of their attacks, 
Springthorpe missed a great chance of giving the visitors the 

lead. He broke clean through, only to shoot wide of an empty 
net, Barber having left his goal – the only possible thing he 
could have done.

The League Championship
An intriguing position has arisen in regard to the 
Birmingham Combination championship following upon 
Hednesford’s reverses at Lockheed last Saturday and at 
Bedworth on Wednesday.

Hednesford, with only one match to play – against 
Lockheed at home – now have 54 points. If they beat 
Lockheed they will finish with 56 points. Borough, with 
52 points, have three games to play – at home to Dudley 
tomorrow and away to the same team and Darlaston. 
Thus, if they win their three remaining matches Borough 
can win the championship by two points.

Actually they can secure the honour with five points; 
but, if they lose one of those three games, it is likely that 
Hednesford will carry off the championship as they have 
a superior goal average.

To make absolutely certain, then, Borough must collect a 
minimum of five points from their last three games.

Can they do it? The answer is “yes” if they produce the best 
form of which they are capable. But if they play no better 
than in some of their recent away games – then “no.”

Will they rise to the occasion and carry off this long 
overdue honour?

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 21-04-1951 
Borough: Sullivan; Hudson and Thornton; Smith, Kelly and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.
Dudley Town: Harris; Churchward and Turley; Morgan, Rushton and 
Adams; Farley, Masefield, Price, Knight and Whitehouse.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough turned in a worrying first-half display. Everything 
they did was wrong and the harder they tried to get on the 
right track the further they strayed off it. The defence was 
spreadeagled with an ease which made supporters fear 
the worst every time Dudley got on the move; the halves 
completely failed to tie up with their forwards, while the front 
line just could not get together.

Following a penalty miss by Smith after just four minutes, 
Borough had a bad attack of nerves and it came as no 
surprise when, after 14 minutes, Hudson fell and Whitehouse 
crossed the ball for Price to slip it past the advancing Sullivan 
to give the visitors the lead. And it was probably more by luck 
than good judgment that half-time came without Borough 
conceding more goals.

Fortunately, the half-time break seemed to have steadied 
down the Borough and for half-an-hour we saw them 
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hammering away at the Dudley defence. At 55 minutes 
Freimanis levelled the scores with a perfect shot, following 
Smith’s well-placed free-kick. Almost immediately afterwards 
the same player missed a great chance of giving his side the 
lead after being put through by Whitcroft, but the inside-right 
made amends in the 63rd minute when he slammed the ball 
through after a series of shots had been smothered.

In subsequent attacks Perry twice missed with a clear scoring 
chance. Then Borough went back into their shell again. 
Dudley swung into action and only two excellent saves by 
Sullivan, one from a free-kick which he pushed over the top, 
and the other from a hard drive by Farley, prevented the 
visitors drawing level.

The end came with Borough still leading 2-1; and doubtless 
the full-time whistle was sweet music to the ears of Borough 
supporters. One thing is very certain – and that is that unless 
there is a vast improvement against Darlaston and Dudley, 
we can forget all about the championship.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 28-04-1951 
Borough: Sullivan; Hudson and Thornton; Smith, Jim Kelly and Harris; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Borough probably wrote finis to their championship hopes 
by losing this game. Their display was totally unworthy of 
the occasion and came as a bitter pill to a large contingent of 
supporters. Any side worthy of the label “champions” would 
have made short work of this very mediocre Darlaston side, 
but Borough never did look like winning. The most they could 
have hoped for was a draw. Darlaston were lucky to win, yet 
Borough played so poorly that they could not really complain.

There was much adverse comment about the handling 
of the game. Yes, at times Borough must have despaired; 
yet, referee or no referee, they should never have allowed 
themselves to be so put out of their stride by the kick-and-
run-for-it tactics of the home side.

The honours certainly went to the Darlaston defence, in 
which centre-half Hodgkiss and full-backs Bailey and Astley 
kicked and tackled like horses. Borough forwards seldom had 
them worried – because  they seemed incapable of making a 
defence-splitting move. Their raids, keen to a degree, lacked 
guile and were generally of the battering-ram variety.

With far fewer chances, Darlaston, due to the unsteadiness 
of the Borough defence, looked far more likely to score – and 
it was because they accepted two of their chances that they 
won. That was about the only real difference between the 
two teams – which is not saying much for the visitors.

Darlaston got their first goal two minutes from half-time. 
Harris conceded a free-kick, which found a Darlaston forward 
in a seemingly offside position, but he pushed the ball back 
to Kilroy, who put the ball into the net. The second Darlaston 

goal came fourteen minutes after half-time when a break-
through on the right ended in Kilroy shooting through via a 
post and a rebound off Sullivan’s legs.

Freimanis got Borough’s goal 20 minutes from the end when 
Slack squared the ball for the inside-right to shoot into the 
net. It was one of the few really good balls that came across 
from either wing.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 30-04-1951 
Dudley: Harris; Churchward and Longford; Morgan, Rushton and 
Madelin; Brookes, Knight, Masefield, Craddock and Whitehouse.
Borough: Sullivan; Hudson and Thornton; Smith, Kelly and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Harris, Freimanis, Horton and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town for the final 
Birmingham Combination game of the season.

Had Borough played half as well at Darlaston on Saturday 
as they did at Dudley on Monday, they would now be 
league champions. Borough have slumped badly in some 
recent games, but this “last ditch” effort at Dudley helped 
appreciably to soften the lost cause blow.

This game was every bit as vital to the home side as to 
Borough, for Dudley required two points to save them having 
to apply for re-election; and the result was that the game was 
the best seen at Dudley this season.

Four times Borough were behind – and four times they fought 
back to equalise, their last goal coming in the dying minutes 
of a truly pulsating second half. On a heavy pitch, both teams 
served up some good football and the defences were given 
a hot reception by the opposing forwards. And in addition to 
the eight goals scored there were a number of near misses.

Borough made changes to the side beaten at Darlaston. 
Whitcroft was a left-half, Harris moved to inside-right, 
Freimanis led the attack, while Horton, of the Reserves, was 
at inside-left.

Dudley took the lead when Thornton slipped and allowed 
Brookes to cross the ball, and in trying to clear Whitehouse’s 
shot, Hudson turned the ball past his own keeper. Freimanis 
equalised with a hard drive following a passing move by 
Horton and Harris. Dudley regained the lead when Kelly went 
up for a high ball with centre-forward Masefield, fell, and the 
ball trickled over the line, despite Hudson’s effort to clear.

Freimanis again equalised for Borough, scoring with a hot 
shot that a defender kicked away from behind the goal-line. 
Again Dudley took the lead when a tussle between Masefield 
and Thornton ended with the Dudley leader banging the 
ball through, even though Thornton almost had his knicks 
removed in the tussle. Whitcroft equalised for Borough after 
a solo run, before Dudley again took the lead when Smith 
sliced a clearance straight to the feet of Masefield, who shot 
home. Freimanis again came to the rescue, snapping up the 
ball and shooting past Harris after a shot from Perry had 
struck a defender.
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It was a thoroughly exciting game in which four of the six 
goals came in the last 20 minutes. Thornton and Whitcroft 
had very good games, while Freimanis was every ready to 
cash in when the opportunity came his way.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 05-05-1951 
Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to take on 
Atherstone Town in the final of the Atherstone Nursing Cup.

Borough gave one of their typical away displays and were 
fortunate to escape so lightly, for in addition to scoring twice, 
the “Adders” had a number of near misses. Tighe in the home 
goal had an easy afternoon against an innocuous Borough 
forward line, although it was in defence that the visitors were 
at their weakest.

Borough were without both first and second team keepers, 
Barber and Sullivan, and had to call on second team left-
back, Lewis, to stand between the sticks. Both full-backs 
Hudson and Thornton were out injured, as was Stan Smith. 
A newcomer, Murphy, from a Coventry Works club, deputised 
for Hudson, Bond was at left-back, with Harris at right-half. 
Neither back was safe.

Atherstone took the lead on 33 minutes. Bond completely 
missed his kick a few yards from goal and Brain was on hand 
to take toll of an easy chance. The home side’s second goal 
came in the last minute of the first-half when a pass by Harris, 
intended for Murphy, was intercepted by Mullins, who pushed 
the ball inside to Phillips. He was unmarked and apparently 
offside, but was allowed to go on. He dribbled round the 
advancing Lewis and turned the ball into the empty net.

Borough missed two good chances in the last ten minutes, first 
when Perry, who had done little or nothing all game, raced 
clean through on the left after outpacing the opposition, cut 
in, but with only Tighe to beat, spooned the ball weakly over 
the top. Then Freimanis fired in a shot which seemed a winner 
all the way, as the ball was going away from Tighe, but the 
goalkeeper dived across goal and made a magnificent save.

Whitcroft got a consolation goal for Borough with almost 
the last kick of the game. Perry’s centre was headed inside 
by Slack and running in, Whitcroft drove in a hard low shot. 
Tighe got his hands to the ball, but could not hold the shot 
and it went into the net.

 Nuneaton Borough v Northampton Town 10-05-1951 

Northampton Town sent a full first team side to Manor Park 
for the Nick Carter Benefit Match.

The game was drawn 2-2, with Dickenson and Perry getting 
Nuneaton’s goals.

Supporters Club For Borough FC
Directors And A Newspaper’s Criticism
The possibility of Third Division football coming to the town 
during the 1952-53 season was mentioned at a meeting held 

in the Peacock Inn on Wednesday night, when a Nuneaton 
Borough FC Supporters’ Club was officially formed.

The meeting was called by Mr Alf Barnett, a former secretary 
of the Borough FC, who said tentative moves to form a 
Supporters’ Club had been made in the past, but none had 
been carried out. He felt that in a town of that size, and for a 
club such as they had, they ought to have a Supporters’ Club.

Mr Barnett said he had approached the directors of the club to 
see if there were any objections. The directors had said there 
were no objections – it was entirely up to the supporters.

Present at the meeting was Mr F. J. Perry, vice-chairman of 
the Borough FC directors, who referred to a cutting in a local 
newspaper. This stated that whether or not the directors 
liked the idea of a Supporters’ Club had never been made 
public. The cutting further stated “If Mr Barnett gets the same 
treatment from the directors as several other supporters of 
the club had some two or three years ago, then he will get the 
cold shoulder in this direction.”

Criticising the cutting, Mr Perry said it was handed to him by a 
man, who stated the paper was trying to create a disturbance 
between a Supporters’ Club and the directors before a 
Supporters’ Club was formed. To a certain point, Mr Perry 
said he had to agree.

A Bit Hard
Referring again to the cutting, Mr Perry said: “I think it is a bit 
hard to state the directors are not in favour of a Supporters Club 
before you have had a real chance of showing your worth.”

During the past two seasons, the club itself had spent nearly 
£1,000 on ground improvements. Underneath the stand, the 
dressing rooms were up to Third Division standard, but he 
was afraid the pitch and the surroundings were not.

Mr P. Osborne, secretary of Nuneaton Borough FC, thanked 
the supporters on behalf of the directors and said that 
without their support, the Borough could not have achieved 
what it had achieved during the past three seasons.

He mentioned that at the next annual general meeting of the 
Football League, Major Keys, chairman of West Bromwich 
Albion, who had the support of a number of other chairmen 
of English League clubs, was going to propose that the Third 
Division in the 1952-53 season be comprised of north, south 
and midland divisions. If that came about it would cause a 
reorganisation of the present Third Division, and it would be 
a real chance for the Borough FC to become members. They 
had been behind “a locked door” for a number of years now.

If they did have the good fortune of being elected to the 
Midlands Section of the Third Division during the 1952-53 
season, the club would have to find a reserve capital to pay 
the full-time professional players that would be required. 
The minimum wage was £365 per year, which was about £6 
5s. per week, and the players were going to have a rise this 
coming close season of another £2 a week. He warned them 
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as well that if they were going to pay the minimum wage only, 
they would get the worst players only.

Very Distressing
Regarding the newspaper cutting referred to by Mr Perry, Mr 
Osborne said “it is very distressing to read such an account. 
During my term of office, I have never heard the directors 
turn down an application for a Supporters’ Club. If it is run 
properly they are in favour of it so long as the management is 
left to the directors.”

Too Close
“The club directors seem to be too close. They don’t take 
the supporters into their confidence,” complained one man 
present. He believed if the directors would be a little more 
open more people would attend the matches. Not enough 
things were put in the Press, and if a player left the club it was 
sometimes a fortnight before the supporters knew.

Mr Osborne replied that it was not always policy to publish a 
thing at the same time as it happened.

A working committee was formed, namely: Mrs M. Paxton, Mr 
Alf Barnett, who was elected secretary, Mr W. Sutton, Mr W. 
McGuire, Mrs E. Walton, Mr W. Storer, Mr P. Bull, Mr H. T. W. Atkins, 
Mr R. Sheen, Mrs E. Kearns, Mrs D. Cooper and Mr G. W. Bennett.

Season Review 1950-51
Borough Lost Championship Away From Home
When writing of Borough’s championship prospects some 
months ago, mention was made of the team’s indifferent 
displays away from home and the fear was expressed that 
even one slip at Manor Park might very well upset their apple 
cart. That is precisely what happened.

A few weeks later – on February 24 – Borough lost their only 
home points of the season, Bedworth Town beating them 
2-1. Had that match been won, Borough would have been the 
league champions.

Yes, Borough’s failure to win the championship can be 
attributed to one single factor – the side’s inability to settle 
down on opponents’ ground. Now we can reasonably expect 
the dropping of points at such places as Stafford, Walsall and 
Hednesford. Yes, and maybe at Stourbridge, too, although 
that was a game which never ought to have been lost.

No Excuse
But there was no real excuse for Borough losing that vital 
match at Darlaston – the last but one game of the season. 
The points never should have been left behind at Redditch, 
for at that time the “Needlemen” were not nearly so strong 
as later in the season. Nor was there any excuse for losing 
a point at Sutton. But there was an explanation for that 
five-three defeat at Bilston – Sullivan’s injury after only ten 
minutes’ play. That was sheer bad luck.

These failures against really poor sides seem incredible when 
it is remembered that Borough visited and defeated much 
stronger sides in Bedworth, Tamworth, Hinckley, Lockheed, 
Rugby and Banbury.

Cost Them The Championship
Undoubtedly the team’s indifferent displays away from home 
cost them the championship, for their home record – thirty-
six points out of thirty-eight – was good enough practically to 
ensure the honour.

Several players seldom produced their home form on 
opponents’ grounds, notably the two wingers, Slack and 
Perry (the King’s Lynn game excepted). The latter was 
particularly “patchy” and his form varied from brilliant 
to poor. They were not the only “culprits” but were 
typical examples.

Supporters can best judge for themselves the individual 
merits of the players, but the season certainly produced some 
exceedingly promising “young stuff,” notably those twenty-
year-olds Thonton and Awde – and Whitcroft.

Thornton has been a most consistently sound full back; Awde 
although striking one or two bad patches, has proved himself 
a goal-scorer; while at left-half (as distinct from inside-left), 
Whitcroft was probably the most improved player in the 
side. Freimanis, both at centre-forward and inside-right, was 
invariably among the goals and his tally of 40 was the club’s 
highest post-war effort.

It was a big blow to the club to lose the services for so 
long, through serious injury, of Carter and Hudson. Hudson’s 
injury was severely felt and when he ultimately returned 
to the side he was a long way short of being a hundred per 
cent fit.

By and large, and in spite of yet another “near miss” so far as 
the league championship was concerned, once again it has 
been another good season for the club, which has collected 
several trophies, notably the Tillotson Cup (as league 
runners-up) and the Culey Cup, which they wrested from 
King’s Lynn. In this latter game against strong opponents, 
Borough gave what was unquestionably their finest 
performance of the season.

Records
Borough league home and away record is:

Home: P19, W 18, D0, L1, F75, A23, Pts 36

Away: P19, W8, D3, L8, F37, A42, Pts 19

It should be pointed out that the “away” WBA game, which 
was actually played at Manor Park, is included in the latter 
record, so that actually 38 of Borough’s 55 points were 
obtained at Manor Park and 17 on opponents’ grounds.

In addition, Borough were dismissed at the first time of 
asking in away games in the FA Cup (at Linby) and in the 
Birmingham Senior Cup (at Banbury).
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Season’s scorers in all matches were: Freimanis 40; Awde 27; 
Slack 12; Whitcroft 12; Perry 12; Jayes 10; Harris 7; Dickenson 
4; Grimwood 2; Campbell 2; Lyman, Barnett, Thornton, 
Horton, Smith and opponent, one each. Total 134.

Borough Players Re-signed For Next Season
Borough FC players who have been re-signed for next season 
are: Barber, Thornton, Hudson, Stan Smith, Harris, Whitcroft, 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Perry, Bond, Scattergood, Horton, 
Smith (goalkeeper), Dickenson, Gazeley, P. Brown, K. Brown 
and Lewis. Jim Kelly was offered terms, but has now been 
appointed player-manager of Bedworth FC.

In addition to the players who have re-signed there are the 
new players whose signing have already been announced – 
Phillips, centre-forward and Lovering, full-back, both with 
Atherstone Town last season, and Llewellyn, centre-half from 
Stafford Rangers.

Manor Park Re-Turfing
The Plough and Ball Cricket Club has made application 
to Nuneaton Borough Council to use part of Manor Park 
football ground as a practice wicket.

The Council will be asked by the Estates Committee not 
to agree to the move.

The Borough FC have informed the Council that a certain 
amount of re-turning is necessary, and have offered to lay 
the turn at their own expense if the Council will provide 
the turf. It is recommended by the Estates Committee that 
the Surveyor supply such a quantity of turf.

Brightening Up Manor Park
Nuneaton Borough Council will be asked next week to 
agree to supplying paint, free of cost, for the entrance to 
Manor Park football ground.

The Borough FC has written a letter offering to carry out 
the improvement if the Council would provide the paint.

I Shall Play For The Boro
- says Betts
Eric Betts will definitely be playing in Nuneaton Borough 
colours next season. “I shall play for the Borough,” he said, 
adding that he had definitely made up his mind to leave 
League football.

Borough supporters will be delighted with this piece of news. 
For some weeks past Betts’ name has been mentioned in 
connection with the Borough club. Now comes the real news 
– direct from the horse’s mouth.

It will be recalled that he was transferred to Walsall by 
Borough and that later he was transferred by Walsall to West 
Ham United for a substantial fee.

Birmingham Combination Final Table 1950-1951 
 P W D L F A Pts
Hednesford 38 24  8  6 112 53 56
Nuneaton Borough 38 26  3  9 112 65 55
Redditch 38 20 11  7  87 43 51
Stourbridge 38 23  5 10  82 55 51
Walsall Reserves 38 18  9 11  85 55 45
Stafford Rangers 38 21  3 14  82 56 45
Bromsgrove Rovers 38 16  9 13  76 66 41
Bedworth United 38 18  4 16  59 77 40
Lockheed Leamington 38 17  2 19  65 67 36
Tamworth 38 16  3 19  92 98 35
Sutton Coldfield Town 38 13  9 16  51 78 35
Banbury Spencer 38 13  8 17  64 75 34 
Atherstone Town 38 12  9 17  83 81 33
Hinckley Athletic 38 14  5 19  64 74 33
Darlaston 38 14  5 19  67 80 33
Rugby Town 38 12  8 18  57 87 32
Dudley Town 38 11  7 20  59 68 29
Moor Green 38  9 11 18  61 92 29
Bilston 38 12  5 21  60 96 29
West Brom “A” 38  6  6 26  39 91 18

Dearson And Betts Sign For 
Borough
Nuneaton Borough announced 
yesterday that they have 
secured the signatures of 
both Donald Dearson, the 
Welsh international inside-
forward, and Eric Betts, who 
returns to the club after having 
played for Walsall and West 
Ham United.

The full list of signed players 
for the forthcoming season is: Goalkeeper: Barber, Lewis 
and D. Smith; Full-backs: Hudson, Thornton, Lovering, 
Scattergood and Bond.

Half-backs: Harris, S. Smith, Whitcroft, Llewellyn, K. 
Brown, Gazeley, Twigger, A. Clamp.

Forwards: Slack, Freimanis, Randle, N. Smith, Phillips, 
W. Clamp, Dickenson, Awde, Perry, P. Brown, Tansey, 
Horton, Haynes, Dearson and Betts.

Barber, Slack and Hudson are not available for the 
upcoming trial game.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

162 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Harris Appointed Player-
Manager
It has been officially announced 
by Nuneaton Borough FC that 
Arthur Haris, the player coach, has 
been appointed player-manager 
of the club. The appointment was 
made at a meeting of the directors 
this week. For Harris, it will be his 
second time as player-manager 
of the club. In July 1945, he was 
appointed to the position and was 

solely responsible for building up the playing strength of the 

club for their return to Birmingham Combination football the 
following season.

Successes
In 1947, when Bedworth Town FC was formed, he became 
player-manager of the “Greenbacks,” and it was under his 
guidance that the club enjoyed a great measure of success, 
including the championship of the Birmingham Combination 
on two occasions.

At the beginning of last season, Harris, who is a former 
Northampton Town and Southend United player, returned 
to the Borough club as player coach. The Borough have been 
without a player-manager since Colin Lyman resigned in 
January this year.
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Linby Colliery — 4th Qualifying 
Round
Borough travelled to Nottinghamshire 
to take on Linby Colliery in a 4th 
Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Linby: Thornley; Williams and Tabbener; 
Braddow, Severn and Drury; Sinclair, 
Lummus, Dulson, Coleman and Ward.

Borough: Barber; Bond and Carter; Harris, 
Thompson and Whitcroft; Slack, Jayes, 
Freimanis, Barnett and Campbell.

Borough lost the services of left-back 
Carter who, after 25 minutes play, 
sustained a fractured facial bone and 
concussion in a heavy collision with 
team-mate Thompson, and had to be 
taken to and detained in Nottingham 
Hospital. 

Even with ten men, Borough did far 
more of the pressing than did the home 
side, and while never playing well 
enough to deserve to win, certainly 
looked capable of forcing a replay.

Linby opened the scoring after 22 
minutes when a Borough attack was 
checked, leaving two home forwards 
facing one defender – Thompson. 
When Thompson moved across to the 
right, the ball was slipped to Sinclair, 
who only had Barber to beat. 

The home right-winger took the ball 
forward and went past Barber and 
put the ball into the net. It was a lead 
that the home side took into the 
second half.

Twenty minutes into the second half, 
Borough got the goal which could have 
earned them a replay when Freimanis 
equalised for the visitors.

Instead of this goal acting as a 
tonic, Borough relapsed into what 
appeared a coma. Instead of striving 
for a winning effort, they threw all 
their forces into defence and paid a 
bitter penalty.

Freimanis was withdrawn from the 
attack, Barnett took over the centre-
forward position and he and Slack 
were the only two players left upfield. 
The other nine fell back.

The result was that the Linby halves 
were allowed to work unhampered in 
the middle of the field and the home 
side got on top.

Still, for all that, they seldom looked 
like getting another goal until Bond 
handled the ball out on the touchline, 
between the half-way line and the 
corner flag. The free-kick was planted 
right into the goalmouth and Barber 
tried to punch the ball but missed it 
and a struggle developed. After a few 
seconds, Whitcroft cut across and 
kicked the ball away.

To the amazement of the Borough 
players and supporters – and to the 
delight of the home team and their 
followers – the referee blew his whistle 
and pointed to the penalty spot. For 
what reason no-one knew.

Ex-Arsenal player Drury, took the kick – 
and Borough were out of this season’s 
FA Cup competition at the first time of 
asking. Linby got another goal in the 
last minute, but that penalty kick had 
already won and lost the game.

It was tough luck, but even with a 
man short for three-parts of the game 
Borough could still have forced a 
replay, had they played football.

Instead of playing as we know they can 
play, they allowed the home side to 
dictate how the game should go. Linby 
adopted what can only be described as 
“hit and run” tactics, and the Borough 
made the fatal mistake of being

hustled into following suit, with the 
result that the game was a scramble 
from the first kick to last.

Altogether, it was a most unhappy 
experience for Borough. Frankly, 
Linby were a very moderate side. The  
Borough erred tactically after Carter’s 
injury, sending the attacking wing-half 
Whitcroft to left-back. Manfully though 
Whitcroft tried to defend and attack, 
the fact is that no one man can do two 
jobs or be in two places at the same 
time. And so, Sinclair had too much 
space in which to work.

Whitcroft was as good as enyone in 
the Borough defence and better than 
most of them.

The forwards, too, were well below 
their best. Freimanis and Slack being 
the best of a very moderate attack. 
Though the centre-forward was off-
colour, he was about the only forward 
who ever looked like scoring.

The goal he got was from a centre by 
Slack. After first heading against the 
bar, he nodded the ball through as 
it dropped down. Little was seen of 
Jayes, Barnett or Campbell.

The only two players who stood out in 
the home side were Drury and Sinclair. 
Drury at least tried to play football 
and constantly got his left wing on the 
move, while his long throw-ins often 
caused anxiety. Sinclair benefited from 
the absence of Carter, and cashed in to 
the extent of two goals.

Linby’s George Drury scores with a penalty kick in the FA Cup tie at the Gatehouse Ground.
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Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1950-51   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.19 Hednesford Town H L 3-1 Freimanis (3)
08.24 Bedworth Town  H ROCC F 2-1 Perry, Jayes
08.26 Lockheed A L 2-0 Freimanis, Jayes
08.31 W.B.A. “A” H L 2-1 Perry, Freimanis
09.02 W.B.A. “A” A L 3-0 Perry, Freimanis, Jayes
09.04 Stourbridge A L 0-1
09.09 Stafford Rangers H L 2-1 Lyman, Slack
09.11 Banbury Spencer A BSC 1 1-5 Whitcroft
09.16 Redditch A L 2-3 Freimanis, Jayes
09.21 Walsall    H F 1-1 Dickinson
09.23 Sutton Coldfield Town H L 4-1 Freimanis (2), Awde, Harris
09.25 Hugh Kelly`s Blackpool XI H F 2-2 Whitcroft. Jayes  c10000
09.30 Rugby Town A L 1-0 Grimwood
10.07 Bilston H L 4-1 Grimwood, Freimanis, Slack, Awde
10.14 Walsall Reserves H L 4-3 Slack (2), Jayes, Freimanis
10.21 Moor Green H L 5-2 Slack (2), Freimanis, Jayes, o.g.
10.28 Bedworth Town  A L 3-2 Freimanis, Jayes, Slack
11.04 Banbury Spencer H L 6-2 Campbell (2), Barnett, Freimanis, Whitcroft, Jayes
11.11 Linby Colliery A FAC4Q 1-3 Freimanis
11.18 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 3-0 Harris, Freimanis, Perry
11.25 Banbury Spencer A L 2-0 Jayes, Freimanis
12.09 Hednesford Town A L 0-4
12.16 Hinckley Athletic H L 5-2 Awde (2), Freimanis (2), Perry
12.23 Hinckley Athletic A L 4-3 Freimanis (3), Awde 2000
12.25 Atherstone Town H L 5-1 Dickinson (2), Freimanis (2), Awde
12.26 Atherstone Town A L 2-2 Awde (2)
12.30 Lockheed H L 1-0 Freimanis
01.06 Stourbridge H L 11-3 Awde (5), Freimanis (3), Slack (2), Perry
01.20 Coalville Town H CCC 3-0 Awde (2), Harris
01.27 Stafford Rangers A L 2-4 Whitcroft, Slack
02.03 Redditch H L 3-2 Whitcroft, Perry, Harris
02.10 Sutton Coldfield Town A L 0-0
02.17 Rugby Town H L 8-0 Awde (3), Slack (2), Freimanis (2), Harris
02.24 Bedworth Town  H L 1-2 Thornton (pen)
03.03 Walsall Reserves A L 1-4 Horton
03.10 Moor Green A L 3-2 Whitcroft (2), Perry
03.17 Bilston A L 3-5 Perry, Freimanis, Harris
03.24 Tamworth A L 2-1 Awde (2)
03.26 Tamworth H L 2-0 Awde, Freimanis
03.27 Bedworth Town  H NHC Final 2-1 Awde, Freimanis
03.31 Kings Lynn A CC Final 6-3 Smith, Freimanis, Awde, Whitcroft, Perry, Slack
04.07 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 2-5 Awde (2)
04.14 Darlaston H L 4-0 Awde, Whitcroft, Perry, Freimanis
04.21 Dudley Town H L 2-1 Freimanis (2)
04.28 Darlaston A L 1-2 Freimanis
04.30 Dudley Town  A L 4-4 Freimanis (3), Whitcroft
05.05 Atherstone Town A ANC Final 1-2 Whitcroft
05.10 Northampton H F 2-2 Dickimson, Perry
05.17 H.M.S.Gamecock H F 2-2 Freimanis, Whitcroft

KEY:    L = Birmingham Combination,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  ROCC = Railway Orphans’ Cup, BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup, 
NHC = Nuneaton Hospital Cup,  BCC = Bedworth Charity Cup,  CCC = Coalville Charity Cup, 
ANC = Atherstone Nursing Cup,  CC = Culey Cup,  F  = Friendly
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Ground Season Tickets
At the request of the newly-formed Supporters’ Club, 
Nuneaton Borough FC will, for the first time, be issuing 
season tickets for the ground only.

These will cost 25s. and together with the season tickets for 
the ground and stand (inclusive), which will cost £2, will be 
available within the next few days.

Admission charges will be: Birmingham Combination 
matches, adults 1s., boys 6d., stand 1s. extra; Leicestershire 
Senior League matches: adults 9d., boys 6d., stand 1s. extra.

Borough will visit Burton in the first round of the Birmingham 
Senior Cup on Wednesday, September 5, kick-off 6.45 pm.

Final Trial Match
Borough’s prospects of fielding a very useful side for the 
upcoming season are very rosy indeed if Saturday’s final trial 
is anything to go by. With so much talent in all departments 
from which to choose, they should be a real force to be 
reckoned with.

A number of changes were made in the second half. The final 
score was a fair indication of “Blues” superiority over “Reds.” 
There was not a lot to choose between the teams in the first 
half, and “Blues” only just deserved their 2-1 lead at the 
interval. They showed their real form about half way through 
the second half, when Freimanis, who had not been in the 
picture a great deal suddenly burst forth like a shining light 
with a show of his most brilliant goal-getting form and found 
the net three times in quick succession. In fairness to “Reds” 
it must be recorded that this took place while Gazeley, their 
centre-half, who gave a good account of himself in the first 
half was off the field.

Superb Betts
Fastest, cleverest man on the field was Eric Betts who was 
superb on “Blues” left wing. His ball control, and the slickness 
with which time after time he beat his man, were a joy to 
watch. He showed himself capable of amazing bursts of 
speed. He was ably partnered by Norman Smith, and these 
two should build up a dangerous left-wing attack.

Don Dearson, the Welsh international, was nimble and 
stylish. He was tried in three positions – inside-right during 
the first-half; left-half and centre-half after the interval. 
Although he scored for “Blues” three minutes after the start, 
he gave the impression that he was more at home in the half-
back line than with the forwards.

Sound Pivot
Other players who impressed in “Blues” team were ex-Stafford 
Rangers player Llewellyn, who was an extremely sound pivot, 
and left-back Thornton. Slack and Whitcroft showed that they 
had lost none of their old form. Lewis replaced Branston in goal 
after the interval, but the latter proved the safer of the two. 

Awde led “Reds” attack, and he was on his toes throughout 
the match. A real trier he scored both his side’s goals.

Inside-right Everill from Hereford, and McGivern, a Coventry 
City lad were included in the trial, but neither was impressive.

Lovering Sound
In “Reds” attack Phillips at inside-left, and Randle who was 
brought in at inside-right in the second-half showed promise. 
Lovering the former Atherstone left-back was sound. Jones in 
goal brought off some nice saves.

It was a neat bit of work on Dearson’s part which opened 
the scoring. Dribbling into position he had no difficulty in 
beating the goalkeeper. The ever-eager Awde equalised for 
“Reds” after 27 minutes, following good work by left-wing 
pair, Phillips and Horton. “Blues” got ahead just before the 
interval. Betts made a brilliant run down the wing, and from 
his centre Norman Smith crashed the ball into the net.

Awde levelled matters up just after the change of ends but 
the tide turned against “Reds” after this and their defence 
was split open time after time. Within a few minutes 
Freimanis had found the net three times and Everill once.

Players who took part in the game were: Branston, Hudson, 
Thornton, S. Smith, Llewellyn, Whitcroft, Slack, Dearson, 
Freimanis, Norman Smith, Betts, Jones, Scattergood, 
Lovering, Bond, Gazeley, A. Clamp, Haynes, W. Clamp, Awde, 
Phillips, Horton, Lewis, Everill, McGivern, Dickenson, E. Jones, 
D. Smith, Randle and K. Brown.

1951-52
 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 18-08-1951 

Borough: Branston; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and 
Whitcroft; Slack, Dearson, Freimanis, Phillips and Betts.
Bedworth: Richards; Woolley and Hansen; Snape, Attwood and 
Greenway; Kirkaldie, Spacey, Jayes, Marshall and Mullins.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

For the first time in several seasons, the Borough has 
produced a match winning forward line – one which 
looked good enough to score sufficient goals to win the 
championship. Every man appeared to be a goal maker and a 
goal getter.

Proof of Borough’s power in attack was seen in the short 
space of ten minutes before the interval, when the high speed 
manoeuvring of the forwards capsized the “Greenbacks” 
defence and led to three goals, which virtually settled the game.

Eric Betts brought the first roar from the crowd, when after 
seven minutes, he had the ball in the net from a Slack centre, 
after taking up position in the centre-forward position. 
A glaring mistake by goalkeeper Branston gave Bedworth 
an equaliser after 30 minutes. While out of his goal, he 
misgathered a harmless looking ball, which slipped through 
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his legs to Jayes, who put into an empty net. Then came the 
scintillating ten minutes before half-time which sealed the 
“Greenbacks” fate.

In the 35th minute, Phillips netted from another Slack centre, 
and then in the 37th and 43rd minutes, Freimanis notched 
a couple more. His first was served on a plate to him by 
Phillips, who outpaced the opposition over a run which took 
him almost half the length of the field.

It was indeed a first-half bright with incident, but with the 
Borough 4-1 up the second half was dead by comparison. For 
most of this half, the Borough were disjointed as a result of 
an injury to full-back Thornton, who finished up on the right-
wing. Arthur Harris made it 5-1 from a free-kick, and Kirkaldie 
reduced the deficit three minutes from time.

Stan Smith, playing centre-half was outstanding. His attention 
never left Jayes and his tackling was so sound that the former 
Borough leader had few chances to shine. The rest of the 
defence had a comparatively easy time against the visitors’ 
attack, which from the start, lacked bite. Harris played an 
impressive part in Borough’s victory over his old club, and 
Branston, despite his early lapse, made several fine saves.

No one player could be singled out for praise in Borough’s 
attack. They moved as a forward line should – each man in 
position with an understanding which is not often associated 
with these opening games. Slack generally had the beating 
of Hansen, Bedworth’s new back, and it was from two of his 
centres that goals resulted.

Freimanis caused Attwood many anxious moments. With 
a little more accuracy in his shooting, he would have 
accomplished a hat-trick. The left wing pair of Phillips and 
Betts will play havoc with the right flanks of opposing sides 
this season. Their speed in this game often mesmerised such 
experienced players as Snape and Woolley.

Ken Plant’s Hat-Trick
Ken Plant, former Borough footballer and Attleborough 
cricketer, scored three of Bury’s four goals against West 
Ham United in a Second Division match at Bury on 
Wednesday night. Bury won 4-1.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 23-08-1951 

Borough travelled to Sheepy Road on Thursday night to take 
on Atherstone Town in a Birmingham Combination game.

In their second match of the season, Borough swamped the 
“Adders” to the tune of eight goals to two.

The “Adders” started well and for a time kept their opponents 
on the run, but once Borough had settled down there was 
only one team in it.

Scorers for the Borough were Freimanis (3), Phillips (2), 
Betts, N. Smith and Roberts (o.g.). Shirley and Paul replied 
for the “Adders.”

 Nuneaton Borough v Moor Green 25-08-1951 
Borough: Branston; Thornton and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and 
Whitcroft; Slack, N. Smith, Freimanis, Phillips and Betts.
Moor Green: Taylor; Round and Burton; Collins, Badham and Beacham; 
Adams, Williams, Davies, Shuttleworth and Hussey.

Borough welcomed Moor Green to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

After getting away to a 2-0 lead against a strong and awkward 
cross-wind, Borough fell away badly and when a collision 
between centre-half Don Dearson and goalkeeper Branston 
presented Davies, the Moor Green leader, with an empty 
net to reduce the lead, the home side became ragged and 
disjointed, and blundered into mistake after mistake.

An attack which had apparently pulverised the “Adders” two 
days earlier, failed to get together in this game and there 
was only one really first class move – the one that led to 
Borough’s second goal on 22 minutes. Stan Smith started 
it with a pass to Whitcroft, who pushed the ball through to 
Freimanis. The centre-forward took the ball in his stride and 
slammed it hard and low past the helpless Taylor.

The goals came as follows: Phillips who scored after 13 
minutes with a header from Stan Smith’s free-kick; Freimanis, 
as previously described; Davies scored for Moor Green after 
37 minutes. In the second half, Borough increased their 
lead, when Norman Smith scored after 67 minutes following 
a passing move between Freimanis and Stan Smith. On 73 
minutes Burton, the Moor Green right-back, put through 
his own goal when trying to clear a Betts’ corner. Phillips 
rounded off the scoring, notching Borough’s fifth in the 89th 
minute following Whitcroft’s down-the-middle pass.

 Rugby Town v Nuneaton Borough 29-08-1951 
Rugby: Langstone; Llewellyn and Frost; Aston, Betts and L. Cronin; 
Rowse, Kerruish, McShane, Bury and Jakeman.
Borough: Branston; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and 
Whitcroft; Slack, N. Smith, Freimanis, Dearson and Betts.

Borough travelled to Rugby Town to play a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Three times in arrears at Rugby on Wednesday night, 
Borough fought back to win a thrilling game by the odd goal 
in seven. Rugby put up a great fight, but once the visitors had 
gone ahead 18 minutes from the end they cracked up and at 
the finish were fortunate to finish only one goal behind. It was 
Borough’s fourth successive league win.

Set to face the sun and a strong wind, Borough did well to be 
only 2-1 down at the interval, for Rugby had much the better 
of the exchanges and, keeping up an almost non-stop attack, 
had the Borough defence working at full stretch and scarcely 
gave them a moment’s respite.

Indeed, the Borough players seemed to have taken so much 
out of themselves before half-time that afterwards they had 
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to battle every inch of the way to break down a quick-tackling 
hard-as-nails defence.

Betts, who had a moderate first-half turned the tide in 
Borough’s favour when he suddenly developed a terrific 
burst of speed which made him such a handful for opposing 
defences during his previous spell with the club, and 
continually left Llewellyn standing. He send across a whole 
stream of perfect centres which had his namesake, the Rugby 
pivot, and his colleagues continually on tenterhooks.

Rugby opened the scoring with an Aston free-kick in the first-
minute of the game, before Borough equalised after 15 minutes, 
when Freimanis pushed the ball out to Betts, whose low centre 
was collected by Dearson, who drove the ball first time into the 
net. Keruish restored Rugby’s lead ten minutes before the break.

Eleven minutes into the second half, Norman Smith had 
Langstone beaten with a header which struck the post. Slack 
snapped up the rebound and slammed it home. Four minutes 
later, following a left wing move, McShane put Rugby ahead 
again, but Borough equalised immediately. Betts again broke 
through and squared the ball perfectly. An exciting tussle 
almost on the goal-line developed before the ball broke 
to Betts, who from the inside-right position drove the ball 
through again to level the scores.
The winning goal came about 10 minutes from the end when 
following a Betts-Freimanis thrust, the ball went to Slack, 
who again beat Langstone.
It was a good win for Borough, but not one which suggested 
that they are an unbeatable side.

 Nuneaton Borough v Sutton Coldfield T. 01-09-1951 

Borough welcomed Sutton Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Misfortune befell the Borough in the first minute of this game, 
for not only did they lose a goal, but their goalkeeper as well 
– and for the rest of the game they were a bedraggled and 
unimpressive force.

Branston broke a finger in allowing to escape from his grasp 
a simple cross-shot. Half-an-hour later Branston returned to 
the field and played on the right wing. After half-time he went 
centre-forward, but in both positions was a passenger. So 
Borough played with virtually ten men throughout.

Stan Smith went in goal – and really looked like a goalkeeper, 
while Dearson took Smith’s place at centre-half. They were 
the two oustanding players on the Borough side. Smith never 
looked like being beaten, and Dearson was the best player on 
the field.

Gowan got Sutton’s first minute goal, and the game was 20 
minutes old before Phillips accepted a Freimanis pass to run 
through and equalise with a well-directed shot.

Nine minutes after half-time, Dearson gave Borough the lead 
from a free-kick. Although the Sutton players lined up in front 
of their goal, Dearson found a gap through which to shoot a 

hard, low drive which left goalkeeper Alderwick helpless to 
save. Two minutes later Freimanis broke through on the right 
and squared the ball in front of the net for Betts to head into 
the net.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 05-09-1951 
Burton: Poole; Homer and Hingley; Edwards, Willimore and Hadfield; 
Chapman, Smith, Jowett, Tompkinson and Foster.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Betts.

Borough travelled to Peel Croft, home of Burton Albion, for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

A penalty kick two minutes from the end for something which 
had most of the crowd mystified made Burton Albion’s defeat 
on their own ground, look much less severe than it really was. 
The Birmingham League side tried hard, but were no match 
for the more skilful and convincing Borough side.

A goal down after two minutes’ play when Thornton handled 
a ball that was going wide, Borough, not in the least 
perturbed, set about the task of giving the Albion a lesson 
in the arts and crafts of football, established a 3-1 half-time 
lead, lost a goal, then banged home two more, and finally 
conceded the penalty kick right at the end.

Borough were superior in every phase of the game and in all 
departments. They had a decided pull in defence – the re-
appearance of Barber in goal gave it a much more solid and 
workmanlike look – while in attack, Albion had no schemer 
like Dearson, and certainly no marksman to compare with 
Freimanis and Phillips, who got the five goals between them, 
the latter getting three of them. It might easily have been 
Freimanis who scored the three, for it was after the centre-
forward had banged the ball against the bar with goalkeeper 
Poole all at sea, that Phillips netted the second of his three 
goals, heading through the rebound.

Stan Smith, although playing with a cut over his eye for most 
of the game – after the match he had to have two stitches – 
played a magnificent game at centre-half. Arthur Harris had a 
good match at right-half, while Thornton was back to his best 
form at right back. Barber played as though he had never 
missed a game.

Jewett scored in the second minute from the penalty spot, 
and after 20 minutes Thornton swung the ball through to 
Freimanis, who, with a gem of a flick sent Phillips clean 
through. Although Poole came out the inside-right banged 
the ball hard and low into the net.

Ten minutes later after a foul on Slack, Harris pushed the ball 
through the middle. Freimanis went after it like a flash and beat 
the advancing Poole with a grand shot. Worse was to follow for 
Burton for six minutes before half-time, Whitcroft sent Slack 
away for the winger to put over to the far post. Freimanis was 
there and nodded the ball in. Shortly afterwards, Dearson 
crashed the ball against the bar from a free-kick.
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Fourteen minutes after half-time, a Burton right wing move 
saw the ball come into the middle for Tomkinson to beat 
Barber with a fast low drive to make the score 3-2. Borough 
scored their fourth and fifth goals on 30 and 32 minutes. 
Phillips was the scorer on each occasion. The first he headed 
through after a shot from Freimanis had hit the bar. He got 
the second by turning the ball through, after Freimanis 
had headed down a right wing cross. Jowett scored from 
a penalty for Burton two minutes from the end, after the 
referee had first awarded Nuneaton a goal-kick.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 08-09-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Betts.
Redditch: Rogers; Hunt and Clutton; Davis, Aston and Powell; Giles, 
Davidson, Morrall, Baker and Campbell.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Territorially there was little in it. Redditch had every bit as 
much of the game as the Borough and, if anything, finished 
the more aggressive side. Borough were flattered by a 3-0 
interval lead. The real difference between the two sides in the 
first-half was that the Borough took their chances. True, they 
also missed a couple of sitters as well, but so did Redditch.

Borough’s defence experienced some difficulties, for time and 
again when the full backs or centre-half cleared the ball, it was 
returned almost immediately because of the gap between the 
halves and the forwards. The home side were lucky to have 
conceded the one goal, scored six minutes after half-time.

As in the latter half of last season, Redditch are not a side 
to be toyed with. They have a pretty solid defence in which 
the lanky Aston and goalkeeper Rogers are dominant 
personalities; while the forwards are capable of testing most 
defences. With more snap near goal they could easily have 
saved a point in this game.

The highlights of the match were unquestionably Borough’s 
three goals. They were brilliant efforts. The first was scored by 
Freimanis after seven minutes’ play with a rocket-like header 
from Slack’s corner kick. The second was netted by Phillips, 
who accepted a Freimanis pass to slam home an unstoppable 
shot. Dearson got the third with a perfectly placed free-kick.

Morrall scored Redditch’s goal, following a defensive 
misunderstanding which allowed the centre-forward to score 
a simple goal. The general verdict on this game was that it 
was a useful though by no means impressive performance by 
the Borough, but as Arthur Harris would say: “A win’s, a win.”

Borough’s form is indeed puzzling. Sometimes they play 
brilliantly; sometimes not so brilliantly; and at other times 
– well, just mediocre. Is it that having played two matches 
every week since the start of the season they are beginning to 
lose their sparkle? Still, however they have played, the fact is 
that they have won all seven matches, including three away.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 15-09-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Betts.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough had two phases in this game. In the first-half they 
played brilliantly and scored four goals without reply. In the 
second period they fell away and conceded a couple of goals, 
a last-minute goal by Freimanis making their victory seem 
more pronounced than it actually was.

Borough played really well in the first period and tore holes 
in a defence which looked quite incapable of holding them. It 
was a different story in the second half. Borough completely 
failed to produce their first half form, left gaps in the middle 
of the field due to the attack all playing in line, and had to 
struggle mighty hard to prevent the visitors getting more 
than two goals.

Dearson opened Borough’s account after six minutes when 
Betts made an easy opening for him. Two minutes later 
Freimanis deflected with his head, a hard Whitcroft drive into 
the Walsall net. At 23 minutes Whitcroft provided the pass 
from which Dearson shot the third goal; and ten minutes later 
Betts headed through Slack’s corner kick.

Eleven minutes after half-time Barber got away on the Walsall 
left and squared the ball to Winter, who scored with ease. 
At 75 minutes Scarlett went through to beat Barber with a 
well-placed shot; but in the last minute of the game Slack cut 
in from the wing and his perfect centre was easily converted 
by Freimanis.

 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 17-09-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Dearson, S. Smith and 
Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, N. Smith and Betts.
Rugby: Langstone; Frame and Frost; Llewellyn, Betts and Bury; Cronin, 
Kerruish, Smith, Price and Rouse.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park to play the 
final of the Railway Orphans’ Cup.

Borough did 75 per cent of the attacking throughout, but both 
sides seemed to have one eye on important upcoming fixtures. 
In the last 15 minutes of the game Borough peppered the 
Rugby goal, in which Langstone did an excellent job of work. 
The goalkeeper made several noteworthy saves, but in that 
hectic last quarter-of-an-hour, knew very little or nothing at 
all about some shots which he continued to get in the way of, 
notably efforts from Betts and Freimanis which struck his body.

Borough played a lot of pretty football, especially in the 
opening half, and it was largely due to their over-elaboration 
that they did not score more goals. Many other attacks were 
carried one move too far and finished in mid-air, so to speak.

While Langstone had a trying time in the Rugby goal, Barber 
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at the other end was only occasionally troubled, but proved 
his worth when the test came.

Borough’s goals were all good ones. When they got their first 
at six minutes, Slack, receiving the ball on the wing, cut inside 
and pushed through a perfect pass to Freimanis. The centre-
forward was left with a clear course for goal, carried on, and 
as Langstone came out, shot hard and low into the now 
untenanted net. Cronin’s long lob found its way into the net, 
as Barber appeared to be hampered by the sun. Borough’s 
second goal came just two minutes after Rugby’s equaliser.

After Phillips had had a pass intended for Freimanis luckily 
stopped, the ball went loose to Dearson who after manoeuvring 
for position, beat Langstone to a frazzle with a perfectly placed 
left-foot drive. A peach of a goal. Borough’s third and final 
goal came 19 minutes from the end when Betts outpaced the 
Rugby defence and placed the ball accurately to Freimanis, who 
turned his shot well out of the goalkeeper’s reach.

After the game the Mayor, Alderman W. S. Johnson, presented 
the cup and trophies.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 22-09-1951 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Betts.
Hednesford: Cooper; Humphries and Wright; Brazier; Dew and Insley; 
Condie, Corbett, Roberts, Walsh and Ross.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

The tenseness of the struggle appeared to have had a 
detrimental effect on the artistic capabilities of both sides; 
at any rate it was a game more notable for its grimness than 
for its quality of play. Certain it was that the Borough never 
really got down to playing football of the quality of which the 
side has proved itself capable. In other words they played no 
better and no worse than the opposition allowed them.

It is a tribute to the work of the respective defences that 
only two goals were scored and that so few really good 
shots troubled the goalkeepers. So at the end of 90 minutes 
of gruelling endeavour, the two teams had to cry quits – 
deservedly so.

There were only two periods during the whole of the game 
when a conclusive result seemed possible. The first was 
immediately after Roberts had given Hednesford the lead in 
the 55th minute. For a little while then the champions looked 
as though they might win, and but for a fine piece of work by 
Barber they might have done so. For left with a clear shot at 
goal, outside-left Ross fired in a hard, low drive which was 
going away from the goalkeeper towards the far corner of the 
net. But Barber’s judgment proved faultless; he dived and 
pushed the ball aside for a corner.

The second period was in the dying minutes, when, visibly 
tired by their strenuous efforts the Hednesford defence had 
all its work cut out in keeping Nuneaton from snatching 

the lead. After that fine save by Barber, Borough began to 
throw all they had into the fight and 15 minutes from the end 
Phillips got a well-deserved equaliser. the move which led to 
the goal started on the right wing. Freimanis worked his way 
inside and pushed the ball through to Slack, who had moved 
into the middle. Slack made as though to intercept the 
pass but jumped over it, and allowed the ball to pass on to 
Phillips. The latter was unmarked, snapped up the pass and 
coolly placed the ball out of goalkeeper Cooper’s reach.

 Halesowen Town v Nuneaton Borough 06-10-1951 
Halesowen: Brookes; Lashford and Carter; Baker, Jones and Brunt; Hart, 
Dugmore, Griffiths, Meaney and Clarke.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Dearson, S. Smith and 
Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, N. Smith and Perry.

Borough made the journey to The Grove, home of Halesowen 
Town for a Birmingham Senior Cup 2nd round tie.

There is every excuse for a team to lose its unbeaten record to 
a good side, for sooner or later it must be beaten. But there is 
just no excuse when a really fine record is surrendered to the 
weakest opposition it has encountered to date.

That is not to detract from the merit of Halesowen’s 
performance in becoming the first side to beat Borough this 
season. If ever a team deserved that honour, they did, not 
because they played well, but because they were always 
on top of a side which was, so it seemed at any rate, quite 
incapable of doing itself justice, and made the task of the 
other side easy.

Clarke got Halesowen’s opening goal after 34 minutes, when 
with the defence all at sixes and sevens, he slammed the 
ball home. Whether he should be credited with the winner in 
the last three minutes or whether it was a Dearson own goal 
is difficult to say, but the ball looked to be going wide until 
Dearson deflected it out of Barber’s reach.

Borough’s only success came six minutes after Halesowen’s 
first goal. Dearson started the move with a pass out to Perry, 
who slammed across a hard, low centre to Freimanis, who, in 
an easy scoring position, merely had to force the ball through.

The only man to come out with any credit, in the Borough 
defence, was Lovering. Even Stan Smith and Whitcroft, 
usually the embodiment of reliability, fell a long way short of 
their usual selves. Dearson, deputising for the injured Arthur 
Harris, and Thornton, will certainly wish to forget this game.

And what of the forwards? Of course no forward line can 
expect to function efficiently without support from behind. 
That is essential – and they had precious little on this 
occasion. Even so, chances came – and went. The three inside 
men could do nothing right. Occasionally Slack came into the 
picture, but Perry was the best of a goal-shy attack.

It had been a good run for the Borough. Twelve games 
without defeat was a notable performance. What a pity their 
record had to go in such circumstances as this.
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 West Brom A v Nuneaton Borough 20-10-1951 
West Brom A: Davies; Jackson and Guy; Summers, Dugdale and Brooks; 
Feegan, Rawlings, Jenkins, Dunn and Cutler.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; Bond, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
N. Smith, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

Borough were the away side in the Birmingham Combination 
game against West Brom A at Manor Park.

West Brom A lost the services of inside-left Dunn just before 
half-time and were compelled to defend desperately for long 
periods of the game. Although they owe a debt to goalkeeper 
Davies for keeping them in the game, they put up a great 
fight and were unfortunate to lose to a goal in the last couple 
of minutes, although Borough’s forwards were constantly 
hammering against a human wall which showed few signs of 
collapsing under the pressure.

And yet, there were two periods – the last ten minutes of 
the first-half and the final ten minutes of the game when the 
Albion goal had a charmed life. It was difficult to keep tally of 
how many times the woodwork was struck, how many likely 
scoring shots struck defenders, and how many shots and 
headers just missed the target. 

Cutler, the 16-year-old West Brom left-winger kept the crowd 
on tenterhooks, scoring his side’s goal when he shot past an 
unsighted Barber. He always looked likely to score another, 
and gave Thornton, who was unable to hold the youngster, a 
torrid time.

Perry quickly equalised for Borough with a real beauty, 
running on to a low centre by Phillips and crashing home an 
unstoppable cross-shot.

For sheer excitement the last ten minutes stood out, as three 
forwards missed a ball right across the front of the goal, 
Freimanis smashed a terrific header against the bar. Two 
minutes later Freimanis got the winning goal, turning through 
a Dearson pass. In the last minute of the game he banged a 
shot against the foot of the post.

Slack was missed at outside-right. Norman Smith, his deputy, 
was never happy, and it was not until late in the game when 
Phillips went on the wing that things began to hum for the 
Albion defence. Indeed, not until their final onslaught did any 
of the Borough forwards shine with the exception of Perry, 
who for too long was ploughing a lone furrow.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 03-11-1951 
Darlaston: Bayley; Astley and Martin; Hodgkiss, Warton and Harley; 
Hughes, Swinton, Dummelow, Evans and Kilroy.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; Bond, S. Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Freimanis, Awde, Dearson and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston for a Birmingham 
Combination match.

Borough didn’t play too badly in the first-half. Indeed, only 
the fine goalkeeping of Bayley, who brilliantly saved three 

storming Dearson drives and a Freimanis header, prevented 
the visitors building up a winning first-half lead. But as so often 
happens, Borough just faded away in the second half, and 
when Darlaston regained their lost goal lead seven minutes 
after the change of ends – well that was the beginning of the 
end of the Borough, who went from bad to worse.

Gilroy opened the scoring for Darlaston in the first minute, 
but Whitcroft equalised not long after with a cracking shot 
following a Hallard corner. Not long after Whitcroft had the 
ball in the net again, but the whistle went to signal that 
Dearson was offside.

Borough’s defence had a reasonably good first-half but in the 
second wilted under constant pressure. Stan Smith at centre-
half was again a tremendous worker. If only his enthusiasm 
for work would infect some of his colleagues.

Borough are definitely up against it at the moment. The 
team is playing badly, its confidence has gone, and there is a 
disturbing lack of shooting ability among the forwards who 
appear to be passing the buck when it comes to a final shot. 
Quite a few times in this game the inside men had chances to 
shoot but, seemingly afraid to try their luck, pushed the ball 
to someone else.

Evans gave Darlaston the lead after seven minutes of the 
second-half and Hodgkiss made it three 17 minutes later.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 10-11-1951 
Borough: Lewis; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
(and from) Horton, Phillips, N. Smith, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough supporters have been needing a tonic for some 
time and they got it on Saturday in full measure. This much-
changed side gave 90 minutes of sustained, honest endeavour. 
The chances made had been the subject of adverse comment, 
and some supporters were prepared for the worst, but the 
team performed well against a very useful side.

Four moves came off trumps. First the moving of Whitcroft 
from left-half to inside-left paid off as the versatile Ansley lad 
bagged three of his side’s goals and was marksman in chief. 
Stan Smith moved to right-half and Dearson to centre-half. 
The former just revelled in the freedom to go up and help out 
his forwards. He was the best half on the field. Dearson had a 
quick-thinking and quick-moving centre-forward to deal with 
in Morgan, the Derbyshire fast bowler, and though the latter 
got both his side’s goals, the centre-half more often than not 
had the situation under control.

The surprise package was Horton, taking Slack’s place at 
outside right. No-one can argue that he has the polish of 
Slack; but he was more effective, certainly in the matter of 
getting the ball across. His enthusiasm was unbounding and 
he worried the life out of left-back Potter until he tired.

Indeed, if for no other reason than they proved no-one player 
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is indispensible, these changes were worth while. Everybody 
admires a fighting side, and we saw a team of bonny fighters 
on this occasion.

Borough’s goals were scored by Freimanis from a Horton 
centre; Whitcroft who turned in a Freimanis centre; Whitcroft 
from Hallard’s centre; Hallard, after McCormack had failed to 
hold a Horton drive made it 4-0 at half-time.

Hallard scored the first goal of the second period after being 
put through by Whitcroft, before dribbling right in; Freimanis 
with a header from Horton’s centre. Whitcroft, scored from 
the penalty spot after he himself was fouled. Morgan got both 
goals for Banbury.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 17-11-1951 
Bilston: Yates; Price and Kirkham; Meakin, Childs and Buxton; Elliott, 
Pearson, Tatler, Cook and Coen.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Bilston for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Borough were cruising to victory in this game until Stan 
Smith pulled a muscle and effectively reduced Borough to 
ten men. Until this misfortune, Borough played brilliantly. 
Supported by some first-class half-back play, the forwards 
revealed dazzling form. They completely demoralised the 
Bilston defence, which was literally torn to shreds. Smith’s 
injury caused a reshuffle which unblanced a hitherto 
perfectly balanced side.

The real effect of the injury to Smith was not felt until after 
the change of ends when weight of numbers began to tell. 
The Bilston forwards, now with the wind to help them, swept 
into the fray on the crest of a wave which threatened to 
engulf the Borough defence. With Billy Elliott, the former 
WBA winger, leading assault after assault on the Borough 
goal, Dearson and his colleagues were sorely tried, but 
defended magnificently.

Manfully though Borough strove to stem the time, the home 
side scored twice to make the score 4-3. There was over 20 
minutes still to play. Would the ten men hold out? The harder 
the Bilston forwards tried to snatch an equaliser, if not a 
winner, the greater were the efforts of the visiting defenders 
to keep them out.

And so the battle went on, mostly round the Nuneaton goal. 
With the minutes ticking by, Bilston, finding themselves 
unable to break down the resistance of the Borough defence, 
began to lost heart. Their grip on the game relaxed; Borough 
stepped in again – and with what proved the very last kick of 
the match, crippled Stan Smith, taking deliberate aim from 
an unmarked position 25 yards out, beat the Bilston keeper 
with an unerring shot. It was a dramatic ending to a truly 
dramatic game.

Borough’s goals came from Freimanis, who headed home 

Horton’s centre, after four minutes; Smith on 15 minutes, 
whose shot was deflected further away from the keeper by 
a defender; Freimanis with a header from Phillips centre 
after 22 minutes; Whitcroft after 40 minutes, whose hard, low 
shot went in off the foot of the post; and Smith, as already 
described, after 90 minutes. Cook (2) and Elliott scored for 
Bilston, all three of the homes side’s goals being well taken.

 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 24-11-1951 
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Lovering; Marsh, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.
Rugby: Langstone; Frame and Frost; Llewellyn, Betts and Bury; Nicholls, 
Cronin, McShane, Wright and Guest.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Rugby’s bark was bigger than its bite and although they 
served up some attractive football in midfield, their attacks 
generally fizzled out when they got to the penalty area. They 
got on the scorecard too late, their solitary goal coming in the 
last minute, just as Borough were ready to celebrate their first 
clean sheet of the season.

On the run of play Rugby deserved their consolation and 
had they scored earlier, Borough might have had to struggle 
much harder for their victory than they actually did. Rugby’s 
midfield play was slightly superior to that of the home side, 
but they really ought to have done better near goal against an 
appreciably weakened Borough defence.

Borough scored their first goal ten minutes after the start 
when Phillips fastened on to a through pass from Whitcroft, 
raced through the middle and slipped the ball past 
Langstone. Phillips got the Borough’s second goal after 34 
minutes when he headed through after Whitcroft had headed 
the ball into the middle. Rugby’s last-minute goal was scored 
by McShane from Guest’s centre.

Newcomer Marsh, who signed Birmingham Combination 
forms this week after playing with the Reserves, was not fully 
equal to his task at right-half. The ordeal proved a little too 
tough for him, although he pegged away to the last whistle, 
he spent the last 15 minutes at inside-left after Arthur Harris 
had called Whitcroft back to right-half.

Freimanis and Whitcroft worked hard without having much 
luck with their scoring attempts, while in defence Dearson, 
Bond and particularly Jack Lovering laboured prodigiously 
in defence in conditions which, generally speaking, favoured 
attackers because it was so easy to become bogged in the 
mud and slush. Barber started uncertainly; he dropped the 
first shot fired at him. Thereafter he revealed those safe 
hands of his and was very rarely in trouble.

Rugby were a good side and proved themselves capable of 
serving up some stylish football. Frame, the former Leicester 
City player, Frost and Betts at centre-half, defended with 
great stubborness.
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No Man Unemployed In Nuneaton
For the first time since the end of the war no man was 
registered as unemployed at Nuneaton Employment 
Exchange.

“It is not expected that this position will obtain for any 
length of time,” stated the manager of the Exchange, 
Mr Tayor, “although there is no reason to think that 
unemployment amongst men will be any higher in the 
immediate future than it has been in past weeks.”

The strike at Morris Motors, Coventry, has led to some 25 
local men, all non-strikers, being laid off, and they have 
made claims for benefit.

Short-time working has continued in the hatting and 
knitwear industries, and a falling off in the demand for 
labour from these industries has led to an increase of 
the numbers on the women’s register. Twenty-three are 
registered as wholly unemployed.

 Stafford Rangers v Nuneaton Borough 01-12-1951 
Stafford: Bridgewood; Heath and Cook; Hibbs, Homer and Ridgeway; 
Shaw, Rafferty, Kelly, Marriott and Finney.
Borough: Lewis; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Marston Road to take on 
Stafford Rangers in a Birmingham Combination game.

It would not be stretching the imagination to say that 
Borough gave Rangers a three goal start in this match. Yet, 
for all that, the home side could not topple Borough off the 
highest rung of the league ladder.

The fact is that reserve goalkeeper Lewis, deputising for Barber, 
presented the home side with a couple of goals and was not 
altogether blameless when Stafford scored the first of their 
three goals. The result of this was that 27 minutes after the 
start, although they had had more than a fair share of the game, 
Borough found themselves 3-1 in arrears and, apparently, 
heading for certain defeat. For Lewis’s indiscretions were 
beginning to have a demoralising effect on the whole team.

The absence of Barber was a severe enough handicap even 
before the match. It almost proved a tragedy when things 
got under way. The first blow came after eight minutes’ play. 
A long centre from Heath went sailing towards the Borough 
goal. Dearson went up to head the ball, failed to connect, and 
Kelly’s header curled into the net as Lewis came out.

There was probably some excuse for Lewis on this occasion, but 
not on the other two. With the score at 1-1 at 19 minutes, the 
Rangers were awarded a free-kick well out. Again Heath placed 
the ball high into the Borough goalmouth. Lewis, misjudging 
the flight of the ball, got too far underneath it. He had to reach 
back to get to the ball which dropped out of his hands and 
escaped his grasp and rolled behind him into the empty net.

Then, at 27 minutes, the ball was pushed through the middle. 
Lewis rushed out and would have reached the ball had he 
kept going. But he suddenly stopped, allowed Marriott to get 
there first – and Borough were 3-1 down. Afterwards, let it be 
said, Lewis made some good saves.

For a period after the scoring of Stafford’s third goal things 
indeed looked black for the league leaders. Then three 
minutes before half-time Borough got just the tonic they 
needed when Freimanis, who had scored their first goal, 
nodded their second after Whitcroft had swung the ball 
into the goalmouth, the goalkeeper looked favourite, but 
Freimanis went up and deflected the ball out of the keeper’s 
reach. After this Borough put up a great fight. The defence 
stiffened and the forwards got moving again. It was a 
magnificent come-back, a really encouraging display from 
every point of view.

Bad covering by the Stafford defenders contributed to 
Borough third goal. When Horton’s flag-kick came across, 
Bond who was standing well out, and completely unmarked, 
headed past Bridgewood, who was right out of position.

Should Television Be Rationed For Children?
This was debated by Weddington Discussion Group at a 
“We Beg To Differ” evening on Tuesday.

Mrs V. T. Harry gave it as her opinion that television 
viewing should be definitely limited in the case of 
children. No only had children homework to do, but she 
did not think that looking at a screen for long periods 
was a good thing for a child, either from a mental or 
physical point of view.

Mr F. Birtles suggested selective viewing for children.

Mr J. Riley agreed with Mr Birtles, and condemned films 
transmitted in which planned murder was the main 
theme, and numerous killings were involved. He pointed 
out that children were not allowed by law to see certain 
films, and he thought children should not be allowed by 
parents to see such films on the television...

 Nuneaton Borough v Stafford Rangers 08-12-1951 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.
Stafford: Bridgewood; Heath and Cook; Hibbs, Homer and Ridgeway; 
Meredith, Raferty, Kelly, Marriott and Shaw.

Borough welcomed Stafford Rangers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

In conditions which seemed to rule out all possibility of 
accurate football – squally showers were accompanied by a 
strong, swirling cross wind which played tricks with the ball 
in the air – Borough gave a truly brilliant display, the like of 
which has not been seen at Manor Park for many a long day. 
It was delight to watch.
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After a rather uncertain opening ten minutes, Borough played 
with a skill and purpose which was so devastating that the 
Rangers were left almost powerless, and it was only a mixture 
of erratic finishing, bad luck and superb goalkeeping that 
prevented the Borough getting seven or eight goals. There 
were times when Rangers’ harassed defenders could do little 
more than just stand still and watch this well-nigh perfect 
display of ball control and passing.

It was Stan Smith who put the first nail in Stafford’s coffin 
five minutes before half-time. He received the ball in an open 
space fully 35 yards out. He came inside slightly, transferred 
the ball from one foot to the other and instead of making the 
obvious pass to Hallard, let drive for goal. The move caught 
Bridgewood off his guard and the ball sailed into the net.

The second goal came six minutes after half-time. Hallard 
made all the running. His first cross was blocked, but he 
collected the rebound, rounded Heath, and then swung the 
ball across in front of goal for Whitcroft to turn it into the net 
with his head. The same player got the third goal late in the 
game, heading through a Hallard corner kick.

It was a performance to relish for the supporters, not merely 
because Stafford were beaten, but because of the manner 
of the victory. Borough had given a model display under the 
worst possible conditions.

Borough are now playing championship football. Not a single 
player could have been faulted on this display. It was a triumph 
for the whole team – a model exhibition of team work. After 
missing last week’s game Barber came back into the side and 
proved what a difference he really makes to this team.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 15-12-1951 
Bedworth: Allen; Randle and Woolley; Spacey, Attwood and Greenway; 
Kirkaldie, Marshall, Jayes, Joe Kelly and Mullins.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and 
Bond; Horton, N. Smith, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to The Oval for a Birmingham 
Combination game against Bedworth Town.

When Borough supporters learned that Charlie Hudson and 
Cyril Phillips were not playing, hopes of a “double” at the 
expense of the “Greenbacks” received a shaking and most 
would probably have settled for a draw. But once again 
splendid team work turned the scales in Borough’s favour.

Dearson contributed greatly to Borough’s success and kept 
an iron grip on Jayes and was the master down the middle, 
breaking up attack after attack in the manner that once made 
him one of the finest players of his day.

Freimanis, although way below his best, made the openings 
for both Borough goals. On the first occasion, 15 minutes 
after half-time, he received the ball in an open space, turned 
quickly inside, and then pushed the ball slightly ahead of 
Whitcroft. The inside-left raced onto it and drove the ball hard 
and low past Allen.

An overhead kick by Freimanis led to the second goal, 23 
minutes after the break. When he was given the ball he was 
well covered by Attwood. There seemed little or no danger. 
But going down on his back, Freimanis hooked the ball into 
the goalmouth for Horton to shoot first time into the net.

Both goals had narrow escapes. A brilliant drive by Kirkaldie 
rattled against the Borough bar, as had Horton’s earlier in the 
game. On another occasion, after Lovering had all but headed 
into his own net, only a human wall of bodies prevented a 
goal. Spacey too missed a chance following an indirect free-
kick in the Borough penalty area.

What of Borough? Apart from scoring twice they could point 
to the fact that only the brilliance of Allen, who twice went 
full length to save, prevented Whitcroft and Freimanis netting 
further goals. Bedworth had a remarkable let-off when 
Freimanis headed hard towards goal, but Norman Smith, 
following up to make sure, headed the ball over the bar from 
almost on the goal-line.

Fought Jack Doyle

Mr A. J. “Tubby” Sipplitts, of 18 Midland Road, Nuneaton, 
has had an interesting and extemely varied career. He 
went down the pit at 131/2, and since those days he 
has been a butcher’s boy, hotel commissionaire, liner 
steward, coach driver and regular soldier.

Since 1943, when he was discharged from the Army, 
“Tubby” has owned a taxi business in Nuneaton. For 
131/2 years “Tubby” was in the Army, during which time 
he served in the “Warwicks,” Coldstream Guards and the 
Tank Corps. He was a boxer of merit, and claims to have 
been one of the first men to have the gloves on with Jack 
Doyle, the former British heavyweight champion. Doyle 
was then serving in the Irish Guards, and the event was 
part of “milling” contest – a two minute “free for all” 
between two teams.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 22-12-1951 
Borough (Provisional): Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson 
and Bond; Horton, N. Smith, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination match.

Borough gave their most erratic display since their come-
back and they were always struggling to save their unbeaten 
home record in the league. Stourbridge were undoubtedly 
the better side. Yet in the end both defences were reduced to 
kicking out, obviously feeling well satisfied with a draw.

Since Phillips’ injury, the Borough attack has not functioned 
nearly so well. Norman Smith is not an adequate substitute 
either as a goal getter or as partner to Horton, whose perky 
style is being cramped as a consequence.

It was unfortunate that on the eve of a strenuous holiday 
programme, Stan Smith should have been injured. He went 
to centre-forward in the second half, with a pulled muscle, 
Whitcroft going to half-back.

Bazeley got both goals for Stourbridge, one in each half. 
Whitcroft and Horton scored for Borough, the inside-left’s 
being the first of the match and Horton’s the last.

Referee F. Roberts, of Birmingham, awarded Stourbridge a 
penalty almost immediately after Borough had scored their 
second goal. For what reason, no-one but the referee knows, 
but it was poetic justice that Haycock should have made such 
a hopeless mess of the spot kick, his half-hit shot rolling well 
wide of the post.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 25-12-1951 
Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Christmas Day Birmingham Combination match.

Borough should have filled their stocking with Christmas 
goals. After a disappointing first half, in which both sides 
missed chances, Borough proceeded to give the Hinckley 
defence a real hammering and the fact that, instead of 
running up a cricket score, they got only three goals, was due 
to a combination of bad finishing, atrocious bad luck, and 
some fine goalkeeping by Broadaway.

Even when they lost the services of Slack through injury, 
Borough continued their almost non-stop attack on the 
Hinckley goal.

Whitcroft will remember this match. He might have scored 
half-a-dozen goals at least. He missed two first half sitters, hit 
the upright, and on many other occasions did everything but 
get the ball between the posts. Although he finished with an 
empty stocking, he was still the best forward on the field.

Freimanis got a couple of goals, but might have got several 
more. All in all, the Hinckley goal had a charmed life. The 
Athletic did reasonably well in the first half, when Grant 
missed one of the simplest chances of the match, but 
afterwards were overrun. Ward was outpaced by will-o’-the-

wisp Horton, while Hinckley’s new centre-forward, the tall 
Healy, was completely blotted out by Dearson.

Freimanis got his first goal after Horton had outpaced the 
Athletic defence and shot against a post. He netted the 
second after being put through by Bond. Hallard completed 
the scoring when sent clean through by Dearson.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1951 
Borough made the journey to Middlefield Lane to take on 
Hinckley Athletic in a Birmingham Combination match.

Nobody who saw Hinckley in action at Manor Park on 
Christmas Day could possibly have envisaged this Boxing Day 
result. But football being football – well, there it is.

Hinckley didn’t have to play particularly well to win this match. 
All they needed to do was to wait for Borough to make the 
mistakes and then cash in on them. Borough were so poor 
that they would have lost almost to any team. They asked 
for defeat – and they got it. Any more displays like this and 
it will be the old, old story of “so near and yet so far” with 
the championship.

One thing is certain, and that is without Phillips and Stan 
Smith, Borough are no championship side – not by a long 
chalk. The defence went all to pieces in the second half; 
the attack bore a tattered and torn appearance all the way 
through and the only one who ever looked like scoring was 
Whitcroft. Twice only the best that Broadaway could produce 
prevented him scoring. The only goal they got – scored by 
Horton – was deflected into the net by a defender.

Hinckley had one big pull, they had players who could move 
the heavy ball about. Borough had only two – Dearson and 
Bond. Indeed, all the way through Borough merely toyed with 
the ball, and their tip-tapping only got them into bigger holes 
than they had already got themselves into.

Two freak second half goals turned this game completely 
upside down – the goals that gave Hinckley their 2-1 and then 
their 3-1 lead. On the first occasion Spacey’s corner kick went 
into the net via a post; and then Shore scored direct from a 
corner kick. Parsons got their opening goal and Healy the 
last. While Shore also failed with a penalty kick.

Borough’s form on this occasion was just too bad to be true. Or 
was it? If it wasn’t – well, it’s goodbye to the championship.

 Moor Green v Nuneaton Borough 29-12-1951 
Moor Green: Taylor; Leach and Dooley; Badham, Rushton and 
Brotherton; Bodfish, Shuttleworth, Massey, Mackenzie and Williams.
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; Harris, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Dickenson, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to The Moorlands to take on Moor 
Green in a Birmingham Combination match.

The Moor Green goal had some remarkable escapes. Three 
times the woodwork of their goal was struck; twice only the 
brilliance of Taylor prevented what seemed certain Freimanis 
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goals – the goalkeeper’s save from the centre-forward in 
the second half was a truly miraculous effort – and on other 
occasions easy chances were missed by Borough.

Yet, by reason of the fact that only once did they actually get 
the ball into the net, and that in their periodic incursions into 
the Borough half the Moors always looked as though they 
might snatch a goal, the game was not really won and lost 
until the final whistle.

From the purely scientific standpoint there was only one 
team in it. Borough were far and away the better footballers 
and reached the penalty area with the greatest of ease. But it 
was in the ankle-deep in mud goal areas that the majority of 
their attacks finished.

There were occasions when luck – and nothing but luck 
– saved the “Moors.” Twice Dickenson hit a post; Horton 
stuck the angle of the post and crossbar; Whitcroft again 
had atrocious luck with his scoring efforts, including one 
thumping drive which the alert Taylor pushed over the top.

There were many other occasions when Borough were denied 
in some way or another. Freimanis brought a full-length save 
out of Taylor, which he could not possibly have stopped if it 
had not been slowed down in the mud. Another time Freimanis 
hit the ball hard towards the unguarded part of the net, only 
for the keeper to launch himself headlong at the ball and 
punch it away.

Horton broke through in the second half and went past the 
last defender, who brought him down from behind with the 
goal at his mercy. If this wasn’t a penalty, then there is no 
such thing as a penalty.

Although on the slow side Dickenson did not do at all badly 
and if only for the fact that he got the all-important goal, well 
justified his inclusion. He is always likely to get goals with his 
head because of his great height; and it was from a perfectly 
placed Freimanis centre that he headed through, well out of 
Taylor’s reach. On the whole these two valuable league points 
were well deserved.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 05-01-1952 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.
Atherstone: Thacker; Richardson and Hewins; Mooney, Thompson and 
Gummery; Wilkins, Jayes, Cresswell, Lovatt and Walton.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

It’s those odd twists of fate that make the game of football 
so fascinatingly uncertain. Five minutes from the end of this 
game Borough were struggling desperately to maintain their 
2-1 lead – a lead they scarcely deserved. The “Adders” forced 
one of many corners and from Walton’s flag kick Wilkins shot 
against a post. The ball rebounded into pay, was pushed 
upfield to Phillips, who hit a long ball through the middle. 
The Atherstone defence was spreadeagled and Freimanis 

closed in on their goal completely unmarked. Thacker did 
the only thing possible – came out to narrow the angle. But 
Freimanis coolly lifted the ball over his head into the empty 
net for Borough’s third goal.

Thus from what might so easily have been a thoroughly 
merited equalising goal, Borough scored and gained a 
flattering 3-1 victory. Atherstone were every bit as good as 
the league leaders and in one phase – team work – were their 
superiors. They worked more smoothly than their hosts but 
made the mistake of trying to beat Barber from too far out.

Freimanis’ two goals were well taken. He got his first by 
hooking in a Horton centre. His second has already been 
described; it was a splendid piece of opportunism. Phillips’ 
goal was also a good one. Put through by Dearson he made 
straight for goal, shook off the challenges of two defenders 
and then put the ball out of Thacker’s reach into the net

Borough deserved their 1-0 half-time lead, although there 
had been precious little in it. Territorially, the second half 
went in favour of the visitors and their forwards were so 
persistently aggressive that Borough defenders often gave 
away corners to relieve the pressure.

It was from one of these numerous corner kicks that Lovatt 
scored his first goal of the season from Walton’s cross, which 
had been headed down by Cresswell. And it was also from 
a corner kick that Atherstone all but snatched a point that 
nobody truthfully could say they would not have deserved.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 12-01-1952 
Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson and Harris; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.
Bilston: Anderson; Deaville and Roberts; Williams, Childs and 
Churchward; Wlliott, Meakin, Masefield, Pearson and Cooke.

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Combination fixture.

Horton and Phillips gave yet another fine example of thrustful 
right-wing movements and Roberts, the former Atherstone 
player, making his debut for Bilston, had a most bewildering 
afternoon. He never knew who was going to bear down on 
him – Horton or Phillips. In either case he was invariably 
out-manoeuvred and nearly always outpaced. Freimanis 
put his side in the right mood by netting in the third minute. 
Receiving a pass from Stan Smith, he easily beat Anderson 
with a well-placed drive.

At 25 minutes, while Bilston were vainly appealing for offside, 
Horton raced away and centred for Freimanis to again score. 
A move started by Horton followed by a perfect centre by 
Freimanis enabled Hallard to nod a third goal in the 32nd 
minute, while the centre-forward headed a beautiful fourth 
goal from a Horton free-kick.

Five minutes after half-time Whitcroft got his goal after a 
defender had faultily headed to him a Phillips centre. Two 
minutes later Bilston got their only goal. Harris gave away a 
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penalty. Meakin’s spot kick struck the bar, but the ball was 
not cleared and Pearson shot into the net. In the next minute 
Freimanis missed a penalty kick, but an instant later made 
amends by scoring his side’s sixth goal from Horton’s pass.

A Horton-Phillips move enabled Hallard to head a seventh 
and Phillips came along with the eighth just before the end.

Stan Smith was as hard working as ever and always ready to go 
up in support of his forwards, while both Hudson and Lovering 
did better than in recent games. Dearson had a masterful game 
at centre-half. Altogether Borough gave a sound display and it 
was good to see them using the long pass.

Old Town Footballer

Mr George Paul will always remember the day he first 
turned out for the old Nuneaton Town Football Club shortly 
after the First World War. Coventry City were the opposition, 
and the game resulted in a draw of six goals each.

George joined the Town as an amateur after a season 
with the “Adders.” Two years later he signed “pro,” and 
served the club for many seasons at full back. Partnering 
him on the opposition flank in the early days was Milton, 
who is still considered by many to be one of the finest 
backs ever on the club’s books.

In the later years of his association with the club, George 
became player-trainer. He afterwards joined Griff Colliery 
team and played until an injury put paid to his football 
career. His son, Ray, followed in his father’s footsteps 
as a footballer, and has played for Nuneaton and Notts 
Forest and is now with the “Adders.”

George has worked for Hall and Phillips Ltd. for 43 years. 
He became a journeyman hatter, and since 1935 has 
been manager of the firm’s canteen. He is also caretaker 
of the Masonic Hall, Nuneaton.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 19-01-1952 
Borough (Provisional): Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson 
and Bond; Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
Combination match.

Never at any period in this game did the visitors shape like 
potential champions. Neither was Stourbridge’s football of 
championship vintage, yet they won easily. Which only goes 
to show that Borough played badly. And they did.

From the kick-off it was obvious that Borough’s task was 
going to be a difficult one as the home side piled on the 
pressure. Stourbridge must have been encouraged in 
their efforts by the panicky manner in which the Borough 
defenders booted the ball anywhere in a vain effort to relieve 
the pressure. No-one except Dearson attempted to hold the 
ball and try to bring a little order out of chaos. Stan Smith 
occasionally came through with the ball; the others crudely 
slammed the ball in an aimless manner.

Stourbridge opened the scoring from one of many corner kicks, 
each of which caused panic in the Borough defence. Their 
second goal was the result of a defence-splitting pass by Page, 
which left centre-forward Rowley with only Barber to beat, 
which he did with some ease. His hat-trick was well-deserved.

Towards the end, with Whitcroft playing at right-half and Stan 
Smith at inside-left, the forwards at least began to worry the 
Stourbridge defence for the first time – but not sufficiently to 
cause any great anxiety. In fact the only anxiety the winners 
could have felt was that it took them so long to get their 
second goal, which did not come until the 65th minute.

Borough’s forwards only managed four shots in the entire 
game – one each from Whitcroft, Hallard, Freimanis and 
a Dearson free-kick. On the other hand, Stourbridge were 
attacking for at least 80 per cent of the game.

If Borough’s form in this match – the first of a series of 
difficult games on opponents’ grounds – is any criterion, then 
at the end of the period they will not still be at the head of the 
league table and most likely their championship aspirations 
will very largely have disappeared.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 26-01-1952 
Borough (from): Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson, 
Harris, Bond, Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft, Slack and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

If Borough merited criticism for their performance at 
Stourbridge, when in this game they earned the greatest 
admiration for their terrific fight against the cruellest of luck. 
As footballers they were streets ahead of the home side, 
whose defence was so often bewildered that they resorted 
time and time again to measures which at best could be 
described as obstructive.
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Slack opened the scoring after 23 minutes when he was put 
clean through by Freimanis. Two minutes later Redditch were 
awarded a disputed penalty for alleged handball against 
Dearson, who drew the referee’s attention to the mud on his 
shirt where the ball had struck him, but to no avail. Davidson 
levelled the scores from the spot. Giles put Redditch ahead 
after 32 minutes.

About 12 minutes into the second half Slack cleverly headed 
in a centre by Hallard. Redditch again took the lead when 
the ball was crossed into the goalmouth and Saunders dived 
headlong to head the ball home, colliding with Barber, who 
suffered a broken nose and took no further part in the game. 
Stan Smith took over between the sticks.

Eight minutes from the end Slack shot his third goal, making 
the score 3-3. At this stage Borough looked the more likely 
of the two sides to get a winner, but then came the final 
blow. The ball was swung up the Borough right wing. Horton 
headed it back to Phillips who was following up. The inside-
right could easily have booted the ball upfield and played for 
time, as Redditch were doing. But instead he tried to make 
use of the ball – with fatal results. He cut inside, but was 
dispossessed. The ball was hit upfield to Morrall. The latter 
switched it out to Giles who cut in and from close range beat 
Stan Smith with a shot just inside the post.

There were some mistakes or otherwise the un-championship 
like tactics employed by Redditch could never have produced 
four goals, but in view of the gallant fight Borough put up, 
these could be forgiven. This was indeed Redditch’s lucky day.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 02-02-1952 
Borough (from): Barber; Hudson and Lovering; S. Smith, Dearson, 
Harris, Whitcroft, Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Slack and Hallard.

Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers to play a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Twice in this game the forwards – or at least the right flank, 
aided and abetted by Freimanis with strong support from 
Stan Smith – fought to put their side on level terms after the 
home side had gone ahead. But it was of no avail; the defence 
conceded two more goals and the game had been won and lost. 
Admittedly the state of the ground favoured the forwards. That 
is about all that can be said in favour of the Borough defence.

Not that the forwards were blameless. Phillips, Freimanis and 
Hallard all missed easy chances, and little was seen of Slack 
and his left-wing partner. But at least Phillips and Horton 
appeared capable of giving their side a fighting chance, 
always providing the defence could hold out. But it couldn’t 
and that was that.

Peace led the Rovers’ attack well and his first goal after 
24 minutes was a beauty. He intercepted a pass from 
Wainwright, killed the ball with his right foot and then, with 
his left foot, drove in an unstoppable shot. After 37 minutes 
Harris headed the ball to Freimanis, who slipped a pass 
through to Phillips, who darted through to level the scores.

It was a bad mistake from Dearson that gave the home side 
their second goal. Nearly on the half-way line, he tried to 
dribble round Peace. He put the ball against the centre-forward 
who was left with a clear course to the Borough goal. He ran on 
completely unhampered. Barber came out a few yards, then 
stopped. Thus Peace was left with an easy task. He very nearly 
blundered, however. His shot struck the far post, but he secured 
possession again and turned the ball into the empty net.

After 62 minutes Horton pushed the ball through to 
Freimanis, who again slipped the ball through to Phillips, who 
easily beat Skitt in the home goal. Straight from the kick-off 
Lovering was beaten, the ball was crossed into the middle 
and Cave made the score 3-2. Hames got Bromsgrove’s fourth 
goal from Hamblett’s corner kick.

Although it could be said that loose defensive play was very 
largely responsible for this defeat – and the defence does 
need strengthening before it is too late – it may be said 
that often the forwards carried their attacks too far. Several 
times they got well within shooting range and a crack at goal 
would most likely have brought results. But they still went on 
passing the ball and trying to walk it into the net.

The King Is Dead
The King is dead. And the 
whole world mourns. We at 
once join with the people 
of Nuneaton and district in 
expressing profound sympathy 
with the Queen, the Queen 
Mother and all members of the 
Royal Family in their sudden 
and tragic loss.

We pray that God will give 
them strength in their hour of grief.

King George VI was a good King. By his simple humanity, 
his personal sacrifice and his undivided devotion to duty 
both during the war and in the dark and difficult days 
which have followed, he had gained the affection of his 
people and the admiration of the whole world...

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 09-02-1952 
Hednesford: Turner; Allen and Insley; Brazier, Dew and Corbett; 
Newman, Roberts, Ward, Walsh and Ross.
Borough: Barber; Harris and Lovering; Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to The Cross Keys to play 
Hednesford Town in a Birmingham Combination game.

Borough were unlucky not to have won this match as they 
clearly scored a good goal, which was not awarded by the 
referee. Whitcroft came through on the right and lifted 
the ball high towards the goal. Surrounded and probably 
unsighted by his own defenders and Borough forwards, 
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goalkeeper Turner misjudged the flight of the ball. It dropped 
behind him and was at least a foot over the line when it was 
hooked away. Referee Rogers allowed play to continue and 
all protests were of no avail.

It was an unhappy match for the referee. Straight after he had 
disallowed that goal, a Hednesford defender handled a Perry 
drive in the area. Again the referee waved play on. Later Mr 
Rogers sent Ward, the Hednesford centre-forward from the field 
and a few minutes from the end there was a general hulabaloo. 
When the whistle went for time the crowd surged on to the 
pitch and the referee had to be given police protection.

This was a remarkable game. In the first-half Borough 
were well and truly outplayed by a team which revealed 
classical touches and uncanny ball control on an extremely 
difficult pitch. Borough’s defence was pushed back and the 
Hednesford halves took command of the middle of the field, 
and it was mostly one-way traffic.

The defence was out-smarted. Newman and Ross were 
repeatedly breaking through on the wings and pushing across 
inviting centre, and with Dearson having an uncomfortable 
time in the middle, things looked very bad indeed for the 
visitors. It was not at all surprising that Borough should have 
found themselves 2-0 down after 20 minutes; indeed the only 
surprise was that they weren’t four goals behind.

Hednesford opened the scoring after 10 minutes when Ward 
collected a cross from the left, rounded Dearson, and hit the 
ball hard past Barber. Ten minutes later Newman got the 
better of Lovering, swung the ball high into the middle and 
Roberts’ head did the rest.

At half-time Borough appeared a thoroughly beaten and 
badly disorganised side. When the game resumed Stan Smith 
had moved to centre-half; Dearson was at inside-forward and 
Whitcroft at right-half. From the whistle Borough seemed a 
new side and from that moment until the end Hednesford 
were every bid as battered as Borough were in the first-half.

Borough pounded the home defence for 20 minutes and in 
a period of about seven minutes from the 50th to the 57th 
minute, the home side badly plastered the home defence. 
First came Whitcroft’s goal, which wasn’t a goal; then the 
penalty which wasn’t a penalty, and then came a goal from 
Horton, who shot through from Perry’s centre. Two minutes 
later Dearson swung across a high ball from which Freimanis 
headed a perfect goal as Turner came out to meet him.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 16-02-1952 
Walsall: Atkinson; Boyden and Montgomery; Dean, Hill and Aston; 
Barber, Giles, Winter, Evans and Knowles.
Borough: Barber; Bond and Lovering; Harris, Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

Borough made the journey to face Walsall Reserves in the 
Birmingham Combination.

It was a truly pulsating first-half in which all the goals 

were scored and in which both sets of forwards served up 
some delightful football. Let it be said right away that both 
defences were bang up against it on this ankle-deep-in-mud 
pitch. Once a defender had been beaten there was precious 
little hope of recovery. Mistakes were excusable indeed, 
inevitable, in the goal area mud.

As it was both sides made full use of the better parts of the 
field – on the wings – and all four wingers had a field day, 
especially in the opening half. Brought back on the right-wing 
in place of the injured Horton, Len Slack gave a brilliant first-
half display. On the opposite flank Perry had what was easily 
his best game of the season.

Borough took the lead after 11 minutes when Slack pushed 
the ball back to Bond, who lifted the ball into the goalmouth 
for Phillips to turn it into the net. At 20 minutes Evans 
equalised for the home side, but three minutes later Slack 
crossed the ball to Phillips, who again shot through.

Evans again equalised after 35 minutes and a minute later put 
his side 3-2 up. After 41 minutes Slack swung the ball across 
to Perry, who slipped it back to Dearson, whose perfectly 
placed shot had Atkinson beaten all the way. Two minutes 
after that Slack again provided the opening for Phillips to 
complete his hat-trick. Immediately afterwards Evans made it 
4-4. To round off the first-half action Perry hit the bar.

The second-half paled in comparison to the first, yet both 
teams battled on relentlessly in an effort to snatch a deciding 
goal. And there can be no doubt at all that although Walsall 
probably did slightly more of the attacking than Borough, 
and missed an easy chance, the visitors looked more likely 
to get that vital goal, for whereas Barber didn’t have a single 
good shot to save in this half, at the other end Atkinson was 
often in trouble.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 23-02-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cruickshank and Lovering; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Slack, Phillips, Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.
Bromsgrove: Skitt; Stanton and Williams; Lowery, Wainwright and 
Haines; Hamblett, Pipe, Millichap, Smith and Hinett.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

It was a pity that after an absence of six weeks’ away 
from Manor Park, that Borough should have given their 
4,000 football hungry supporters such a thoroughly inept 
exhibition, and it is doubtful whether there is a single person 
who now believes that Borough can win the championship.

The team played more football in five minutes at Walsall than 
in this game. They started all at sea and continued in the 
same vein until the last kick. There was almost a complete 
absence of team work; passes went astray with alarming 
frequency and few split the strong Bromsgrove defence.

Borough had some chances, especially during two 
onslaughts, when the forwards rained in a succession of shots 
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at the Rovers goal and were perhaps unlucky not to see one 
of them hit the rigging. In the main the chances were frittered 
away in a manner which irritated supporters. The number of 
really good shots put in by the Borough forwards could be 
counted on the fingers of one hand, notably three pile-drivers 
by Dearson, Bond and Perry.

In some recent games weaknesses in the side could be 
pinpointed without diffculty. On this occasion that was 
impossible. There were too many of them. Indeed the only 
players who enhanced their reputations were Barber and 
Stan Smith. The latter had another grand game at centre-
half, but Whitcroft was a little out of touch. A good deal of 
attention was focussed on Frank Cruickshank, the new full-
back from Notts County. By and large he made anything but a 
happy start.

The forwards could not have been more ineffective. 
Agreed, the ball was too much in the air, which gave them 
few chances against a tall Rovers’ defence. Even making 
allowance of that fact, the whole line did poorly. Perry was 
probably the best of the line, but Slack, who did so well at 
Walsall, will have to do a great deal better than this to keep 
Horton out for long.

A draw was a fair result. Neither side played well enough to 
deserve to win. Just as Stan Smith was the stumbling block 
for Bromsgrove, Wainwright was the barrier for the Nuneaton 
attack. Borough’s form is most perplexing and in the last six 
games has varied from poor to brilliant and back to poor.

Had Trials With Villa Colts
Two Bermuda FC players – 171/2-year-old left-half 
Glenville Evans and 21-year-old inside-right Alec 
Sanders – assisted Aston Villa Colts in their 3-1 win over 
Birmingham City at St Andrew’s on Wednesday.

After the match Glen Evans was congratulated on his 
grand performance by the Villa manager and officials. He 
is to be given a further trial next Wednesday against West 
Brom. Sanders too, was commended on his game.

 Sutton Town v Nuneaton Borough 01-03-1952 
Sutton: Davies; Riley and Hobbins; Evans, Tolley and Craven; Smith, 
Horton, Rigby, Shaw and Roberts.
Borough: Barber; Cruickshank and Lovering; Harris, Smith and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Awde, Dearson and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Coles Lane, home of Sutton 
Town, for a Birmingham Combination game.

Three of the goals scored in this game came from penalty 
kicks and the match itself was a drab and featureless 
exhibition. It was Borough’s first victory in seven games and 
beating a team which had only won once this season and 
were firmly entrenched at the foot of the table, is nothing 
to crow about. Indeed the result merely went to prove how 

badly have Borough fallen from grace in recent times. So, 
while the points were desirable, the actual result could 
have been of little satisfaction to the winners. Regarding the 
defence, there are few positives to take from conceding three 
goals against a team such as Sutton, but Cruickshank was 
much improved on his performance against Bromsgrove.

Sutton opened the scoring after eight minutes when a 
penalty was awarded against Harris for handball. Rigby, 
the former Borough player scored from the spot. Perry got 
an equaliser after 37 minutes, having been put through by 
Awde, the left-winger raced away and beat Davies with a low 
drive. Awde put Borough ahead after the break, scoring on 51 
minutes before Rigby scored another penalty a minute later.

Bond scored from the penalty spot for Borough after 57 
minutes, giving Borough a 3-2 lead, but Horton levelled the 
scores at 3-3 just six minutes later. Perry’s winner came eight 
minutes from the end, with a brilliant shot.

Perry was the only forward who appreciated that pattern-
weaving was utterly futile. As soon as he got the ball he 
dashed ahead and had a slam at goal. The inside men were 
much too inclined to hold the ball and use the square pass. 
The result was that the speedy Awde had no through passes 
on which to pounce. But he never gave up trying and his 
chasing of the ball, wherever it went, made him a nuisance to 
the heavy-footed Sutton defenders.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom A 08-03-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cruickshank and Dearson; Harris, Smith and Bond; 
Horton, Phillips, Awde, Whitcroft and Perry.
West Brom A: Hatfield; Poyner and Hilton; Summers, Dugdale and 
Adams; Richards, Carter, Gordon, Jones and Corbett.

Borough welcomed West Brom A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Borough have given some inept displays just lately, but they 
have never cut such a sorry figure as in this game. Albion won 
all hands down and earned the distinction of being the first 
team to win a league game at Manor Park this season.

Borough were unfortunate only in one respect – Phillips 
spent the last 20 minutes of the game in hospital; but even 
before the inside-left left the field the Albion’s mastery had 
already been well and truly established.

Albion’s opening goal came after 22 minutes and was a 
really fine effort. It came after Carter saw what was probably 
intended as a shot, flash across the goal to left-winger 
Corbett, who dived to head beautifully into the net. Their 
second goal, after 39 minutes, was hotly disputed. Long 
before the ball reached the danger zone, a linesman was 
flagging. The referee obviously did not notice the flag. The 
attack went on and Carter shot through. Borough players 
protested; the referee consulted the linesman, but was 
adamant and allowed the goal to stand.

Whitcroft reduced Albion’s lead five minutes after half-time 
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following a pass from Phillips. For a brief period it looked 
as though they might make a game of it. Then, five minutes 
later, came a third Albion goal, which put an end to all their 
hopes, if indeed they had any.

A crossfield pass found Corbett, Albion’s outside-left, 
completely unmarked. At 25 yards’ range he shot for goal. The 
ball kept to the ground and ran straight. Yet it beat Barber. It 
looked as though the goalkeeper had sufficient time to have 
covered up, and that his judgment was at fault.

Albion’s immaculate team work made Borough’s play look 
crude, as indeed it was. Seven out of ten passes went directly 
to an opponent. With this happening how can a team hope 
to succeed. The Borough defence was badly overrun and the 
attack suffered from a lack of support. Even so the forwards 
could have done a great deal better.

Awde was easily held by Dugdale and caused little trouble. 
Once he got clean through only to shoot straight into the 
hands of the advancing goalkeeper. Neither of the inside men 
shone, and what little danger there was to the Albion goal 
came from the wingers.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 15-03-1952 
Borough (from): Barber; Cruickshank and Lovering; Smith, Dearson, 
Bond, Harris, Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town for a Birmingham 
Combination game.

Borough started well and played well throughout, and were 
definitely unfortunate to find themselves a goal down at 
half-time, for Dudley had had much the worst of the play 
territorially up to that point.

Two minutes after half-time the visitors got just the tonic 
they needed in the shape of a Perry goal. Whitcroft put them 
ahead, as they so richly deserved to be, with a delightful 
effort after 70 minutes and thereafter the result was never 
really in doubt. Occasionally, very occasionally, Dudley put in 
a dangerous looking attack. But all their best efforts were not 
nearly good enough to beat the alert Barber.

In fact Borough were unlucky in not getting a third goal when 
during a hot assault on the home goal, Freimanis was unable 
to get out of the way of a shot by Whitcroft which would 
certainly have found the empty net, goalkeeper Williams 
having left his charge.

Dudley never produced the same class of football as the 
visitors, relying mainly on the long punt upfield. The only 
defender perturbed by this was Cruickshank, who was often 
left high and dry by Whitehouse. It was an ill-placed header 
by Cruickshank that enabled Whitehouse to collect the loose 
ball and cross it for centre-forward Massey to net Dudley’s 
only goal 34 minutes from the start.

Both Borough’s goals were well-conceived. When Perry got 
the equaliser just after half-time Freimanis started the move 
by pushing the ball up the wing to Horton. Freimanis took up 

position for a short inside return pass and then slipped it to 
Whitcroft. Whether the inside-left intended a shot or a centre 
does not matter. The fact is that the ball travelled across goal 
to the unmarked Perry, standing about six yards out. The 
winger took a couple of steps forward, shot out his left foot – 
and Williams had to fetch the ball out of the back of the net.

Perry also laid on the second goal. Smith swung the ball out 
to the left. Perry was only a few yards over the half-way line. 
As Hicklin dashed in to tackle him, Perry touched the ball past 
him and then ran. That was the last the full back saw of him. 
The winger raced on and then swung over a perfect centre 
which Whitcroft caught in mid-air and turned into the net, 
with Williams beaten to a frazzle.

On the whole it was a much more heartening Borough display. 
The only downside is that should have only two goals to show 
for their efforts.

Bill Scattergood’s Benefit
Borough Reserves put up a good show against a 
Derby County side in the game at Manor Park for Bill 
Scattergood’s benefit.

Having no Central League match, Derby sent a fairly 
strong side which included a few players with first-team 
experience.

Despite the fact, naturally enough, that Derby were the 
better side and played the more skilful football, the 
Reserves fought hard and only lost by single goal, scored 
by France in the second half. Fielder and K. Brown shone 
in defence, while Awde was the most dangerous forward. 
Slack had quite a good match at outside-right. There was 
a crowd of about a thousand.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 22-03-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cruickshank and Lovering; Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Slack, Harris, Freimanis, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

It is difficult to understand why a team which headed the 
league table for so long could have fallen away so badly. The 
fact that a greatly improved display the previous week at 
Dudley brought them a well-deserved victory obviously had 
not inspired the team to better things.

Their display was almost completely devoid of ideas and 
it can be said right away that but for a short period in 
the second-half when Whitcroft netted a couple of goals, 
Darlaston were the better footballers. Indeed, had they 
shown the same accuracy in front of goal as in midfield, they 
might so easily have won. But like Borough they had little or 
no idea where the net lay. Attack after attack by both sides 
just faded away.

Whitcroft took his chances well. When he got his first goal 
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20 minutes after half-time, he took a forward pass and 
raced through to beat Bayley with a well-placed shot as the 
goalkeeper rushed out of his goal.

He got his other goal six minutes later from a pass by Slack, 
again turning the ball through, well out of Bayley’s reach. 
Darlaston’s only goal came five minutes after Borough’s second 
success and kept the interest alive until the last whistle.

Once again Cruickshank was the chief weakness in defence. 
He was easily drawn out of position by the slick Kilroy and 
often left standing. But his big fault is his kicking; he seems 
afraid to really hit the ball and merely dangles out his foot. 
Dearson was a strong and capable centre-half and gave very 
little away, apart from when he pushed too far forward and 
lost possession. Fortunately Smith or Bond usually covered.

All in all, Borough’s display was a long way from convincing. 
Their team work left much to be desired. In this respect 
Darlaston were unquestionably superior. Their defenders 
tackled with greater keenness and invariably got the ball 
in a tussle for possession, while their passing showed more 
method and far greater accuracy.

It was a game very largely fought out in midfield and in which 
good marksmanship was conspicuous by its absence.

Supporter Urges Club To Seek Better Class Football
We have received a letter from Mr W. L. Dewis, of Higham 
Lane, Nuneaton, in which he asks what Nuneaton Borough 
FC directors are doing to bring better class football into 
the town, and urges them “not to drive all football lovers 
out of the town on every Saturday afternoon.”

Mr Dewis writes:

May I, through the medium of your newspaper, appeal 
to Nuneaton Borough FC to find a higher berth than the 
Birmingham Combination before next season? Anyone 
who, like me, has watched the team to any great extent 
this season will agree that this is not value for even a 1/- 
and the time has come to move on.

In the programmes sold on the ground, I see that the 
Supporters’ Club has offered 100 gns. to the directors for 
the furtherance of this aim and the directors have promised 
to look into the matter. Surely as supporters we are entitled 
to know exactly what, if any, attempts are being made.

May I personally suggest that the Midland League might 
hold a greater attraction, for we know that League 
football is beyond our reach.

So please gentlemen, don’t drive all football lovers out of 
the town on every Saturday afternoon. 

The “Observer” understand that the question of better 
class football was the subject discussed at two recent 
special meetings of the Borough FC directors and that a 
statement may shortly be made.

Junior International Caps For Whitcroft And Spacey
It is understood that Tommy Whitcroft, of Nuneaton 
Borough, and Peter Spacey, of Bedworth Town, have 
been selected to play for the Birmingham County FA, 
which visits Ireland on Easter Monday.

They will play at inside-left and inside-right respectively. 
These games are in the nature of junior international and 
caps are awarded. Previous Nuneaton players to gain 
Junior International caps include Billy Pearce, George 
Brindley, Johnson and Horace Pearson.

Old Footballer: Mr D. Moorhouse

One of the best local footballers of his day was Mr David 
Moorhouse, of 116, Haunchwood Road, Stockingford, 
who although he is now 76, can still give a graphic 
description of some of the games he played in, and can 
actually remember whether he shot goals with the left or 
right foot!

David has a wealth of happy memories about his exploits 
with the old Stockingford Club 50 years and more 
ago. The team used to play on the “old slope” where 
Paddiford Place now is. Players used to be: Waring, Curl, 
M. Moore, Boswell, Butler, Haddon, Moorhouse, Allen, 
Norton, Tenter, Edwards and A. Moore.

The Stockingford Club later took over a ground where 
the “Cabbage” now stands. In one season they won 
the North Warwickshire League, the Foleshill Nursing 
Cup, the Atherstone Cup, and drew in the final of the 
Leamington Cup. David contends to this day that he 
won the Leamington Cup for his team, but the referee 
disallowed his goal. Anyway the two finalists tossed up 
and the ’Ford won.

Such was the fervour in those days that the team was 
met at Trent Valley Station by the Stockingford Band and 
played through the town...
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 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 29-03-1952 
Borough: Lewis; Cruickshank and Lovering; Smith, Dearson and Bond; 
Slack, Freimanis, Phillips, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Conditions were terrible, but it was the same for both 
teams and Borough should have given a better account of 
themselves. The team held the ball close on a snow-covered 
pitch and went on passing inside the penalty area as though 
they still had half the length of the field to traverse. It was 
because they adopted these tactics that Borough lost, 
coupled with the fact that two of Banbury’s goals went in off 
Borough defenders, and that another was presented to them 
by goalkeeper Lewis, deputising for Barber, who had the ’flu.

That briefly is the story of Borough’s latest defeat. Banbury 
were decidedly flattered by the margin of their success, 
though they deserved to win. Territorially, the visitors had 
every bit as much of the game as the Spencer and certainly 
had quite as many scoring chances.

Banbury took the lead after nine minutes. Dearson, attempting 
to pass back to his goalkeeper saw the ball stop just outside 
the area. With North in hot pursuit, Lewis rightly dashed out 
but was penalised for handling the ball outside the area. The 
Borough players formed a human wall, but North’s shot struck 
one of them and was deflected into the net. Banbury’s second 
goal was a gift. Though outside-left Brison was unmarked, he 
only half-hit the ball which, after bouncing two or three times, 
somehow managed to get past Lewis.

Three minutes later Borough reduced the lead. Dearson started 
the move with a pass to Smith. The latter pushed the ball 
up the wing to Freimanis, who cut inside and sent in a hard 
cross-shot. McCormack got his hands to the ball but the pace 
was too hot for him and it went into the net. Two minutes after 
half-time, after McCormack had saved brilliantly from Whitcroft 
at the expense of a corner, Freimanis equalised with a header 
from Perry’s well-placed flag-kick.

Less than a minute later came a penalty awarded for a foul 
by Dearson, from which North gave Banbury the lead. With 
60 minutes gone, a shot from Zambra struck Smith and went 
into the net, while in the last minute a defensive blunder let 
in Wilson for the home side’s fifth goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 05-04-1952 
Borough: Barber; Fielder and Lovering; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Horton, Freimanis, Phillips, Geddes and Perry.
Lockheed: Thacker; Sneddon and Tooze; Grimwood, A. Stubbs and 
Hawker; C. Stubbs, M. French, Atkins, Morrow and Day.

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

As at Banbury, while Borough were leading 2-0, they seldom 
looked in any danger. Then, after half-time, Lockheed got a 

goal. That was virtually the beginning of the end of Borough’s 
superiority; they struggled on painfully afterwards. Even 
though just before the end, A. Stubbs, the visiting centre half, 
got in the way of a certain scoring shot by Horton, generally 
speaking, Lockheed showed far more signs of earning a point, 
than did Borough of restoring their two goals advantage.

After a quiet first-half showing Hughie Morrow, taking advantage 
of haphazard wing half marking, began to make himself a 
nuisance. Time after time he bamboozled his way through and 
once brought the very best out of Barber with a hard drive.

Geddes, making his first-team debut, netted the opening goal 
in the very first minute of the match. Perry started the move 
with a pass to Phillips. The latter squared the ball to Geddes, 
who, taking advantage of Thacker’s hesitancy, shot through 
from close range. Perry got the second goal after 40 minutes. 
After having one of his well-placed corner kicks – this time on 
the right wing – only partially cleared, the winger collared the 
ball again and his hard return shot escaped Thacker’s grasp 
and went into the net.

Lockheed’s goal came when C. Stubbs’ centre dropped 
awkwardly near the face of the bar. It was merely pushed 
away and, seizing on the loose ball, Atkins screwed the 
ball into the net. It was a win for Borough, but a far from 
convincing performance.

Smith, as centre-half, was king-pin of the Borough defence. 
He was the master of nearly all he surveyed and even found 
time to lend a helping hand to Fielder, who did reasonably 
well on his first senior appearance. Horton damaged an ankle 
early on, but was unlucky to see a fine drive hit the post, with 
the goalkeeper beaten.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 12-04-1952 

Nuneaton welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

Although it was not until a quarter of an hour from the end 
that Borough got their goal, Tamworth were a very lucky side 
to share the points.

For long periods Tamworth, who got a snap goal after 15 
minutes through J. Hughes, who took his chance cleverly, 
were penned in and only a combination of woeful finishing 
and bad luck on Borough’s part saved them from defeat.

The Tamworth defence had a hectic time without Vin Wood, 
their centre-half, but defended with great heart, while their 
forwards, with far fewer opportunities than Borough, always 
looked dangerous.

Freimanis, who got Nuneaton’s goal with a flick of his head 
from Phillips’ corner kick, should have won the game for 
the home side in the dying minutes, but shot straight at 
Crowhurst. Hogben also missed a good chance for Tamworth.

Awde, playing at inside until the last ten minutes, was 
Borough’s most enterprising forward. He was not so effective 
when he took over the leadership of the attack from Freimanis.
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 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 14-04-1952 
Borough made the journey to The Lamb to play Tamworth in 
a Birmingham Combination game.
This was an astounding result. Twenty-four minutes after 
half-time the score was 1-1 and if any wide looked like 
winning it was Borough who, up to that period had played 
really good football.
Six minutes later, cashing in on a whole series of blunders 
by Borough defenders, Tamworth were leading 4-1. They got 
a fifth a little later – and then, to cap a remarkable game, 
Borough got two in two minutes to make the final score 5-3.
Four of Tamworth’s five goals were Easter gifts. When they got 
their first at 41 minutes to equalise a goal headed by Awde 
in the 20th minute, the young Arley back, Fielder, completely 
missed the ball to leave Hogben with a sitter. Let is be said 
right away that this was the only serious mistake Fielder made. 
On the whole he gave another most encouraging display.
Dearson lost the ball in trying to dribble his way out of the 
penalty area as a prelude to another goal, while Barber 
twice mishandled the slippery ball for a third and fourth 
presentation goal. The result can be seen as somewhat of 
a travesty as Borough tried to play football throughout, 
whereas Tamworth relied solely on hit and run tactics.
This certainly wasn’t Borough’s lucky day for after Awde had 
given them the lead, Freimanis saw a brilliant header from 
Perry’s centre crash against a post with Crowhurst hopelessly 
beaten. It was Perry who made the opening for Awde’s goal. 
His perfect centre was headed towards goal by Freimanis and 
rushing in the inside-right headed through.
Awde provided the pass which Dickenson turned into the 
net for the second goal and Phillips got the other after a fine 
solo run. Hogben (2), Dennis Hughes (2) and Wood got the 
Tamworth goals.

 Nuneaton Borough v King’s Lynn 15-04-1952 
Nuneaton welcomed King’s Lynn to Manor Park to contest the 
final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup.

Considering that they hit the woodwork of the Lynn goal on 
four or five occasions, Borough would probably consider 
themselves unfortunate to lose to King’s Lynn, but against 
this the visitors would probably complain that they were 
reduced to ten men for 50 minutes of the game, having lost 
their keeper, Hooper, with a dislocated finger after only 12 
minutes’ play. Hooper did not return until 17 minutes after 
half-time, and then to play in the forward line.

The visitors held their own until five minutes after half-time 
when Phillips put through from a Horton corner kick. For a 
period after that the visitors were penned in. Perry hit the bar 
following good work by Horton, who also hit the woodwork. 
And then, 15 minutes from the end came disaster for Borough.

During a raid on their goal Lovering handled in the penalty 
area and Whitelum made no mistake from the spot with a hard 

rising shot. In the next minute, Everitt shook off a challenge by 
Smith and gave the visitors the lead. Thus in the space of two 
minutes the whole course of the game had been altered.

Shortly afterwards Horton hit the angle of the Lynn goal. 
From a Perry centre, Horton again hit the woodwork, while 
Heagren saved brilliantly from Perry. And in the dying 
minutes from a perfect Horton corner kick, Awde contrived to 
head the ball over from almost directly underneath the bar.

Practically all the real excitement was packed into the second 
half. Apart from the two goals they got, the visitors did not 
impress in front of goal, although Barber made two brilliant 
saves from Dix and Everitt.

It was a pity Lovering should have conceded that penalty for 
otherwise he had a good match. It was unfortunate, too, that 
Smith should have erred when Everitt got the winning goal, 
for he had given the persistent Lynn leader few chances to 
show his pace and shooting abilities.

Perry and Horton (in the second half) were lively Borough 
raiders. Awde was not so good as in the two previous holiday 
games; Phillips worked hard in the middle; little was seen of 
Freimanis apart from that first half header which dropped on 
top of the crossbar.

Mr Dewis Writes Again
We have received another letter from Mr W. L. Dewis on 
the question of beeter class football for Nuneaton. He 
writes:

Sir, – I thank you for the prominence given to my earlier 
letter and would be grateful if you could give me a little 
space for this epistle.

The Borough have just been beaten by King’s Lynn in 
a splendid game, but the defeat is not what rankles in 
my mind, but rather the words of the ex-secretary of the 
Combination. He hopes, he announced, to award the 
Combination Shield to Nuneaton Borough FC in some 
future season.

This, coupled with a statement in a Birmingham 
newspaper that all present members of the Combination 
have agreed to continue next season would appear 
to indicate that no attempt is being made to obtain 
membership of a higher league in spite of recent 
statements in the programmes. Such an action surely 
calls for a statement form the club in fairness to the 
people who pay at the gate each week. 

I wonder how many other supporters share my wishes 
in desiring entry to a better league before next season. 
Perhaps they, too, will air their views, then perhaps our 
collective reasoning will cause the directors to take steps 
to meet our wishes and thereby justify the faith of the 
supporters to whom they owe so much.
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Supporters’ Club Dance
Over 400 people attended St George’s Hall, Nuneaton, on 
Tuesday, for a dance, organised by Nuneaton Borough 
Supporters’ Club.

During the evening, Mr Jack Howe, captain of King’s 
Lynn club, presented a cheque for £17, collected at the 
Nuneaton-King’s Lynn match in the afternoon, to Coun. 
A. E. Southorn.

Players and officials of both teams were present at the 
dance.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 19-04-1952 
Borough: Barber; Fielder and Lovering; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Horton, Phillips, Awde, Dearson and Perry.
Dudley: Harris; James and Hill; Morgan, Tillotson and Langford; Anslow, 
Banks, Hourihan, Evans and Sprigg.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for the final 
home Birmingham Combination fixture of the season.

Borough have churned out some poor stuff since Christmas, 
but this was the last straw – the straw that broke the camel’s 
back. Lucky it is that this was the club’s final home league 
game. If there had been any more, goodness only knows 
what the attendances would have been.

Long before the end spectators were streaming off the ground. 
And who could blame them? Everybody had had quite enough 
of it – and the few that remained were rooting for Dudley! To 
be beaten by a side reduced to ten men after only 25 minutes’ 
play – Dudley’s left-half Langford had to be carried off the field 
with a torn ligament – was a humiliating experience.

Dudley were penned in their own half for most of the game 
and in the second period scarcely made more than half-a-
dozen incursions into the Borough half. Yet in one of those 
isolated raids Charlie Evans walked his way through to roll 
the ball into the net to give his side victory.

Borough did enough attacking to have scored a dozen goals, 
while Dudley were a man short, but when they got to close 
range – well they were hopeless. When they did have a go 
their direction was completely lacking, and during the whole 
of the second half Harris, in the Dudley goal, didn’t have a 
single moment’s anxiety.

Perry gave Borough the lead after 12 minutes after he picked 
up a pass from Dearson, cut in from the wing, came inside 
and across right back James to hit the ball into the net with 
his right-foot. Perry is one of the few players to have stood 
out over the last few months.

Smith was caught on one leg by a through pass from Evans, 
which enabled centre-forward Hourihan to race through after  
15 minutes, to neutralise Perry’s goal from three minutes 
earlier. Barber had little or nothing to do all game, but he 
may have done something about Charlie Evans’ winning goal.

Better Class Football
Reader W. L. Dewis has again raised a question which many 
other people have been asking in recent seasons: What are 
the Nuneaton Borough FC directors doing about getting 
better-class football.

Now it is not for us to attempt to state what the Borough 
directors may or may not be doing in this connection. 
But there are things which can be discussed as having an 
important bearing on the subject.

First of all, reader Dewis should realise at once that better-
class football is something very easy to talk about, but 
extremely difficult to achieve.

Secondly, and of paramount importance, is the question: 
Will the Nuneaton public turn up to see better-class football 
irrespective of how the team is playing – whether it is winning 
or losing? Some enthusiasts will reply “Yes.” But will the 
majoirity?

Could the directors confidently rely, say, on an average “gate” 
of 8,000 if the team is doing poorly? That we strongly doubt. 
Past experience has proved it over and over again.

The last time Nuneaton took on better-class football – the 
Southern League venture – it was a complete fiasco and 
landed the club in Queer Street. Why? Not because the side 
played poor football. It didn’t; but it lost matches, a large 
proportion by the odd goal. And supporters just gave up 
supporting the team.

That was what happened last time Nuneaton ventured into 
better-class football. And it could happen again. Therein lies 
the danger.

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 26-04-1952 
Lockheed: Branston; Keeble & Tooze; D. French, Hawker and A. Stubbs; 
C. Bennett, Morrow, Grimwood, French and Day.
Borough: Barber; Bond and Lovering; Smith, Dearson and Whitcroft; 
Horton, Phillips, Freimanis, Dickenson and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Lockheed for the final game of 
the 1951-52 Birmingham Combination season.

It was a welcome change to see another side missing their 
chances and for Borough to be accepting them. Borough 
deserved their win, but things could have been different if 
Lockheed had cashed in on their first-half midfield superiority.

Borough took an early lead, after just two minutes, through 
Freimanis. Lovering drove a free-kick up the middle of the 
field and Dickenson so completely foxed the home defenders 
when, instead of playing the ball he let it go through and 
Freimanis was left with a clear run for goal. He carried straight 
on and beat Branston with a well-placed left-foot shot.

His other goal was brilliantly taken. He collected Phillips’ cross, 
raced on and as Branston came out of his goal, crashed the 
ball into the net. This was something like the Freimanis we 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

185 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

knew two seasons ago. Horton’s goal was the result of a clever 
piece of individualism – Dickenson started the move with an 
astute crossfield pass to the unmarked winger, who cut inside, 
cleverly dribbled round Tooze, pivoted round and, with his left 
foot, beat Branston with a shot just inside the near upright.

It looked as though the game would end at 3-0, but five 
minutes from the end a penalty kick was given against 
Dearson when he went up with a home player to head the 
ball, and Frank Grimwood scored against his old colleagues.

Though it tightened up afterwards, the Borough defence had 
a rough time in the first half and but for Dearson, who was 
one of the outstanding players on the field – well anything 
might have happened. Indeed would have happened but for 
the wretched finishing of the Lockheed forwards. 

For Lockheed Fred Keeble was a sounder full-back than 
Tooze; wing-halves D. French and Stubbs did well in the first-
half, but later faded somewhat. In midfield Morrow was the 
brains behind the attack but, like the other home forwards, 
lacked finish.

Spacey Got The Goal
The Birmingham County FA team, which included Spacey 
and Kirkaldie, of Bedworth Town, and Whitcroft, of 
Nuneaton Borough, drew 1-1 with the FA of Ireland at 
Dublin on Easter Monday.

Spacey gave Birmingham the lead after 22 minutes and 
Connolly equalised 17 minutes later.

Season Review 1951-52
Promised So Much, Accomplished So Little
This is the same old story, but with an even sadder 
ending – the story of a team which promised so much yet 
accomplished so little. A team which headed the league table 
with points to spare midway through the season, but flopped 
so badly later on that by the end of the campaign it had been 
left high and dry by the ultimate champions, Stourbridge, 
who were worthy winners.

There is no doubt all all that at the time they held a 
commanding lead at the head of the table, Borough were in 
a false position – because they had by then played far more 
home than away games.

When the real test came with those five consecutive away 
matches beginning with the game at Stourbridge on January 19, 
the faults and failings of the side were made abundantly clear.

All along, the defence had been suspect; now its weakness 
was proved beyond a shadow of doubt. For although the 
forwards scored eleven goals in those five games, the defence 
conceded seventeen, and only two of the ten points were 
collected. These were obtained as a result of the 2-2 draw at 
Hednesford, and the 4-4 draw at Walsall.

Even so the team still had a chance, though a much 
more remote one. And everybody knows what happened 
subsequently. The rot well and truly set in. Points were 
dropped right and left, including the loss of six at home as a 
result of the two league defeats to West Bromwich Albion 
(1-3) and to Dudley (1-2), and the draws with Bromsgrove 
(0-0) and Tamworth (1-1).

Prior to that the side had conceded but two points at Manor 
Park – to Hednesford (1-1) and Stourbridge (2-2).

The Real Trouble
Although the forwards went to pieces in the later stages of 
the season, there can be no argument at all that the defence 
had been the real trouble all the way through. Goals were 
conceded all too readily. Indeed, in the forty-seven games 
played goals were conceded in all but five – against Stafford, 
Hinckley and Bromsgrove at home, and against Bedworth 
and Moor Green away.

In the forty-seven matches played during the season, 130 
goals were scored, against 90 by opponents. Those figures 
speak for themselves.

What has been lacking most is a first-class centre-half. Stan 
Smith and Dearson have shared the position and though the 
latter gave some useful, occasionally brilliant displays, he 
seemed prone to take risks. Smith was by far the more reliable 
and always made opponents work hard for their goals.

To cover up other defects, Smith was often pushed into the 
centre-half position, and his constructive work at right-half 
was sadly missed. In that position he had no superior in the 
league. That is his best position – and that is where he should 
be kept next season.

Carrying The Side
In the latter part of the season, Smith, Barber and Perry were 
literally carrying the side. Barber made his mistakes but, by 
and large, kept goal well. Perry started the season promisingly, 
lost his form and his place to Hallard, but then came back to 
play as he had never done before, and for match after match 
was the best – and most dangerous – forward.

Several players fell away badly during the second half of the 
campaign, notably Freimanis, who by the turn of the year 
had scored 31 goals. In the last 15 games he got but six. Other 
players whose form lagged were Slack, Hudson and Hallard, all 
of whom disappeared from the team in the last month or so.

Phillips, Whitcroft, Bond and Lovering all played usefully but 
patchily; sometimes they did well, sometimes no nearly so.

To sum up. Judging by the general form of the team in the 
last half of the season, a number of new players will be 
needed for next campaign if the club is to retain its reputation 
as one of the most consistent in the league.

And talking of consistency, how many teams in recent 
years have so consistently flopped after a tearaway start 
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as Borough? This second-half-of-the-season falling away is 
becoming so much of a hardy annual that supporters are 
wondering if it is every going to stop!

Borough’s final league record was:

P38, W22, D7, L9, F109, A75, Pts51

Despite his failures in the last half of the season Freimanis 
was again easily the top goalscorer, with 38 goals, bringing 
his total for the two seasons he has been with the club to 78, 
an average of 39 each season. This is a fine record. Phillips 
was second to Freimanis with 26 goals and Whitcroft third 
with 14 goals.

The full list of goalscorers is: Freimanis 38; Phillips 26; 
Whitcroft 14; Perry 9; Dearson 8; Betts, Slack, Hallard and 
Horton 5 each; N. Smith and Stan Smith 3 each; Harris, Bond, 
Dickenson, Awde and opponents 2 each; Geddes 1. Total 130.

Borough FC Leaving Birmingham 
Combination
Nuneaton Borough FC is resigning from the Birmingham 
Combination and applying for membership of the 
Birmingham and District League.

No official announcement to this effect has been made, 
but we learn that the resignation from the one league and 
the application for membership of the other were dispatched 
this week.

We were informed yesterday by the Birmingham League 
secretary that Borough’s application and that of other clubs 
was due to be considered last night.

This news will cause a big flutter in Birmingham Combination 
circles, for it was only recently that the club intimated its 
intention of continuing its membership of the Combination.

The Reason?
The reason for this surprise move may not be hard to find, 
for supporters have openly expressed dissatisfaction with 
the quality of the football in recent seasons, and have been 
urging the club to make a move.

It is worth while to state that there is no wage stipulation in 
the Birmingham and District League, and that clubs may pay 
what they please to players.

Membership
Last season there were eighteen clubs in membership of 
the Birmingham and District League: Brierley Hill Alliance 
(champions), Hereford United Reserves, Oswestry Town, 
Lye Town, Burton Albion, Halesowen Town, Wolves A, 
Kidderminster Harriers Reserves, Boldmere St Michael’s, 
Aston Villa A, Loughborough Brush Sports, Worcester City 
Reserves, Shrewsbury Town Reserves, Whitwick Colliery, 
Wellington Town Reserves, Cradley Heath, Stoke City A and 
Walsall A.

Birmingham Combination Final Table 1951-1952 
 P W D L F A Pts
Stourbridge 38 28 6  4  99  49 62
Redditch 38 24 8  6 112  58 56
Hednesford Town 38 23 5 10  92  48 51
Nuneaton Borough 38 22 7  9 109  75 51
Bromsgrove Rovers 38 19 4 15  73  62 42
Tamworth 38 18 6 14  92  91 42
Stafford Rangers 38 16 9 13  83  72 41
Walsall Reserves 38 18 4 16 100  89 40
Lockheed Leamington 38 16 7 15  80  71 39
Dudley Town 38 15 7 16  67  74 37
Hinckley Athletic 38 14 7 17  71  80 35
Moor Green 38 16 3 19  60  84 35
Darlaston 38 15 4 19  77  84 34
Rugby Town 38 13 7 18  69  73 33
Banbury Spencer 38 13 7 18  76  87 33
West Brom “A” 38 12 7 19  64  74 31
Bilston 38 11 9 18  74 111 31
Bedworth United 38 12 6 20  89  88 30
Atherstone Town 38 11 3 24  64 103 25
Sutton Coldfield Town 38  4 4 30  40 118 12

Borough Supporters’ Club Gift To 
Parent Club
Nuneaton Borough Football Supporters’ Club, at its annual 
general meeting on Friday night, decided to make a donation 
of £200 to the parent club to assist, among other things, in 
ground improvements at Manor Park estimated at £150.

So successful has the Supporters’ Club been in its first year 
of existence – that it exceeded the wildest dreams of its 
chairman, Mr W. Sutton.

He admitted this when he presided at the meeting. “We never 
expected to find ourselves in such a nice position at the end 
of our first season,” he said.

The position he referred to was a balance in hand of £406 
15s. 6d. after donations of £20 and £17 had been given to 
Nuneaton Borough FC and Nuneaton Hospital Charity Cup 
respectively.

Touching upon the relationship between the Supporters’ 
Club and the Football Club, Mr Sutton said it was as good as 
when they started. If there was any difference it was a shade 
better, if that was possible.

Raised £900
Mr Alf Barnett (secretary) reported they raised over £900 
through their efforts over the season, including over £60 for 
Nick Carter’s and Bill Scattergood’s benefit matches. They 
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took on the sprucing of Manor Park – the re-turfing of the 
ground, the painting of the surroundings, and for the first 
time in the history of the club provided a name board to show 
who was actually playing there.

Mr Sutton mentioned that a recommendation of their 
committee was to give a donation of £200 to the Football 
Club. They knew they were meeting heavy expenditure in 
ground improvements, which would cost at least £150. Then 
there was the fine to be paid for leaving the Birmingham 
Combination.

Mr C. P. Osborne (secretary of the Borough FC) pointed out 
that if £150 was allowed for ground improvements they 
would not be far out. The cost of leaving the Birmingham 
Combination for the Birmingham League would be over £40, 
including a £25 fine.

Fell Through
Mr R. Sheen (vice-chairman) said when they met the directors 
the deputation stated the Supporters’ Club’s object was to 
cover the ground from the stand to the Cock and Bear end 
and also terrace it. “Unfortunately,” he said, “that had to fall 
through thanks to the very helpful Council we have got.”

Then they found the club was negotiating to improve the 
playing area at Manor Park. The Supporters’ Club then said 
that if their first object fell through they were prepared to 
help in the finance of the improvements. He proposed they 
handed the directors £200 to help them with the playing pitch 
on condition they didn’t get any further sum of money until 
they obtained a far better class of football at Manor Park.

After Mr Barnett had said he did not think any condition 
could be made, Mr Sheen withdrew his condition and it was 
decided to make the donation of £200.

Ultimate Aim
Mr Osborne said the ultimate aim of the directors was English 
League football. By stopping in the Birmingham Combination 
they would not get it because they had been dictated to 
what they could pay their players. The ground had been 
inspected by a turf research expert, who had made certain 
recommendations, which the directors had agreed to adopt. 
When the recommendations were carried out, the playing 
area should be in tip top condition by the time next season 
started.

Officers re-elected were: Mr W. Sutton (chairman) and Mr A. 
Barnett (secretary).

When Mr Barnett refused to accept an honorarium in 
recognition of his services to the Supporters’ Club, it was 
decided to make him a presentation.

It was also decided to buy a flag for the Football Club, but 
later it was announced that Mr J. Lloyd, who was made a joint 
president with Coun. M. Moreton, would be paying the cost of 
the flag.

Supporters’ Club Present Cheque For £200
The £200 which Nuneaton Borough Supporters’ Club decided  
at their annual meeting to give the parent club was handed 
over to Mr H. Watkins, chairman of Nuneaton Borough 
directors, at a special meeting at the Peacock Inn, Nuneaton.

Making the presentation, Mr W. Sutton, chairman of the 
Supporters’ Club, said that the supporters banded together a 
little more than 12 months ago, and the cheque on the table 
showed that they had got along all right.

Saying that the supporters had accomplished other things 
besides raising money, Mr Sutton stressed the good feeling 
which existed between the parent club and themselves and 
also the friendships they had made with the players. He 
wished the directors of the parent club every success in their 
efforts to bring better football to Nuneaton.

Receiving the cheque, Mr Watkins thanked the supporters for 
their work on behalf of the Borough. “It is really good of you 
to get together for the benefit of the club, and while you work 
for the club, the club will work for you,” he said.

Mr A. Barnett, the Supporters’ Club secretary, was presented 
with a picnic case and a portable wireless by Mrs E. Walton 
and Mr J. Roberts on behalf of the club, in appreciation of his 
hard work. Other presentations were made by the supporters 
to the Nuneaton team who played in the Hospital Charity Cup 
match against King’s Lynn. They were handed over by Mr E. 
Leedham, a member of the Charity Cup committee.

Borough FC AGM
The annual general meeting of Nuneaton Borough FC 
was held at the Peacock Inn on Monday night, Mr Harry 
Watkins (chairman of the directors) presiding.

The two retiring directors, Messrs. R. Carris and W. Barrs, 
were re-elected.

Mr H. Watkins was re-elected chairman, Mr F. J. Perry 
vice-chairman, and Mr P. Osborne hon. secretary. The 
Finance Committee was also re-elected.

It was decided to write to the Supporters’ Club 
expressing thanks for their donation of £200.

Jim Kelly Resigns As Bedworth Manager
For business reasons, Jim Kelly this week handed in his 
resignation as player-manager of Bedworth Town FC.

Jim, who is licensee of the Bull’s Head Inn, Bedworth, 
told the “Observer”: “I am finding it increasingly difficult 
to combine the job of running my business and carrying 
out the duties of player-manager. I cannot devote the 
proper time to the club, and have resigned so that 
the club shall not suffer.” Jim added that he would be 
available to play for Bedworth when called upon.
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Borough Elected To Birmingham League

At an emergency meeting of the Birmingham and District 
League held in Birmingham last Thursday night, Nuneaton 
Borough’s application for membership was accepted. Bloxwich 
Strollers were also accepted, while Stoke City A resigned.

Shrewsbury Town, who made a re-application to join were 
also elected, as also were Wellington Town and Walsall, who 
had to seek re-election.

The teams now in membership of the Birmingham League are 
as follows::

Brierley Hill Alliance, Hereford United Reserves, Oswestry 
Town, Lye Town, Burton Albion, Halesowen Town, Wolves A, 
Kidderminster Reserves, Boldmere St Michael’s, Aston Villa 
A, Loughborough Brush Sports, Worcester City Reserves, 
Shrewsbury Town Reserves,  Whitwick Colliery, Wellington 
Town Reserves, Cradley Heath, Walsall A, Nuneaton Borough 
and Bloxwich Strollers.
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Burton Albion — 1st Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Burton Albion to 
Manor Park for an 1st Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; 
Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, 
Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

Burton: Poole; Edwards and Hingley; 
Franklin, Homer and Hadfield; Green, Smith, 
Foxon, Jowett and Foster.

Borough reserved their worst 
performance of the season for the 
highest gate thus far, 8,700.

Although it was not until the last two 
minutes that Burton saved the game, 
it can be said that Borough played so 
badly that they did not deserve to win 
this FA Cup match.

Against a side they had previously well 
and truly beaten on their own ground, 
Borough shaped so poorly that they 
scarcely made a move worthy of the 
name.

Opposed this time to a team which 
tackled grimly and hit the ball 
about freely, the home side seemed 
completely at sea and was obviously 
rattled.

The defence, with odd exceptions, was 
ill at ease throughout and ended in a 
thoroughly inept display by presenting 
Burton with the goal that gave them 
the right to a replay. After Poxon had 
made all the running, three men 
stood off and allowed Smith to get 
possession and save the game.

The forwards were little better. There 
was little or no understanding between 
them and their attempts at scoring 
were completely futile for the most 
part. Once again the opposing wing 
halves were allowed to dominate the 
middle of the field. Hence Borough’s 
inability to get going.

Perry opened Borough’s account 
after 14 minutes with an unstoppable 
shot. At 39 minutes Smith put the ball 
through for Burton when the opposing 
defence was all tangled up. Ten 
minutes after half-time Harris restored 

Borough’s lead with a header from 
Slack’s corner kick, and two minutes 
from the end came Smith’s equaliser.

Burton Albion — 1st Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton made the journey to Burton 
Albion for a 1st Qualifying Round FA 
Cup replay.
Burton: Poole; Edwards and Hingley; 
Franklin, Homer and Hadfield; Green, Smith, 
Foxon, Jowett and Foster.

Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; 
Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, 
Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

All the real excitement in this thrill-
packed Cup replay was crowded into 
a hectic three minutes beginning 15 
minutes after half-time.

It was a very different Borough from 
Saturday. It was the Borough that had 
previously won 5-3 on the same ground 
in the Senior Cup, a Borough a little too 
clever for the Albion.

Only once in the game did Burton get 
on top and really look like winning, 
and had not Smith and Foxon missed 
glorious chances, they would have 
won. That period was the first ten 
minutes of the second half, when 
Albion hammered unmercifully at the 
Borough defence, when the score was 
1-1 and it was anybody’s game.

Five minutes later, Burton were right 
off the Wembley trail. Dearson missed 
a penalty, shooting straight at Poole, 
before two quick goals all but settled 
the match.

After this, Borough did almost as 
they pleased and the wonder is that 
they did not get more goals than they 
eventually scored.

Two of Borough’s goals were picture 
book efforts. They were the first, scored 
by Dearson in the second minute, and 
the last, netted by Perry. The first was a 
grand volley by the inside-left following 
neat passing by Slack and Freimanis. 
Perry’s goal was a spectacular effort. 
Receiving the ball just inside the Burton 
half, he careered past Edwards, raced 

on and let loose a shot which made the 
net really bulge. The other two goals, 
scored by Perry and Phillips, were close 
range efforts when clever forward play 
had torn wide open the Albion defence.

Albion’s goals came in the 13th and 
89th minutes, with Jowett getting the 
first after being put through by Franklin, 
and Smith the other, after cutting in 
unopposed from the right wing.

There were no weak links in the Borough 
side this time. Each and every man 
pulled his weight and gave of his best. 
Burton played hard, but enthusiasm 
alone is not enough to win matches.

Sutton Coldfield Town — 2nd 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton welcomed Sutton Town to 
Manor Park  for a 2nd Qualifying Round 
FA Cup replay.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Lovering; 
Bond, S. Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, 
Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

Sutton Town: Chambers; Riley and Hobbins; 
Evans, Rigby and Tolley; L. Mills, C. Mills, 
George, Pulfrey and Roberts.

Sutton were hopelessly outclassed in 
the first 45 minutes by a side which 
played brilliantly and claimed four 
grand goals without conceding any.

Afterwards, well, Borough appeared to 
have left all their ideas and shooting 
boots in the dressing room. Borough 
deteriorated from brilliant to slovenly 
and aimless.

Borough played some fascinating 
football in the first half, which kept the 
4,452 crowd yelling with excitement. 
Goals were bound to come. And come 
they did.

In the 15th minute, Freimanis slipped 
the ball through to Phillips, who raced 
ahead to beat the advancing Chambers 
with a beautifully-placed shot. Ten 
minutes later, clever work by Slack and 
Perry gave Phillips another chance and 
he netted with a clever back-heel.

At 42 minutes, Freimanis received from 
Phillips to get the third with a well-
placed shot, and the centre-forward 
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made it 4-0 with a perfect header from 
Slack’s corner kick.

It was a different story in the second 
half. The defence started giving ground 
in the face of persistent, if not skilful 
Sutton raids; the attack did as much 
raiding as before only to finish poorly 
and allow several chances to slip by.

Twenty minutes after half-time, George 
headed a neat goal from a right wing 
cross to make the score 4-1, but five 
minutes from the end, Freimanis 
restored Borough’s four goal advantage 
when he converted a pass by Dearson.

Barber had an easy afternoon in the 
Borough goal, while Lovering was again 
the better full-back. The halves had a 
much better game than recently, with 
Stan Smith keeping a close watch on 
George. Deputising for Arthur Harris at 
right-half, Billy Bond had a sound game.

Bedworth Town — 3rd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton made the short journey to 
The Oval to take on Bedworth Town in  
a 3rd Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Bedworth: Richards; Woolley and Kelley; 
Marshall, Attwood and J. Kelly; Kirkaldie, 
Spacey, Jayes, McKeown and Mullins.

Borough: Barber; Hudson and Lovering; 
Harris, S. Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, Phillips, 
Freimanis, Dearson and Perry.

Had Bedworth been strong enough 
to press home the big advantage of 
playing against a side virtually reduced 
to ten men after only a quarter-of-an-
hour’s play, there would have been no 
need for a replay.

Harris, returning after injury, only lasted 
15 minutes – and afterwards was a 
passenger. From that point Borough, 
who hereabouts had established a 
goal lead, were always in trouble and 
only had to thank atrocious Bedworth 
finishing for ending the game all square.

Bedworth’s forwards had little or no 
idea in the goalscoring stakes and it 
was left to Jim Kelly, who eventually 
headed the equaliser 20 minutes from 
the end, from a free-kick well placed 

by Kirkaldie, who was about the only 
forward to impress.

After the equalising goal, Borough had 
a massive escape when Jack Kirkaldie 
drove the ball hard into a struggling 
mass of humanity not a yard from the 
Borough goal – and how the ball just 
didn’t cross the line into the net, well, 
nobody can tell.

Borough’s goal came from about the 
only real scoring chance they had. 
While Bedworth defenders were 
chasing Freimanis, the centre-forward 
shrewdly allowed the ball to run out to 
Slack and the latter’s first-time cross 
found the unmarked Phillips, and the 
inside-left made no mistake.

Bedworth Town — 3rd Qualifying 
Round Replay
Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to 
Manor Park for a 3rd Qualifying Round 
FA Cup replay.
Borough: Barber; Scattergood and Lovering; 
Bond, S. Smith and Whitcroft; Slack, 
Freimanis, N. Smith, Dearson and Perry.

Bedworth: Richards; Woolley and Kelley; 
Marshall, Attwood and Kelly; Kirkaldie, 
Spacey, Jayes, McKeown and Mullins.

The game was more exciting than 
spectacular, Bedworth packed their 
punch into the right wing, where 
Marshall, Spacey and Kiraldie were a 
deadly trio. Borough could not move 
smoothly, but they carved out many 
chances and then threw them away.

Borough kicked off and made tracks 
for goal after a spell of midfield play. 
Kelley was just in time to rob Slack 
as the winger burst through. Play 
immediately switched to the other end 
where Spacey wasted a good chance.

Bedworth were troubled by two long 
dropping centres into the goalmouth, 
but Richards was on hand each time.

Borough had impressed so far and 
appeared set for a goal until Marshall 
dispossessed Freimanis in the nick 
of time. Still Borough came on, and 
Whitcroft got in a brilliant low drive 
which Richards put round the post.

Barber cut a lonely figure at the Cock 
and Bear end, but he was suddenly 
brought into the game when Kirkaldie 
got in a surprise shot.

Freimanis missed a chance when clear 
through and Norman Smith caught the 
bug, when with only Richards to beat 
he blazed over the bar from three yards.

Bedworth began to settle down and 
with Norman Smith limping, Borough’s 
attack began to die out. Bedworth went 
close from McKeown’s header before 
Norman Smith was forced to leave the 
field. Seconds before half-time Spacey 
scored a lovely goal when he swept a 
pass from Marshall past Barber.

Bedworth piled on the pressure after 
the break as Borough resumed with 
ten men. Marshall, who was in brilliant 
form set up a dangerous attack on 
the visitors’ right flank, but Kirkaldie’s 
centre went begging.

Smith resumed for Borough and the 
home side mounted a dangerous 
attack, but Marshall was there again to 
put a stop to the attack.

Richards beat Freimanis to the ball as 
the centre-forward tried to force his 
way through and Jim Kelly put in a 
thrilling dash for the “Greenbacks” but 
Jayes was well wide.

Borough had a penalty appeal turned 
down, when Whitcroft was brought to 
a halt by Woolley as he was hurtling 
through. Bedworth increased their 
lead 28 minutes after half-time when 
Kirkaldie and Spacey combined and 
after a neat piece of passing, the 
outside-right took a tremendous swipe 
at the ball, which rocketed into the net, 
well out of Barber’s reach.

Two minutes later Borough reduced 
Bedworth’s lead when Norman Smith 
hooked the ball past Richards from 
close in following a pass from Perry.

With ten minutes to go Borough 
pressed and Bedworth’s attacks 
became sporadic, but they held out to 
win the right to face Kettering in the 
next round.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

191 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Birmingham Combination: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1951-52   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.18 Bedworth Town  H L 5-2 Betts, Phillips, Freimanis (2), Harris
08.23 Atherstone Town A L 8-2 Freimanis (3), Phillips (2), Betts, N. Smith, Roberts (o.g.)
08.25 Moor Green H L 5-2 Phillips (2), Freimanis, N. Smith, Burton (o.g.)
08.29 Rugby Town A L 4-3 Dearson, Slack (2), Betts
09.01 Sutton Coldfield Town H L 3-1 Phillips, Dearson, Betts
09.05 Burton Albion A BSC 1 5-3 Phillips (3), Freimanis (2)
09.08 Redditch H L 3-1 Freimanis, Phillips, Dearson
09.15 Walsall Reserves H L 5-2 Dearson (2), Freimanis (2), Betts
09.17 Rugby Town H ROC F 3-1 Freimanis (2), Dearson
09.22 Hednesford Town H L 1-1 Phillips
09.29 Burton Albion H FAC 1Q 2-2 Perry, Harris 8,700
10.03 Burton Albion A FAC 1Qr 4-2 Perry (2), Dearson, Phillips
10.06 Halesowen Town A BSC 2 1-2 Freimanis
10.13 Sutton Coldfield Town H FAC 2Q 5-1 Freimanis (3), Phillips (2)
10.20 W.B.A. “A” A L 2-1 Perry, Freimanis
10.27 Bedworth Town  A FAC 3Q 1-1 Phillips
11.01 Bedworth Town  H FAC 3Qr 1-2 N. Smith
11.03 Darlaston A L 1-3 Whitcroft
11.10 Banbury Spencer H L 7-2 Whitcroft (3), Freimanis (2), Hallard (2)
11.17 Bilston A L 5-3 Freimanis (2), S. Smith (2), Whitcroft
11.24 Rugby Town H L 2-1 Phillips (2)
12.01 Stafford Rangers A L 3-3 Freimanis (2), Bond
12.08 Stafford Rangers H L 3-0 S. Smith, Whitcroft (2)
12.15 Bedworth Town  A L 2-0 Whitcroft, Horton
12.22 Stourbridge H L 2-2 Whitcroft, Horton
12.25 Hinckley Athletic H L 3-0 Freimanis (2), Hallard
12.26 Hinckley Athletic A L 1-4 Horton
12.29 Moor Green A L 1-0 Dickenson
01.05 Atherstone Town H L 3-1 Freimanis (2), Phillips
01.12 Bilston H L 8-1 Freimanis (4), Hallard (2), Whitcroft, Phillips
01.19 Stourbridge A L 0-3 
01.26 Redditch A L 3-4 Slack (3)
02.02 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 2-4 Phillips (2)
02.09 Hednesford Town A L 2-2 Horton, Freimanis
02.16 Walsall Reserves A L 4-4 Phillips (3), Dearson
02.23 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 0-0 
03.01 Sutton Coldfield Town A L 4-3 Perry (2), Awde, Bond
03.08 W.B.A. “A” H L 1-3 Whitcroft
03.15 Dudley Town A L 2-1 Perry, Whitcroft
03.22 Darlaston H L 2-1 Whitcroft (2)
03.29 Banbury Spencer A L 2-5 Freimanis (2)
04.05 Lockheed H L 2-1 Geddes, Perry
04.12 Tamworth H L 1-1 Freimanis
04.14 Tamworth A L 3-5 Awde, Dickenson, Phillips
04.15 Kings Lynn H NHC F 1-2 Phillips
04.19 Dudley Town H L 1-2 Perry
04.26 Lockheed A L 3-1 Freimanis (2), Horton

KEY:   L = Birmingham Combination,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup,  ROC  = Railway Orphan’s Cup,  
NHC  = Nuneaton Hospital Cup
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Borough Signings
Nuneaton Borough have announced the signing of two 
players from English League clubs – Jack Evans and Gerald 
Belcher.

Evans, a centre or inside forward, has been with Coventry 
City the past four season. He has been a regular member 
of the London Combination side and has made occasional 
appearances in the League side.

Belcher, a wing-half or inside forward, has been on the staff of 
Birmingham City FC and recently toured Switzerland with the 
Birmingham FA side. He is a product of local schools’ football.

Two young players to be signed are George Letts, a centre 
half from the Coventry district, and Grenville Evans, a left-half 
from Bermuda FC. Last season Evans had trials with Aston 
Villa in the Midland Mid-week League.

Television “Soul Destroying”
Opening the Summer art exhibitions at Riversley Park 
Gallery, Nuneaton, on Saturday, Ald. Mrs A. M. Hosking, 
vice-chairman of the County Council Further Education 
Committee, praised artists for spending their time on 
such a pursuit.

“It is a good thing not to be tied to the wireless or 
television,’ she said. “I hope the inventor of television will 
realise what he has done. It is the most soul destroying 
form of entertainment yet invented.”

Borough FC Trial Games
Nuneaton Borough FC will hold two public trial games prior 
to the opening fixture of the season. The first will be held 
on Thursday, August 14, kick-off 6.30pm, and the final one 
on Saturday, August 16, kick-off 3pm. Admission to the two 
matches will be: ground 6d., stand 6d. extra.

The directors announce that the prices of admission will be 
as follows: Birmingham and District League, admission to 
ground 1s., stand (including tax) 1s. 6d. extra; Staffordshire 
County League, admission to ground 9d., stand (including 
tax) 6d. extra.

The increase in the price to the stand is due entirely to the 
increase in the amount of tax which has been imposed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. It may be pointed out that the 
amount which the club receives will be slightly less than last 
season. Season tickets will be available in the course of a few 
days, price £2 10s. inclusive, with reserved seat in stand for 
both teams home fixtures.

Mason To Sign
It is understood that George Mason, the Coventry City centre-
half, is expected to sign for Nuneaton Borough today. Mason’s 
agreement with Coventry City terminated yesterday.

During his long service with the City club, Mason was 
regarded as one of the best pivots in the country. Should 
Mason sign for the Borough, his great experience should bring 
stability and steadiness to the defence.

Stan Marshall Bedworth’s New Player-Manager
Stan Marshall, Bedworth Town’s half-back, was this week 
appointed player-manager of the club in succession to 
Jim Kelly.

Marshall first joined the club in 1948, and was transferred 
to Atherstone mid-way through that season. He rejoined 
Bedworth last season and played regularly. Previously 
he had been on the books of Nuneaton Borough and 
Wellington Town.

Arthur Harris welcomes George Mason, the former Coventry skipper, to 
Manor Park at Nuneaton Borough FC’s trial match on Saturday. Watching 
are other newcomers to the club. Reading left to right are Taylor, 
Cashmore, Belcher, Randle, Morrow, Chapman, Arthur Harris, George 
Mason, Evans and Tinkler.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Final Trial Match
With at least four of last season’s “old brigade” forming the 
nucleus of the side, and with George Mason, the former 
Coventry City skipper and other promising players to fill the 
remaining positions, the Borough should have little difficulty 
in fielding a useful team in the Birmingham and District 
League this season.

Saturday’s trial match at Manor Park revealed just that and 
no more. It did nothing to send supporters away with the 
impression that it would be an all-conquering side.

There shouldn’t be many headaches as far as the defence 
is concerned. That of Barber; Alan Randle, formerly of 
Bedworth; Cashmore, ex-Moira player, Stan Smith, George 
Mason and Tommy Whitcroft, behaved so competently that it 
almost selects itself.

The two young full-backs, Randle and Cashmore, were 
impressive with their strong tackling, powerful kicking, and 
speed of recovery.
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George Mason, who seemed content to take things easy but 
nevertheless gave nothing away can do much to mould these 
two into a really useful pair of backs.

The abilities of Stan Smith and Tommy Whitcroft are 
unquestioned after last season’s fine showings, and in this 
game they were never unduly troubled.

But what of the attack? Where oh where are the sharp 
shooters? Here is a department which needs thinking about. 
Apart from one piledriver from Phillips which crashed into the 
net just underneath the bar, there was scarcely a shot worthy 
of the name.

1952-53

 Nuneaton Borough v Oswestry Town 23-08-1952 
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Phillips, Evans, Freimanis, Chapman and Perry.
Oswestry: Wilkinson; Hobson and Cornes; Antonio, Spark and Wright; 
Phillips, Russell, Barnes, Kovandzick and Forsyth.

Borough welcomed Oswestry Town to Manor Park for the first 
Birmingham League match of the 1952-53 season.

Borough’s victory on Saturday was obtained by a 
workmanlike rather than brilliant display. They well deserved 
to win because they were the more thrustful and go-ahead 
side. Oswestry had a good share of the play, but had few 
scoring ideas.

Barber had an easy afternoon and was only in real trouble 
once – late in the game when he saved brilliantly at the 
expense of a corner from Barnes. Wilkinson had a much 
busier time at the other end and did not always inspire with 
his handling.

Borough opened the scoring on 36 minutes when Perry, easily 
their most dangerous raider, started the move with a hard, 
low cross. Evans failed to kill the ball. It ran loose temporarily, 
but was then forced over the line by Evans with Perry at hand 
to apply the finishing touch if needs be.

Perry’s goal two minutes after half-time was a brilliant piece of 
opportunism. Oswestry’s right-back Hobson, failed to clear and 
was challenged by Perry. The winger collected the ball, dashed 
away, and as Wilkinson came out to meet him, fired in a terrific 
left-foot drive, which crashed off the inside of one post on to 
the inside of the other and then bounced into the net.

Perry apart, the Borough forwards did not impress as 
marksmen. They worked hard and always kept going but 
seldom essayed a really telling shot. Phillips was not at home 
at outside-right and often failed to round Cornes through lack 
of ball control.

George Mason found little difficulty in keeping Barnes under 
control, and was dominant in the air. Young full backs Randle 
and Cashmore, confirmed the good impressions formed of 
them in the final trial game, while Stan Smith and Whitcroft 
completed a sound defence.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 25-08-1952 
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Phillips, Evans, Chapman and Perry.
Bedworth: Lambton; Palmer and Huffer; J. Spacey, Thompson and 
Twigger; Mullins, P. Spacey, Morrow, Marshall and King.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Railway Orphans’ Cup.

Borough should never have lost this game. But they did – 
because their inside men failed lamentably as marksmen. 
Goals looked about the last thing the home side were likely to 
get. Bedworth’s defence had a gruelling time, but came out of 
their ordeal with great credit and they were worthy winners.

In attack the “Greenbacks” looked, indeed were, far more 
workmanlike. They cut out the frills and went straight ahead. 
The Borough inside men just fiddled – and played a pretty 
awful tune. It was only on the wings that they carried any 
threat at all – and before the end even Perry and Morrow 
faded out simply and solely because of lack of adequate 
support.

Borough certainly had no inside man to compare with 
Peter Spacey as a tactician. He was in a class by himself 
in this respect. Against a less capable defence he would 
have created havoc. Yes, Borough’s weakness in attack 
has manifest itself early. Which is probably fortunate – for 
something can be done about it. Or should be.

Evans, who led the attack, was well held by Thompson. This 
was hardly surprising because his inside partners seemed 
quite unable to deliver a defence-splitting pass. Borough 
did about 65 per cent of the attacking but so poor was their 
finishing that the burly and capable Lambton only had one 
anxious phase. That was in the opening minute of the second 
half, after Hughie Morrow had planted the ball in front of the 
net, several shots were slammed in. Some Lambton stopped, 
some were blocked by defenders, but none got through.

Bedworth scored the only goal of the game after 43 minutes. 
Randle and Barber got in each other’s way when either could 
have cleared and King, who was on the spot, forced the ball 
into the net. They might have had a second a minute later, 
when Mullins shot into the net from Herbert Morrow’s pass, 
only to see the goal disallowed for offside.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 30-08-1952 
Brierley Hill: Billingsley; Pestridge and Flavell; Holmes, Lewis and 
Kernick; Clements, Pollard, Maiden, Corbett and Smith.
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Belcher, Evans, Tinkler and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

If Borough had any slight hope of stopping the champions 
at Brierley Hill, it vanished in the 10th minute when Perry 
sustained an injury which put his left foot out of action.
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But probably the real turning point came after half-an-hour’s 
play when Brierley Hill were leading 1-0. Belcher was bundled 
over in the penalty area by right full-back Pestridge. Whitcroft 
took the penalty kick, but sent a hard rising shot, which went 
straight at Billingsley, who merely had to push the ball over 
the top for a corner.

This was a sad blow to the visitors, but then came another 
two minutes later, which seemed to knock all the heart out of 
the side. From a Belcher cross, Evans sent in a header which 
seemed a goal all the way – but Billingsley simply hurled 
himself across goal and with his finger tips just managed to 
push the ball round the post.

After that Borough literally went to pieces and though Barber 
was at fault when Brierley got their second goal, two minutes 
after half time – he failed to hold a shot which enabled 
centre-forward Maiden to score an easy goal – it was only the 
brilliance of the goalkeeper that kept the final tally of goals 
against Borough to three. He made a whole series of thrilling 
saves from the goal hungry Alliance forwards.

The only excuse Borough could have had was that injury to 
Perry. Throughout the second half he was on the right wing 
and it was difficult then to know in what position any of the 
other attackers were supposed to be playing, except that 
Tinkler had moved from inside to outside left.

The Borough forwards again had a most unhappy match 
and the Alliance attackers did more shooting in the last ten 
minutes of the game than Borough did all the way through the 
ninety minutes. In consequence of their inability to keep up a 
sustained attack, the defence was badly overworked and it was 
not surprising that in the end it should have wilted under the 
ever-increasing pressure.

The inclusion of Tinkler and Belcher in the Borough attack 
did not bring any more “bite” in the inside forward positions, 
but the early injury to Perry all but doomed the experiment 
to failure almost before it had time to work. Evans worked 
prodigiously in the middle but like the other forwards lacked 
the ability to finish.

 Worcester City v Nuneaton Borough 01-09-1952 
Worcester: Newman; Spilsbury and Neville; Chapman, Bedford and 
Whittington; Jackman, Allsopp, Walcroft, Knight and Jefferies.
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Horton, Phillips, Evans, Chapman and Tinkler.

Borough made the journey to St George’s Lane to take on 
Worcester City in a Birmingham League Challenge Cup match.

Cold figures might suggest that Borough gave an improved 
display in Monday’s game, But it was another sorry showing 
by the visitors. They were up against ten men for the entire 
second half and when they scored their second goal, 
Worcester only had nine men on the pitch.

There was no excuse for this defeat and unless changes are 
made more reverses can be expected. It was the same old 

story, forwards who couldn’t shoot. Without Perry, who is 
injured and Morrow, who could not get away from RAF duties, 
Borough had Horton and Tinkler on the wings and Phillips and 
Chapman as inside men to Evans. They started well enough, 
but gradually deteriorated and in the second half became a 
tattered and torn combination, which had few ideas.

It was a sorry sight to see Borough doing so much attacking 
yet showing little or no inclination to have a crack at goal. 
Even when well inside the Worcester penalty area they still 
went on passing as though scared to shoot.

Worcester were the first to score when Knight headed the 
home side into the lead. Whitcroft got an equaliser after 
Chapman and Tinkler had made all the running and when 
the ball was pushed inside, Whitcroft let drive. A defender 
could only partially stop the shot and following up, Whitcroft 
netted. Borough conceded a penalty two minutes before 
half-time when Mason and Walcroft went up for a header and 
there was a clash of heads.

Both players were badly dazed, the latter having sustained 
a nasty cut. The incident warranted a stoppage, but the ball 
was crashed towards goal and Randle handled. The spot kick 
was easily converted by Spilsbury, giving Worcester a 2-1 half-
time lead.

Up to that point Borough had been the better side and only 
the fine work of Newman in the home goal had prevented 
two or three goals. But after the interval the attack just faded 
away, despite Worcester being down to ten men. Jefferies, 
the left-winger added a third goal for Worcester thirteen 
minutes from time.

It was two minutes from the end when Chapman headed 
through a right wing cross from almost underneath the bar. 
From that moment to the end Borough swarmed round the 
City goal but could not get level. Nor did they deserve to.

The Test
In the past it has been the cry of Nuneaton Borough FC 
supporters: “The team always starts well and then cracks 
up later in the season.” 

It is perfectly true, of course, that practically every 
season since the war the side has been “sitting pretty” 
for the championship round the turn of the year. Then it 
has faded away.

It is a different story this season. The team has started 
badly by losing three of its first four games.

What now? Does this suggest that the side is going to 
have a bad first half of the season and a good finish?

Nodoby knows, of course. It is in the lap of the gods. If 
it does happen like that it will be a change. But the big 
question mark is whether supporters are prepared to 
wait and see if there is a revival. That is the test.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res. 06-09-1952 

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League game.

Borough’s cup of woe was filled to overflowing when 22 
minutes after half-time they lost their skipper, George Mason 
– and the game. At that point they were leading 1-0. Mason, 
involved in a collision with a City player, was carried off the 
field with a knee injury. He resumed as a forward about ten 
minutes later but was a passenger.

For the first time in the game City got on top against their 
handicapped opponents. A few minutes after Mason’s injury 
the visitors equalised through Allsopp and eight minutes from 
the end they got a winning goal – a very doubtful one as the 
scorer, Knight, seemed yards offside when he ran on to a right 
wing cross and slipped the ball past the advancing Barber.

Mason’s injury and this doubtful winning goal were bad luck 
for Borough. But let it be said at once that it was again a 
very poor display by the home side. Borough started fairly 
well and deserved to take the lead through Phillips after 26 
minutes. Indeed, had the forwards taken their chances they 
might have crossed over with a commanding lead.

The Borough defence was not so sound as usual and young 
Cashmore was troubled by Candlin. The wing-halves, Smith 
and Bond, were often off the mark with their passes. Indeed a 
common fault with the whole team was a tendency to get rid 
of the ball too hurriedly. Again the attack had a poor match 
with Evans showing few signs of becoming a goal-getting 
leader. Phillips was the best of a poor line.

It was, however, not Borough’s lucky day. There was the injury 
to Mason, which changed the whole complexion of the game; 
that disallowed goal; a shot by Bond which hit a post with 
the goalkeeper unsighted; a drive by Horton which missed by 
inches – and a brilliant second-half dribble by Morrow which, 
alas, ended with a shot straight at goalkeeper Newman.

Worcester were fortunate to win, but did what Borough 
failed to do in their previous encounter – get goals against an 
injury-handicapped side.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 08-09-1952 
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Phillips, Freimanis, Howells and Horton.
Dudley: Harris; James and Corbett; Morgan, Jones and Hicklin; Elwell, 
Hill, Harper, Silvers and Anslow.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

Only the brilliance of Harris, the Dudley goalkeeper and 
player-manager, saved his side from a much heavier defeat 
on Monday night. He made a whole series of thrilling saves in 
the second half when Borough were constantly storming into 
the attack.

Borough gave a vastly improved display and from start to 

finish were much the better side. Especially in attack, with 
Freimanis back and 17-year-old Ronnie Howells at inside-left, 
the attack functioned much more smoothly right from the 
start, but it was not until after the change of ends that they 
began to impress as marksmen.

Young Howells set the shooting pattern early in the second-
half when he cracked a low cross from Phillips against the 
underside of the bar from which the ball rebounded into play. 
It was real bad luck for the youngster that his shot did not 
produce the goal it undoubtedly deserved.

After that goalkeeper Harris saved his side time and time 
again. Saves from storming shots by Freimanis, Morrow, 
Phillips and Whitcroft (twice) earned the unstinted applause 
of the crowd. The harder the forwards’ efforts to score, the 
harder Harris played. He looked so invincible that it seemed 
he would never be beaten until ten minutes from the end 
when Phillips, put clean through, piloted the ball right out of 
his reach from close range.

And then, in the last minute, Freimanis, who had made 
several previous good efforts with his head, beat him from 
a Horton corner kick. Again the goalkeeper made a super-
human effort to save a ball which seemed right out of his 
reach. He actually got his fingers to the ball but could only 
push it into the net.

If ever a player deserved a goal Freimanis did. He worked 
hard throughout and kept the line working smoothly with 
neatly paced passes and clever flicks. Most certainly he was 
an improvement on Evans.

In the second half Morrow and Phillips switched so effectively 
on the right wing that they had Corbett and Hicklin well on 
the run. Howells made a most promising debut at inside-left 
and displayed a keen appreciation of the duties of an inside 
man. Indeed the only forward not to show improvement was 
Horton, who is out of position on the left flank.

Reports on Borough’s FA Cup ties can be found on later pages.

 Nuneaton Borough v Aston Villa A 20-09-1952 
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Phillips, Freimanis, C. Evans and Perry.
Aston Villa A: Richardson; Hunt and Hudman; Clarke, Proudler and 
Horlick; .Bullock, Chapman, Spencer, Follan and Meakin.

Borough welcomed Aston Villa A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter. The home side included new 
signing Charlie Evans, one-time West Brom player, who last 
season was player-manager at Dudley Town.

Borough gave Villa A a couple of goals start, but by the end 
the visitors were fortunate not to have conceded at least half-
a-dozen goals. At the half-way stage Borough looked booked 
for defeat. The first-half form had been so poor that no-one 
could possibly have envisaged such a big improvement in 
their play. But the revival did not come until they had had 
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another shock – a really big slice of luck, which proved to be 
the turning point in their fortunes.

In the early minutes of the second half Villa went away and 
when the ball was pushed ahead of right-winger Bullock, he 
seized on a clean shooting chance and drove the ball at goal. 
With Barber in no position to save, Bullock’s shot struck a post 
and the ball went loose somewhere in the penalty area. It was 
fortunate that there was a defender on hand to clear the danger.

At three goals down Borough would have been hard pushed 
to fight back, but a few minutes later Freimanis cleverly 
headed a goal from Perry’s corner. That goal was just the 
tonic and from that point until the end the Villa defence was 
run off its feet to such an extent that in addition to their goal 
capitulating on three further occasions, only bad shooting 
saved it from falling on at least another three occasions.

Villa scored the first goal of the game after only five minutes. 
The ball was pushed through to centre-forward Spencer and 
the Borough defence stood still, thinking he was offside, but 
the whistle did not sound and although Barber came out in a 
last ditch attempt to save, Spencer’s shot had him well beaten.

Then, two minutes before half-time, Villa had a corner. Meakin 
put across a nicely-placed inswinger. Randle went up to head 
clear but missed. Momentarily unsighted, Barber caught the 
ball, but dropped it again and it rolled into the net.

Freimanis’ header signalled a change and the 3,700 crowd 
began yelling with delight, instead of moaning. At 67 minutes 
Perry took a Fremanis centre to level the scores with a weak 
shot that Richardson was unable to reach. A quarter-of-an-hour 
after later Perry banged another home after a move in which 
Phillips, Freimanis and Morrow had taken part. And not long 
afterwards Phillips netted a fourth from Smith’s long free-kick.

Borough should have scored at least three more goals for 
Phillips and Morrow (twice) missed easy chances with the 
goal at their mercy. In the first-half, the Villa defenders merely 
had to wait for the Borough forwards or wing-halves to make 
a faulty pass and then boot the ball clear. Afterwards they 
were vainly chasing will-o’-the-wisp forwards who worked 
their way through at will.

Richardson in the Villa goal seemed to be master of all he 
surveyed in the first-half, but once the ball had been put past 
him, he seemed to lose all his previous composure and was 
often in extreme difficulties.

 Cradley Heath v Nuneaton Borough 04-10-1952 
Cradley Heath: Marson; Lilley and Homer; Butt, Bates and Lowe; 
Hamblett, Bates, Hickman, Stiff and Simms.
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Cradley Heath for a 
Birmingham League match.

Cradley Heath, although undefeated before this game, 
were one of the poorest sides Borough have encountered 

this season, with the possible exception of Dudley, and 
their chances were not improved when mid-way through 
the first-half, Homer was injured and had to change places 
with Hickman. Even so, Borough’s display, especially in the 
second half, gave supporters heart when encouragement was 
certainly needed.

Cradley immediately started banging the ball around and 
Borough made the mistake of following suit. So it was not 
at all surprising that a scrappy, completely unmethodical, 
dreary exhibition should have been seen in the opening half.

Twice Borough should have scored in the first half-hour, 
but Perry was nudged off the ball by a defender and lost his 
chance. Then Phillips broke through but, like Perry, took the 
ball too far with the result that when he did shoot, a defender 
was in the way of his shot. At the other end Borough had two 
narrow escapes when both Smith and Cashmore kicked the 
ball off the goal-line.

Borough took the lead less than a minute before half-time 
when Charlie Evans crossed the ball to Freimanis, who was 
unmarked and made no mistake with his shot.

That goal appeared to make the Borough forwards realise 
that even if the ground were bumpy, goals could be obtained 
if worked for. Thus, after the change of ends, there was a 
vastly improved Borough attack. This brought its reward 13 
minutes after the break, when Freimanis fastened onto a 
long through-ball from Bond, moved ahead, cleverly rounded 
centre-half Bates and beat Marson all ends up with a hard, 
low drive which entered the net off the inside of a post.

Hardly had the cheers died down than Evans netted again, 
but the referee disallowed the goal after consulting a 
linesman. Almost immediately, Marson saved brilliantly from 
Phillips. Back swept Borough into the attack, and after 78 
minutes came the inevitable third goal. From a Perry corner 
kick Freimanis put the ball back to Evans who netted with 
ease; and four minutes later Phillips cut in from the wing and 
as Marson went out to meet him the inside-right lifted the 
ball over his head. It hit the far upright where Freimanis was 
waiting for it and after killing the ball, coolly shot into the net.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Wood 11-10-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Harris, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.
Walsall Wood: Johnson; Price and Collins; Oakley, McDonald and 
Stringer; Jones, Robinson, Deakin, Cole and Hartshorn.

Borough welcomed unbeaten Walsall Wood to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham Senior Cup second round tie.

Borough took the lead on 14 minutes when Arthur Harris, 
deputising for the injured Stan Smith, lifted the ball into the 
middle for Phillips to head back to Tinkler. The outside-right 
banged the ball home first time. Walsall deservedly drew 
level, seven minutes later when Deakin dropped the ball right 
in front of the Borough net. Barber pushed the ball against 
the bar and Cole rushed in to force the ball into the net.
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After 30 minutes, a move on the Borough right ended in Evans 
cracking in an unstoppable shot and shortly afterwards, 
Tinkler, when cutting through, was bundled over inside the 
area – and Evans made it 3-1 from the penalty spot.

Phillips scored Borough’s fourth from close range, when 
Tinkler turned inside and hit a long ball through to Freimanis, 
who headed the ball down to Phillips, who ran in to net. That 
goal seemed to knock all the wind out of Walsall’s sails. Two 
minutes later the Walsall defence faltered to allow Phillips 
to nip in and net an easy fifth goal. And in the next minute 
a defender handled in the area for Charlie Evans again to 
score from the penalty spot. Walsall nearly conceded a third 
penalty a few minutes later when McDonald deliberately 
pulled down a ball which was passing over his head. This 
time the handling offence was just outside the area and 
Freimanis’ shot was charged down.

The game was certainly not a classic – not by a long chalk. If 
anything, Walsall until their final crack-up, were Borough’s 
equals, if not superiors, in midfield. On occasions they moved 
the ball delightfully, the ball passing from one player to 
another with machine-like precision. But there can be no 
doubt about the fact that Borough were the more thrustful 
and always looked the more likely scorers.

It was obvious that George Mason, after having missed 
several games through injury, was taking no risks. As good 
as anybody in defence was Arthur Harris, who played well 
throughout. After scoring in every match since his come-back, 
Freimanis failed to find the net. It was not his day and he 
could do little right when it came to getting goals, but he had 
a hand in the making of more than one of the goals.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Res. 18-10-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.
Shrewsbury: Roberts; Bannister and Lewis; Comerford, Glover and 
Crutchley; Dodd, Price, McCulloch, Benyon and Bradley.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League encounter. Frank Upton made 
his debut for the first team after passing a fitness test.

Shrewsbury fielded a strong side including seven players with 
League experience, served up some brilliant football and yet 
were hammered 6-0.  The visitors started in a manner which 
boded ill for Borough. Their brilliant ball control and scientific 
style of play often bewildered, though never completely 
subdued, a hard-tackling Borough defence. The game 
continued more or less on these lines till half-time by which 
period, odd though it may sound, Borough were leading 4-0.

Shrewsbury’s first shock came after 15 minutes, when 
Borough were awarded a free-kick. Stan Smith placed the 
ball beautifully and Freimanis headed through, well out of 
Roberts’ reach. How long would Borough be able to hold on 
to their lead? That was the question.

Unperturbed, Shrewsbury continued to dazzle with their 

footwork. Then, ten minutes later, they had another shock. 
Phillips put Fremanis through. As the goalkeeper came out 
the centre-forward tried to lift the ball over his head. Roberts 
only succeeded in touching the ball with his finger tips and 
following up, Freimanis put into the net. Still Shrewsbury did 
not appear unduly worried; they went on playing their pretty, 
pretty stuff. But 13 minutes later defeat was staring them 
straight in the face. For in the 36th and 38th minutes, Tinkler 
got two further goals, the second being a brilliant affair, his 
left-foot drive flashing into the net just inside the angle. Tinkler 
netted again a few minutes later, but was given offside.

Borough were denied a fifth goal when a Perry special flashed 
into the net and back out again, but no goal was awarded, 
with only the referee knowing why.

In comparison with the first-half, the second session was 
a tame affair although containing plenty of incident. 
Shrewsbury continued to play delightful midfield football 
but by now their work near goal, never impressive, became 
positively wearisome.

Borough were still in search of goal and after 60 minutes, 
clever work by Evans and Phillips ended in Freimanis scoring 
his third goal with a well-placed left-foot drive; and ten 
minutes later, Phillips cut in from the wing and after running 
along the dead ball line, squared the ball for Perry to score an 
easy sixth and final goal.

So far as Shrewsbury were concerned this was a game in 
which they promised so much but accomplished so little – 
except in midfield.

 Bloxwich Strollers v Nuneaton Borough 25-10-1952 
Bloxwich: Wakeman; Morris and Price; Davis, Jarvis and Devlin; 
Smallman, Green, McShane, Wootton and Jessop.
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Bloxwich Strollers for a 
Birmingham League game.

If the Shrewsbury game was one of the best since the war, 
then the game at Bloxwich was one of the worst. Not that 
the players were to blame, as there was an atrocious pitch 
and a high wind which blew diagonally across the ground 
and carried the ball out of play so much that the amount of 
throw-ins became positively sickening. Anything like football 
was quite impossible.

A player had to be a magician to control the ball on such a 
playing area as this. The players had to contend with two 
evils. To try to kill the ball and make a ground pass was 
suicidal; and if the ball was clouted first time there was the 
danger of a sliced kick and the near-certainty that the swirling 
wind would carry the ball out of play.

The latter was the lesser of the two evils. Thus we saw two 
teams banging the ball ahead and obviously hoping for the 
best. Borough started optimistically enough up the slope, 
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with the wind in their favour, but this form just couldn’t last. 
Slowly but surely the visitors gave up the uneven struggle 
against the vile pitch and the elements, and soon the game 
developed into a scramble and remained so until the final 
whistle ended the agony.

The outstanding players were the two centre-halves – Mason 
and Jarvis. With the ball constantly in the air, both shone for 
the headwork, and in this manner repelled attack after attack.

Borough took the lead after eight minutes with a clear cut 
affair. Evans fed Perry with a neat pass. The winger rounded 
right-back Morris and pulled the ball back to Phillips. The 
inside-right ran in at top speed and his perfectly judged 
header gave Wakeman no chance whatever.

Bloxwich’s goal at 25 minutes followed a free-kick, which was 
placed well inside the penalty area. For a few seconds the ball 
bobbed about and then went in the direction of Lovering. The 
left-back misjudged an attempted header and the ball dropped 
right at the feet of Smallman, who promptly shot it into the net.

There was little accurate shooting throughout. To get a ball 
down and take a controlled pot at goal was a real work of art. 
And a first-time biff at goal generally saw the ball soar into 
the air either high or wide of the goal.

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 01-11-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and Belcher; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.
Whitwick: Geise; Beeby and Pell; Farmer, Rennox and Burton; Lightfoot, 
White, Holland, Middleton and Satchwell.

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League match.

After a really grand first-half in which the Borough forwards 
once again revealed brilliant finishing powers and scored five 
times to the visitors’ one goal, this match developed into a 
rough and tumble affair and the sparkle completely departed 
from the game.

Obviously appreciating that drastic measures had to be 
adopted to stop the goal-rush, the Colliers persistently – and 
with no little success – adopted offside tactics, after the 
change of ends – and so constantly did the home forwards 
fall into the trap that they seemed to lose interest, and it was 
only in spasms that they reproduced their first-half brilliance.

There can be no argument that the home forwards won this 
match, for the defence was not nearly so tight as usual and 
often found itself in difficulties. Indeed, both of Whitwick’s 
goals were the outcome of defensive blunders

Borough opened the scoring in the second minute when 
Freimanis forced a corner. Tinkler placed an inswinger 
beautifully and Phillips flashed the ball into the net with his 
head. Five minute later a high lob into the goalmouth was only 
partially cleared and Perry put through from close range. After 
14 minutes clever work by Perry and Evans saw the latter cross 
the ball for Freimanis to head a third goal. Holland got a goal 

back for the visitors when Mason failed to go in for a tackle and 
allowed the centre-forward to collect the ball in an open space 
and drive it into the net, well out of Barber’s reach.

Freimanis then scored one of the best goals of the match. He 
chased a long ball up the left wing and then turned inside. 
As Geise left his goal, Freimanis, from long range, lifted the 
ball over his head into the empty net. Five minutes from the 
interval Evans also got a fine goal. Tinkler pulled the ball back 
to him and after dribbling round three defenders in almost as 
many yards, the inside-left let loose an unstoppable shot.

The Colliers’ second goal, to make the score 5-2, was due to a 
faulty back-pass by Lovering. The left-back put the ball back as 
Barber was advancing from his goal – and White was left with 
an easy chance. The highlight of the second half was Perry’s 
goal. When Borough were awarded a free-kick well outside the 
penalty area and at an angle to the goal, he smashed in a shot 
which few people saw until it hit the back of the net.

Borough were far the better side and but for Whitwick’s 
second-half spoiling tactics they would have won by an even 
bigger margin. But they should not so easily be put out of 
their stride by unorthodox, yet quite legitimate tactics.

Howells Signs For Wolves
Ronnie Howells, Borough’s 
17-year-old inside-right, has 
been signed on professional 
forms by Wolves.

 Howells, who has been with 
the club all season, comes 
from Coventry and though 
he had had a few first team 
outings, has mainly played for 
the Reserves.

Twice this season he has played for the Birmingham 
County FA, and in recent weeks has played twice for the 
Wolves. At Oxford a fortnight ago he played inside-right 
to Johnny Hancocks and had a splendid match.

West Brom were also interested in Howells and gave him 
a trial several weeks ago. They said they would send for 
him again. Meanwhile the Wolves have had him watched 
in several games, and signed him on Wednesday.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 15-11-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.
Stourbridge: Hill; Deakin and Rowberry; Rowley, Powell and Poyner; 
Page, Haycock, Bazeley, Dunn and Condie.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup third round tie.

Borough had some luck in getting through to the semi-final 
of the Senior Cup and owed their success to two old heads, in 
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George Mason and Charlie Evans. In the face of almost non-
stop pressure, the Borough defence was often in dire straits 
and only the cool head of their pivot prevented what might 
so easily have turned out to be a complete crack-up. Mason’s 
great experience was an invaluable asset to his side.

Borough opened the scoring after 20 minutes. Taking a 
forward pass from Tinkler, Phillips crashed his way through 
and then put a short ball to Freimanis, who had no difficulty 
in scoring from close range. At 34 minutes, from one of the 
many corners which the visitors forced, Bazeley headed 
through from Page’s flag kick.

In the first minute of the second half, Perry hit a post with 
one of his pile-drivers, but there was no further scoring until 
the 55th minute when Evans converted his first penalty kick, 
awarded against Rowberry for a tackle from behind on Phillips. 
Ten minutes later Page cut clean through from the right and 
netted with a fine cross-shot. Five minutes from the end Evans 
netted his second penalty, again for a trip by Rowberry on 
Phillips, while just before the end a long ball up the middle 
found both Perry and Phillips unmarked. Either could have 
taken the ball, but it was Perry who did, and after drawing Hill 
out of his goal, planted the ball into the empty net.

Forgetting the goals, the game was a titanic struggle between 
the Nuneaton defence and the Stourbridge forwards. For 
the visitors must have been attacking 75 per cent of the 
game and it was often luck – and George Mason ably backed 
by Cashmore and Arthur Barber – that prevented them 
from scoring more than twice. In one hectic struggle in the 
Borough goalmouth, a human wall of home players either 
standing or lying on the goal-line kept the ball out.

Stourbridge were much the better footballers; they used the 
ball with great skill and obviously played to a plan. Borough 
were struggling from first kick to last, and it was not until 
Perry got that fourth goal just before the end that home 
supporters had any real peace of mind, for Stourbridge had 
always looked capable not only of wiping out a Borough lead, 
but of going ahead.

 Nuneaton Borough v Kidderminster H. 22-11-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and Belcher; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.

Borough welcomed Kidderminster Harriers to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League game.

Borough’s form over the last two games has been far from 
convincing, and yet they have scored seven goals and 
conceded just two. Kidderminster were no Stourbridge, but 
had an even share of the ball in midfield. There the teams 
were fairly matched.

Borough opened the scoring after just five minutes when 
Perry caught the visiting defenders napping with a quick 
throw-in. Evans snapped up the ball and slipped it across to 
Freimanis who steered it into the net. The second goal did 

not come until five minutes after half-time. Phillips started 
the move by cutting in and pulling the ball back from almost 
off the goal-line. Tinkler lifted the ball to Freimanis, who put 
it back to Evans, whose perfectly-placed left-foot drive was 
a goal all the way. What a third goal! Evans, after 70 minutes, 
took a crack at goal. Rowley had the ball covered, but either 
by accident or design, Freimanis got his head in the way and 
the ball was deflected well out of the goalkeeper’s reach.

Kidderminster could have lost heart because of George 
Mason and Arthur Barber. Between them they set up a barrier 
which was well-nigh impassable. The Harriers forwards often 
got round the Borough backs, but when it came to beating 
the centre-half and goalkeeper – well that was where their 
troubles really started; where their attacks fizzled out.

Barber has always been a more than useful goalkeeper. This 
season he is playing better than ever because he has implicit 
confidence in the man immediately ahead of him. The 
understanding between the pair is approaching perfection.

The goalkeeper gave an impeccable display and his save from 
McGuire’s free-kick, just outside the penalty area was the 
work of one inspired. The right-back crashed in a terrific drive 
to the left of the goalkeeper. Not only did Barber dive across 
and stop it, but held the ball firmly as he overbalanced on to 
his side. It was undoubtedly the tit-bit of the match

Mason kept so firm a grip on one-time regular Southern 
League player Treherne – indeed there were eight former 
first team players in the side – that the Kidderminster leader 
scarcely even had a look at goal leave alone put it in jeopardy.

 Aston Villa A v Nuneaton Borough 29-11-1952 
Aston Villa A: Cordell; Barratt and Clark; Basterfield, Proudler and 
Harlick; Bullock, Hancox, Tyrrell, Dunn and Meakin.
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Smith, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Belcher, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.

Aston Villa A played their away Birmingham League fixture at 
Manor Park.

On a tricky pitch the young Villa side gave Borough a lesson 
in the art of controlling a ball. It was because they mastered 
the frost-affected pitch that they won so easily. Borough 
were completely whacked by the conditions. Even the 
encouragement of an early lead failed to inspire them, and 
once Villa had drawn level, there was never any real doubt as 
to how the game would end.

By and large the whole forward line was low and lacking in 
finish. Perry will certainly wish to forget this game. Evans gave 
Borough the lead against the run of play after nine minutes, 
when, from the inside-right position, he turned a Tinkler 
corner kick into the net. That was their one and only success.

It came as no surprise when five minutes later, a cross by 
Dunn was cracked into the net by Tyrrell. The same player 
gave his side the lead after 27 minutes when he drove hard 
and low into the net from a pass by Hancox. For a time Villa 
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were hard-pressed to keep their lead, but two minutes from 
half-time they broke away for Bullock to make it 3-1.

Borough did more pressing than Villa in the second-half 
without scarcely ever looking like scoring, and their crowning 
blow came just before the end when, after blocking a shot from 
the left, Mason tried to make a pass to Cashmore, but put it 
straight to Tyrrell, who made no mistake with a cross-shot.

Blame if you like the treacherous conditions underfoot, 
the fog or the snow, which fell later on, for Borough’s poor 
showing. But Villa had to face up to the same difficulties and 
they played well enough. Borough could blame nobody but 
themselves – or their opponents for being too good for them.

Crisis Season For Football Clubs
Like many of the junior profession soccer clubs in the 
Midlands, Nuneaton Borough FC, while not so seriously 
placed as some, is feeling the pinch financially these days.

A timely warning to this effect was given by Mr F. J. Perry, 
vice-chairman of the club, when he spoke at a Supporters’ 
Club social on Saturday night.

When a “reminder” is necessary from an official of a club 
which, in the past, at any rate, has always been reckoned as 
one of the best supported in the area of its operations, then 
the future for some clubs must indeed by black.

It is fairly obvious that recently the “gates” at Manor Park 
are not covering expenses and that the club must be losing 
money. Such a state of affairs cannot go on indefinitely.

Indeed, Mr Perry disclosed that last close season the 
directors had to sign for an overdraft at the bank. That is 
not an encouraging sign and it is patent that unless support 
improves, sooner or later a crisis will develop.

The Borough Club is not alone in this respect, for it is common 
knowledge that the majority, if not all, of the clubs in this 
class of football are in “Queer Street” and that their continued 
existence is due solely to the funds provided by Supporters’ 
Clubs. In fact, this is likely to be the last season for some 
clubs. It is a great pity. But if the support is not there – well, 
very little can be done about it.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 06-12-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Randle; Smith, Mason and Belcher; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry.
Walsall: Oakes; Smith and Ward; Arpino, Godderidge and Hodges; 
Round, Knight, Duggins, Skinner and Ellis.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League fixture.

Both teams found the going anything but to their liking, 
Walsall probably more so than Borough, which was fortunate, 
for improved though they were, the home side never played 
well enough to have troubled a better side than Walsall. 
It is obvious that Borough do not relish playing on a pitch 

presenting an unreliable foothold. The lessons of the 
previous week had been marked but not really learned and 
if the frosts continue, it is going to be touch and go in every 
game they play.

Whether the team is to continue in its present favourable 
position in the league table rests with the players themselves 
– on whether they realise before a slump sets in that more 
enterprise is needed to produce favourable results on bone-
hard and slippery pitches.

It was one of the very few moves which deserved a goal which 
brought the deciding point. A long through-ball by Belcher, 
found Freimanis, whose defence-splitting pass was run on to 
by Phillips. The inside-right advanced a few yards and then 
drove the ball out of Oakes’ reach into the far corner of the net.

George Mason had a much better game than against the Villa 
and generally kept Duggins under control. Poor Stan Smith 
is still struggling to get out of the rut in which he has been 
floundering for some weeks now. The only real difference 
between the teams was Phillips’ goal. Certainly Borough 
were the better side and should have won by a wider margin. 
Walsall, too, had quite a few chances and had they possessed 
a player such as Villa’s Tyrrell in their forward line, the result 
might have been every bit as surprising as the week before.

Borough’s finishing was bad enough; Walsall’s was even 
worse, and it was thirty-eight minutes before Barber had his 
first difficult ball – a header from Skinner. It was a reflection 
on the visiting forwards that this state of affairs continued 
until the end with Barber having little or nothing to do.

Borough Entertain Hinckley In 
Senior Cup Semi-Final
Nuneaton Borough have been drawn at home to 
Hinckley Athletic in the semi-final of the Birmingham 
Senior Cup, while Brierley Hill Alliance entertain Coalville 
Town. The matches are to be played on January 17.

 Lye Town v Nuneaton Borough 13-12-1952 
Lye Town: Astley; Whitfield and Hingley; Jasper, Homer and Cartwright; 
James, O’Brien, McGowan, Haycox and Dawson.
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Lye Town for a Birmingham 
League fixture.

Considering the weather, the ground was in surprisingly good 
shape with but a thin layer of snow to provide any handicap. 
“Move the ball about” was George Mason’s counsel before the 
team went out. The lads took his advice and using the long 
pass they had the Lye defence on the run and completely 
bewildered for long periods of complete supremacy.

Borough served up some really brilliant football which 
had the home side rocking and reeling. In the first-half 
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particularly Borough simply ran rings round the home side, 
who were lucky not to be three or four goals behind at the 
interval. Whereas the fast-moving Borough attack had time 
and time again split wide open the Lye defence by constantly 
switching the point of attack, Lye concentrated mainly on 
down-the-middle thrusts.

Borough opened their account on 17 minutes. Upton started 
the move with a beautiful pass up the left wing to the 
roaming Phillips. The centre-forward cleverly rounded right-
back Whitfield. His centre was partially blocked by a defender 
and the ball rose into the air. He followed up and headed it 
in front of goal to Evans who in turn nodded it well out of 
Astley’s reach. The second goal came after 23 minutes. Again 
Upton split the defence with a long ball up the left wing. Perry 
tore after it and swung across a perfect centre, for Phillips to 
head it home.

The third goal came on 51 minutes. Belcher started the move 
and Perry nodded the ball down to Whitcroft, who beat the 
goalkeeper with a fast low drive. The fourth and final success 
came seven minutes from the end when after missing one 
chance, Whitcroft harassed the defence and the ball went loose 
to the left. Upton raced in and from an awkward angle fired in a 
cross-shot. The fact that it flicked a defender on the way made 
no difference as it was a goal-scoring effort all the way.

Borough’s success was a triumph for good team play. There 
were no outstanding players, unless it was Frank Upton in 
the first-half. This young lad was little short of brilliant in this 
period. Following up closely on the heels of the forwards, he 
sent them away with a succession of really beautiful passes 
and paved the way for the first two goals. The 4-0 defeat was 
Lye’s first setback in seven weeks.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 20-12-1952 
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

Borough should have won this game, not because they were 
the better side, but rather because they had more scoring 
chances. They frittered them away in a manner which must 
have brought tears to the eyes of those watching.

With Borough showing so little inclination to score, 
Halesowen, too, could have won. Borough were nothing 
like the side they were at Lye. There was just no semblance, 
just no relationship between the two displays. It must have 
looked the same to the Halesowen officials.

It was a very poor game indeed, a game in which both 
sides played purely negative football. And if there was any 
excitement at all, it came in the last five minutes when 
Borough should most certainly have clinched the issue. It 
looked as though they had pulled it off when, practically 
on time, Perry headed the ball into the Halesowen net. For 
some reason, best known to himself, the referee disallowed 

the goal and gave Halesowen a free-kick – a decision which 
earned him the displeasure of the crowd. If that incident 
could not be explained, nor could a miss by Phillips a minute 
or so before. Put clean through with no-one but goalkeeper 
Brookes to beat, he ran on and as the goalkeeper came out 
shot wide of the empty net.

The home forwards were poor all the way through. None was 
much worse than another, though Phillips should most surely 
have won the game for his side. Defensively the team was 
shaky. Randle had a very poor match at right-back, and was 
always in trouble against Clarke.

If Borough looked a very good side at Lye, they looked and 
indeed were, a very poor team on this occasion. They are 
nothing if not a most perplexing combination.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 26-12-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Belcher, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for a Boxing 
Day Birmingham League match.

Borough gave the season’s largest attendance – 5,479 – a 
Boxing Day treat, by defeating a formidable Burton Albion 
side, after one of the fastest games seen at Manor Park for a 
long time.

Because they made the better use of their chances, Borough 
led 3-1 at half time, and quite deservedly so. After the 
change of ends, Burton, prompted by grand half-back play 
by McAdam, fought back with great spirit and any amount 
of football skill. They pounded away at the home defence, 
which was often sorely pressed but yielded ground most 
unwillingly. Twice Albion had wretched luck in not scoring. 
On the first occasion a hard drive was lifted over the heads 
of players in the goalmouth. Barber was unsighted until 
practically the last moment. He went up for the ball, was a 
shade too late, and it crashed against the bar.

On the second occasion Hodgkin broke clean through. 
Barber came out, was beaten, and a goal looked certain, but 
the ball’s progress was checked by the mud and Cashmore 
dashed across just in time to kick away at the expense of 
a corner. Generally speaking, however, the defence, with 
George Mason in great form, did a fine job in preventing 
Albion from getting more than one goal.

Borough opened the scoring on six minutes, when following 
an Upton throw-in, Pettery got clear on the left. He cut in 
and when everybody expected the winger to let loose one 
of those pile drivers, he pulled the ball back beautifully to 
Whitcroft, whose hard, low drive had Stone well beaten.

Borough got a second goal in the 18th minute when Whitcroft 
put Perry away. This time the winger did the expected and 
though Stone got his hands on a flashing drive just inside the 
post, he could not hold the ball, which entered the net. Burton 
reduced the lead on 38 minutes when Barber did remarkably 
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well to save one-handed a hard drive from the right. The ball, 
however, ran loose to T. Russell, who flashed it into the net. 
A minute before half-time Borough restored their two goals 
advantage when Phillips headed through a Tinkler centre.

 Oswestry Town v Nuneaton Borough 27-12-1952 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Belcher, Mason and Smith; 
Tinkler, Phillips, Upton, Whitcroft and Perry.

Borough made the journey to face Oswestry Town in a 
Birmingham League match.

Oswestry won this game because they had an attack which 
was yards too fast for the Borough defence and which shot at 
every opportunity and looked potential scorers almost every 
time they went down the field.

Whitcroft should have given Borough the lead in the first few 
minutes. A goal then might have made a vast difference. In 
a goalmouth tussle the ball went loose to the inside-left not 
more than six yards out. He had a clear view of goal, but half 
hit the ball straight at goalkeeper Wilkinson. Oswestry went 
straight up the field and scored – and from then on always 
looked winners.

Phillips and Upton also missed easy chances, but Oswesty, 
with more diffcult chances made goalscoring look easy. Most 
of their danger came from right wing thrusts. They realised 
at once that Lovering could do little or nothing in the way of 
holding 15-year-old schoolboy international Tompkins and 
constantly brought the right-winger into play.

Had Borough made more use of Perry in the second half there 
might have been better results, for the winger was much too 
fast for Griffiths and often left him standing. As it was the 
winger led the way to the scoring of both his side’s goals. It 
was from his corner kick that Phillips headed through via a 
Smith header to make the score 4-1, and it was from his centre 
that Upton got his goal in the last minute to make it 5-2. And 
he made all the running for the easy chance which Phillips 
missed. Davies (2), Ball (2) and Shadbolt got Oswesty’s goals.

Oswestry have one of the slickest forward lines in the league, 
but will have to tighten up their defence if they hope to win 
the championship.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 03-01-1953 
Burton: Flannery; Edwards and Green; Thomas, McAdam and Snowball; 
Meredith, Smith, Heath, Russell and Lightfoot.
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Lovering; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion to play a 
Maserfield Cup first round tie.

On their first-half showing the visitors seemed headed 
for certain defeat. Burton were the better side in all 
departments, and their lively and fast-moving attack 
pounded away at a Borough defence which was often split 
wide open by the artful scheming of inside men Russell and 

Smith. It was nearly all one-way traffic because the halves 
and even Borough’s inside men were so tied up in trying to 
keep the Burton forwards at bay, that the visiting attack had 
few chances to get moving.

During this period it was the cool head of George Mason that 
prevented a positive pile-up of goals. Time after time he 
saved his side, sometimes at the expense of a corner.

Burton’s first goal was after nine minutes and was netted by 
Russell. A free-kick well out was lofted into the goalmouth 
and the Borough defenders left the ball to Barber. The 
goalkeeper moved forward but as he did so, the inside left 
nipped in and turned the ball into the net. Upton equalised 
for Borough with a shot which came like a bolt from the blue. 
Borough were vainly trying to get through on the left and 
eventually the ball went more or less loose to the left-half. 
Upton simply turned inside and from fully 35 yards hit the 
ball with his right foot. Flannery had an unrestricted view of 
the flight of the ball, but the pace and direction of Upton’s 
shot were such that he just couldn’t do a thing about it and it 
flashed past him into the top of the net.

The second Burton goal came after 31 minutes, following 
a perfect pass from Smith, which left Meredith with a clear 
course for goal. The outside right cut in and, stopping to take 
deliberate aim, beat Barber all ends up with a low cross-shot.

Well supported from behind, Perry, so often the wrecker of 
Burton’s hopes, began to round right back Edwards. Once he 
beat him and slashed a pile-driver into the side netting. In 
the 52nd minute he tore down the wing and then cut inside. 
When tackled by the full-back he temporarily lost his balance 
and the ball ran ahead towards the dead ball line. Regaining 
his balance he secured possession again. By now it seemed 
a shot was right out of the question and that all he could 
do was centre. But with not more than a foot of the net in 
which to shoot, he let drive with such unerring accuracy that 
Flannery just had no chance.

No sooner had the cheers died down than Burton were 
awarded a penalty for handball against Belcher. Russell took 
the kick, but shot too close to Barber, who saved. Borough 
looked the more likely winners at this stage and so it proved. 
Phillips got what proved to be the winning goal in the 57th 
minute. Fed by Morrow, he raced ahead, shook off the 
challenge of a home defender and, as Flannery came out of 
goal, he flashed a hard, low drive into the far corner of the net.

It was a great come back by the Borough. They had pulled the 
chestnuts right out of the fire; indeed they achieved what at 
one period seemed an impossibility – victory.

The Borough stars were Barber, who gave a brilliant second-
half exhibition; George Mason for his generalship when things 
were going so badly for his side and Cashmore, for a never-
say-die tackling exhibtion which in the end blotted out the 
left winger, Lightfoot, who caused so much trouble early on.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Hereford Utd. Res. 10-01-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and F. Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.
Hereford: Clifton; Corbett and Priddy; Johnson, Woods and Hyde; 
Williams, Coulson, Smith, Hennesey and Barber.

Borough welcomed Hereford United Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League fixture.

Borough can be good, indifferent or bad. They did a fine job 
of work in winning at Burton. Then they come before their 
own supporters and put on a very poor show indeed. In fact, 
supporters must be wondering what is wrong with Manor 
Park for, apart from their 3-1 win on Boxing Day, their home 
form has been most perplexing.

Against Hereford on Saturday they quite held their own until 
five minutes before half-time. At that point Borough were 
awarded a penalty for a foul on Evans. The inside right, who 
had converted five spot kicks in a row, took the kick and 
missed – only his second failure in 49 attempts.

Just before half-time Hereford scored – and thereafter there 
was only one team in it. The longer the game went on the 
more pronounced became the visitors superiority, and in the 
end Borough were lucky not to have been beaten much more 
heavily. In the second half the game was dominated by the 
Hereford wing-halves Johnson and Hyde, and two extremely 
clever inside men, Hennesey and Coulson.

Nobody in the side had a good match. Upton, although once 
again having to contend with pain, was the best player on the 
Borough side – because when he got the ball he at least tried 
to use it, indeed did do far more than any other player on the 
side. Even when he moved to outside-left he succeeded in 
getting the ball across.

It was a few minutes after Evans’ penalty miss, almost on 
half-time, when Hereford went ahead. Hennesey made all the 
running by going through brilliantly almost from the half-way 
line, and Smith did the rest by beating Barber. Five minutes 
after half-time Hereford’s Barber made it 2-0 with a hard 
cross-shot, and at 75 minutes, Williams headed a third from a 
Hyde cross.

Altogether, it was Borough at their worst – and once again 
before their own fans.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 17-01-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.
Hinckley: Broadaway; Davison and Barlow; Brews, Gray and Cooper; 
Wright, Saunders, Boulton, Foster and Shore.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for the 
semi-final of the Birmingham Senior Cup. There was an 
attendance of 4,000.

Borough were the better side, but for their fighting 
performance alone, Hinckley deserved every praise. But 

fighting spirit alone was not nearly enough to hold the 
Borough. Where Hinckley came unstuck was in front of goal. 
They made many dangerous looking assaults. When it came 
to finishing them off, however, they had not nearly enough 
tricks to worry a strong Borough defence, in which George 
Mason was always a dominant force.

Borough opened their account in the ninth minute. A Perry 
centre found Tinkler. The latter turned the ball inside to 
Morrow, who netted with a well-placed shot. A beautiful 
through pass by Upton put the same player clean through to 
score the second at 31 minutes.

The opportunism of Perry made the opening for the third goal 
a minute before half-time. The outside-left rescued the ball 
when it seemed certain to go out of play. He screwed the ball 
back and it passed across an empty goal, for Tinkler, standing 
unmarked, to net. Ten minutes after half-time Upton crossed 
the ball for Evans to shoot hard and low past Broadaway 
for the fourth goal. At 60 minutes, Brews got Hinckley’s only 
goal following a penalty. He drove the spot kick hard at 
Barber. The goalkeeper stopped the ball, which ran back to 
Brews who hammered it home. Three minutes from the end, 
Evans, Tinkler and Morrow combined to make an opening for 
Phillips to score the fifth and final goal.

Borough’s display proved that they are not so bad a side as 
they sometimes seem. But they will have to do even better 
than this to beat Brierley Hill in the final.

Freimanis Ill
Eddie Freimanis, the Borough centre-forward, who is out 
of the Borough side due to ill-health, may not be able to 
play again this season.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 24-01-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.
Lye Town: Knott; Flavell and Hingley; Whitfield, Homer and Cartwright; 
James, Cook, McGowan, Haycox and Edwards.

Borough welcomed Lye Town to Manor Park for a Maserfield 
Cup second round tie.

How Borough got through this match without conceding a 
goal, or indeed three or four, is beyond all understanding. 
Barber was largely responsible for Lye’s blank scoresheet, 
but had the visitors’ finishing been as good as their midfield 
play, then Borough would have had no further interest in 
the competition. The truth is that the the final score had no 
relation whatsoever to the actual run of the play.

For long periods a very ragged and ineffective Borough side 
was completely outwitted by a much cleverer and purposeful 
Lye team. Indeed most of the proceedings were fought out in 
the Borough half, a good deal inside the Borough penalty area.

Time after time between the home side’s first minute goal 
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and their second success 15 minutes after the change of ends, 
it seemed that Lye simply must score. Time after time, too, 
the brilliant Barber thwarted them. And on quite a few other 
occasions just bad luck or equally bad finishing prevented 
Lye earning their reward.

The first minute Borough goal came from about the only 
thoroughly workmanlike raid they made. A pass to Charlie 
Evans, a punt upfield to Phillips, a flick inside to Morrow, and 
the inside-left closed in to beat Knott with a well-placed shot. 
On the other two occasions Morrow was sent clean through 
to net after a long run.

Borough were completely overplayed for most of the game. 
Their defence just had no answer to the swift-moving Lye 
attack which went through almost at will. Cook and James 
on the right wing outpaced and out manoeuvred Upton and 
Cashmore. The latter, who is not playing so well these days, 
was often left standing by the speedy James – a player he 
held as in a vice at Lye.

The Borough defence, Barber apart, took a real battering, 
and there were periods when it just didn’t know which way to 
turn. But for Barber and dogged work by Mason and Smith – 
well anything could have happened.

Proposed League Merger
Tonight Birmingham Combination clubs will meet to 
consider the Birmingham and District League’s proposal 
that the two leagues should amalgamate.

The idea, it is believed, is that there should be two 
divisions with a promotion and relegation system.

Whether the proposal goes through depends entirely 
upon the reaction of the Combination clubs at tonight’s 
meeting. The snag, as far as we can see, is likely to be 
which teams are to be elected to Division 1 and which to 
Division 2. That may cause trouble.

An official of the Bedworth club told the Observer: “As far 
as we are concerned the merger would be all right if we 
were drawn in the same league as Nuneaton and other 
clubs in this area so as to guarantee the local “derbies.” 
If we were in the league away from the others, however, 
our attitude would be different.”

 Nuneaton Borough v Bloxwich Strollers 31-01-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.
Bloxwich: Wakeman; Price and Morris; Devlin, Jackson and Jarvis; 
Smallman, Doughty, Cooper, Wootton and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Bloxwich Strollers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

A gale-like Arctic wind blowing straight down the pitch made 
good football almost impossible, yet there were occasions 

when both teams served up some nice moves. By and 
large the game was as good as the conditions would allow. 
Although they obtained two of their goals in the second half, 
Borough really made certain of winning by their heroic battle 
against the wind in the opening half when they succeeded in 
holding Strollers to a 1-1 draw.

Borough opened the scoring in the first minute of the game 
with a well executed goal. Morrow started the move with a pass 
to Perry, who cut inside and pushed the ball to Morrow. The 
latter slipped it to Phillips who forced the ball over the line and 
into the net. Bloxwich drew level on 17 minutes when George 
Mason went up to head a ball which rose more sharply than he 
could possibly have expected. The result was that the ball went 
behind him to Wootton. The latter cut inside, came out of two 
tackles still with the ball and then crossed it in front of the net 
for Doughty to head a simple goal.

A cross-field pass by Upton started the attack which led to 
Borough’s second goal. Tinkler collected the ball and gave to 
Evans, who netted with a hard drive. The same player got the 
third, five minutes from time, when he cleverly turned the ball 
out of Wakeman’s reach.

Both before and after this decisive third goal Borough were 
unlucky. There was little wrong with a goal by Morrow, which 
for reasons best known to himself, the referee disallowed, 
while just before the end Phillips swept the ball against the 
top of the bar with Wakeman beaten.

In view of the vile conditions, it was not nearly so bad a game 
as might have been the case. Borough were worthy winners.

£200 Cheque From Supporters’ Club
Nuneaton Borough Supporters’ Club on Friday presented a 
further cheque for £200 to the parent club.

The cheque was received by Mr W. Barrs, a director of 
the Borough Club, from Mr W. H. Sutton, chairman of the 
Supporters’ Club, who referred to the lean time experienced 
by clubs today. Most were appealing for financial help.

Mr Sutton said the Supporters’ Club committee had put in 
some hard work, and they hoped the money would be spent 
wisely and give a return at Manor Park where most of the 
money had been made.

After New Talent
Mr Barrs said the directors were delighted with the work of 
the Supporters’ Club. They were trying their utmost to get a 
first-class team together, and had been out searching for new 
talent. The Supporters’ Club had worked wonderfully well, 
and he wished them the best of luck.

Mr R. Sheen, vice-chairman of the Supporters’ Club, said that 
when the club was formed they took the motto: “To Help, Not 
Hinder.” He had told the Borough that if funds were needed to 
help strengthen the team they could have it, and it gave the 
Supporters’ Club much pleasure to hand over the cheque.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Cradley Heath 14-02-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Upton; 
Tinkler, Evans, Phillips, Morrow and Perry.
Cradley: Marson; Lilley and Homer; Simms, Bates and Hall; Butt, Webb, 
Lowe, Payne and Stiff.

Borough welcomed Cradley Heath to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough should have been so far ahead at half-time that they 
could almost have gone home there and then, yet until nine 
minutes from the end they were struggling to avoid defeat. 
Then they scored and the fun started.

Into those dying minutes most of the excitement of an otherwise 
drab game was crammed. One terrific drive which seemed 
headed for the back of the Cradley net laid out a visiting player 
who got in the way. He went down as though pole-axed.

Borough opened the scoring after 15 minutes when Morrow 
fastened on to an Evans pass to go through and beat Marson 
from close range. Butt levelled the score on 19 minutes when 
Lowe allowed a right wing cross to run to the scorer who was 
rushing in. Simms put Cradley ahead from Stiff’s corner on 60 
minutes, while nine minutes from the end Borough got the 
equaliser. It was an in-off effort that earned them a share of 
the points when Phillips shot was deflected into the net by a 
Cradley defender.

It has to be conceded that ground conditions – there was an 
inch of snow on the ground – were anything but easy and 
that some mistakes were inevitable. Even so there was just 
no excuse for some of the chances missed by the Borough, 
especially in the opening half.

The fact is, that with Perry once again off colour – he is going 
through a very bad patch these days – there is very little final 
punch in the Borough attack, and once again the number 
of good shots they put in could have been counted on the 
fingers of one hand.

When Borough went behind early in the second half their 
team-work went to pieces and in their few raids Cradley used 
the ball with greater efficiency

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 21-02-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and F. Upton; 
Phillips, Morrow, Whitcroft, Evans and Tinkler.

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance for a 
Maserfield Cup third round tie.

The only goal of the game was the result of a first-class move. 
Evans started it with a beautiful ball to Morrow. The latter 
drew Mitchell before squaring the ball across goal. Tinkler, 
racing in from the left called for the ball. Whitcroft let it go 
through and the winger, with an easy chance, made no 
mistake with a fast, low drive into the far corner of the net.

Borough’s defence was magnificent. The more difficult 

the situation the better they liked it. Barber was simply 
tremendous in goal. His judgment was uncanny; he was always 
in the right spot at the right moment. In making one flying 
save, he crashed against a post and was injured, but went on 
to stop everything that was thrown at him. Stan Smith was also 
in great trim and was the rock on which so many Brierley Hill 
attacks foundered. Billy Bond kicked like a horse all the way 
through. A word of praise, too, for Cashmore for the way he 
stuck to and held that flying outside-right Clements, the man 
who did most of the damage when the teams met on the same 
ground in the early weeks of the season.

Brierley Hill slipped up badly by adopting hit and run tactics 
when they were right on top in the final half-hour. They made 
no attempt whatever to draw an opponent before parting 
with the ball. They just hit the ball high into the Borough 
penalty area and hoped for the best. Certainly there was far 
more optimism than science about these tactics.

Borough’s best two forwards were without a doubt Morrow 
and Evans, who constantly beat the Brierley defence with 
their astute passes – passes which should have brought many 
more goals. Tinkler did well on the left wing in the opening 
half; after the change of ends his penchant for dribbling often 
resulted in Phillips being played offside.

The Alliance were anything but the side they were earlier in 
the season. Their defence was easily pulled out of position. 
Lewis, their pivot, was not in the same street as Stan Smith, 
who held Maiden quite easily.

 Halesowen Town v Nuneaton Borough 28-02-1953 
Halesowen: Brookes; Tucker and Lashford; Carter, Jones and Payne; 
Coley, Dugmore, Griffiths, Meeney and Lamb.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Bond; Belcher, Mason and F. Upton; Perry, 
Morrow, Cashmore, Evans and Tinkler.

Borough made the journey to The Grove, home of Halesowen 
Town for a Birmingham League match.

Halesowen got their opening goal after 15 minutes, faulty 
covering by the defence enabling Griffiths to head through 
easily from Coley’s flag kick. They got their second goal at 22 
minutes. Coley raced through on the right and centred for 
Griffiths, in a completely unmarked position, who put the ball 
past Barber.

Because Griffiths got those two goals, Halesowen deserved to 
win. At least they knew that the Nuneaton net lay right ahead 
and always kicked the ball that way. Borough played mostly 
across the field, making four or five passes where two would 
have sufficed, and making little or no headway in the process. 
That was the difference between the two teams.

Borough had few chances, but one of them came shortly 
after the home side’s first goal. A neat, if somewhat elaborate 
move, had the Halesowen defence all at sea and ended in 
Perry bursting clean through. He was not more than three 
yards from goal when he was chopped up almost viciously 
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from behind and was sent sprawling. He also had to have 
treatement before he could resume, but no penalty was 
awarded. This incident is not cited as an excuse for Borough 
coming away goalless. It is a mere statement of fact.

Just before this Perry had flashed in a grand left-footer which 
goalkeeper Brookes was no doubt satisfied to safely fingertip 
over the bar. Later the goalkeeper got in the way of a terrific 
short range shot from Evans which nearly knocked him into 
the net.

Only once more during the whole of the game did the visitors 
look like scoring – in the first minute of the second half when 
Tinkler hit a Perry corner kick hard at the goalkeeper. Both 
sides served up some aimless football after the break. Neither 
side seemed to have the slightest idea as to how to make 
and take chances. Halesowen continued to hit the ball hard 
upfield and chase it. Borough just fiddled around and got 
nowhere. Once, however, from an Upton cross, Perry was left 
with an open goal. All he had to do was to shoot into a half-
empty net, but preferred to bring it across goal to get it on his 
left foot and lost the ball.

It was rather surprising to see the Borough defence so easily 
spreadeagled by Halesowen’s first half “hit and run” tactics. 
By simply hitting the ball hard and chasing after it the home 
side often caught Mason and Co napping.

 Nuneaton Borough v Boldmere St Michaels 07-03-1953 
Borough: Barber; Bond and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and F. Upton; 
Phillips, Morrow, Prothero, Evans and Perry.
Boldmere: Flavell; Parkes and Gannon; Stokes, Lane and Pugh; 
Partridge, Findlay, Handy, Bradley and Blake.

Borough welcomed Boldmere St Michael’s to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

The outstanding feature of this match was the display of 
18-year-old Frank Upton. He had a good first-half; in the 
second he was little short of brilliant. In one long kick he 
often turned defence into attack and generally gave an 
immaculate performance. Two league clubs’ representatives 
were watching the Ansley lad and must have been impressed 
on this showing.

Though they won comfortably enough Borough were 
slightly flattered by the margin of their success. Indeed it 
was anyone’s match until five minutes from half-time when 
new centre-forward Prothero got a couple of goal in as many 
minutes to give Borough a flattering 3-1 interval lead.

Boldmere went ahead after 14 minutes, with a whole series of 
defensive mistakes letting in Blake. The left-winger cut in and 
the unmarked Handy beat Barber with a well-placed shot. 
Borough equalised seven minutes later. A centre by Phillips 
led to a scuffle in front of the Boldmere goal and ended in 
Evans slamming the ball into the net from close range.

At 40 minutes Prothero put Borough ahead following a 
scramble in the goalmouth. In the next minute Morrow beat 

the Boldmere defence and his perfect centre was hammered 
home by Prothero.

There was no further scoring until 24 minutes after half-
time when Upton hit the ball across to Evans. The inside-left 
headed the ball to Prothero and it then passed to Phillips, 
who put through from close range. The same player got 
the fifth and final goal on 80 minutes after Flavell had only 
partially cleared a Morrow header.

Although Borough won with four goals to spare, this was not 
the display of a confident team. There were too many periods 
of purely negative play. Yet it was an improvement on their 
game at Halesowen.

Upton Signs For Northampton Town
The last club manager “in the hunt” for the services of Frank 
Upton, Borough’s young left-half, secured his signature.

It was not until Monday that Mr Bob Dennison, the 
Northampton Town manager, really came on the scene. Other 
clubs had been angling for Upton for weeks.

Last Saturday Mr Harry Storer, the Coventry City manager, 
and a representative of West Bromwich Albion were at Manor 
Park watching the game from the directors’ box. Mr Dennison 
was there too, although nobody knew it – because he was in 
the crowd.

It was early Monday morning that he first made known his 
interest in Upton; he phoned the Borough secretary. He was 
informed that the directors were considering offers for Upton 
that night. He insisted on coming over to Nuneaton and was 
here shortly after lunch

The Trump Card
That night the directors considered the offers for Upton. Mr 
Dennison attended personally, made his offer – and then 
produced his trump card. He offered in addition to loan 
Borough two forwards for the remainder of the season. 
Indeed he had brought over with him a player.

He also told the directors that they could attend a private 
trial at Northampton on Wednesday and select another 
player. The invitation was accepted.

That was how Mr Dennison “won the day” – and he signed 
Upton at his home late that night.

Northampton Loan Borough Two Players
Jimmy Briscoe, Northampton Town and former Preston 
North End and Hearts player and Jackie Raynes, have 
been loaned to Nuneaton Borough FC for the rest of the 
season as part of the transfer deal that took Frank Upton 
to the County Ground.

Both are in the Borough side to face Wellington Town 
tomorrow.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Wellington Town Res. 14-03-1953 
Borough: Barber; Bond and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Raynes, Morrow, Briscoe, Evans and Tinkler.
Wellington: Ball; Crook and Smith; Woolley, Williams and Walford; Skull, 
Price, Turner, Heath and Broad.

Borough welcomed Wellington Town Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League game.

Briscoe and Raynes, the two Northampton Town forwards 
loaned to Borough for the rest of the season as part of the 
Frank Upton transfer deal, had a big hand in their new club’s 
victory over Wellington Town. Briscoe because he accepted 
two of the few scoring chances he had; and Raynes because 
he was the cleverest and most go-ahead forward on the field.

In fact, Borough won far less easily than the score might 
suggest. From the purely academic point of view Wellington 
were unquestionably superior. Often their speedy forwards 
had the shaky Borough defence in difficulties. In the first half 
Wellington did 70 per cent of the attacking and had a slow-
footed home defence in dire straits.

Morrow opened Borough’s account on 20 minutes. Raynes 
put him through, but harassed at side and back, he only half-
hit his shot. Ball dived much too soon and the ball bounced 
into the net.

Five minutes after half-time Morrow sent Briscoe away and 
cutting in from the right he planted the ball into the net. 
The third and final goal came eleven minutes from the end. 
Evans had been checked close in and the ball ran loose. He 
gained possession again and swung across a perfect centre. 
Briscoe went up into the air and headed the ball home, well 
out of Ball’s reach.

Wellington could with truth, point to the fact that they were 
unfortunate in not getting at least two goals, for both Smith 
and Mason saved on the line when a score seemed certain. 
And Barber made one grand save near a post from a Broad 
pile-driver. Borough might argue that Raynes twice hit a post 
with Ball nowhere at hand and should have been awarded 
two penalties. On the first occasion Morrow was put through. 
The inside-right closed in and was not more than a couple 
of yards out when he was well and truly fouled. The referee 
waved play on. Then, mid-way through the second half, a 
Wellington defender handled a Morrow shot with Ball in no 
position to save.

Briscoe And Raynes Can’t Play
Borough FC’s application to the County FA to play 
Briscoe and Raynes in tomorrow’s Birmingham Senior 
Cup final at Dudley has been refused owing to an 
objection by Brierley Hill Alliance.

Bond is a doubtful starter and will undergo a further 
fitness test before the game.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 21-03-1953 
Brierley Hill: Billingsley; Pestridge and Holmes; Leddington, Lewis and 
Kernick; Clements, Pollard, Maiden, Corbett and Smith.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Cashmore; Belcher, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Tinkler, Morrow, Phillips, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Dudley to take on Brierley Hill 
Alliance in the final of the Birmingham Senior Cup.

Borough’s hopes suffered a massive blow when Bond 
reported unfit with a badly swollen knee and Stan Smith went 
down with influenza. Borough officials made a new appeal to 
be able to play either Briscoe or Raynes, but Brierley Hill were 
adamant that neither should play. In spite of his illness Stan 
Smith agreed to play.

Despite their misfortune, Borough refused to make a present 
of the trophy to the Alliance. They struggled gamely from first 
kick to last, even though Phillips damaged a ligament just 
before half-time and was more or less a passenger for the rest 
of the game.

Brierley Hill took the lead in the 20th minute with a goal that 
came like a bolt from the blue. The Alliance were attacking 
on the right. A partially cleared ball ran to Clements who 
promptly lifted the ball over his head into the middle. Pollard, 
standing just inside the penalty area, hit the ball first-time 
and it fairly rocketed into the net.

Brierley’s second goal, five minutes from the end, followed 
a scuffle in front of goal. One shot was charged down; 
Barber dived at the feet of another forward and the ball hit 
him in the back. It went loose to Maiden lying on the floor. 
The centre-forward just managed to reach the ball with his 
outstretched foot – and it rolled through Belcher’s legs and 
into the net.

Phillips got a goal back for Borough in the last minute of the 
game. He was sent through by Evans and as Billingsley came 
out, turned the ball past him into the empty net – but it was 
too late to save the game, for immediately afterwards the 
whistle went for full-time.

A feature of the play was the poor finishing of both sets of 
forwards; the one really good shot found the back of the 
Borough net, leaving Barber completely helpless. This effort 
apart, neither goalkeeper had much to do. Borough looked 
the least likely to score; indeed apart from one shot by Perry 
and three by left-half Whitcroft, Billingsley had a day off.

 Kidderminster H. v Nuneaton Borough 28-03-1953 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Greenfield; Smith, Mason and 
Whitcroft; Raynes, Morrow, Briscoe, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Kidderminster Harriers for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough could have lost this game by a far greater margin 
than 1-0, but were also denied a share of the spoils by a 
puzzling decision by the referee in ruling a goal by Briscoe 
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offside. As a long ball was pushed forward right-back McGuire 
slashed at it and sliced the ball towards his own goal. Briscoe 
chased the ball. Goalkeeper Crowther dashed out of goal 
and took a fly-kick at it. He made a hash of it and merely 
succeeded in pushing the ball to Briscoe, who promptly 
slammed it into the net.

It was after awarding a goal and when he was walking 
towards the centre of the field that the Kidderminster players 
protested. Apparently the linesman had flagged. Without 
consulting the linesman to find out why he was flagging, the 
referee altered his decision. How there could have been any 
question of offside is beyond comprehension, as the last two 
men to play the ball before Briscoe hit it into the net were 
McGuire and the goalkeeper.

Had the goal been allowed to stand, Borough would indeed 
have been fortunate, for they played so badly that they 
deserved nothing but defeat. Only three times did the visitors 
threaten in the entire 90 minutes – the ‘offside’ goal and two 
breakaways, both of which resulted in the easiest chances 
of the game. One left Raynes in perfect position with only 
Crowther to beat, but the shot was mis-hit and rolled tamely 
into the keeper’s hands. On the next occasion Perry broke 
through on the left and drove in a hard low ball. Crowther 
only partially got to the ball which rolled slowly away from 
him. Both Briscoe and Raynes were there, but somehow the 
ball escaped both of them.

The winning goal came 10 minutes after half-time. Mogford 
was given the ball just over the half-way line. George Mason 
moved forward in an attempt to throw the home forwards 
offside. Mogford held the ball and cut inside. Cashmore came 
tearing across to intercept him, missed his tackle and left 
the centre-forward with only Barber to beat. Barber held 
his ground and Mogford went on to hit the ball past him and 
into the net. 

Borough Directors Reply To Council
Say They Have Spent £1,484 On Manor Park

Nuneaton Borough FC directors yesterday issued a reply to the 
strictures passed upon them at the last meeting of Nuneaton 
Town Council when their unsuccessful application to be 
relieved of payment of a half-year’s rent for Manor Park was 
described by Ald. W. R. Chamberlain as “the height of audacity.”
Ald. Chamberlain stated that the ground was purchased in 
1937 at a cost of £3,535 and since then they had spent in wages, 
repairs, materials, etc., £4,800. With the cost of the ground and 
loan charges, the costs to the Corporation were £8,482 to date, 
and the Council had received rents totalling £2,124.
The directors, in their reply, state that they have spent £1,484 
0s. 7d. on the ground – the Council’s property. This figure 
includes £110 9s. 7d. on maintenance, £861 11s. on ground 
improvements and £512 on groundsman’s wages. This is in 
addition to the rent paid to the Corporation.

The Statement
The directors’ letter reads:
“The directors of the club were very much concerned at 
certain statements made at the last Borough Council meeting 
– statements which the Board feel are likely to re-act to the 
detriment of the club unless challenged.
“The Board are of the opinion that a great wrong was done 
the club, because only one side of the story was given. Great 
pains had obviously been taken to let the general public 
know how much the Borough Council had spent on Manor 
Park yet not one single word was said as to how much the 
Football Club had spent on the ground.
“In order that the whole story should be made known the 
directors have carefully gone through the club’s books in 
order to ascertain exactly how much the club has expended 
on Manor Park – the Borough Council’s property – since 1946. 
To avoid a long list of figures the items have been tablulated 
under the following three headings.
“Maintenance of ground, £110 9s. 7d.; Ground improvements, 
£861 11s.; Groundman’s wages, £512. – Total £1,484 0s. 7d.
“These figures have been carefully scrutinised. The money 
has been actually spent on the ground and nothing is 
included that can be classed as a club asset. In making this 
statement the Directors feel that the public should know 
the full facts lest it should be thought that the club is being 
subsidised out of the rates.

What Other Clubs Pay
“When visiting other clubs who also play on Council-owned 
grounds officials of the club have made enquiries regarding 
the rents charged and in only one instance does a club pay 
a higher rent than that paid by the Borough FC. To quote 
four: An English League Club Third Division, £4 per week, 
Club pays groundsman; A Southern League club, £300 per 
annum, Council pays full-time groundsman; Birmingham 
Combination Club, £125 per annum, Council pays part-time 
groundsman; Birmingham and District League Club, £90 per 
annum, Council pays part-time groundsman.
“The Borough Football Club pay £200, and every increase in 
the rates including the water charges for the football season 
only. Club pays part-time groundsman.

Council Revenues
“In addition the Borough Council receives all revenues from 
the advertising rights, all the catering rights and all the sub-
letting fees in and out of the football season. The club have 
to employ a man to clean up the ground after each match, 
collecting tea cartons, etc.
“A great deal has also been said regarding dividends and 
directors’ fees. So we quote FA regulations:
“Until otherwise determined by the Football Association 
the maximum dividend payable in respect of any year shall 
be 71/2 per cent, but if the dividend be paid free of tax such 
maximum dividend shall be five per cent.”
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 Whitwick Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 30-03-1953 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Greenfield; Smith, Mason and 
Whitcroft; Briscoe, Raynes, Morgan, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Whitwick Colliery on Monday 
evening for a Birmingham League game.

Whitwick had enthusiasm alone to commend them, yet they 
were always in the game because Borough’s marksmanship 
was so wretched. Some of the chances they missed were 
ridiculously easy.

Owing to the absence of Morrow, Morgan was given a chance 
as leader of the attack. Briscoe moved to outside right and 
Raynes was his inside partner. The changes were not a 
success. Morgan, although he had the satisfaction of scoring 
the goal which enabled his side to share the points, was 
much too slow and once neglected a perfect scoring chance 
by hesitating, when put right through, to see if the whistle 
would blow for offside.

Briscoe got across a few good centres; one ran all along 
the crossbar with Perry and Evans standing unmarked and 
waiting in vain for the ball to come down. The only two 
Borough players to live up to their reputation were Barber 
and Mason. The defence, generally speaking, was fair but 
was often seen to be struggling against a none-too-clever 
Whitwick attack.

Whitwick were a poor side and should have been well beaten. 
That they held their opponents to a draw was solely due to 
Borough’s general raggedness and lack of ideas in front of 
goal. If Borough can’t do any better than this, then points are 
going to be very difficult to collect in the remaining games 
this season.

Whitwick took the lead after 11 minutes, when Greenfield 
fouled Rowell practically on the dead ball line just inside the 
area. Farmer’s well directed shot from the penalty spot gave 
Barber no chance.

Borough levelled the scores on 23 minutes. One of the few 
really good moves they made had the Whitwick defence 
spreadeagled. Evans was left with an easy chance but dallied 
with the ball which was nearly taken from him. He recovered 
the ball, however, and liften it across goal. Morgan was on the 
spot and going up nodded it into the net.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 03-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion for a Good Friday 
Birmingham League match. Before a crowd of 6,050, Albion 
lost to their “bogey” side for the fifth time in six games. It was 
Borough’s fourth successive win at Burton.

For 69 minutes the two teams had battled without being able 
to score. Up to that point Burton had proved themselves 
masters in midfield only to see their superiority vanish when 
it came to the all-important matter of creating the openings 
to make the goals.

They kept the ball far too much in the air – and once again 
George Mason proved himself the master in his heading 
duels with the Albion forwards. Most of the home team’s best 
efforts came from long range and only three times had the 
dependable Barber been in real trouble – once when Hadfield 
hit the bar from 30 yards; when he made a brilliant save from 
Smith; and when George Mason coolly kicked off the line with 
the goalkeeper out.

In the 67th minute a long ball was put through to Hodgkin, 
and Mason moved forward in an attempt to throw him 
offside. The centre-forward carried on and beat Barber with 
a well-directed low shot, giving the home side the lead.After 
awarding a goal the referee had second thoughts. He went 
across to the linesman for a consultation and then adhered to 
his previous decision.

Seven minutes later Borough were level. Checked on the side 
line, Raynes doubled back and with his left foot lifted the 
ball high into the middle. There was a race for possession 
between Briscoe and Flannery. The Borough man got there 
first and slipped the ball into the net.

This equalising goal knocked all the heart out of the Albion. 
Their defence cracked – and from that point, up until  the 
final whistle the Borough forwards went through the home 
defence almost at will. 

Raynes twice fired wide with terrific shots. Briscoe had a 
shot travel along the whole length of the bar. Then came the 
winning goal with little more than five minutes left to play. 
Morrow let drive from about 25 yards. Flannery should have 
saved with ease but made the fatal mistake of bending down 
with his legs open. He got his hands to the ball, but failed to 
hold it – and it trickled off the inside of one of his legs and 
into the net.

What a slice of luck for Borough! Yet the Albion were right 
in luck’s way a few moments later. A beautiful ball down 
the middle again had the Albion defence all at sea. Perry 
went after it like a hare and sent in a terrific shot. It beat the 
goalkeeper all the way, crashed against the underside of the 
bar and bounced down.

 King’s Lynn v Nuneaton Borough 04-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to King’s Lynn to play the final of 
the Culey Cup.

King’s Lynn avenged their Culey Cup defeat on the same 
ground three seasons ago by beating Borough in the same 
competition on Saturday.

It was the previous game in reverse, for this time it was the 
home side who took their chances, not the Borough.

The game was never one-sided; it was largely a triumph 
for the stronger finishing powers of the home forward line, 
who were dangerous every time they got away. Borough 
even failed to convert a penalty, with Evans being the 
unsuccessful marksman.
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The Lynn netted three times in the opening half through 
Auld, Everitt and Whitelum. Auld increased their lead before 
Briscoe got through for Borough. Evans’ penalty miss 
followed almost immediately. Two minutes from the end 
Whitelum netted his 50th goal of the season with a header.

Including Evans penalty kick, awarded when a defender 
saved a certain goal by using his hands, Borough hit a Lynn 
post three times.

 Boldmere St Michaels v Nuneaton Borough 06-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to Boldmere St Michael’s for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough had little trouble in collecting two more away 
points at Boldmere on Monday. Indeed the home side were 
fortunate to get away as lightly as they did.

The game was won and lost in the first half when Borough’s 
clever play had the “Mikes” defenders in sore trouble and 
often completely bewildered. By half time the visitors had 
netted three goals without reply through Perry, Evans and 
Hughie Morrow.

Borough eased up afterwards and Boldmere had slightly 
more of the game than hitherto but their finishing was very 
weak. At the other end the goal several times escaped almost 
miraculously. A fourth goal by Perry completed the scoring.

 Nuneaton Borough v King’s Lynn 07-04-1953 

Borough welcomed King’s Lynn to Manor Park on Tuesday to 
play the final of the Nuneaton Hospital Cup competition.

Ten minutes after half-time, Tinkler, brought back into the 
Borough side in the absence of Hughie Morrow, on RAF 
duties, received the ball 30 yards from the Lynn goal. Tinkler 
moved forward a few yards and when everybody expected 
him to make a pass, he cracked in a terrific shot which was 
nestling in the back of the net before goalkeeper Cave knew 
what had happened.

That goal gave Borough victory – and deservedly, too, for it 
was quite the highlight of the game. It was only to be expected 
that both sides would show signs of wear and tear after their 
strenuous holiday programmes. Nevertheless, a crowd of 3,572 
saw some quite entertaining exchanges in which Lynn outside 
right Morris, the former Hartlepool player, starred.

Borough deserved to win because they never neglected 
to take a shot at goal when the opportunity occurred, and 
caused Cave to make quite a few thrilling saves, two from 
Whitcroft being notable efforts. Lynn failed in their finishing 
and Barber had a much easier time than Cave.

Raynes opened the scoring after ten minutes’ play when he 
received from Tinkler and closed in to drive home a hard, 
low shot via the foot of the near post. Auld levelled the 
scores 14 minutes later when he headed home one of Morris’ 
beautifully placed centres to the far post. Then came Tinkler’s 
winning effort on 55 minutes.

George Mason, Borough skipper, receives the Hospital Cup from the 
Mayor. Also in the picture are Jack Howe, King’s Lynn captain, and Mr 
Reg Carris, Borough director. Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 09-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for the 
Maserfield Cup semi-final.

Borough eased their way into the final with a 3-1 win.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 11-04-1953 

Nuneaton welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

Walsall proved one of the poorest sides seen at Manor Park 
this season and were very lucky not to have twice as many 
goals scored against them. One of the many other Borough 
misses included a penalty kick, which George Mason drove 
straight at goalkeeper Melvin after Briscoe had been brough 
down in the area.

Walsall did moderately well in the opening half when facing 
a strong wind and did more than was probably expected in 
keeping the score down to 2-0. With the wind at their backs, 
however, they just faded out altogether and were penned in 
their own half for long periods.

On the few occasions they got away they showed no idea of 
how to get goals. Indeed, the Walsall forwards finished so 
badly that Borough could easily have done without Barber for 
all that he had to do. Bond, deputising for the injured Insley, 
once again proved that he is still a force to be reckoned with 
and kicked strongly with both feet. Again Borough were 
strong at half back, with Smith and Whitcroft grafting well on 
the flanks.

Briscoe got three of the six goals and showed once again 
that his headwork is his strongest point. Raynes was a much 
better winger than Tinkler and in the closing stages was going 
through the Walsall defence at will.
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it was not a good game to watch because of the poorness of 
the opposition. The home side’s other goals were scored by 
Raynes, Morrow and Smith.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 13-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Lye Town to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League fixture.

Borough continued their goalscoring spree at Manor Park on 
Monday evening against Lye Town, who two days earlier had 
drawn 3-3 at Burton. Lye, a much better side than Walsall, 
started strongly and, aided by a boisterous wind, gave the 
Borough defence plenty to worry about for half-an-hour. 
Then the Borough forwards, strengthened by the return of 
Phillips and Perry really got going and between the 31st and 
45th minutes rattled in four goals as the result of some really 
devastating assaults on the Lye goal.

During this period Borough played grand football. The second 
half was never so attractive as the first, largely because the 
light became so bad that it seemed that game may not get 
finished. Happily it was – and the goal-hungry home forwards 
scored three more in reply to Lye’s one.

Phillips opened Borough’s account on 31 minutes when he 
headed through after goalkeeper Homer had failed properly 
to clear a Briscoe header from Raynes’ corner kick. Four 
minutes later Perry ran through and gave Phillips a perfect 
pass. The inside right closed in smartly and turned the ball 
into the net out of the goalkeeper’s reach. Evans got the third 
goal on 40 minutes following a long upfield punt by Bond and 
a pass by Phillips. The same player scored again a minute 
before half-time when Briscoe headed down a Raynes’ centre.

Seven minutes after half-time Phillips netted following a 
passing move between Raynes and Briscoe; ten minutes from 
the end Evans put Perry clean through for the winger to make 
no mistake with a hard, low drive; four minutes later Cook 
netted for Lye from Edwards’ cross; and in the dying minutes 
Evans put one on a plate for Briscoe to score Borough’s 
seventh and final goal.

In the absence of Cashmore, Randle came in at right back. 
He started uncertainly but gradually improved and later did 
really well. Phillips, also back after injury, gave the attack a 
new thrust as indicated by his three goals. Lye played well 
enough at the start but afterwards were outplayed.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 15-04-1953 

Borough played an away Birmingham Combination game 
against Wolves A at Manor Park on Wednesday evening.

Not surprisingly Borough were a very tired side, but did well 
to hold their younger and faster opponents to a draw. Yet 
they might so easily have won with less than two minutes to 
go. Though some of the players could scarcely raise a gallop, 
Borough, in sheer desperation, made an all-out onslaught on 
the Wolves’ goal. Even George Mason was up with the attack.

The ball came into the middle and Raynes shot against the 
post. The ball went to George Mason, who turned it towards 
the net. It was stopped on the line – by a full-back using his 
hands. There were loud calls for a penalty, but the referee 
waved play on.

It was a pity that Phillips’ knee had swollen again after his 
fine display against Lye. He was badly missed, for Tinkler, 
who came in at outside right to complete the line, had a very 
moderate game, while Raynes is far more effective on the 
wing than inside. The Borough lads, generally speaking, were 
willing to “have a go” but their legs just wouldn’t respond. 
Whitcroft was about the only player really to stand the pace. 
His form in recent weeks has been top-class.

Borough opened their account a minute or so before half-time, 
when an interchange of passing between Tinkler and Raynes 
ended in the former lifting the ball in front of goal. Evans hit 
the ball first time. Owen partially parried the inside-left’s hard 
drive, but it escaped his grasp and finished a yard over the line. 
The referee waved play-on before consulting with the linesman 
and awarding a goal. The Wolves drew level 20 minutes after 
half-time when a crossfield pass found Asher unmarked. The 
left-winger closed in and beat Barber with a hard, low drive.

 Wellington Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 15-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to Wellington Town for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

It was not until four minutes from the end that Borough 
made certain of winning this game at Wellington by netting 
their second goal. They had previously missed several easy 
chances of augmenting Perry’s goal after 10 minutes’ play. In 
the first-half Briscoe and Morrow both failed with the goal at 
their mercy, the former stepping over a perfect left wing cross. 
obviously under the impression that Raynes was at hand.

Raynes dropped a corner kick right at Morrow’s feet, but he 
failed to get the ball down and his shot missed the target. 
Briscoe missed another easy chance midway through the 
second half when put right through.

Then immediately before Briscoe made the issue safe for his 
side, Evans had put the ball against a post and Morrow also 
missed an easy chance. The latter, however, made amends a 
minute later when he broke through on the right and centred 
beautifully for the centre-forward to head through.

Until that second goal Wellington always had a chance of 
saving the game. Their trouble was they after getting near 
enough they just couldn’t shoot. Barber had plenty to do in 
goal, but only twice was he seriously tested – and on each 
occasion he saved brilliantly. He gave an impeccable display

Perry got his goal from a perfect pass by Evans. The inside-left 
put the ball inside of right back Gorman and well ahead of the 
winger. Perry raced away, cut in and shot hard. Goalkeeper 
Higgins could only partially parry the shot and following up, 
Perry put the rebound into the net.
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George Mason was the rock on which most of the home 
attacks broke down, while Tommy Whitcroft was the 
best half-back on view. Raynes and Morrow were always 
dangerous on the right wing and towards the end were going 
through almost at will.

Football Club An Asset
To The Editor

Sir, – May I on behalf of the Nuneaton Borough Supporters’ 
Club be allowed to make a small comment re the recent 
article published in local papers.

When the Supporters’ Club was formed, some two years 
ago, it had as its motto “To help – Not hinder” and has 
subsequently tried to live up to this. In fact the first two tasks 
undertaken were the relaying of part of the playing area, and 
the painting of some of the exterior of Manor Park.

Subsequently it was decided to have as one of its objectives 
the terracing and covering of a part of the ground, entirely 
at the Supporters’ Club expense, which was thought would 
would help the supporters, the directors and most of all the 
Nuneaton Corporation. Some correspondence took place 
with the Council and eventually a letter was received from 
the Town Clerk that the Council in effect would not recognise 
the Supporters’ Club, and would have no negotiations with 
them. This snub naturally stopped this object at the outset.

It is to be hoped that at the forthcoming Council elections some 
members may be elected who realise that a good football team 
in Nuneaton is a great asset, and that a well appointed Council-
owned ground an advertisement for the town.

In conclusion may I make one grouse regarding the lavatory 
accommodation on Manor Park. This has repeatedly been 
discussed at meetings and many comments have been 
passed by visiting supporters as to the total inadequacy of 
the existing lavatories. Surely the Council will not allow on 
Manor Park, conditions which at any other premises would be 
condemned by their own Sanitary Inspector.

A. BARNETT (Hon. Secretary)

 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 20-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Brush Sports to Manor Park on Monday 
for a Birmingham League game.
A great cheer went up, when a minute from time, Charlie Evans 
put the ball into the Brush net following a Perry free-kick to 
give his side victory. If ever a team deserved to win Borough 
did. Although beaten with practically the last kick of the game, 
Brush could not complain, for they were saved time and time 
again by the woodwork and the brilliant goalkeeping of Taylor, 
who made a whole series of thrilling saves.

From the moment that Brush equalised Borough’s first-half 

goal less than a minute after the re-start – Borough gave 
the visiting defence a real hammering. But they could do 
everything except put the ball into the net. So cruel was 
their luck it seemed they never would get the decider their 
superiority so richly warranted.

Hence the excitement that last-minute winner caused. The 
goal was poetic justice. Three times – some people say four 
– Brush were saved by the woodwork. First Briscoe headed 
a Raynes’ centre against the bar; then Raynes hit the bar; 
and next, midway through the second half, Evans struck the 
upright with a terrific drive. And for good measure there were 
Taylor’s many brilliant saves.

In between Borough’s onslaughts the Brush proved 
themselves capable of causing no little trouble. If their 
defence had a rocky time – there were times when Holland 
and Taylor alone seemed to prevent it falling into complete 
ruin – the forwards, prompted by arch-schemer Carrington, 
set Mason and Co. quite a few posers and on occasions 
looked likely to gain their side totally undeserved points.

Borough’s opening goal came after seven minutes and was 
somewhat lucky. Insley put the ball forward to Evans. The 
latter slipped it to Whitcroft, whose shot struck Briscoe and 
was deflected out of Taylor’s reach into the opposite end of 
the net. A lofted ball into the goalmouth no sooner had the 
second half started, caught the home defence unprepared. 
Centre-forward Barron headed it to Carrington who was left 
with only Barber to beat and made no mistake.

Borough’s dramatic last-minute success followed a Perry 
free-kick. The winger lifted the ball high across goal. Raynes 
turned it into the middle for Evans to head through – and 
receive an accidental punch on the nose from the goalkeeper 
as his reward. This was undoubtedly the most exciting game 
seen on Manor Park this season – one which kept the crowd 
on tenterhooks all the way through.

 Hereford Utd. Res. v Nuneaton Borough 22-04-1953 
Borough made the journey to Edgar Street to take on 
Hereford United Reserves in a Birmingham League game.

With a weakened side – Mason, Stan Smith, Perry and Morrow 
were absentees, and Cashmore was off the field injured for 
most of the game – Borough put up a creditable performance 
when they visited Hereford on Wednesday night.

It was not until the last 20 minutes that the issue was finally 
decided. Hereabouts Billy Hughes, the Hereford Welsh 
international full-back, playing at centre-half, netted two 
goals to complete his hat-trick.

The Borough were forced to include a number of reserves, 
and to make matters worse, Cashmore was injured during 
the first ten minutes. For the remainder of the first-half, the 
full-back was continually on and off the field. In spite of their 
handicap, the Borough fought pluckily, and it was all to their 
credit that they held the home side to a goalless first-half. 
Whitcroft and Briscoe, in fact, both hit the Hereford bar.
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After the interval, Cashmore did not return to the field and the 
Borough played with ten men. At 55 minutes, Hughes scored 
for the home side, and then Raynes equalised for Nuneaton. 
Playing a man short, however, had its effect on the visitors, and 
Hughes notched two more goals to win the game. Raynes and 
Insley, who played at centre-half, did best for Nuneaton.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall 24-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Walsall to Manor Park to play the final of 
the Maserfield Cup competition on Friday.

The match turned out to be a complete shambles, with little 
or no good football being played. For this, the winners were 
mainly responsible; far too often they played the man instead 
of the ball with the result that free-kicks were frequent. Had 
the referee put his foot down at the start all this might have 
been avoided. Borough lost centre-forward Briscoe through 
injury in the early minutes of the second half and played the 
rest of the game a man short.

After being practically penned in during the first-half when they 
had to face a strong wind, Walsall netted two surprise goals in 
the last five minutes before half-time, through Wright.

Although a man short for practically the whole of the second 
half, Borough fought back with determination but were 
unable to score.

Alderman W. S. Johnson presented the cup to the winners.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 25-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League game.

It was obvious as early as last Saturday that Borough had 
shot their bolt so far as the present season is concerned and 
that nobody would welcome tomorrow’s final game more 
than the players themselves. They must be heartily sick of the 
sight of a football after having played so many games in so 
short a period of time.

Borough’s defeat in this home game was largely due to the 
weak finishing of the forwards. They tried hard enough, but 
seldom looked like scoring. The defence held out pretty well 
until 19 minutes after half-time when the Wolves augmented 
the first half goal. A third goal little more than a minute later 
completely sealed Borough’s fate.

They were unfortunate to be a goal down at half-time, but 
afterwards there was no questioning the Wolves’ superiority, 
and in the end Borough were a well-beaten side. Murray and 
Cooper (2) scored the winners’ goals.

 Brush Sports v Nuneaton Borough 27-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to Loughborough on Tuesday 
night to take on Brush Sports in a Birmingham League game.

Borough were beaten by a ‘goal’ which George Mason 
described as “like someone carrying a Christmas pudding,” 
as Wilson of Brush Sports caught the ball, carried it to the 

goal-line, dropped it at his feet and kicked the ball into the 
net. Everyone stopped playing, Borough defenders and Brush 
attackers alike. Nothing happened – not until the referee was 
seen walking towards the centre of the field. This was the 
signal for an amazing scene. The Borough players swooped 
on the referee like a spider after a fly.

Their protests could be heard all over the ground. The referee 
had to force himself out of the ring of Borough players. The 
home team made no attempt to join in. Despite everything 
the official was adamant, stuck to his decision and awarded 
Brush a goal. Nobody could have been more astounded than 
the scorer himself.

In the dying minutes of the game Borough attacked like 
enraged tigers. Even George Mason joined in the onslaught. 
He got his head to a corner kick only to see a defender kick 
the ball off the goalline with goalkeeper Taylor well beaten. 
Next the goalkeeper made a thrilling dive across goal to push 
round the post a cannonball free-kick from left-back Insley; 
and just before the whistle sounded for time, he managed to 
beat out a Belcher header at the expense of a corner.

Borough did not deserve to be beaten; even with a sadly 
weakened side they were every bit as good as the Brush, 
indeed finished much the stronger of the two teams. They 
had a sound defence in which Barber, Mason, Insley and Stan 
Smith were always the shining lights. The forward line which 
included 16-year-old Barrie Townsend at outside-right, Clarke 
of Courtaulds as his inside partner, and Belcher as leader 
of the attack, lacked punch in the first half but improved 
afterwards and gave Taylor plenty to think about.

Brush were the better side in the opening half, but could not 
beat Barber, who made some truly grand saves. In the second 
session Brush had to thank Taylor for preventing Borough 
getting the points

It was on 57 minutes that Brush went ahead. A neat move 
had the Borough defence well beaten for a change and 
when the ball was slipped through to Naylor, he carried on 
unchallenged and left Barber helpless with a short-range 
drive. Borough drew level in the 66th minute when Smith 
slammed in a long-range shot. Taylor made the mistake of 
attempting to palm down the shot, but the ball knocked back 
his hands and flew into the roof of the net. Then came Brush’s 
controversial winner.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 30-04-1953 

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League fixture.

Borough secured an odd goal in five victory.

 Worcester City Res. v Nuneaton Borough 02-05-1953 

Borough made the journey to St George’s Lane to play a 
Birmingham League fixture against Worcester City Reserves.

Borough lost the game 4-0.
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Father Of Footballers

Head of a well-known local footballing family is Mr John 
Morrow, of 3, Mount Street Passage, Nuneaton, who was 
an Irish Amateur international.

Two of his sons are Hugh Morrow, Nuneaton Borough 
and former West Bromwich Albion player, and Herbert, 
an ex-Greenback, who joined West Bromwich earlier 
this season. Mr Morrow used to play in Irish League 
football and assisted Ballymena, Larne and Newry 
Town as inside-right. He represented his country in one 
international game with Scotland. A knee injury ended 
his playing days.

Thirteen years ago Mr Morrow and his family left Ireland, 
and came to the Midlands. Mr Morrow worked at Sterling 
Metals, Coventry, as a moulder, but now works at the 
railway loco sheds.

 Nuneaton Borough v West Brom Res 02-05-1953 

Borough welcomed West Bromwich Albion Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Testimonial game in recognition of Billy Bond’s 
service to the club.

Albion ran out 3-1 winners.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res. 16-04-1953 

Borough made the journey to Shrewsbury Town Reserves for 
a Birmingham League game.

A weak Borough side put up a great fight at Shrewsbury last 
Thursday night but were beaten by a goal scored in the last 
five minutes.

Just before this Raynes had missed a sitter for the Borough. 
He dribbled right through the Shrewsbury defence, drew the 
goalkeeper out, and then put the ball wide of the empty net.

It was during a struggle in the Borough goalmouth following 
a free kick that Butler got the only goal of the match. Barber 
excelled in the Borough goal.

Birmingham League Final Table 1952-1953 
 P W D L F A Pts
Oswestry 36 27  5  4  95  40 59
Kidderminster Res. 36 24  3  9  91  45 51
Brierley Hill Alliance 36 21  7  8 117  53 49
Burton 36 20  8  8  95  45 48
Nuneaton Borough 36 19  5 12  81  50 43
Hereford Reserves 36 15 13  8  79  61 43
Brush Sports 36 19  5 12  76  62 43
Halesowen 36 18  6 12  97  74 42
Shrewsbury Reserves 36 17  7 12  89  73 41
Worcester Reserves 36 17  4 15  93  87 38
Lye Town 36 14  8 14  79  90 36
Wolves “A” 36 13  6 17  69  73 32
Wellington 36 12  5 19  61  92 29
Bloxwich Strollers 36 10  6 20  51  96 26
Cradley Heath 36  9  7 20  63  94 25
Aston Villa “A” 36 10  5 21  60  93 25
Whitwick Colliery 36  8  6 22  86 126 22
Boldmere St Michael’s 36  8  1 27  47 123 17
Walsall “A” 36  5  5 26  43  95 15

Supporters’ Club Refuses To Support 
Borough FC
No Donation To Cover Manor Park Rent
After criticism of secrecy surrounding the financial affairs of 
Nuneaton Borough FC, the Supporters’ Club, at their annual 
meeting on Friday decided not to make any allocation to the 
football club from its surplus totalling £387 18s. 7d.

Last year the Supporters’ Club donated £400 to the parent 
club and disbursed another £104 9s. 7d. to good causes.

A letter from the Borough FC seeking assistance “during a 
difficult period,” hoped the Supporters’ Club would give 
favourable consideration to a request for a donation to meet 
the Borough Council’s outstanding account for £101 16s. 
ground rent at Manor Park.

Precarious Position
The letter referred to a “precarious financial position” due 
to a heavy decline in gates at home fixtures. It stated that 
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gate receipts were £1,137 18s. 11d. down – £3,023 17s. 9d. 
as against £4,161 16s. 9d the previous season, while season 
ticket revenue showed a drop of £87 5s.

When it was suggested that the letter should be referred to 
the committee and dealt with at the next general meeting, 
Mr A. Barnett (secretary) pointed out that, according to the 
Supporters’ Club rules, the allocation of surplus funds should 
be dealt with at the annual meeting.

A member remarked it would have been far better had the 
Borough FC made the request to the Supporters’ Club in the 
first place instead of asking, and being refused, relief of the 
ground rent by the Borough Council.

Mr R. Sheen (vice-chairman) commented it was rather 
unfortunate that the Borough FC had never disclosed what 
profit, if any, it made on the transfer of two players during the 
season. Another member thought nothing should be done until 
it was seen whether the Borough FC published a balance sheet.

It was decided by 26 votes to 8 not to make a donation to 
meet the ground rent. Another proposition that £100 be 
handed to the Borough FC was defeated by 19 votes to 18.

Mr Barnett pointed out that the Supporters’ Club raised money 
at Manor Park by premission of the directors. If the directors 
were in a financial mess it was their duty to help them out of 
it, but he hoped that, next season, they would have more co-
operation and open-handedness from the directors.

Both the chairman, Mr W. Sutton and Mr Sheen, referred to 
a new scheme which the Supporters’ Club had in hand for 
helping the parent club. Details, they said, would be announced 
later and it was hoped that everyone would be satisfied. Mr 
Sutton was re-elected chairman and Mr Sheen as secretary, 
thanks being expressed to the retiring secretary, Mr Barnett.

Season Review 1952-53
Centre-forward And Right-winger Badly Needed

Borough’s return to the Birmingham League has proved one 
thing – that even though is has won none of the trophies 
associated with the competition, the club is still one of the 
most consistent performers in Midland junior professional 
football circles. They finished fifth in the league and reached 
two cup finals.

As in past seasons in the Birmingham Combination the team 
was extremely useful though not quite good enough to carry 
off any of the honours. It was largely a question of so near 
and yet so far.

To have reached the finals of the Birmingham Senior Cup 
and the Maserfield Cup was no mean performance; and it is 
quite likely that but for their hectic end-of-the-season rush of 
league fixtures, brought about by their long runs in the Senior 
and Maserfield Cups, they might, quite conceivably, have 
carried off the runners-up trophy.

In face of all the difficulties with which the team has had to 
contend, it has proved one of the best in the league.

Freimanis Blow
A difficult season it certainly has been. The first big blow 
came when goalscoring Eddie Freimanis was laid low by 
illness before the half-way stage had been reached. There can 
be no doubt at all that he was badly missed.

Phillips, who took his place as leader of the attack, could not 
settle down there. Then came his injury. After several weeks’ 
absence he returned to occupy his old position at inside right 
against Lye on April 23 and celebrated by scoring a hat-trick. 
But that game proved his last appearance of the season 
because of knee trouble.

Thus Borough were deprived of the services of two of their 
most prolific goalscorers – a fact which cannot be overlooked.

The signing of Briscoe and Raynes as part of the Upton 
transfer deal helped matters only temporarily, for coming to 
the club at a time when there were matches practically every 
other day their value was appreciably reduced. The keenness 
of their play soon disappeared.

Biggest Weakness
The biggest weakness in the team was at outside right. 
Morrow failed to settle down on the wing after a season at 
inside-forward with Lockheed. It was not until he took over 
the inside position that he settled down and proved his value.

Tinkler had a few reasonably fair games on the right wing, 
but was obviously out of position there and with the arrival of 
Raynes he gradually disappeared from the scene.

Generally speaking Borough were well served in defence, 
with George Mason and Arthur Barber the king-pins. Stan 
Smith completely lost his form mid-season, but once out of 
the rut he came back to play in his best style. Whitcroft also 
went out of favour for a fairly lengthy period, yet returned to 
play better than before.

Frank Upton took Whitcroft’s place and quickly made a mark. 
It was obvious that this local lad was destined for league 
football and his subsequent transfer to Northampton Town 
was a natural sequel to the rapid progress he made.

Undoubtedly he was the find of the season. Howells left 
early in the season for the Wolves. Belcher had several good 
games, but with the return of Stan Smith to the side had few 
more first team games until the end of the season.

Cashmore, either at right or left back, is a young player who 
served the club very well. A tremendous worker, a fast and 
keen tackler, his one big fault has been his kicking. If he can 
improve on this in the close season the club need not look 
much further for a full back.

In the latter part of the season Insley, the former Hednesford 
player, rendered good service at left back and occasionally at 
centre-half.
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Attack The Problem
By and large, then, the defence did not do too badly. The 
forward line was the real problem. Deprived of the services 
of Freimanis and Phillips for so long, it lacked punch near 
goal, as well as inches. Against tall defenders they were often 
firmly held.

Charlie Evans schemed well; Morrow had many really good 
performances to his credit. Perry proved most tantalising. At 
his best he had no superior in the league, his pace and terrific 
left-foot shooting was often the despair of opposing defences. 
Lack of consistency has always been his main trouble. He can 
play brilliantly and equally badly.

Mason And Barber
The outstanding performers have been Mason and Barber. 
The veteran Coventry City pivot proved his value all along the 
line, his great experience being of inestimable value to his 
side. In the air he was supreme. Always a good goalkeeper, 
Barber played better than ever, he and Mason developing an 
almost perfect understanding. How often they came to the 
rescue of their side.

What are the needs for next season? Unquestionably a centre-
forward and outside-right. They are the first essentials. But 
there should be no hesitation in signing other players as well. 
Healthy competition does good.

The club’s record in all games was:

P53, W29, D6, L18, F119, A79

Their league record was:

P36, W19, D6, L12, F81, A50, Pts 43

Borough Sign Three Burton 
Albion Players
Nuneaton Borough have announced the signing of a number 
of new players – both professionals and amateurs.

The professionals whose signatures have been obtained are: 

Kenneth Meredith, outside right from Burton Albion, regarded 
as one of the best wingers in the League. Played for Albion 
against Borough in last season’s duels between the two clubs. 
Aged 26, he was formerly with Stoke City.

M. Snowball, full-back, also with Burton Albion last season. 
Aged 25, 5ft. 10ins., he was formerly with Millwall and is on 
that club’s list at £1,000. Played for Burton against Borough 
last season.

Donald Smith, inside forward. Aged 22, 5ft. 10ins. Was also 
with Burton Albion last season. Also had experience with 
Birmingham City and Dudley Town.

T. Begley, half-back. Has been with Coventry City as a part-
time professional for the past four seasons and played 

regularly in the London Combination XI. Aged 27, 5ft. 10ins. 
Was recommended by George Mason.

After Other Players
Negotiations are proceeding with other players, some 
with Football League experience, chiefly a centre-forward, 
another inside-forward and a left winger. Further signatures 
are expected as soon as the players are free from their 
present agreements.

Other players include: 
J. Bottrill, inside-forward, Newdigate Colliery FC; M. Hartopp, 
inside-forward, Modern Machines, Coventry. R. Bullock and 
G. Bradley, forwards and promising young local players 
who were with Stockingford AA FC last season. J. Goodyer, 
promising young local centre half, who represented the local 
Bible Class League last season.

Re-Signed
Last season’s players who have re-signed for the club are: 
Barber, Woolner, Cashmore, Insley, Bond, Scattergood, Stan 
Smith, Mason, Whitcroft, H. Upton, H. Morrow, Evans, Perry, 
Greenfield, Townsend and Taylor.

Borough FC’s New Chairman
Mr Reg Carris is the new 
chairman of Borough FC 
directors.

He succeeds Mr Harry Watkins, 
who recently resigned on the 
grounds of ill-health and who 
has been elected a life member 
of the club in recognition of his 
long and valuable service.

Two More Borough Signings
Borough FC have announced two more signings yesterday – a 
centre-forward and an outside-left.

The centre-forward is Edmund Davies, who started his 
football career with the Arsenal. After two seasons there he 
was transferred to Queen’s Park Rangers.

Last season he played with Birmingham League champions 
Oswestry Town and scored 33 goals, three of which were 
against the Borough in December.

Davies, aged 26, is 5ft. 101/2ins. tall and weighs 12 stone. 
A Welshman, he will reside in Nuneaton during the football 
season.

The outside-left is William Jessop. He is 28 and was with 
Preston North End for four seasons before being transferred 
to Wrexham.

It was reported that Cyril Phillips should be out of hospital 
at the weekend. Eddie Freimanis’ health is improving and he 
hopes to be able to return home about Christmas.
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King’s Lynn Forward For 
Borough
It has been announced that George 
Catleugh, the King’s Lynn inside-
forward will play for Borough next 
season.

Catleugh, who will complete his 
national service at the end of the 
month, was a regular member of 
the King’s Lynn side last season and 
played in the games against the 

Borough last Easter. It is understood that Derby County were 
anxious to secure his services.

Former Nuneaton Town Footballer Dies
A former Nuneaton Town and Hinckley footballer, Mr Ernest 
Charles Spicer, has died aged 57. He played for Hinckley on 
the Holywell at a time when the United had a remarkable run 
of successes in the Birmingham Combination.

Spicer was a right winger who joined Hinckley from Nuneaton 
Town and fitted in to a famous forward line of which the other 
members were Emmin Dunn, Wally Winterton, Vic Wright, and 
Hughie Ford. Bob Craig was captain of the side.

Mr Spicer, whose home was in Druid Street, Hinckley, worked 
for A. Jeffcote Limited. He was a well-known member of 
Hinckley and District Constitutional Club.
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Lockheed — Preliminary Round
Nuneaton made the journey to 
Leamington to face Lockheed in a 
preliminary round FA Cup tie.
Lockheed: Thacker; Aldridge and Tooze; 
D. French, Keeble and Stubbs; Shaw, 
Fletcher, Rowstron, M. French and Day.

Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; 
Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Phillips, Freimanis, Howells and Perry

Borough were their own worst enemy 
in this game, as having established 
a 2-0 lead, they sat back and had 
Lockheed been better finishers, a 
replay might have been necessary.

Borough won the game on merit 
and should have won by a wider 
margin against a team which worked 
reasonably well in midfield, but sadly 
lacked marksmen. Having established 
a 2-0 lead Borough tried to toy with the 
opposition and were made to struggle.

In the first-half Lockheed did most 
of the pressing, but it was Borough’s 
attack which played the football most 
likely to produce goals. The ball was 
kept on the move and the line always 
looked dangerous.

Two goals were a just reward for the 
efforts put in. Morrow and Freimanis 
were the scorers. It should have been 
three, for Freimanis laid on a sitter for 
young Howells. A perfect through pass 
sent the inside-left clean away. He only 
had to pick his spot in the net, but shot 
against the outside of the post.

Afterwards, Freimanis and Phillips 
apart, the forwards lost their thrust – 
because they became too fussy and far 
too individualistic. Over-elaboration 
was the cause of many breakdowns 
when the Lockheed defence was in 
sore trouble, and chance after chance 
was lost.

In this respect Howells and Morrow 
were the chief offenders. They often 
lost the ball through over-dribbling, 
which was a pity as Freimanis looked 
good for more goals, with only bad luck 
preventing him from getting two more.

When Borough’s direct tactics changed 

after the break, it was inevitable that 
Lockheed should come more into 
the game. Wing-halves Stubbs and 
D. French began to boot the ball hard 
upfield and Borough’s defence was 
found plenty to do. It was probably 
fortunate that Lockheed finished so 
badly or they might have forced a 
replay, which would have been more 
than they deserved. They did manage a 
goal nine minutes from the end, when 
Rowstrom headed into the net.

Hednesford Town — 1st 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton made the journey to The 
Cross Keys to face Hednesford Town in 
a 1st Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Hednesford: Cooper; Newbold and Hill; 
Brazier, Insley and Corbett; Titley, Cann, 
Jones, Walsh and Wypler.

Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; 
Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry

Never have Borough had a better 
chance of making progress in the 
competition than they did on the Cross 
Keys’ ground. For after withstanding 
Hednesford’s early attempts to shock 
them into defeat, and, in the process 
conceding a goal, Borough gradually 
settled down to play much the more 
convincing football, and it was poetic 
justice that Freimanis should have 
levelled the scores with another perfect 
header five minutes before half-time.

Practically throughout the second half 
Borough called the tune and often had 
the Hednesford defence in dire straits. 
Twice in the early minutes of the half 
Freimanis, the best forward on view, 
missed giving Borough the lead by 
inches only.

Attack after attack was launched upon 
the home goal, but it was not bad luck 
that afterwards prevented the visitors 
from clinching the issue. It was bad 
play, pure and simple.

There was plenty of good football 
from both sides in the first-half. Both 
goals had narrow escapes; but I can 
recall only one second-half shot 

which really troubled Barber. At the 
other end Cooper was often in fear, 
finding himself in the most awkward 
of situations. It was odd that whereas 
in the first session the Borough attack 
was much stronger than the defence, 
the reverse should have been the case 
afterwards.

Early on the defence was anything 
but convincing on the greasy turf and 
seemed much too prone to retreat 
in the teeth of pressure. During this 
period it was fortunate that Stan Smith 
should have stood his ground so firmly. 
Randle often sliced his clearances, 
while neither Bond nor Whitcroft 
seemed able to put an effective check 
on Walsh and Cann.

Fortunately the storm was weathered 
and the home side slowly but surely 
faded out. The result was that in the 
second half, the Borough defence 
found no great difficulty in keeping on 
top and precious little was seen of the 
Hednesford attack.

Hednesford opened the scoring in the 
eighth minute when they got a corner 
on the right. Titley’s flag kick was 
headed towards goal by Cann. Barber, 
in attempting to punch clear, did not 
get his fist squarely to the ball, which 
went loose to outside left Wypler, who, 
from an unmarked position slammed 
home an unstoppable shot.

Freimanis’ equaliser five minutes 
before the interval also came from a 
corner on the  right. The centre-forward 
stood yards behind those immediately 
in front of the net. Phillips’ kick came 
across; Freimanis dashed in at full 
speed and the ball was in the net like a 
flash, via his head.

Morrow and Phillips will both still be 
wondering how they missed a sitter 
of a chance in the first minute of the 
game when Freimanis had pulled the 
Hednesford defenders over to the left 
of the goal and when he squared the 
ball, there were Morrow and Phillips 
standing right in front of a yawning 
open goal. Both of them completely 
missed the ball.
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Hednesford Town — 1st 
Qualifying Round Replay
Nuneaton welcomed Hednesford Town 
to Manor Park for a 1st Qualifying 
Round FA Cup replay.
Borough: Barber; Randle and Cashmore; 
Bond, Smith and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Phillips, Freimanis, Evans and Perry

Hednesford: Cooper; Newbold and Insley; 
Brazier, Dew and Corbett; Donnelly, Cann, 
Jones, Walsh and Walker.

In the first minute, a centre from 
Morrow was miskicked by Dew, but 
goalkeeper Cooper beat Freimanis to 
the ball. At the other end, Barber was 
called upon to save from Brazier.

From early play, it appeared that 
both sides were having difficulty in 
controlling the ball, and defenders 
were constantly slicing their kicks.

Borough swept into the attack and 
Freimanis put a long ball down the 
centre for Perry, but the visitors’ 
goalkeeper gained possession before 
the outside left could reach it. Then 
Phillips rounded Walsh and centred, 
but Freimanis slipped in going for 
the ball. Then the crowd roared as 
Freimanis jumped high above the rest 
of the field to head a Perry lob towards 
goal. Cooper, somehow managed to 
scramble the ball over the bar.

A mistake by Randle gave the visitors 
the lead after 19 minutes against the 
run of play. Outside-left Walker was 
allowed to go through unchallenged, 
and as Barber advanced to meet 
him, he lobbed the ball over the 
goalkeeper’s head and into the net.

Around this time Borough’s attack 
looked disjointed and the visitors came 
more into the picture with a series of 
crisp, short passing movements.

Perry was a source of trouble to the 
Hednesford defenders with his speed 
on the wing, but several times he was 
guilty of pushing the ball too far ahead 
of himself. He was off the field injured 
for several minutes after being tackled 
heavily during one of his bursts.

Morrow was spoiling many Nuneaton 

moves by delaying his pass and over 
elaboration. Perry hit the angle of the 
woodwork, and then Morrow caused 
Cooper an anxious moment with a long 
dropping shot. The visitors’ goalkeeper 
was still being kept busy when half-
time arrived.

For the first five minutes of the half it 
was all Hednesford. Corbett crashed 
in a terrific free-kick which dropped 
Randle who was lining up with the other 
Borough defenders. Corbett went off 
for treatment. With ten men Borough 
stormed into the attack, but Freimanis 
completely missed a Morrow cross. 
Then Perry ran half the length of the 
field. His final effort, however, dropped 
tamely into the goalkeeper’s arms.

Randle returned after six minutes, and 
splendidly halted a dangerous looking 
thrust down the Hednesford left-wing. 
But he was obviously feeling the effects 
of his injury, was twice beaten, and 
then was moved to the right wing. 
Morrow went inside, with Phillips 
and Bond right-half and  right-back 
respectively.

Bond fired in a free-kick from outside 
the penalty area, but Cooper was well-
placed to receive the shot. 

In a Hednesford breakaway, Jones 
hit a Nuneaton post with Barber well 
beaten. Fortunately, Bond was on the 
spot to clear a nasty looking situation.

After 62 minutes, Randle had to be 
carried off, suffering from concussion.

Shortly after, Borough gave the 
crowd new hope with a well deserved 
equaliser. Morrow crossed the ball into 
the area and Perry hit it first time into 
the net.

Their delight was short-lived, however, 
for Jones put the visitors ahead three 
minutes later. In the next minute, 
Evans, from close range, fired in a 
terrific shot which hit Cooper and the 
ball was scrambled clear. It was a lucky 
escape for Hednesford.

Borough’s hopes were dashed to the 
ground when, within two minutes – in 
the 80th and 81st minutes – outside left 
Walker notched a couple of smartly-
taken goals, which left the issue 
beyond doubt.

Afterwards the play became scrappy 
and Nuneaton, with their ten men, 
were forced on the defensive. Only 
a fine save by Barber from Jones 
prevented a further goal.

Picture of the Borough team taken before their FA Cup game at Lockheed. Reading left to right 
are: Back row: Randle, Cashmore, Barber, Bond, Smith, Whitcroft.
Front row: Morrow, Phillips, Freimanis, Howells and Perry. Photo: Nuneaton Observer
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Birmingham League: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1952-53   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.23 Oswestry Town   H L 2-0 Evans, Perry
08.25 Bedworth Town  H ROC 0-1 
08.30 Brierley Hill Alliance A L 0-3 
09.01 Worcester City A LCC 2-3 Whitcroft, Chapman
09.06 Worcester City Res H L 1-2 Phillips
09.08 Dudley Town H BSC 1 2-0 Phillips, Freimanis
09.13 Lockheed A FAC P 2-1 Morrow, Freimanis
09.20 Aston Villa “A” H L 4-2 Freimanis, Perry (2), Phillips
09.27 Hednesford Town A FAC1Q 1-1 Freimanis
10.02 Hednesford Town H FAC1Qr  2-5 Perry, Freimanis
10.04 Cradley Heath A L 4-0 Freimanis (3), Evans
10.11 Walsall Wood H BSC 2 6-1 Phillips (2), C. Evans (3), Tinkler
10.18 Shrewsbury Town Res H L 6-0 Freimanis (3), Tinklin (2), Perry
10.25 Bloxwich Strollers A L 1-1 Phillips
11.01 Whitwick Colliery H L 6-2 Phillips, Perry (2), Freimanis (2), Evans
11.15 Stourbridge H BSC 3 4-2 Evans (2 pens), Freimanis, Perry
11.22 Kidderminster Harriers H L 3-0 Freimanis (2), Evans
11.29 Aston Villa “A” A** L 1-4 Evans
12.06 Walsall Reserves H L 1-0 Phillips
12.13 Lye Town A L 4-0 Evans, Phillips, Whitcroft, Upton
12.20 Halesowen Town H L 0-0 
12.26 Burton Albion H L 3-1 Whitcroft, Perry
12.27 Oswestry Town   A L 2-5 Phillips, Upton
01.03 Burton Albion A MC 1 3-2 Upton, Phillips, Perry
01.10 Hereford United Res H L 0-3 
01.17 Hinckley Athletic H BSC SF 5-1 Morrow (2), Tinkler, Evans, Phillips
01.24 Lye Town H MC 2 3-0 Morrow (3)
01.31 Bloxwich Strollers H L 3-1 Phillips, Evans (2)
02.14 Cradley Heath H L 2-2 Morrow, Phillips
02.21 Brierley Hill Alliance A MC 3 1-0 Tinkler
02.28 Halesowen Town A L 0-2 
03.07 Boldmere St.Michaels H L 5-1 Evans, Prothero (2), Phillips (2)
03.14 Wellington Town Res H L 3-0 Morrow, Briscoe (2) 3100
03.21 Brierley Hill Alliance A*** BSC F 1-2 Phillips 4000
03.28 Kidderminster Harriers A L 0-1 
03.30 Whitwick Colliery A L 1-1 Morgan
04.03 Burton Albion A L 2-1 Briscoe, Morrow 6553
04.04 Kings Lynn A CC F 1-5 Briscoe
04.06 Boldmere St.Michaels A L 4-0 Perry (2), Evans, Morrow
04.07 Kings Lynn H NHC F 2-1 Raynes, Tinkler 3572
04.09 Whitwick Colliery H MC SF 3-1 Not Known
04.11 Walsall Reserves H L 6-0 Briscoe (3), Raynes, Morrow, Smith
04.13 Lye Town H L 7-1 Phillips (3), Evans (2), Perry, Briscoe
04.15 Wolves “A” A** L 1-1 Evans
04.18 Wellington Town Res A L 2-0 Briscoe, Perry
04.20 Brush Sports H L 2-1 Evans, Briscoe 2124
04.22 Hereford United Res A L 1-3 Raynes
04.24 Walsall   H MC F 0-2  3496
04.25 Wolves “A” H L 0-3 
04.27 Brush Sports A L 1-2 Smith
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Birmingham League: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1952-53   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
04.30 Brierley Hill Alliance H L 3-2 
05.02 Worcester City Res A L 0-4 
05.02 W.B.A.Reserves  H F 1-3  575
? Shrewsbury Town Res H L 0-1

KEY:   L = Birmingham League,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup,  ROC = Railway Orphans’ Cup, 
LCC = League Challenge Cup,  MC = Maserfield Cup,  CC = Culey Cup,  NHC = Nuneaton Hospital Cup, 
F = Friendly (Billy Bond Testimonial Game)
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Wealth Of Talent On View At  
Manor Park
After Nuneaton Borough’s trial match at Manor Park on 
Saturday, no-one could have envied the task of the directors 
in choosing the side for the opening match of the season 
against Aston Villa A.

Such was the wealth of talent on view that the problem 
was not who to put in, but who to leave out. In a number of 
positions, players were seen of almost equal ability.

Morrow Outstanding
Take for instance the inside forward positions – positions 
which have frequently caused concern in post-war years. Last 
season’s pair, Hughie Morrow and Charlie Evans, with Geoff 
Wright, the new signing from Walsall, showed such good 
form that all deserved their places in the side. Morrow, in 
particular, was outstanding, revealing all his old cleverness 
and skill.

In fact, members of last season’s “old brigade” figured as 
prominently as the newcomers. Special mention must be 
made of Stan Smith, tireless as usual at wing-half, Owen 
Cashmore, quick-footed as ever at full-back, and the 
evergreen Billy Bond.

How long has it been since George Mason allowed an 
opposing centre-forward to notch five goals? Ages, if at all, 
I should imagine. But that is what happened in this game 
when new centre-forward, Eddie Davies, formerly of Oswestry 
went “nap.”

Don’t take the matter too seriously, however, Mason was 
never at full stretch, while Davies was always trying hard to 
create a favourable impression. Neither be too concerned 
about the quality of the defence. Just because “Blues” 
beat “Reds” 8-2, it is no real indication that the defence will 
be weak. Quite a number of the goals could be attributed 
to errors by the two young goalkeepers, Weston and 
Chamberlain. Last season’s goalkeepers, Barber and Woolner, 
who were unable to play because they were holidaying, will 
definitely tighten things up.

Speedy Jessop
Of the newcomers, Bill Jessop, from Wrexham, caught the eye 
on the left wing, with his speedy runs and accurate centres. 
What a pity it was Mick Perry was not playing so that their 
styles could have been compared.

Meredith, of Burton Albion, on the other wing was effective 
while Richards (West Bromwich Albion and Stafford), another 
right-winger, also impressed.

Eddie Thornton made a welcome return to Manor Park after 
being off last season with a back injury. He emerged with 
distinction, as did young centre-half Harry Upton, whose only 
mistake was to put through his own goal.

1953-54

Nuneaton Borough’s team which beat Aston Villa A in the opening 
match of the season at Manor Park on Saturday. Left to right (standing): 
B. Wannacott (trainer), Cashmore, Smith, Barber, Mason, Whitcroft, 
Snowball, Mr P. Osborne (secretary). Seated: Richards, Wright, Davies, 
Morrow, Jessop.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Nuneaton Borough v Aston Villa A 22-08-1953 
Borough: Barber; Snowball and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Richards, Morrow, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Aston Villa A to Manor Park for the 
opening Birmingham League fixture of 1953-54.

Borough’s display in their opening game did not inspire 
confidence. Against a side that was reduced to ten men for 
practically the whole of the game, they scrambled through 
with a marked lack of cohesion in much of their play. It was 
in fact typical “end of season” soccer rather than a fresh, 
exhilarating start to a new campaign.

Quite the most amazing thing was when Villa centre-half 
Proudler, was sent off by the referee. Twenty-five minutes 
earlier, he had received a cut over the eye in a collision 
and went to hospital for treatment. Within two minutes 
of returning to the field, he was concerned in an incident 
with Borough right-back Snowball and the referee had no 
hesitation in ordering him off. The official reported afterwards 
that the offence was “deliberately kicking an opponent.”

Ten-man Villa fought pluckily and at times gave Borough 
a lesson in the art of passing. By contrast, the home side 
seldom seemed capable of a telling, concerted movement, 
and much of their passing frequently went astray.

Watson in the Villa goal made many masterly saves, and it 
was not until 35 minutes after the start that Borough were 
able to take the lead. Then, in one of the brighter incidents, 
Davies headed home a Morrow centre.

Wright and Davies added further goals in the second half. 
Hereabouts, Borough’s play improved slightly, but not 
sufficiently to be of the desired standard.

Barber, as usual, was safe in Borough’s goal. The remainder 
of the defence had a pretty easy time against a four-pronged 
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attack, though Snowball had some early anxious moments 
against a quick-moving Villa left wing.

Most members of the attack did useful work individually, but 
generally speaking they never moulded themselves into a 
dangerous-looking force.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 24-08-1953 
Borough: Barber; Snowball and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Meredith, Morrow, Davies, Wright and Perry.
Brush: Newball; Hanford and Hollis; Barker, Hodges and Holland; 
Naylor, Morley, Wilson, Smith and Carrington.

Borough welcomed Brush Sports to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

A goal scored two minutes from time by outside-right 
Meredith, who put the finishing touch to a Perry header, 
gave Borough the points they richly deserved. Throughout, 
Borough had completely outplayed their opponents and yet 
had been unable to get the goal that would give them victory.

The reasons for this included some tenacious defending 
by the Brush defenders, some splendid saves by Newball 
and that luck did not run Borough’s way. When the goal did 
come – and how patiently home supporters waited for it – it 
was just reward for the all-round supremacy Borough had 
shown. Borough’s performance was a great improvement on 
Saturday’s showing.

Right from the start they dictated the course of the game and 
pushed the Brush into their own goalmouth for long periods. 
Borough revealed more method and cohesion in attack, 
where Meredith and Perry took over the wing positions from 
Richards and Jessop.

For the most part it was a case of the Borough’s attack 
against the Brush defence and the first-half was more than 
half-way through before the visitors had their first real look at 
the home side’s goal. Then, George Mason came to the rescue 
by turning the ball wide of an untenanted net.

The second-half was a repetition of the first with Borough in 
complete command. Shots from all the forwards were fired 
from all angles, but Newball was equal to everything which 
came his way. Even Mason came up to join in the onslaught 
without success.

Then, just when it seemed that Borough’s victory bid was 
to be thwarted. Cashmore sent a high ball upfield to Perry, 
whose header was forced home by Meredith. The goal atoned 
for two earlier misses by the outside-right, whose play was 
noteworthy for some accurate crosses.

Once again Borough’s defence functioned creditably – it has 
given nothing away so far. Morrow and Wright were the pick 
of the attack, though the latter was not always as accurate 
in his shooting as he might have been, being too prone at 
putting the ball over the bar. Davies worked constructively 
and Perry, after an uncertain start, often outstripped the 
visitors’ defence.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 29-08-1953 
Borough: Barber; Snowball and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Jessop, Morrow, Davies, Wright and Perry.
Brierley Hill: Billingsley; Pestridge and Boyden; Holmes, Lewis and 
Poyner; Clements, Pollard, Maiden, Corbett and Smith.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

A brilliant last-minute goal by Hughie Morrow saved Borough 
from defeat on Saturday. Twice in the lead, Borough were 
pegged back each time, and when the visitors went ahead 
eight minutes from time it looked as though they were going 
to get away with both points. The score remained 3-2 in 
Brierley’s favour until the last minute – when Morrow saved 
the game for his side with a truly glorious goal.

The move originated on the left-wing. Perry started it with 
a push inside to Wright. The latter slipped the ball through 
the middle to Morrow. The little inside-right was after it like 
a flash. Caught too square and wide, Pestridge and Boyden 
the full-backs, tore in on Morrow from both sides. Goalkeeper 
Billingsley also raced out of goal.

Morrow reacted to the situation with great speed and before 
either the backs or goalkeeper reached him, he lifted the ball 
over Billingsley’s head and into the empty net with almost 
uncanny accuracy. A great cheer greeted the goal, not only 
because it saved the game for the Borough but because it 
was a really wonderful piece of opportunism.

Borough took the lead when, after 30 minutes, Davies pushed 
a ball back to Jessop who from well out on the right wing 
beat Billingsley with a beautiful left foot drive which nestled 
in the far corner of the net. Brierley Hill equalised after 
Barber conceded a corner in saving full-length from a right-
wing drive. Smith’s corner kick – an inswinger – eluded the 
Borough defence, and was headed through by Clements.

Borough regained the lead straight after the break when 
Davies pushed the ball through the middle for Morrow to 
race through, evade a tackle by Lewis, and then turn the ball 
out of Billingsley’s reach into the net. Brierley Hill equalised 
after 53 minutes when, Smith got away on the left and pulled 
his centre back to Pollard, whose well-placed low drive had 
Barber well beaten. With only eight minutes to a left-wing 
move ended in Corbett giving Brierley the lead with a hard 
drive and on 89 minutes came Morrow’s dramatic equaliser.

 Brush Sports v Nuneaton Borough 31-08-1953 
Brush Sports: Newball; Hanford and Hollis; Barber, Hodges and Halland; 
Naylor, Smith, Kelly, Carrington and Wilson.
Borough: Barber; Snowball and Cashmore; Smith, Mason and Insley; 
Richards, Morrow, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Loughborough to face Brush 
Sports in a Birmingham League encounter.

It was little short of a tragedy that six minutes from the end of 
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this game on Monday night, that Barber, after a magnificent 
display in goal, should have been beaten by one of his 
colleagues, George Mason putting through his own net during 
a desperate goalmouth struggle which followed the last of 
five consecutive Brush corner kicks.

Just a minute before putting past Barber, Mason had saved a 
certain goal when he headed the ball over his own bar. It was 
a shame that Barber had to be beaten in this way, as it was 
only his brilliant work in the first-half, when he side shaped 
very poorly, that saved the visitors from being two or three 
goals behind at the interval, for after a bright start during 
which both Morrow and Stan Smith went very close to giving 
them the lead, Borough faded right out of the picture and 
their defence was given an almost non-stop hammering.

Borough showed great improvement in the second half and 
from then until the end it became a battle royal in which 
neither side gave or asked for any quarter. The visitors, for the 
first time in the game, really played as a team. In the first-half 
they just couldn’t find each other with their passes, which, 
in any case, were far too in the air, thus giving the tall Brush 
defenders an advantage. In the second half it was a different 
story; Borough really buckled in and the speed at which the 
ball swept from end to end almost had the crowd dizzy.

A quarter-of-an-hour from the finish, Borough took the lead. 
Morrow slipped the ball through to Davies who, though 
challenged, turned the ball across and in front of goalkeeper 
Newball into the far corner of the net. And then six minutes 
from the end, came George Mason’s own goal.

Borough earned a point because of Barber and their 
improved second-half exhibition. But they may not again get 
away so lightly, if they produce any more stuff like they did in 
the first session, when only Barber saved them

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 03-09-1953 

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for the 
final of the Railway Orphans’ Cup.

The two sides battled out a 0-0 draw and shared the trophy.

 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res. 05-09-1953 
Borough: Barber; Begley and Snowball; Smith, Mason and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Evans, Davies, Wright and Jessop.
Worcester: Drinkwater; Hassall and Spencer; Swann, Jones and 
Chapman; Wright, Bedford, Canning, Hughes and Friel.

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League game.

Borough showed an improvement in attack with the re-
introduction of Charlie Evans at inside-right, Morrow moving 
on to the wing in the absence through injury of Meredith. 
Wright did not have a particularly good match at inside-left 
and often lost the ball through slowness on the turn. Davies 
displayed industry, yet often held the ball for too long.

On the whole the defence was not over-taxed for Worcester 

were a poor side and did not require a great deal of holding. 
Borough might have done better had they been allowed 
to, for the Worcester defenders never neglected to get 
themselves out of trouble by either using their hands or 
obstructing their opponents.

Yet, Borough showed more ideas in this game, but they 
will need to show further improvement if they are to go on 
avoiding defeat. The home side, after a first-half in which they 
enjoyed 90 per cent of the play, yet had nothing to show for 
it, went ahead two minutes before half-time when Wright put 
Davies through. Goalkeeper Drinkwater appeared to kick the 
ball against the centre-forward who followed the loose ball 
into an empty net.

The other goal came shortly afterwards when Evans took 
advantage of a partial clearance to net with a neatly placed 
cross-shot. About five minutes from the end George Mason 
sustained a cut on the head and had to go to hospital to have 
the wound stitched.

George Mason’s Future
Has George Mason given up 
football or will he play again? 
The Observer understands 
that George, following his head 
injury against Worcester City 
Reserves, has been advised to 
rest from the game in view of 
the fact that he has taken over 
licensed premises in Coventry.

He has indicated to the Borough Club that his new 
venture must now take precedence over football.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res 07-09-1953 
Borough: Barber; Begley and Snowball; Smith, H. Upton and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Evans, Davies, Wright and Jessop.
Shrewsbury: Clows; Davies and Butler; Davis, Dickinson and Wallace; 
McGuire, Darbyshire, Brown, Rafferty and Loughrane.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League game.

Borough’s performance on Monday evening was far from 
convincing – and Shrewsbury were far from being a good 
side. Borough should have won comfortably enough yet to 
the bitter end they had to struggle to collect both points.

Not only was there a lack of finish – in spite of the fact that 
they scored four – but the defence was weakened by the 
absence of George Mason. Defensive blunders were certainly 
the reason for two if not all three of the visitors’ goals.

Barber was not the direct cause of these mistakes; the trouble 
was caused before the ball reached him. Even so I thought he 
might have prevented two of the goals. The fact is, of course, 
that an uncertain defence can upset the confidence of even 
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the best of goalkeepers, for he can be forced into making 
errors which otherwise would not have been made.

While it is a fact that George Mason’s cool head might have 
had a much more steadying influence on the defence, Upton 
did not have a bad match, and shows distinct promise.

Borough took the lead after 11 minutes when Smith lofted the 
ball into the middle. Wright seized upon the ball and lifted it 
over the advancing goalkeeper’s head into the untenanted 
net. Shrewsbury levelled the scores in the 32nd minute when 
another high ball, this time into the Borough goalmouth, 
found centre-forward Brown who drove the ball past Barber.

Shortly after half-time, from a Whitcroft centre, Wright 
scored a goal, almost identical to his first, again lifting the 
ball over Clows’ head as he came out of goal. At 53 minutes 
Shrewsbury again drew level. While Snowball stopped to 
appeal for offside, the Shrewsbury right-winger went on 
unchallenged. He shot for the far post. Barber got to the ball 
but failed to clear it and Brown forced the ball over the line.

In the 58the minute a Shrewsbury defender handled a 
Morrow shot in the penalty area. Jessop made no bones at all 
about the penalty kick, slamming the ball hard into the net 
with his left foot.

Fourteen minutes later Morrow made it 4-2 when he put 
through following a terrific struggle in the Shrewsbury 
goalmouth. Then, five minutes from the end, another 
defensive blunder enabled McGuire to add Shrewsbury’s third 
goal. Yes, Borough won – but they will have to do much better 
than this on opponents’ grounds.

Hughes And Borough FC
Glentoran, the Irish League club, has decided not to 
release their centre-half, Tommy Hughes, to play for 
Nuneaton Borough.

Information to this effect was conveyed to the Borough 
FC directors at their meeting this week.

Glentoran directors have decided to circularise League 
and non-league clubs to the effect that they are prepared 
to accept offers for Hughes’ transfer.

If this attitude is persisted in, Borough will be out of the 
hunt for Hughes’ services as the club is not in a position 
to pay a transfer fee.

It is understood that Hughes, who is now living in 
Stockingford, is desirous of playing for the Borough as he 
prefers to work and play part-time football to joining a 
League club.

Latest information is that Borough officials and Hughes 
were in telephonic communication on Wednesday with 
the president of the Glentoran Club and that Hughes has 
also written to the club stating that it is not his intention 
to go into League football.

 Wellington Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 12-09-1953 
Wellington: Parton; Gorman and Humphries; Woolley, Smith and 
Walford; Skull, Barton, Williams, Heath and Ford.
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Snowball; Smith, H. Upton and 
Whitcroft; Morrow, Catleugh, Cooper, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Wellington Town Reserves for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough should have won this game, but could easily have 
lost – because in the face of second half “hit and run” tactics 
by the home team wing-halves, Smith and Whitcroft faltered 
and allowed the home men to get well on top.

In the first-half Borough played neatly without being brilliant 
and should have been well in the lead at the half-way stage, 
but because of bad finishing and ill-luck, had to be satisfied 
with a 1-0 lead. At ten minutes Cooper, the new centre-
forward, gave the visitors the lead – a lead which should 
have been increased two or three times. Twice defenders 
happened to be in the way of net-bound shots; twice Cooper 
caused goalkeeper Parton to go full length to save.

On the first occasion the ball ran loose in front of a yawning 
net with no Borough forwards at hand to score. The second 
time the ball ran to Wright who, with a great chance, fired the 
ball high and wide. During this period the visiting forwards, 
prompted by newcomer Catleugh, who displayed some 
delightful football, constantly had the home defenders on the 
run. What a pity it was that those chances were not accepted.

For nearly half-an-hour the Borough defence was kept so 
thoroughly occupied that their forwards, through lack of 
support from behind faded out of the picture. It was indeed 
fortunate for the visitors that Wellington had no marksmen, 
or else Barber might have been much more seriously 
extended than actually he was. He was only beaten once by a 
perfect Skull header from Ford’s corner kick.

In the last quarter-of-an-hour Borough struck back again 
and three glorious chances of winning the game came 
along. Cooper, Wright and Jessop all failing with splendid 
opportunities. Wright’s miss was unforgivable; from only six 
yards range he half-hit the ball yards wide of an empty net.

Feature of the game was an intelligent first-half exhibition 
by Catleugh. His ball distribution was first class; he was the 
brains behind most of his side’s attacking moves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 14-09-1953 
Borough: Barber; Cashmore and Snowball; Smith, Upton and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Cooper, Davies and Perry.
Halesowen: Mitchell; Tucker and Lashford; Masser, Jones and Carter; 
Caley, B. Clift, Dugmore, Meaney and J. Clift .

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

Supporters saw more football in this cup tie then they had 
witnessed during all the previous games. The promise shown 
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by the forwards in the first-half of the match at Wellington, 
was continued and even improved upon – because this time 
they were well supported from behind all the way through 
and not for half the game. The wing-halves did much better 
and played no small part in helping the team to register its 
most convincing win of the season.

The substitution of Davies for Wright at inside-left was a 
big improvement, and although Catleugh was not quite so 
prominent as at Wellington, he played football and did not 
kick the ball aimlessly upfield.

Halesowen started off badly not only by arriving late, but by 
playing the first five minutes with only nine men. Before their 
team was made up Morrow had given his side the lead. But 
the other six goals came while they were at full strength, so 
there could be no suggestion that Borough beat half a team.

In spite of everything, Halesowen played with great pluck and 
fought back late in the game to make the score a little more 
respectable than it would have been had they stopped trying. 
Both their goals were neatly engineered and rounded-off.

Morrow opened Borough’s account in the 4th minute, with a fast 
cross shot, after a shot had been blocked. Cooper got the second 
at 20 minutes when Catleugh pulled the ball back in front of the 
net. Perry scored the third when Smith crossed a high ball into 
the goalmouth to make it 3-0 to Borough at half-time.

Fourteen minutes after half-time, Perry made it 4-0 following a 
defensive blunder. Coley headed through for Halesowen at 73 
minutes, but almost immediately afterwards Perry slammed 
home Borough’s fifth goal. After 77 minutes Dugmore replied 
for Halesowen. Morrow made it 6-2 after Mitchell had failed to 
hold a hard Perry drive, and before the end Cooper sent Davies 
through to net Borough’s seventh and final goal.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 19-09-1953 

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance for a 
Birmingham League match.

Neither of these hitherto unbeaten sides played like potential 
champions in this match, least of all the Borough. The visitors 
were by no means a good side, but forced Brierley Hill to 
struggle and strive all the way through.

Good football was at a discount. The winners merely hit the 
ball hard upfield and hoped for the fast-moving forwards to 
do the rest. Borough made an attempt at football yet never 
succeeded. So that as a football spectacle the game was a 
failure. Brierley won because they accepted a couple of half-
chances and, generally speaking, were the more aggressive 
side. Everyone will agree too that they had the run of the ball.

Borough’s inside men attempted to hold the ball to make 
openings yet were too slow and usually succeeded in being 
dispossessed. A big mistake was that wingers Morrow and 
Perry were not brought more into the game. For long periods 
they were sadly neglected.

Borough’s two bright lights were Barber and Snowball, who 

both played with great skill. Young Harry Upton started shakily 
and it was for a foul by him on a home forward that led to the 
Alliance going ahead after only three minutes’ play. However, 
he settled down and in the second half more or less mastered 
Maiden. Neither side made many moves worthy of a goal. Both of 
Brierley’s came from what might be called mistakes by Borough 
defenders. There was a foul by Upton which led to Smith netting 
with a free-kick from an acute angle. Barber pushed the ball on 
to the post from which it rebounded into the net.

The second home goal, after half-an-hour, could be attributed 
originally to Cashmore. The right-back badly misjudged a 
header and the ball crossed in front of his own goal. It was 
lofted high to Clements who hit it in mid-air and left Barber 
helpless. It was a shot right “out of the blue” – one that 
comes off once in a long while.

Tommy Hilditch
Few people have done more for 
local sport than Mr “Tommy” 
Hilditch, of Lutterworth Road, 
Nuneaton. In his heyday he was 
one of the town’s best cricketers 
and footballers.

He still retains a great interest 
in sport, and is president of 
Attleborough Cricket Club. He 

has also served on the committee, and has rendered 
yeoman service to the club.

“Attleborough’s successes this season have been ample 
reward for any service I have given,” said Mr Hilditch.

A native of Sandbach, Cheshire, Mr Hilditch came to live 
at Nuneaton in 1906. He joined Nuneaton Cricket Club, 
and played at Weddington in the days of J. H. Phillips, 
F. S. Clay and A. S. Clay. He can tell many stories of his 
early cricketing days when he “guested” with various 
Squires and country gentlemen’s teams in matches that 
were then part and parcel of English rural life. He played 
for Warwickshire from 1909 to 1911, but could not spare 
time for regular county cricket. He also assisted the old 
Attleborough Mills.

Mr Hilditch was goalkeeper for Nuneaton Town FC 
when their ground was at the rear of the old Newdegate 
Arms. He captained the side for six seasons during 
which time the club won the Birmingham Combination 
championship. To the members of Attleborough CC he is 
affectionately known as “the manager.”

When Attleborough were in Division III of the Coventry 
Works League and Mr Hilditch spoke of gaining Division I 
status, few took him seriously, but he was a happy man 
when the club won the championship of Division II, and 
the first man to fill the championship cup.
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 Whitwick Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 21-09-1953 
Whitwick: Parsons; N. Farmer and Pell; A. Farmer, Renwick and 
Stanyard; Rowe, Middleton, Rowley, White and Walton.
Borough: Barber; Insley and Snowball; Smith, H. Upton and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Whitwick Colliery for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough owed their first away win of the season to some really 
sparkling forward play. With Davies back at centre-forward and 
displaying something like the form expected of him and Wright 
returning to inside-left, the attack clicked from the word go 
and the score might easily have been doubled.

Morrow and Perry on the wings were yards too fast for the 
home backs. Morrow was on his best form and went past Pell 
as if he didn’t exist. Davies had his best game of the season and 
kep the line moving smoothly, foraged and fought for the ball.

Whitwick started well enough, even though conceding an early 
goal and for a short period troubled the Borough defenders. 
Then they almost faded right out for the rest of the game.

Borough scored after only five minutes. Morrow put Catleugh 
through and the latter beat Parsons with a beautifully-placed 
cross-shot which entered the far corner of the net. After 33 
minutes play Wright forced his way inside and squared the 
ball in front of goal for Davies to shoot through.

Two minutes before half-time Wright sent Perry through 
for the winger to shoot. Parsons could only parry the shot 
and the ball ran loose to Morrow who shot into the net from 
close range. At 50 minutes Catleugh sent out a lovely ball to 
the unmarked Morrow. The winger went away smartly and 
as Pell moved across to make a tackle, slipped the ball to 
Davies who quickly had it under control and easily beat the 
goalkeeper with a close-range drive.

After 57 minutes Davies failed with a penalty kick, awarded 
after Renwick had handled the ball to prevent Perry getting 
his head to a Morrow corner. The kick was pushed around the 
post by Parsons. Davies then rattled the bar and Perry missed 
an open goal. Three minutes from the end Morrow was fouled 
in the area and from the spot kick, Wright scored easily.

Whether it was because Borough played much better or that 
Whitwick are a poor side – perhaps a bit of both – the fact 
emerges that there was only one team in this game.

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 28-09-1953 
Borough: Barber; Greenfield and Snowball; Kernick, Smith and 
Whitcroft; Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.
Whitwick: Reason; N. Farmer and Pell; G. Farmer, Rennox and 
W. Middleton; Rowell, G. Middleton, Holland, White and Boot.

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Combination game.

The visitors will want to quickly forget their two league games 

against Borough. They have now conceded eleven goals, 
without a single reply. The Whitwick full-back Pell, will also 
be glad he doesn’t have to meet Hughie Morrow every week, 
as he seldom saw, let alone stopped the mercurial winger.

The number of scoring chances Borough forwards had in this 
game was almost astronomical. The score could easily have 
been doubled and even then there would still have remained 
quite a few lost opportunities.

Although the home side missed many chances, their approach 
work was top class, and the goals they did get were well-
taken. There were times when the Whitwick forwards revealed 
clever combination; that they could not sustain their efforts 
was the fault of the men behind them, who were pegged back 
on the defensive for such long periods. Holland led the line 
intelligently, while White, the former Leicester City player, 
caused Barber to make the best save of the match.

Borough opened the scoring on 17 minutes when Morrow 
crossed the ball to Davies, who headed it to Perry, who 
took his time before thumping the ball into the net. After 38 
minutes a move started by Wright and Davies saw Morrow 
return the ball perfectly into the middle for the centre-
forward to head through.

Almost immediately after the break a high ball was put over 
the heads of the Whitwick defence by Wright. Morrow took 
advantage of a clear field to race in unchallenged and shoot 
past Reason as the goalkeeper came out to meet him. Morrow 
again outstripped the Whitwick defence after 77 minutes and 
squared the ball. Perry returned it in front of goal for Davies 
to bang the ball into the net.

The Whitwick goalkeeper, Reason, could only parry a hard 
drive in the 82nd minute and Kernick was on the spot to 
shoot low into the net. Morrow gave Davies a chance in the 
90th minute and the ran in to beat Reason with a low shot.

Reports on The FA Cup games can be found on later pages.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 03-10-1953 
Borough:Barber; Greenfield and Snowball; Kernick, Smith and 
Whitcroft; Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry .
Hednesford: Cooper; Cresswell and Hill; Brazier, Smith and Corbett; 
Newman, Cann, Roberts, Allsopp and Coles.

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup second round tie.

Both team had lost only once this season and the encounter 
produced a thrill-packed encounter which only lacked one 
thing – goals. Borough were the better side in practically 
every department, but frittered away several easy chances.

The Hednesford post was hit on three occasions – once by 
a terrific Wright drive; in that respect the home side were 
unlucky. But there was no bad luck about the sitters that 
they missed. Perry was the chief offender, he missed three 
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ridiculously easy openings, and generally speaking was 
seldom in the game.

The only forward to get in really good shots was Wright, who 
in addition to striking the post, slammed in a hard-drive 
which Cooper in the Hednesford goal was happy to push over 
the bar. An indication as to the way the game really went was 
that whereas Barber had but two difficult shots to deal with, 
Cooper was constantly in action and must have considered 
his goal had a charmed existence. Three or four times he 
was in a hopeless position to deal with situations which 
developed in his area, but always, so it seemed the home 
forwards got him out of trouble by their terrible finishing.

Hednesford were fortunate to get away with a draw. After a 
terrific first half in which both teams went hammer and tongs 
into the fray, Borough had much the better of the second 
session, yet in occasional bursts the Hednesford forwards were 
still threatening. Even so they caused Barber few problems.

Barber’s worst moment was midway through the second half 
when Greenfield miskicked leaving outside-left Coles with a 
clear course for goal. Barber dashed out and just beat Coles 
to the ball.

The defence did well, with Stan Smith outstanding, keeping 
Roberts well under control; Snowball was not quite as 
faultless as usual against Newman, a useful winger, but still 
had a good match, as did Whitcroft and Kernick.

Summing up, this was a really good game to watch. There 
were many exciting incidents and some classy midfield play 
by the Borough. But where, oh where, were the marksmen?

Tommy Hughes Signs
Late on Wednesday night Nuneaton Borough FC 
completed negotiations for the transfer of Tommy 
Hughes, the Glentoran centre-half. A fee was involved.

Hughes will make his debut for the Borough in the FA 
Cup tie at Rugby tomorrow.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bloxwich Strollers 17-10-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.
Bloxwich: Johnson; Morris and Lowe; Appleby, Jackson and Brookes; 
Smith, Doughty, Wardle, Neary and Condie.

Borough welcomed Bloxwich Strollers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

Having said that Bloxwich were a poor side, Borough played 
really well and would have given some much stronger sides a 
real shaking. All Borough’s forwards hit top form in the same 
game for the first time this season.

On the whole the forwards could not be faulted; they played 
the football and got the goals. No more could be expected. In 
defence, Tommy Hughes had a first-half which proved that he 

is settling in well. His heading of the ball was especially good; 
he was cool in everything he did – and he used the ball well, 
making long, raking passes to his forwards.

After very nearly giving away a goal in the first minute, 
Borough settled down to play some of the best football seen 
on the ground this season. The forwards served up some 
delightful stuff, which paralysed a defence which left wide 
open spaces in midfield.

The goal-rush started in the 12th minute when Davies sent 
Catleugh clean through to score with ease from close range. 
In the next minute, following a left wing run by Jessop, 
Wright netted the second goal with a lob shot. At 20 minutes 
the referee awarded a penalty when Davies was brought 
down and Jessop made no mistake from the spot. On 35 
minutes Hughes sent Jessop away and from the winger’s pass 
Catleugh made it 4-0. Catleugh added another almost on 
half-time from a beautiful Morrow centre.

Two minutes after half-time Whitcroft netted a sixth goal with 
a grand drive. Morrow shot the seventh goal after 55 minutes 
from Jessop’s cross. After 70 minutes play a shot from 
Whitcroft was deflected into his own net by Jackson. Five 
minutes later Jessop scored the ninth goal with a smashing 
left foot drive; and with four minutes to go Wright was put 
through for the tenth and final goal.

The game was so one-sided that it might have proved of little 
real interest. That it did not lose its appeal was largely due to 
the sparkling work of the Nuneaton forwards.

Cup Replay Under Floodlights
Borough FC will play their Birmingham Senior Cup replay 
at Hednesford under floodlights on Thursday, November 
5. Kick-off 7.15pm.

This will be the first time the Borough club has ever 
played under floodlights.

 Shrewsbury Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 31-10-1953 
Shrewsbury: Vaughan; Bannister and Dodd; Wallace, Marsden and 
Richardson; Loughnane, Darbyshire, Griffiths, Butler and Price.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to play Shrewsbury Town 
Reserves in a Birmingham League fixture.

They call the Shrewsbury ground the Gay Meadow, but it was 
no gay meadow on Saturday, for their reserve side, who were 
well and truly hammered by a Borough team which gave 
them an object lesson in the football arts.

All of this despite the fact that eight minutes before half-
time Hughes, in a heading duel with centre-forward Griffiths, 
received a bad cut over his eye and had to go to hospital, 
where he had three stitches in the wound. He returned five 
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minutes after half-time with his head heavily bandaged and 
for the rest of the game played on the left wing.

It was immediately after Hughes had left the field that 
Borough were faced with their one and only real crisis. Hardly 
had Hughes reached the dressing room than Wright conceded 
a penalty kick for handball. Right-back Bannister stepped 
up to take the kick and drove the ball to Barber’s right. The 
goalkeeper moved swiftly across the goal and pushed the ball 
away and was cleared.

As though to celebrate, Borough moved straight up the other 
end and completely spreadeagled the home defenders, leaving 
Davies with a chance to add a third goal, which he took. Thus 
Borough had overcome the danger of having their lead cut to a 
single goal and come back to lead 3-0 at half-time.

Just after half-time Hughes came back and went to outside-
left. No sooner had he positioned himself than he received a 
perfect pass, which he squared in front of the net for Morrow 
to score the visitors’ fourth goal. After this, in spite of the 
changes necessitated by Hughes’ injury, Borough did almost 
as they pleased.

Borough opened the scoring after 27 minutes. Kernick started 
the move with a perfect pass to Davies. The latter took the ball 
on, drew the defence, and then slipped it to the unmarked 
Wright who had no trouble in beating Vaughan from close 
range. The second goal came on 36 minutes and Kernick again 
started the move which ended in a scuffle near the goal line 
between Morrow and two defenders. From an awkward angle 
the winger squared the ball right in front of goal. Davies was 
unmarked and made full use of an easy opening.

Five minutes before half time came the injury to Hughes, a 
little later Barber’s save from Bannister’s penalty kick and then 
a minute before half-time a move in which Kernick and Jessop 
took part ended in Davies beating Vaughan from close in.

Five minutes after the break, immediately after Hughes had 
returned from hospital, he was sent clean away on the left, 
for his cross to be driven low into the net by Morrow. Fourteen 
minutes later, from a Jessop corner kick, Morrow again 
made no mistake and then on 70 minutes Morrow raced right 
through to centre perfectly for Davies to round off the scoring 
with a close-range shot.

This was certainly no joy day for the home team, who were 
badly outclassed in every phase of the game.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 05-11-1953 
Borough: Woolner; Thornton and Greenfield; Hartopp, Upton and 
Bottrill; Keeling, Phillips, Laybourne, Evans and Perry.

Borough journed to The Cross Keys to take on Hednesford 
Town in a Birmingham Senior Cup 2nd round replay.

Finalists last year, Borough went out of the competition 
last Thursday under the floodlights. Hednesford were the 
better side and fully deserved their success, but the Borough 
side, though lacking the experience of the home men, put 

up a grand show. Making his first appearance for Borough, 
amateur international centre-forward Jack Laybourne netted 
both his side’s goals. Corbett (2), Newman, Cann and Hill 
(penalty) got Hednesford’s goals.

Nothing Doing Says Borough FC
Two Watford FC directors who visited Nuneaton 
yesterday morning offered Borough FC the opportunity 
of transferring the FA Cup tie between the two clubs to 
the Watford ground. “We turned that request down flat,” 
Mr Reg Carris, chairman of the Borough directors, told 
the “Observer.”

Afterwards the Watford officials expressed the view that 
Manor Park was a very good ground for a non-league 
club and stated they were happy about it.

“It is a big ground which should suit our team,” they said.
Commented Mr Carris: “It will also suit us too.”

 Hereford United Res. v Nuneaton Borough 14-11-1953 
Hereford: Sewell; Halpin and Hughes; Farquhar, McLeod and Norman; 
Williams, Vigar, Anslow, Crowe and Weake.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to play Hereford United Reserves 
in a Birmingham League game.

Borough have played some good football these last few 
weeks, but never so brilliantly as in the first-half of this 
game. After a quiet opening they proceeded to play such 
dazzling football that they had the Hereford lads completely 
bewildered and running around like lost sheep.

Splendidly backed by Whitcroft and Kernick, the forwards 
simply mesmerised the Hereford defenders. And no Hereford 
defender was so hopelessly at sea as Billy Hughes, the 
ex-Birmingham City full-back, who not so many years ago 
played for Great Britain and was regarded as one of the best 
full-backs in the three countries.

Catleugh and Morrow had him hopelessly at sea with their 
beautiful ball play, and clever interchanging of positions. 
Indeed every time the Borough right-wing pair got weaving 
the home crowd had visions of yet another goal. With Wright 
and Jessop also playing well on the left wing it looked just a 
question of how many goals Borough would score.

Hereford started the second half in a vastly different mood. 
They set up a steady attack immediately and within five 
minutes had reduced the lead. From that point on Borough 
were never the same team. Their wing-halves were pegged 
back and the initiative passed to the opposition.

Borough opened their account after 20 minutes play. During 
a warm attack on the Hereford goal the ball ran loose and 
back to Catleugh who left Sewell helpless with a great shot 
from 20 yards. The second goal came ten minutes later when 
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Davies pushed the ball through the middle. While the home 
defenders were appealing for offside, Wright went through 
with the ball and as Sewell advanced, shot it past him into 
the empty net.

Borough’s third goal came five minutes after the second. 
Another brilliant move ended in Catleugh slipping the ball to 
Wright who had little more to do than run it into the net.

Hereford got their first success five minutes after half-time. 
A fine drive by Crowe struck the foot of a post and rebounded 
to Anslow, who hooked the ball in as Barber lay sprawled on 
the ground. On 75 minutes Smith conceded a free-kick and 
from a perfect cross, Anslow headed Hereford’s second. Crowe 
scored the equaliser on 80 minutes with a fast ground shot.

THE

PEOPLE
ON SUNDAY

EXCLUSIVE TO

Here’s big news! THE PEOPLE – 
Britain’s top Sunday Newspaper 
for Sport – is sending one of its star 
writers to cover Saturday’s vital game 
and bring you a thrilling eye-witness 
report of your team’s prowess.

F.A. CUP FIRST ROUND

NUNEATON
BOROUGH

v.
WATFORD

SPECIAL
REPORT

 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 28-11-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Greenfield; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.
Lye Town: Dixon; Whitfield and Hudman; Nuttall, Casey and McDonald; 
James, Pollard, Haycox, Millerchap and Tinkler.

Borough welcomed Lye Town to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League game.

Following all the thrills and excitement of the Watford FA Cup 
match, this league match was doomed to be an anti-climax. As 
indeed it proved to be. Gone was the glamour and spectacle, 
and gone was the crowd – or at least the greater part of it.

The spirit was no doubt willing, but the flesh was weak. The 
machine just wouldn’t run so sweetly as against Watford. 
No-one can blame the players. They had almost played 
themselves to a standstill seven days before.

Borough won easily enough without ever looking completely at 
ease. They laboured rather than coasted to victory. Even so Lye 
got off more lightly than they should have done, for the home 
side missed four very easy second half chances of improving 
their score. Wright (twice), Jessop and Catleugh were at fault.

Most of the excitement centred around the goals and the 
thrilling right-wing dashes of Hughie Morrow, who often left 
Lye left-back Hudman high and dry. Far better use should 
have been made of his supply of passes and crosses. Morrow 
was the best forward on view.

Borough opened their account after five minutes. Davies 
broke through and fired in a hard drive which struck a post. 
His return shot was parried by a defender and when the ball 
came back again Jessop slammed it through.

On 41 minutes, Smith put a long ball through the middle 
to Davies. The centre-forward got past Casey, side-stepped 
Whitfield and then put the ball into the net as Dixon moved 
out of goal. Shortly afterwards came the highlight of the 
match. Morrow made a glorious run almost from the half-way 
line, passed everyone in sight as he cut in goalwards, and 
then unleashed a great shot which beat Dixon all ends up.

Borough’s fourth came after 58 minutes when Morrow pushed 
the ball back to Kernick, who turned inside and beat Dixon 
all the way with a left-foot drive. Lye’s goal came in the 69th 
minute by James, after Pollard had drawn Barber out of goal.

 Cradley Heath v Nuneaton Borough 05-12-1953 
Cradley Heath: Nightingale; Raybould and Lilley; Baker, Hall and Lowe; 
Hamblett, Stark, Forrest, Abrahams and Hadlington.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Cradley Heath for a 
Birmingham League game.

The final score in this match bore as much relation to the actual 
play, as the pitch did to football. Had the game been played 
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on anything but this mud heap, goodness knows what the 
Borough score would have been. The pitch was in a deplorable 
condition. When it was last cut or rolled is a mystery – the grass 
was tufty, the pitch bumpy and the mud ankle deep apart from 
in front of the goals, where it was deeper.

Having conceded an early goal, Borough went into what was 
obviously going to be a real test of skill and endurance with 
that spirit of adventure which has been so characteristic of 
their play of recent weeks and which carried them to victory 
over a Third Division side. Despite everything Borough not 
only endeavoured to play football, but actually succeeded.

Once they had got the feel of the pitch the Borough forwards, 
strongly backed by wing-halves Kernick and Whitcroft – the 
latter was almost a sixth forward throughout – showed that 
not even that pitch could stop them using the ball to the best 
advantage. They went through the Cradley defence as though 
it just didn’t exist. It is no exaggeration to say that practically 
every attack looked like bringing a goal.

The best that can be said of Cradley is that they never gave 
up trying and every credit must be given their defenders for 
manning their guns in the face of an almost non-stop assault 
on their citadel. The whole team stuck it out well. Two men 
stood out in the Cradley side – Nightingale in goal and Hall 
at centre-half. The goalkeeper continually found himself in 
what looked like hopeless positions – with Borough forwards 
boring down on him.

Cradley opened the scoring after five minutes when left 
winger Hadlington pulled the ball back beautifully from 
almost off the dead ball line for Stark to head through. It 
was not until the 22nd minute, after the home goal had had 
an almost unending number of hair-breadth escapes, that 
Borough drew level. Wright ran through and then slipped the 
ball to Davies who netted with a hard drive.

After 40 minutes Davies hit the bar with a cracking shot. A 
terrific struggle developed in the Cradley goalmouth and 
ended in Whitcroft running the ball into the net after his first 
shot had been pushed away by Nightingale. With 59 minutes 
gone Catleugh put Davies away for the centre-forward to 
slam the ball hard into the roof of the net. Davies again 
broke through after 80 minutes and saw his low drive strike 
Hall, who deflected the ball into his own net. A minute later, 
following a great run by Whitcroft, Wright was given a clear 
run for goal and he made no mistake from close range.

Ten minutes from the end, Hall, going upfield for a Hadlington 
corner kick, headed a second goal for Cradley. Little more than 
a minute later, as a result of a left-wing breakthrough Forrest 
got a third goal for the home side. Shortly afterwards Whitcroft 
again made the running for a third goal by Eddie Davies, who 
shot well out of Nightingale’s reach.

Borough could have been excused, having regard to the 
dreadful state of the pitch, had they decided not to risk 
themselves ahead of tomorrow’s visit to Queen’s Park 
Rangers, but they waded in with courage and determination.

THE

PEOPLE
ON SUNDAY

EXCLUSIVE TO

Great News! Ace Sports Writer Pat Vance 
will be on the spot to write for you a 
sparkling and expert commentary on 
Nuneaton’s big  game on Saturday . . . 
reliving its high-spots, writing frankly and 
constructively on play and players . . .

F.A. CUP SECOND ROUND
QUEEN’S PARK 

RANGERS
V.

NUNEATON
Special Report by

PAT VANCE

 Nuneaton Borough v Boldmere St Michaels 19-12-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.
Boldmere: Lees; Fernbough and Gannon; Pugh, Gavin and Spiers; Webb, 
Gessey, Morris, Bolton and Findlay.

Borough welcomed Boldmere St Michael’s to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

This match was a damp squib after the fireworks of the two 
FA Cup games against Queen’s Park Rangers. Borough were a 
tired team. While Boldmere are to be commended on taking 
defeat after defeat like the good sportsmen they certainly are, 
the plain truth is that they are out of place in the Birmingham 
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League. An amateur side, they play like amateurs and against 
such teams as Borough, the only real question is: How many 
goals will they concede?

Yet it was probably fortunate for Borough that after their great 
endeavours against the Rangers they should have had so 
easy a game as this. Not that they might have been troubled 
by a stronger side, for against the better sides they may be 
relied upon to pull out the little extra that is needed. No, it was 
fortunate that they were allowed to relax and take things easy.

Borough opened their account after 13 minutes’ play when 
Kernick lifted the ball high over the heads of the Boldmere 
defenders. Davies raced through, collected the ball, drew 
Lees out of goal, and then drove it hard and low into the 
corner of the net.

Seven minutes later Lees failed to hold a strong Catleugh 
drive and running in Wright had little difficulty in forcing the 
ball over the line. At 41 minute Morrow cut in from the right 
wing. Instead of going in for a tackle the Boldmere defenders 
retreated. The winger came in nearer and finally banged the 
ball into the net.

Ten minutes after half-time, Morris reduced the lead. Davies, 
after hitting the woodwork, seized on the rebound and 
drove the ball home near the far upright. The centre-forward 
netted again two minutes later. Put through by Wright he 
went through easily to beat Lees. Sixteen minutes from the 
end Tommy Hughes set off from well inside his own half, ran 
practically the whole length of the field, veered to the left 
wing and then passed to Perry who had moved inside, for the 
left-winger to drive the ball through.

Borough players and officials and a few of their supporters at the Chase 
Hotel on their return to Nuneaton after drawing with Queen’s Park 
Rangers on December 12.  Photo: The Observer

Killed On The Way Home From Cup-tie
A Nuneaton motor cyclist and his pillion passenger died 
instantly when their machine ran off the Watling Street near 
Daventry and hit a tree when they were returning from the 
Borough v Queen’s Park Rangers FA Cup match in London.

At the inquest at Daventry on Monday, the jury returned verdicts 
of “accidental death” on Norman Edward Woods (21), a miner of 

“The Lawns,” Arbury, Stockingford, Nuneaton and the 41-years-
old pillion passenger, John Blake, also a miner, of 168, Bucks 
Hill, Stockingford.

The accident happened early on Sunday. The jury added a rider 
that a post bearing a reflector sign should be erected on the 
grass verge facing the main road, the junction of Watling Street 
and a turn to the village of Norton, where the motor cycle left 
the road and crashed into a tree.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 25-12-1953 

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for a 
Christmas Day Birmingham League match.

Hednesford had no great difficulty in holding a ragged 
Borough in the first half-hour of this match. During this 
period Borough were all sixes and sevens and seemed quite 
unable to get together.

Troube was they kept the ball much too close. Their passing 
was faulty; too many balls went straight to an opponent. 
Then they began to open out – and the goals started to come.

Borough got their opening goal on 30 minutes when clever 
approach work by Whitcroft and Catleugh enabled Wright to 
go through unchallenged to beat Cooper with a hard rising 
shot. Five minutes later, lax marking enabled Corbett to 
equalise from a badly-placed Jones corner kick.

Hitting back strongly Borough went ahead again at 37 minutes. 
Catleugh opened up the Hednesford defence for Wright again 
to score, this time with a fast ground shot into the far corner of 
the net. A minute before half-time after both Wright and Perry 
had missed a right wing cross, the ball ran back to Whitcroft 
whose hard first-time shot had Cooper well beaten.

A minute after half-time Catleugh broke through on the right, 
cut in and then squared the ball in front of the net for Perry 
to score the home side’s fourth goal. At 57 minutes following 
a grand dribble by Wright, Davies put through from close 
range. Five minutes later Borough were awarded a free-kick 
on the edge of the penalty area immediately in front of goal. 
Catleugh’s free-kick was blocked and the ball ran loose to 
Kernick who slammed it home.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 26-12-1953 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.
Burton: Townsend; Hadfield and Neville; Weddam, Weston and Thomas; 
Barber, Duggins, Hodgkin, Evans and Giles.

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League fixture.

One of the fastest and most exciting games of the season 
resulted from the meeting of the Borough and Burton Albion 
on Boxing Day. Albion made their greatest effort to date 
to lay the Borough bogey, but once again fell just short of 
their objective. On a pitch made treacherous by heavy rain, 
both sides entered into the fray with tremendous spirit and 
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produced some sparkling football which had the crowd 
yelling all the way through.

The visitors had a particularly gruelling time in the second 
half, during which period the home side displayed all its 
well-known fighting qualities and tore into the attack with a 
fervour which threatened though never succeeded in tearing 
the Albion defence to shreds.

Full marks could be awarded the visitors for the way they 
defended their goal in a cracking second half when they 
might so easily have panicked in the face of a whole series of 
hammer blows delivered by a fast-moving attack every on the 
lookout for openings.

The two defences were very evenly matched and not a great 
deal of fault could be found in this respect. On a greasy ground 
a defender, once passed, had a difficult job to recover so that 
generally speaking the conditions better suited the attackers.

Burton got their goal nearing half-time following a period of 
heavy pressure. Following a corner the ball was crossed hard 
and low in front of the Borough goal. Two defenders missed 
the cross and the ball ran on to the unmarked Evans who 
took advantage of an opening to drive the ball past Barber

Borough equalised in the 64th minute thanks almost entirely 
to the persistance of their centre-forward. Davies secured 
the ball on the left wing and came along the deal-ball line. 
Thinking the centre-forward would centre, Townsend came 
out of goal a few yards with the intention of cutting out the 
contemplated cross. Davies quickly re-acted to the new 
situation, moved the ball from one foot to the other, brought 
it back about a yard and then shot into the net. It was a grand 
piece of opportunism. This was a fine game; it had something 
of nearly everything.

 Coventry City A v Nuneaton Borough 06-01-1954 
Coventry City A: Taylor; Timmins and Kirk; Jamieson, McDonnell and 
Austin; Warner, Dorman, Brown, Hawkings and Johnson.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Wright (Phillips after 36 mins), Evans.

Borough made the journey to Coventry City for a friendly 
match. Who was it said the City are a poor side? They were 
more than good enough for the Borough in this floodlit game 
at Highfield Road on Wednesday night.

Geoff Wright, coming back after injury, lasted only a few 
minutes, which resulted in a wholesale reshuffle of the 
Borough side. Wright went on to the wing, but after half-an-
hour he left the field and Phillips came on as a substitute.

City’s first goal after 34 minutes was engineered by Warner. 
He beat his man cleverly and then put a delightful ball down 
the middle to Dorman who, avoiding a Hughes tackle, went 
on to beat Barber with a fast rising shot from close in.

In the next minute another clever pass inside the left back 
saw Brown collect the ball, turn quickly and find the net with 
a hard low drive just inside the near post. After 62 minutes 

Johnson, in a glorious run, took the ball right through, ran 
along the dead ball line almost to the near post and then 
pulled the ball back to Dorman, who in an easy scoring 
position, made no mistake.

The fourth and final goal came in the 78th minute. A City 
attacking move on the left saw the ball pushed back to 
Hawkings, who found the net with a brilliant shot.

Yes, this was a surprisingly easy win for the Third Division side 
– because this was nothing like the Borough team which beat 
Watford 3-0, drew 1-1 at Queen’s Park and then were beaten 
2-1 in the replay. Not by a long chalk.

 Nuneaton Borough v Kidderminster H. 09-01-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Hartopp, Hughes and Kernick; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Whitcroft and Evans.
Kidderminster: Crowther; McGuire and Smale; Hatch, Keasey and 
Donaldson; Aldred, Tatum, Hitchin, Treherne and Smith.

Borough welcomed Kidderminster Harriers to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League game.

Borough were unfortunate in having to take the field without 
Wright and Davies on top of the continued absence of Jessop. 
Naturally enough the absence of these regulars from the 
attack was a big handicap, especially in a match of this 
character when points were of paramount importance to 
both sides.

Borough did 65 per cent of the attacking and quite a few 
times sheer luck saved the Harriers’ goal from falling. Evans 
and Whitcroft – the latter with a terrific drive – both hit a post 
with Crowther well beaten and to cap everything Tommy 
Hughes missed a penalty.

Borough might still have rescued a point, but for defensive 
errors, which put goals “on a plate” for the Harriers. While 
Borough did most of the pressing they tried to play close 
football, whereas Harriers caused Borough’s defence 
problems with the long ball game.

In many respects Borough were right out of luck. After 
conceding a goal in the 18th minute they attacked almost 
non-stop until half-time. The ball, it seemed, would go 
everywhere but in the net. And, with the last kick of the half 
Evans hit the post with Crowther nowhere to be seen.

Eleven minutes after the change of end Whitcroft hit the post 
with a terrific drive. It seemed Borough’s luck was out, but 
in the next minute they forced a corner. Kernick took the 
kick and Catleugh’s header passed through Crowther’s legs 
and into the net. The turning of the tide? Not a bit of it. Two 
minutes later Snowball made his first blunder and Aldred had 
to tap the ball into the net.

Borough fought hard for an equaliser, two or three times 
going close. Then in the 70th minute, in one of their sporadic 
raids, the Harriers were awarded a penalty and McGuire made 
the score 3-1 from the penalty spot.
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And then, ten minutes from the close, Borough’s cup of woe 
was filled to overflowing when Snowball again erred for 
Aldred to score another gift goal.

Borough are going through a tough time at the moment, but 
no team can expect to win when it presents opponents with 
goals. Presentation goals cost Borough vital points on this 
occasion – plus Tommy Hughes’ penalty miss and indifferent 
finishing by the forwards.

 Lye Town v Nuneaton Borough 16-01-1954 
Lye Town: Dixon; Whitfield and Hudman; Nuttall, Casey and Haycox; 
James, Pollard, McGowan, Millichap and Tinkle.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Davies, Phillips and Meredith.

Borough made the journey to Lye Town for a Birmingham 
League game.

Borough’s bad luck continued at Lye when after only 14 
minutes play Eddie Davies badly injured his right knee in a 
collision with the home goalkeeper and was carried from the 
field on a stretcher.

Despite this handicap Borough’s ten men fought back gallantly. 
Not only did they hold out against strong Lye pressure for the 
remainder of the first half, but nine minutes after the break, 
they equalised and looked more likely winners.

Once when Meredith was fouled just outside the penalty area, 
Whitcroft slammed in a great shot which, with goalkeeper 
Dixon well beaten, hit the underside angle of the bar and 
crashed down in front of the goal. As Catleugh dashed in 
to seize upon the rebound a defender swept the ball away 
almost from underneath his nose.

Lye’s luckiest escape however came in the last minute. A 
Borough attack had the home defence on the run. Whitcroft, 
who had joined the attack, brought the ball to within a yard 
of goal – and found Morrow between himself and the net. 
While Morrow vainly tried to get out of the way precious 
seconds were lost and the ball was scrambled away. Lye, too, 
had their chances and had one piece of bad luck when the 
ball hit the post and rebounded to Stan Smith.

The game opened with Borough looking favourites. Straight 
from the kick-off they swept into the attack. First came 
Meredith’s miss, then his shot hit the post, while shortly after 
Davies was put through and cracked in a hard, rising shot which 
Dixon saved brilliantly. He dived across goal and punched at the 
ball which rose high into the air and out for a corner.

Then came the injury to Davies. For some time after this 
Borough were all at sixes and sevens and it was during this 
period of uncertainty that Lye went ahead.

After 72 minutes right-half Nuttall lifted the ball into the 
Borough area from 40 yards out. It was caught by the wind 
and swung into the net. It was noticeable that Barber made 
little or no attempt to save as he was blinded by the sun. This 
goal put Borough right out of gear and except for occasional 

right-wing bursts the visitors were kept largely on the 
defensive, but Lye’s efforts to score were so poor that Barber 
was seriously tested only once.

Borough were the better side after half-time and an early 
equaliser by Morrow gave them new heart. A long ball was 
punted down the right flank. Challenged by Morrow, Hudman 
missed his kick. The outside-right got the ball, cut inside and 
steered the ball into the far corner.

Considering their handicap, Borough did well to pull back 
a goal and finish all square. Indeed they would not have 
needed much luck to have won.

Davies Out For Season
A specialist’s report on Borough centre-forward Eddie 
Davies’ knee shows that he is suffering from ruptured 
ligaments. He will not play again this season.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wellington Town Res. 23-01-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.
Wellington: Owen; Powell and Smith; Woolley, Childs and Hammond; 
Barton, Price, Kilby, Walford and Heath.

Borough welcomed Wellington Town Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League game.

Wellington must have wondered at the end how they only 
conceded three goals, for Borough were shooting in for 
practically the whole match. Goalkeeper Owen and his 
co-defenders were kept dancing around like cats on hot 
bricks but always got out of real trouble and Owen was rarely 
tested to the full.

The last quarter-of-an-hour of the opening half saw the 
visitors literally chained in their own penalty area. Twice 
a defender’s outstretched foot prevented a goal. Then 
Whitcroft, who had previously hit a post, slammed one 
against the bar. Would Borough ever get a goal? It certainly 
looked as if they wouldn’t.

Then, a minute before half-time, a corner was awarded on the 
left. Perry, who had not done very well with his earlier flag kicks, 
put over a real beauty and Phillips headed a really good goal.

Early in the second half, Borough again shaped none too 
confidently and for a time just struggled on. Then, it appeared, 
they sensed that Wellington had “had it”. From that point until 
the final whistle the visitors were completely outplayed.

In the 65th minute Perry sent over a nasty centre which 
dropped right in front of the bar. With Borough forwards 
rushing in, a visiting defender used his hands to get the 
ball away. What a relief it was to see Catleugh safely hit the 
ball into the net from the penalty spot. After that Morrow 
and Catleugh began to mesmerise the opposing defenders 
and went through almost at will. But the Wellington goal 
continued to have a charmed life.
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Once Morrow shot against a post and the ball rebounded 
across goal to shave the other post. Despite the continued 
one-sidedness of the proceedings, Borough still badly needed 
another goal to clinch the issue. It came in the 72nd minute. 
Morrow forced his way through only to be stopped a few yards 
from goal. You could hardly see goalkeeper Owen for Wellington 
defenders and Borough forwards. Talk about a scramble! The 
ball bobbed about in front of the net for minutes, then rolled 
out to Perry. Back the ball went and in attempting to prevent it 
crossing the line, a visiting player raced across, let fly at the ball 
and banged it into his own net. Strangely enough, the ball was 
put in by Heath, the outside-left.

The general impression left by this game was that there needs 
to be much better marksmanship if the absence of Davies 
and Jessop is not to be felt too keenly.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 30-01-1954 
Redditch: Rogers; Baker and Hunt; Davis, Aston and Powell; Giles, 
Davidson, Brain, Clarke and Saunders.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Thornton, Wright and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Redditch for a Birmingham 
League encounter.

At its best the Valley Stadium, is not a pitch conducive to 
good football. One glance at it on Saturday was sufficient 
to convince anyone that the afternoon’s proceedings were 
going to be a farce. The severe frosts had made the bumpy 
pitch almost as unyielding as concrete. In fact playing on a 
concrete pitch would have been easy compared with this.

It is difficult to describe what happened. Anything slightly 
resembling football was out of the question. The game 
developed into a battle of tactics; and it was because they 
adapted themselves better to the conditions and were 
prepared to take greater risks, that Redditch won.

Such a pitch is never suitable for close passing, and yet for 
the best part of the match, this is what Borough tried to do. 
Redditch preferred to boot the ball about.

Redditch’s first goal came from a free-kick and the second 
from a penalty. Not one single forward move produced a 
goal. The home side’s opening success came in the 24th 
minute. They were awarded a free-kick well out on the right 
wing. Baker lifted the ball high into the goalmouth. Barber 
and Saunders, the Redditch left-winger, went up for the ball 
together and the latter nodded it home. The second goal 
came after 65 minutes. Hughes headed the ball away as home 
centre-forward Brain went down. The referee blew. It seemed 
as though he had stopped play to allow the injured player to 
receive attention, but the referee pointed to the penalty spot. 
It transpired that the penalty had been awarded for handball 
against Hughes. Bobby Davidson banged the ball home.

Truth be told, Borough forwards put up a poor show. 
They were ill at ease on the iron-hard pitch and it is a fact 

that Rogers, in the home goal, had to save only one shot 
throughout – a shot taken on the run by Eddie Thornton, mid-
way through the first-half.

To start with Morrow and Catleugh shaped well but Morrow 
soon faded out. Little was seen of Geoff Wright, while 
Thornton only had one decent through pass during the 
whole game. Perry was perhaps the best of a poor line. It was 
unfortunate for Thornton that he got his first senior game in 
such wretched conditions.

Borough gave an uninspired exhibition. They will have to 
play better than this if they are not to go on dropping points. 
Conditions were bad, but were the same for both teams.

 Dudley Town v Nuneaton Borough 06-02-1954 
Dudley: Brinton; Austin and Martin; Morgan, Knight and Craddock; 
Gunter, Pearce, Gowan, Greenwood and R. Evans.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Evans and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Dudley Town for a Birmingham 
League match.

Borough started this game as they had left off at Redditch 
the week before. They seemed quite uneasy about the frozen 
pitch and a goal by the wooden-spoonists in the thirteenth 
minute hardly improved their confidence.

The pitch, if anything, was a little easier than the week before 
and certainly less bumpy, but Borough seemed ill at ease, 
especially with the home side’s long crossfield passes. In the 
13th minute, Kernick conceded a free-kick near the touch-line 
on the left-wing. Left-half Craddock swung across a high ball. 
As Barber jumped to punch away he was hustled by centre-
forward Gowan, which resulted in the keeper slicing a punch 
into his own net.

Dudley continued the more likely looking side until in a 
Borough attack, Catleugh, moving inside, was fouled by 
Martin in the penalty area. The inside-right took the kick 
himself and levelled the scores with a low drive.

This goal seemed to have a settling effect on the visitors who 
now shaped much better – thanks largely to the persistent 
raiding of Perry on the left wing. He put one lovely ball in 
front of the net and only a desperate dive by Brinton at the 
feet of Phillips prevented a goal. Then four minutes before 
half-time, another left-wing move saw Perry run inside to dive 
at a low cross by Charlie Evans, deputising for Wright, and 
head the ball into the net.

The second-half saw Borough playing like a different team 
with Catleugh and Perry the spearheads of a whole series of 
defence-splitting moves which the home defenders could do 
little or nothing to stop. It was typical of Borough’s luck in 
front of goal when Catleugh cracked one against the foot of 
the post. The home goal went on escaping in this way until 
the 75th minute. Morrow received a long ball in a totally 
unmarked position, well out on the right wing.
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While Dudley were appealing for offside the winger cut in, 
took the ball right up to the six yards’ box and then slipped 
the ball into the net – through the goalkeeper’s legs.

Following this, the Dudley goal had a whole series of escapes. 
With Brinton out of his goal four Borough forwards banged 
the ball in. Twice shots struck defenders; two others were 
kicked off the line. From the fourth shot the ball dropped near 
enough to the goalkeeper, still out of his goal, for him to dive 
on the ball and halt the siege.

Next Morrow was put through on the right and his cross was 
shot into the net by Phillips, but the referee gave offside. 
Perry headed against the bar from another right-wing cross 
and then Phillips had a header brilliantly saved by Brinton

Four minutes from the end Phillips sent Morrow away for the 
winger to cut in a crash the ball into the net for Borough’s 
fourth and final goal.

 Bloxwich Strollers v Nuneaton Borough 13-02-1954 
Bloxwich: Johnson; Price and Appleby; Devlin, Lyons and Jackson; 
Condie, Doughty, Morris, Page and Smith.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Bloxwich Strollers to play a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough saved face by getting a couple of goals in the last 
nine minutes. It was one of the poorest displays of the 
season. Borough had some excuse in the first-half as they 
battled against a stiff wind, which made progress difficult.

Bloxwich’s efforts were almost totally lacking in guile and 
while the Borough defence was kept busy, their defenders 
had no trouble in keeping their goal intact. Barber was 
seldom seriously troubled, although Bloxwich did most of 
the attacking, aided by the wind. Borough made a number of 
swift assaults which looked far more likely to produce results.

Success came to the visitors in the 26th minute. When the ball 
came over from the left Phillips and Johnson jumped for the 
ball together. Neither got it cleanly – and both players went 
down. Phillips was up first, rounded the stranded keeper and 
then pushed the ball across goal. Morrow and Catleugh both 
unmarked raced in. The right winger won the race and from 
short range slammed the ball into the net.

The home goal had another escape a few minutes later when 
Phillips shot as Johnson came out and hit the ball against the 
bar before it was scrambled away.

Instead of enjoying the advantage of the wind in the second 
period, Borough seemed to lose all sense of combination. 
They had more of the play, but their passing was so erratic 
and their finishing so dismal that Johnson did not have to 
handle a decent shot until only 15 minutes remained, when 
Whitcroft tested him.

The game continued with the visitors showing little or no idea 

of shooting until nine minutes from the end when Perry was 
brough down inside the penalty area by centre-half Lyons.

There was no doubt that it was a penalty; the referee pointed 
to the spot without hesitation. Catleugh took the kick and once 
again had the goalkeeper beaten to a frazzle. Five minutes 
from the end another Borough attack saw Phillips lift the ball 
over left back Appleby to give Wright a clear run for goal and he 
made no mistake with a well-placed short-range shot.

Borough’s easiest scoring chance of the match came in the 
last few minutes. A ball through the middle produced a race 
for possession between Phillips and the goalkeeper. The 
latter won by a split second, but could not avoid kicking the 
ball straight at the centre-forward. The ball bounced back 
towards the net and just needed tapping in, but Phillips was 
looking the other way and just before the ball crossed the line 
a defender raced across and cleared.

Catleugh Offered Trial By Bury
George Catleugh, Borough inside-right, has received an 
invitation to play for Bury FC in a Central League game – 
and may accept.

Catleugh signed amateur forms for Bury several weeks 
ago and was actually selected to play in a Central League 
match, but declined as Borough were then still engaged 
in the FA Cup. A fortnight ago he received another 
invitation to play and was offered three dates and may 
turn out against Newcastle Reserves tomorrow week.

If Catleugh decides to sign professional forms for Bury, 
his loss will be keenly felt, because apart from his 
personal skill, his partnership with Hughie Morrow has 
been a potent factor in the team’s highly successful 
showing this season.

 Aston Villa A v Nuneaton Borough 20-02-1954 
Aston Villa A: Corbett; Chamberlaine and Vinall; Barratt, Proudler and 
Dorsett; Smith, Tyrell, Hackett, Follan and Lucas.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.

Aston Villa A played host to Nuneaton Borough at Manor Park 
on Saturday in a Birmingham League fixture.

Aston Villa A enjoyed quite 65 per cent of the play, but until 
the last minute, when Barber had to go down on his knees 
to save a fast, low drive, the Borough goalkeeper was not 
caused the slightest anxiety. Villa put Borough under extreme 
pressure, especially in the second half and there were a few 
exciting skirmishes in the Borough area, but there was always 
a defender to kick the ball away.

It is no exaggeration to say that for three-parts of the second 
half Villa were pounding away at the Borough goal without 
being able to score. Tommy Hughes and his colleagues were 
often in dire trouble.
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The way Villa started suggested Borough would have a job 
to win, and up to the 22nd minute they looked anything but 
easy winners. It was a penalty kick that put them on the road 
to victory. A long ball to Morrow saw the winger cut in. First 
Dickie Dorsett fouled him, but the winger, after stumbling, 
regained his feet. He had reached the penalty area when he 
was well and truly upended by centre-half Proudler.

The referee had no hesitation in awarding Borough a penalty 
and once again Catleugh made no mistake with a low shot 
into the right hand corner of the net. Seven minutes later 
Borough got a second goal. Catleugh started the move with 
a pass to his wing partner. Morrow’s cross was only partially 
cleared by Corbett and Phillips seized on the ball to turn in 
into the net.

In the 37th minute, after a Morrow corner-kick had not 
been properly cleared, Kernick returned the ball into the 
goalmouth for Perry to dive low and plant the ball into the 
net with his head. For the first 15 minutes in the second half 
Borough were penned in. As fast as the ball was kicked away 
it was returned and they were lucky not to concede a goal. 
The first time the Borough forwards went down field, Phillips 
slammed in a grand drive which was only inches too high.

Then, worried by Perry, Villa right-back Chamberlaine started 
running towards his own goal. Corbett left his charge and 
Phillips nipped in between them and cleverly slipped the 
ball into the empty goal. Six minutes from the end, Phillips 
worried Corbett so much that he dropped the ball. The 
centre-forward squared it across the goalmouth to Morrow, 
who netted with a fast cross-shot.

In the last minute or so, following good work by Catleugh, 
Corbett again failed to properly clear the ball. Perry dashed 
in and before the keeper could get back, the left-winger put it 
into the net.

Borough’s defence was often in difficulties but, to its credit, 
kept pegging away and, unlike the Villa defence, was never 
guilty of presenting goals to their opponents.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 27-02-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.
Halesowen: Mitchell; Tucker and Lashford; Clift, Jones and Meaney; 
Coley, Hipkiss, Dugmore, Basterfield and Guest.

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter.

Borough put in an abysmal first-half display, but recovered 
sufficiently after the break to deserve their victory. Borough 
seem to have developed a slow-start habit recently and it 
takes them a little time to get into their stride. In this game, 
however, they made a slow start and remained in second 
gear practically throughout.

Barber excepted, no one on the Borough side excelled, although 
the defence was fairly sound. Whitcroft was always well up 

with his forwards and with a little luck could easily have figured 
among the scorers. Jones was Halesowen’s best defender while 
right-winger Coley was their most persistent raider.

Borough opened their account three minutes after half-
time. Morrow started the move with a ball up the wing to 
Catleugh. The latter neatly tricked Lashford and squared the 
ball in front of goal. Mitchell could only push the ball down. 
A scrimmage ensued and ended in Catleugh, who had run in, 
shooting into the net. Thus to all intents and purposes the 
inside-right had scored from his own centre.

The second goal came in the 12th minute of the second half. 
Wright sent Morrow away with a long ball up the wing. The 
outside right made ground and his perfect centre was driven 
into the net by Phillips.

Borough’s third and final goal followed when Morrow moved 
over to the left wing. He beat a defender, came along the 
dead ball line and then pulled the ball in front of goal. There 
was a real mix-up in the goalmouth and the ball eventually 
went into the net. It was not easy to know who had actually 
scored, but Perry was credited with the goal.

Another two points for the Borough, but on the whole 
anything but a championship-like display. Indeed anything 
but the form of a side likely to challenge the young Wolves.

 Boldmere St Michaels v Nuneaton Borough 06-03-1954 
Boldmere: Caddick; Biddle and Gannon; Pugh, Batchelor and Partridge; 
Webb, Green, Morris, Bolton, Figures.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.

Borough made the journey to Boldmere St Michaels for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough saved their face by scoring twice in the last quarter 
of an hour; but let it be said at once that Boldmere had every 
reason to feel that they had been desperately unlucky to lose. 
Despite the win, Borough’s form was still not up to scratch.

The best that could be said of the “Mikes” was that they 
were enthusiastic. They made no pretence at playing what 
might be called “scientific” football. They merely hit the ball 
first time upfield and chased it – tactics which have upset 
Borough before this season.

Borough, as ever, tried to play football, but just could not 
click. They approached promisingly enough, only to fail when 
the Boldmere penalty area was reached. Only three times in 
the first half did they extend the goalkeeper. Caddick pushed 
a Wright effort round the post; The same player hit one 
narrowly wide and Whitcroft put in a real piledriver which the 
keeper saved brilliantly by finger-tipping it over the bar.

The keeper was not worried until 15 minutes before full-time. 
Then for the first-time he was in real trouble. First Phillips 
turned a right-wing cross just wide of the goal with Caddick 
beaten. Less than a minute later Hughes lifted the ball in front 
of goal between Phillips and the goalkeeper. The centre-
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forward beat Caddick to the ball and slammed it hard into 
the roof of the net.

Five minutes later Borough had a throw-in about six yards 
from the corner flag on their right wing. Wright quickly threw 
the ball to Morrow who turned and then hit the ball with 
his left foot high towards goal. The rapidity with which the 
move was carried through completely caught the Boldmere 
defenders napping. Kernick, who had moved right up into the 
goalmouth was the only player with the exception of Caddick 
anywhere near the ball. As it came across the right-half 
jumped high and his perfectly-placed header nestled in the 
far corner of the net.

It was a close shave for the Borough; and they will have many 
more such close calls if they go on playing as they did for the 
greater part of this game. Certain it is that something much 
better than this will be necessary even to give them the most 
outside of outside chances of overhauling the young Wolves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Dudley Town 13-03-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.
Dudley: Brinton; Austin and Greenwood; Morgan, Knight and Craddock; 
Cookson, Gowans, Moseley, Peace and Evans.

Borough welcomed Dudley Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League fixture.

Having regard to the position they occupy in the league, 
Dudley, especially in the opening half, played surprisingly 
good football – football which compared favourably with that 
of the Borough – and they well deserved to be on level terms 
up to the half-way stage. They started the second session 
equally well, but as the game progressed became tired, and 
for the last half-hour or so were penned in their own half for 
long periods.

Even so, they still remained in the game with occasional 
breakaways and it was in one of these isolated raids that 
they very nearly went into the lead. Moseley received the ball 
with a clear run on goal. Snowball moved in to tackle, but 
hesitated and Moseley was almost able to pick his spot. He 
hit the ball towards the far end of the goal, but Barber dived 
across goal and was able to push the ball away for a corner.

In spite of the heavy pressure that Borough exerted on the 
Dudley goal, it remained anybody’s game until the 78th 
minute, when the home side got the goal they had been 
looking for. It was a simple goal in a way. With Brinton 
standing a yard or so out of goal, Wright put in a long drive. 
Maybe the keeper though the ball was going over the bar, for 
he made no attempt to save. The ball sailed over his head 
and struck the bar and rebounded to Phillips, who headed 
the ball into the net.

Dudley went straight up the other end and could have 
equalised. A cross from Evans eluded the Nuneaton 
defenders and went on to outside right Cookson. It was 

fortunate indeed for the spreadeagled Nuneaton defence 
that Cookson had to get the ball down to his feet before 
shooting. In the few seconds that it took to perform this feat, 
a defender was able to block the shot. The ball went back to 
the right-winger. He shot and again the ball struck a defender 
and was then kicked clear.

It was not until seven minutes from the end that Borough 
really settled the issue with a second goal. Phillips broke 
away on the right wing and after drawing two defenders, 
slipped the ball to the unmarked Catleugh. The inside-right’s 
first shot was only partially parried by Brinton and the ball 
ran back to Catleugh who this time put the ball into the net.

Borough undeniably deserved to win, yet they made very 
hard work of it. And until their marksmanship improves 
they will continue struggling. One of these days it is going to 
let them down, for in the few weeks that remain before the 
season ends they will be up against much stronger sides.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 20-03-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.
Stourbridge: Marson; Deakin and Rowberry; Powell, Harris and Hodges; 
Fairley, Pollard, Dunn, Whitehouse and Pulley.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough put on their best show for weeks when they beat a 
capable Stourbridge side. As with most encounters with the 
“Glassboys,” they put up a hard fight and held Borough to a 
1-0 lead until the 60th minute, when the home side extended 
their lead.

After that second reverse the visitors’ defence became 
panicky and full-backs Deakin and Rowberry were so 
troubled by wingers Morrow and Jessop that they were 
often glad to concede free kicks to stay their progress. So 
persistent was the Borough pressure in the last half-hour that 
Stourbridge were fortunate to concede only one more goal.

The visitors played neat football at times, but could make 
only limited progress against a very solid home defence which 
gave little away. There was a much happier liaison between 
the halves and forwards with the result that the 2,600 crowd 
was treated to some delightful approach work by the Borough 
forwards – moves which often left Harris and Co. floundering.

Borough opened their account in the 24th minute when 
Whitcroft sent Morrow away for the winger to slip the ball 
through to Catleugh. The latter cut in and drove the ball hard 
towards the goal. Marson could do no more than push the 
ball back to the inside-right whose return drive hit the back of 
the net.

A short inside pass by Phillips gave Wright the chance to 
make it 2-0 after 60 minutes, and then ten minutes from 
the end Phillips banged home the third goal from Morrow’s 
corner kick.
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 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 22-03-1954 
Bromsgrove: Skitt; Purcell and Williams; Otley, Wainwright and Hames; 
Deakin, Best, Mogford, Hennessey and Phillips.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers to play a 
Birmingham League match.

Borough suffered some uncomfortable moments early on and 
their defence looked none too convincing against the quick 
thrusts of a lively Rovers’ attack and Smith, in particular, was 
often left standing by Phillips. Bromsgrove scored after 12 
minutes when right-winger Deakin, was allowed two kicks of 
the ball before it entered the net. He missed his kick, but was 
given time to get in a second from which he scored.

During this period Borough’s shooting, confined to long-
range efforts, was often well wide of the target. Then came a 
remarkable transformation. Sensing that speed could prove 
a telling factor against a cumbersome defence, the Borough 
attack sprang to life with a whole series of incisive moves.

Phillips’ equalised after 40 minutes – the centre-forward 
receiving from Jessop forced his way through to net from close 
in – gaving Borough just the tonic they needed. They set about 
their second half task with an enthusiastic approach and with 
a little more steadiness in front of goal may have scored more.

As it was, it took a penalty kick in the 65th minute, awarded 
for handball, to give Nuneaton the lead. The kick was 
entrusted to Catleugh, whose hard right-footed shot hit the 
inside of the post before rebounding into the net.

Six minutes later Catleugh put another nail in Bromsgrove’s 
coffin with a goal from a left-footed drive. Borough had been 
caught offside on several occasions, but Catleugh went 
through on his own before unleashing his winning shot.

The Bromsgrove goal had quite a number of remarkable 
escapes. Once Phillips, who proved a tireless worker, chasing 
everything, scooped the ball over from almost on the line. In 
the last minute, the same player headed against the bar.

Mogford headed Phillips’ cross past Barber ten minutes from 
the end to make the score 3-2 and with just five minutes to 
go Smith kicked off Borough’s goal-line after Barber failed to 
gather the ball.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 25-03-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Lines, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.
Walsall: Chilvers; Beddow and Flavell; Finlay, B. Jones and Scarlett; 
Grubb, Allsopp, Davis, G. Jones and Bicknell.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Thursday night Birmingham League match.

The visitors were the first to get to close quarters, but Barber 
had no difficulty in saving Davis’ shot. At the other end, 

Wright sent Jessop away and after a fine run down the wing, 
the outside left forced Chilvers to concede a corner. Following 
clever play by Whitcroft and Catleugh, the former crashed in a 
left-footed shot which was only inches too high.

Chilvers distinguished himself with two fine saves from Jessop 
and Wright. First he punched the outside-left’s shot onto the 
head of Wright, whose return header he saved brilliantly. Then, 
once again, he pushed a high centre from Jessop over the bar.

Borough went straight into the attack after the break and 
were awarded a penalty when Allsopp handled. Catleugh took 
the kick, and sent the ball right into the goalkeeper’s hands. 
Borough were now swarming round the Walsall goal, and Lines 
centred for Whitcroft to shoot, but the ball hit the keeper’s legs 
and went wide. Barber tipped over the bar from Davis and then 
Smith headed off the line with Barber out of his goal.

Borough scored in the 65th minute. Jessop centred from 
the corner, for Phillips and Chilvers, the Walsall keeper, to 
go up for the ball. Phillips deflected the ball into the net. A 
minute later Kernick put Borough further ahead, taking the 
ball almost from the goalkeeper’s knees and tapping it into 
the net. Borough attacked again and were awarded another 
penalty for a foul on Phillips, who was brought down by 
Jones. Jessop drove the ball into the corner of the net.

It was all Borough in the closing stages, and Jessop, who was 
playing brilliantly, just skimmed the bar. Light was fading 
quickly and the white ball was brought into play.

 Oswestry Town v Nuneaton Borough 27-03-1954 

Borough made the journey to Oswestry for a Birmingham 
League encounter.

Borough dropped their first point in ten games when they 
were held to a 1-1 draw on Saturday. Considering it was 
their fourth game since the previous Saturday, the visitors 
performance could be rated as a good one.

Even so, they should have won, for it was a defensive 
misunderstanding in the last few minutes that enabled 
the home side to equalise. Borough were the better side 
throughout and had enough chances to have won, but often 
failed in front of goal.

Best of the forwards were Phillips, who scored his side’s goal 
in the 69th minute, and Jessop, both of whom worked hard 
throughout. Barnes got the Oswestry goal.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 29-03-1954 
Stourbridge: Marson; Deakin and Rowberry; Powell, Davies and Hodges; 
Page, Pollard, Boulton, Hughes and Dunn.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge for a Birmingham 
League game.

Making every allowance for the fact that this was Borough’s 
fifth game in ten days, this was a most unimpressive, lifeless 
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exhibition. Something much better will be needed to keep 
alive their championship hopes.

For the first 20 minutes Borough kept up a steady pressure on 
the Stourbridge goal. After 15 minutes Phillips burst through 
the middle and tried hard for goal. Marson had to hurl himself 
across goal to punch away. The ball ran to Jessop, who from a  
none-too-easy angle fired in a hard low cross-shot which had 
the goalkeeper beaten all the way and nestled in the far corner.

A few minutes later Wright missed an easy chance of adding 
to his side’s lead but turned the ball wide of a yawning net. 
The game proceeded very largely in Borough’s favour until 
the 26th minute, when Boulton was adjudged to have been 
fouled by Smith and Page scored the equaliser from the spot.

Fourteen minutes later J. Hughes drew the Borough defence 
across to the left and then squared the ball to the unmarked 
Page not more than three yards out. He had no trouble in 
beating Barber to give Stourbridge a 2-1 half-time lead.

The second half produced an almost non-stop attack on the 
home goal. Borough must have spent 35 of the 45 minutes 
hovering inside the Stourbridge penalty area, but the longer 
they stayed there the less likely they looked like scoring.

Then, as so often happens Stourbridge broke away. Hughes, 
almost right on top of Barber, tried to hook the ball away, 
completely missed – and left Boulton with the simple task of 
tapping the ball past Barber. This was a pity for Hughes for he  
was one of the few Borough players who had played really well.

Nothing but victory over the Wolves tomorrow can make up 
for the loss of these two points. Let’s hope they pull it off.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 03-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League encounter.

Borough were slightly the better of two good sides, but 
they didn’t enjoy the best of luck. Three times they hit the 
woodwork of the Wolves’ goal with keeper Dwyer stranded; 
Jessop hit a post and a beautiful cross from the same player 
hit the bar and went away from three awaiting forwards. The 
goalkeeper knew nothing of Phillips’ drive which hit him on 
the knees.

The keeper made a terrific save from a Catleugh first-timer 
and a back headed off the line from another Phillips’ effort 
and also kicked away from Jessop.

The Wolves were a very capable side. They had less of the 
game than Borough, yet were always dangerous when on 
the move. So well, however, did Borough defend, so well did 
they cover Barber that the goalkeeper had far less to do than 
Dwyer, who was often in real trouble.

After 75 minues Mason broke through on the right, rounded 
Snowball, drew the defence over and then put a low ball 

across to the unmarked Murray, who gave Barber no chance 
with a fast, along-the-ground drive. That solitary goal might 
have clinched the championship for the Wolves and at the 
same time put paid to Borough’s chances.

In the last 15 minutes the Wolves’ defence took a real 
hammering, but by first-time tackling and a willingness 
to concede corners and kick the ball out of play, Wolves 
successfully overcame the onslaught.

 Kidderminster H. v Nuneaton Borough 05-04-1954 
Kidderminster: Morris; McGuire and Smale; Hatch, Kerr and Green; 
Austin, Heron, Hitchen, Treherne and Aldred.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Lines, Catleugh, Phillips, Street and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Aggborough to face 
Kidderminster Harriers in a Birmingham League fixture.

One defensive mistake cost Borough the points against 
the Wolves; another mistake cost them this game under 
the floodlights at Kidderminster on Monday. The trouble is 
that the attack seems quite unable these days to take the 
weight off the defence for anything like a sustained period. 
The result is that Hughes and Co., are kept on the go almost 
without respite and are bound to err on occasions.

It was Tommy Hughes who made the mistake this time – 
probably the one and only real mistake he made. It happened 
14 minutes after half-time and gave the Harriers their second 
goal. Hughes had time to clear a long ball down the middle 
but tried to dribble round centre-forward Hitchen, but lost 
the ball. HItchen gained possession, moved across to the left 
and then beat Barber with a well-placed left-foot drive.

Five minutes before half-time Treherne had netted the 
Harriers’ first goal from what looked suspiciously like an 
offside position. Kernick reduced the lead from Lines’ corner 
kick in the 74th minute and though Borough tried hard to get 
an equaliser, the forwards, Jessop apart, caused little danger.

In a way Borough were again unlucky, for before the Harriers 
had scored and again when they were leading 2-0 both Lines 
and Kernick shot against a post. On the whole, however, 
the forwards played poorly and seldom looked really 
troublesome near the Harriers’ goal.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 08-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Finch and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Walsall for a Birmingham 
League encounter. Nineteen-year-old Albert Finch, of Hartshill 
Old Boys made his debut.

Barber was the first of the two goalkeepers to be called to 
action when in the 4th minute, he saved an Allsopp shot 
which was directed in the angle of the woodwork. The home 
side forced two corners in quick succession, but Barber again 
handled competently.
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In Nuneaton’s first raid Morrow put over from an oblique 
angle. The outside right was then put through by Catleugh, 
but overran the ball, and the danger was cleared. The first ten 
minutes play had given the 200 or so spectators little to enthuse 
over. From a high Jessop centre Phillips headed goalwards, but 
there was no strength in the effort to worry Chilvers.

Snowball was prominent in initiating many of Borough’s 
attacks. The visitors’ goal had a narrow escape when a shot 
from G. Jones passed under Barber’s body, but fortunately 
the ball went wide of the post. Both sides seemed content to 
play at half speed, and there was a noticeable lack of bite in 
the game so far.

Two minutes before the interval Whitcroft fired in a hard right-
footed shot which was headed over the bar by a defender.

Twelve minutes after the interval Phillips put Borough ahead, 
but within a minute Walsall had equalised through Grubb. 
Borough were putting more life as well as more skill into 
their play this half. In one raid Finch was put clean through 
by Phillips, but Chilvers smothered the ball before the inside 
left could get in a shot. Jessop then rounded two opponents, 
only to put over the bar from a difficult angle.

After 79 minutes Borough took a deserved lead when Finch 
whipped the ball into the net from a Phillips centre. Shortly 
afterwards the centre-forward was clean through himself, but 
fired yards wide.

‘Jock’ Dorans Dead
A member of the old Nuneaton Town Southern League 
side, “Jock” Dorans, who lived at 9, Blackatree Road, 
Nuneaton, died last Friday and was buried on Tuesday, 
which would have been his 59th birthday.

“Jock” came to Nuneaton in 1924 and played a wing-half 
in the Southern League side in the seasons 1925 and 26.

Born at Glasgow, he had played for Third Lanark, 
Peterborough, Portsmouth and Ebbw Vale, and was 
a member of the Vale team which won the Southern 
League championship in the season 1922-23.

He left Nuneaton at the end of the 1926 season and 
played for Third Lanark in 1927, his last season in 
professional football. He leaves a widow, a son and a 
daughter.

 Worcester City Res. v Nuneaton Borough 10-04-1954 

Borough made the journey to St George’s Lane to take on 
Worcester City Reserves in a Birmingham League game.

This was something like the Cup fighting Borough. They 
started as though they really meant business, got an early 
goal – and then proceeded to give their opponents a real 
lesson in the football arts. So much so indeed that the home 
side were lucky to get away with a 6-1 thrashing. Particularly 
gratifying was the work of the forwards. They had been 

struggling for weeks; this time they all hit the high spots 
together – and one could only feel sorry for the home defence 
which was smashed right, left and centre.

Although Phillips and Catleugh got the goals, wingers Morrow 
and Jessop both showed the slow-moving home defenders 
the way home, while Geoff Wright gave a vastly improved 
display and was always in the thick of the onslaught on the 
City goal. The home side had no answer to the long ball 
through the middle and Phillips had a field day.

Borough opened the scoring on 13 minutes when Catleugh 
hit a long ball through the middle for Phillips to race through 
unchallenged and beat Billington from close range. On the 
half-hour mark Phillips again fastened on to a down-the-
middle pass, outpaced the defence and again shot into the net.

Two minutes after the break Jessop centred for Catleugh to 
head through off the inside of the far post; and four minutes 
later Jessop again centred perfectly for Phillips to head into 
the net. After 61 minutes Morrow made all the running for 
Catleugh to crack home the sixth goal.

Nine minutes from time Barker broke away on the Worcester 
left and centred for Friel to head through from close range.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 13-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Jessop.
Redditch: Divine; Baker and Hunt; Davies, Aston and Williams; Giles, 
Davidson, Brain, Marriott and Rhodes.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park on Tuesday 
evening for a Birmingham League match.

Borough suffered a setback midway through the first half 
when Jessop was injured and spent the rest of game as a 
passenger. Even so, the home side did enough pressing in the 
second-half to have brought them more than enough goals 
to have wiped out the 2-1 lead the visitors had established in 
the 54th minute.

The trouble was that though they penned in the 
“Needlemen” for most of the second period, there was 
little method in their attacks and even less shooting ability. 
Borough again made the mistake of playing the ball too close 
and seldom opened the Redditch defence. The one occasion 
they did spreadeagle Aston and Co. they got their goal – the 
first goal of the match.

A ball through the middle was deftly headed down by Wright 
for Phillips to collect it and run through to beat Divine easily 
from close range. But an equaliser in the next minute seemed 
to put them right out of their stride. It came as a bolt from the 
blue. In a Redditch move on the left, Rhodes found himself 
clear. He failed properly to get the ball across. It ran loose to 
the evergreen Bobby Davidson, who left Barber standing with 
as beautiful a shot as you could wish to see. The next shock 
for Borough came nine minutes after the break. Redditch 
were awarded a free-kick on the right just outside the penalty 
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area. The foxy Davidson drove the ball hard and low into a 
ruck of players in front of goal. Out shot Giles’ foot and the 
ball flew across Barber and finished in far corner of the net.

After that little was seen of Redditch as an attacking force and 
it was only occasionally that they crossed the half-way line, 
yet they could easily have had two more goals.

At Worcester the same Borough forward line made 
goalscoring look easy. On this occasion goals were often 
threatened, but only one materialised – because in their 
anxiety to wipe out Redditch’s lead the forwards put far too 
much “bull” and not nearly enough skill into their work.

You can’t get goals without creating them. That’s why 
Borough literally threw away another two points. They didn’t 
give themselves time to do their job properly. The defence, 
too, was not entirely blameless. They had not nearly so 
much work to do as their opposite numbers but made far 
more obvious mistakes. Hughes was again the best defender. 
Altogether Borough’s display was a big disappointment.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 16-04-1954 

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion on Good Friday 
to play a Birmingham Combination game.

If the forwards had played half as well as the defence in this 
match, Burton Albion would still be awaiting for their first 
success over Nuneaton Borough. Because of the general 
failure of the forward line, the defence scarcely had a 
moment’s respite from first kick to last. No sooner was one 
Burton attack beaten off than another developed because of 
the inability of the forwards to sustain an attack.

In one of their infrequent raids, Borough took the lead in 
the 34th minute. Townsend failed to hold a hard drive from 
Morrow and Wright was left with the simple task of forcing 
the ball over the line.

Due to the heroic work of the visiting defence, in which 
Hughes was again a dominant figure, Borough held on to 
their slender lead until 15 minutes from the end, when from a 
free-kick, Hodgkins equalised. Then eight minutes from time 
Barber, hard pressed by three defenders, failed to reach a 
centre from the right. Evans headed towards the empty net. 
Whitcroft dashed in and hooked the ball away – but it had 
already crossed the line.

Jessop was badly missed, for Porter found the occasion 
a little too much for him. In fact the whole line lacked 
enthusiasm and failed to take the weight off the defence 
which in the end, not unnaturally faltered under terrific odds.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 17-04-1954 

Wolves A played their home Birmingham League match 
against Borough at Manor Park on Saturday.

Leading 2-0 until 25 minutes from the end, Borough cracked 
and were beaten 3-2, the Wolves winning goal coming three 
minutes from the end.

Two of the Wolves’ goals were lucky affairs. When they got their 
first after 65 minutes, a harmless looking ball bounced against 
Kernick and was deflected into the net. Their equaliser eight 
minutes from the end came from a throw-in awarded when the 
ball had not been out of play. Bonson was the scorer. The same 
player got the winner with a header from a right-wing cross.

Up to the moment that they conceeded that in-off goal, 
Borough deserved to be ahead and appeared certain winners. 
After that the home defenders lost their grip on the lively 
Wolves’ forwards and bad marking allowed the visiting right 
wing to get bang on top. It was from Punter’s crosses that all 
the Wolves’ goals came. He was the danger man throughout.

Charlie Evans, replacing the injured Wright, started the 
moves which led to both Borough goals. Only three minutes 
from the start he sent Morrow away. The latter pushed the 
ball through to Catleugh, who netted from close range. The 
second goal came a minute from half-time when Evans drew 
the defenders over to the left and then swung the ball over to 
the far post for Phillips to put through.

Borough played well up to when the Wolves got their lucky 
opener. After that the visitors got on top. For all that, doubtless 
they would have been well-satisfield with a draw. Which was as 
much as they deserved. But these young Wolves are not a team 
to throw away scoring chances when they come along.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 19-04-1954 

Borough made the journey to the Cross Keys to take on 
Hednesford Town in a Birmingham League game.

While their legs lasted Borough were every bit as good as the 
home side at Hednesford on Easter Monday and once again 
got the first goal. Then, as has so often happened recently, 
they failed to stand the pace and in the end were well beaten 
– at least so the score would suggest.

Hednesford certainly deserved to win, but were flattered by 
the score. Borough could so easily have scored four times 
themselves. For in addition to the goal they got, Phillips had 
what looked like a perfectly legitimate goal disallowed. The 
same player – incidentally the centre-forward, had scored the 
opening goal – contrived to head over the bar a Porter corner-
kick which swung in so violently that it would have gone in 
the net had it not been touched.

Phillips all but beat goalkeeper Ken Phillips in an exciting race 
for a through-ball – the goalkeeper was decidedly lucky to see 
his goal escape; Catleugh smashed a terrific shot against the 
underside of the bar only to see the ball come back into play; 
and to cap it all, three times Morrow had cannon-ball shots 
stopped by defenders. So it will be seen that the forwards 
had more than their share of bad luck.

Borough lost because their defence cracked in the second-
half. Even so Hednesford got three of their four goals from 
goalmouth scrambles following corner kicks, one of those 
going in off Stan Smith.
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Woolner, who played in goal for Barber, down with the ’flu, 
could in no wise be blamed for his side’s defeat. He put 
up a courageous display. Porter, playing his second first-
team game did much better than at Burton and with more 
experience could make the grade.

Phillips got Borough’s goal at 22 minutes following good work 
by Kernick and Catleugh. Hill levelled the score a minute 
before half-time. Second half goals were scored by Hill, 
Corbett and Smith (own goal).

 Nuneaton Borough v Hereford United Res. 20-04-1954 
Borough welcomed Hereford United Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League game on Easter Tuesday.

As in the game against Wolves A, Borough scored first and 
then had to struggle. This time, however, although conceding 
a goal, they hung on gamely to their slender 2-1 lead, thus 
gaining their first holiday success.

Stan Smith and Kernick were rested and their places were 
taken by Eddie Thornton and Hartopp respectively. Both did 
reasonably well. It would have been a tragedy had Borough 
not won this game. Once again, however, leg weariness 
nearly cost them at least one point, though Hereford would 
not have deserved it.

Borough were the better side in the first half and well 
deserved their two goal lead, both scored by Phillips. The 
first following good work by Catleugh after six minutes, and 
the second at 35 minutes, after Jessop had driven a powerful 
shot into a ruck of players in the goalmouth.

When Smith reduced the lead from a Weakes’ cross 15 
minutes after half-time, things looked ominous for the 
Borough, especially as it was obvious that their defenders 
were fast tiring. But they stuck it out to the bitter end, aided 
and abetted by poor finishing by the Hereford forwards.

Phillips again worked hard in the middle while Jessop put 
across many fine centres, especially in the second half when 
the home forwards fought hard to get a third goal to put the 
issue completely beyond doubt. Often the fine work of Sewell 
in the visitors’ goal stood between Borough and that third 
goal – a goal which never came.

Seeing that seven of the Hereford team had not played the 
day before and that the other four were members of the 
Southern League side, Borough did well to win.

 Nuneaton Borough v Cradley Heath 24-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Evans and Jessop.
Cradley Heath: Nightingale; Cole and Lilley; Cotton, Green and Homer; 
Forrest, Dunn, Hall, Hamblett and Lamb.

Borough welcomed Cradley Heath to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League fixture.

Although Borough beat Cradley easily enough on Saturday, 
theirs was not a convincing display and for most of the game 

play was scrappy. This was especially so in the second half 
after Borough had established a four-goal interval lead. The 
fact that the game had already been won and lost by then 
may have had something to do with the lower quality of the 
play afterwards.

The tall Hall kept the Cradley front-line moving nicely but 
when it came to shooting – well, Barber had little or nothing 
to do. Borough missed several second-half scoring chances 
through dilly-dallying. Morrow was the chief offender in this 
respect, and quite a few times failed to cross the ball to an 
unmarked colleague, or put it behind.

The Cradley defence looked suspect when the ball was kept 
on the ground, but did much better when the ball was in the 
air due to their complement of six-footers. It was surprising 
that Borough didn’t take more advantage of this as Phillips’ 
ability to outpace Green when the ball was put low down the 
middle was apparent.

Phillips got three of his side’s six goals. Two of them, however, 
were obtained from what looked offside positions. He was 
allowed to carry on and the centre-forward lost no time in 
banging the ball past the helpless Nightingale.

Cradley got off to a bad start by blundering to allow 
Morrow to net a simple goal after 11 minutes’ play. At 
eighteen minutes, Phillips lifted the ball over the advancing 
goalkeeper’s head into the empty net. Phillips made all the 
running for Catleugh to score a third goal in the 33rd minute. 
Then, almost on half-time, Evans broke through on the right 
and squared the ball for Morrow to net with a flying header. 
This was easily the best goal of the lot.

After 73 minutes Phillips received from Morrow and finished 
up by slamming a hard, low ball into the net. Eight minutes 
from the end Phillips made it six with the Cradley defence 
spreadeagled.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 26-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Thornton; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Hartopp, Catleugh, Phillips, Evans and Perry.
Bromsgrove: Skitt; Williams and Haines; Utey, J. Wainwright and 
A. Wainwright; Deakin, Sheward, Best, Robinson and Bench.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

After only five minutes, Borough were awarded a penalty for 
handball. Catleugh took the kick and turned his shot wide 
of the post. A few minutes later Phillips fastened on to a 
through-the-middle pass, raced ahead to within a few yards 
of Skitt in the Bromsgrove goal – and then scooped the ball 
over the bar. To all intents and purposes that was the end of 
Borough. They got progressively worse, were a goal down at 
half-time and conceded three more after the change of ends.

Even the usually very safe Arthur Barber had a bad time and 
could not be held blameless for two of the Rovers’ goals. 
Three of them came the easy way – two from corner kicks and 
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one from a shot from the corner of the penalty area which 
should have been covered. Borough were fair until the Rovers 
got their second goal six minutes after half-time. That goal 
seemed to knock all the heart out of them and they just faded 
away while the Rovers went on improving.

In fact, for the remainder of the second half Bromsgrove had 
matters so much their own way that it was now merely a 
question as to what would be the extent of their final victory. 
Their play became more confident and they finished the 
easiest of winners. Borough had a reasonable share of the 
ball but did not know what to do with it once they had it.

The strong Rovers’ defence experienced little difficulty in 
checking Borough’s ill-conceived raids, which invariably 
fizzled out long before any real danger was threatened. The 
veteran Joe Wainwright was master in the middle and was 
backed by colleagues who tackled strongly and kicked a 
much better length than their counterparts.

Sheward got the Rovers’ opening goal following a Bench 
corner kick after 23 minutes. Best obtained the second six 
minutes after half-time when Barber lost the ball. Robinson 
made it three with a left-foot drive on 60 minutes and Best 
completed the scoring after 79 minutes, again following a 
corner kick.

 Nuneaton Borough v Oswestry Town 29-04-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Thornton; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Morrow, Catleugh, Phillips, Wright and Perry.

Borough welcomed Oswestry Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

A goal by Wright after 30 minutes – the inside-left forced his 
way through following a free-kick to net from close-range – 
gave Borough victory in their last home match of the season.

But what a hard job they made of it! With merely average 
finishing they could have won by a handsome margin. As it 
was, the fiddling and fumbling of the home forwards in their 
opponents’ penalty area allowed Oswestry to escape lightly. 
The lack of snap shooting made it that Borough had to fight 
every inch of the way against this very young visiting side.

As usual it fell to Whitcroft to do most of the shooting – but 
Tommy was not at his best. Three minutes before the interval 
Perry fired yards wide from a penalty after a defender had 
handled the ball in the area. The handball offence probably 
prevented a goal, for the centre from Phillips appeared to be 
going straight to the head of the well-positioned Wright. 
The best shot of the match came in the closing stages of 
the game from Catleugh, whose hard left-footed drive really 
deserved a goal.

Although Borough had three parts of the play, there was 
always the danger that Oswestry might break away and 
snatch an equaliser in one of their neat, precise raids, but 
when it came to finishing they were no better than Borough. 
Credit the home defence, however, with another fine display. 

Apart from Thornton – often slow on the turn – they gave 
little away.

 Halesowen Town v Nuneaton Borough 01-05-1954 

Borough made the journey to The Grove to play Halesowen 
Town in the final game of the Birmingham League season.

Borough and Halesowen produced a typical end-of-the-
season football match and not until the home side went 
ahead in the second half did the game liven up.

Play was poor throughout the first-half and there were few 
incident wothy of note. It was not until Dugmore gave the 
home side the lead in the 67th minute from a pass by Guest 
that Borough really got down to the business on hand. Two 
minutes later the visitors drew level through Perry, after the 
left-winger had beaten three men. The ball was already in the 
net before Phillips finished it off.

Dugmore again put Halesowen ahead, and they held their 
lead until the last minute of the game when, following a left-
wing move, Phillips got an equaliser.

Whitcroft again had a good match, while Perry did well on the 
left-wing. Barber made several fine saves and handled the 
ball cleanly. In the second half Morrow and Evans changed 
places, the former moving to inside left and the latter going 
on the right wing.

On the whole it was a very mediocre game.

Signed By Watford
George Catleugh, Borough’s young inside-right, signed 
professional forms for Watford, the Third Division Club, 
on Tuesday.

Watford have been interested in Catleugh ever since the 
FA Cup game and several times since have watched him, 
the last time only a week or so ago.

Catleugh, who lives at Arley, played for King’s Lynn while 
doing his National Service and on coming to this district 
signed for the Borough, playing his first game for the 
club at Wellington on September 12.

He scored 22 goals during the season.

Season Review 1953-54
The football season just ended could have been one of the 
most memorable in the Borough Club’s history. Not only did 
the team reach the second round proper of the FA Cup – and 
who will forget that great 3-0 victory over Third Division side 
Watford, and those two terrific tussles with Queen’s Park 
Rangers at Shepherd’s Bush and then at Manor Park? – but up 
to the last month of the season were well in the running for 
the Birmingham League championship as well.

It was that remarkable Cup run which destroyed the club’s 
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championship prospects, for every round they won meant 
a postponed league match and an unavoidable pile-up of 
fixtures at the end of the season.

Seventeen league matches in the last five weeks of the 
season! Was it to be wondered at then, that the team should 
have failed to stay the course?

Harking back to the Cup games, there seems every reason 
to believe that but for Jessop’s injury during the first-half 
of the match at Shepherd’s Bush, Borough would have 
reached the third round and thus entertained Port Vale, 
who went on to reach the semi-final and so handsomely 
win the championship of the Third Division North, and gain 
promotion to Division II.

In spite of Jessop’s injury, Borough led Queen’s Park 1-0 until 
two minutes from the end. Alas, in the replay at Manor Park 
during the following week, the Rangers suceeded, somewhat 
fortunately, in winning 2-1. Thus a truly great Cup run ended, 
but its memories will linger on.

The Biggest Blow
Up to that time there is little doubt that this was one of the 
best Borough sides for years. Then came the rebuffs. Jessop’s 
injury was quickly followed by an injury to Geoff Wright, and 
then came the biggest blow of all – the serious injury of Eddie 
Davies at Lye on January 16, which kept him out of the game 
for the rest of the season.

Even though Jessop – and Wright came back subsequently, 
but only intermittently, the dash, determination and shooting 
powers of Eddie Davies were sadly missed. In saying this, one 
is not decrying the sterling efforts of his successor at centre-
forward Cyril Phillips, who on the whole made a more than 
useful substitute.

Fact is, however, that the forward line only on rare occasions 
afterwards reached the standards they set during their 
progress in the Cup competition. Something was missing; 
that “something” was the hustling and bustling Davies.

Battled On
Still, despite the short absence of Wright, the much longer 
absence of Jessop – and the complete loss of Davies’ services, 
the team battled on, largely because a very sound defence 
remained intact. It was obvious though, that the forward line 
was struggling for goals.

Yet everything went reasonably well until the end-of-the-
season rush of fixtures. Then the trouble really started. 
At Stourbridge on the evening of March 29, Borough were 
beaten 3-1. The following Saturday the important game with 
Wolves A was lost 1-0. After that the team went to pieces and 
the rest of the story is too well-known to be re-told here.

Outstanding
Outstanding players? There can be no doubt at all that the 
three most consistent players were Barber, Hughes and 

Whitcroft. Barber again proved himself one of the best 
keepers outside League football and probably better than 
some inside. His only fault was a tendency nearly always to 
clear the ball down the middle.

The capture of the season was without doubt Tommy 
Hughes, the man no centre-forward could rattle. The 
Irishman, once settled in, was the personification of what a 
centre-half should be – cool, calm and collected, no matter 
how things were going.

Whitcroft put up many brilliant performances and played 
better than ever before. He improved in his tackling and even 
bettered his already well-known attacking powers.

Sound Defence
On the whole, little fault could be found with the defence. 
Stan Smith, Mick Snowball and Dudley Kernick all played 
well, with the irrepressible Mick Snowball ever in the thick 
of the fray.

The attack shaped well up to the time of those unfortunate 
injuries to Davies, Jessop and Wright. Hughie Morrow gave 
many sparkling performances on the right wing. Jessop 
likewise on the left. Wright lost his form towards the end of 
the season. Catleugh was an able partner to Morrow for most 
of the season, but faded a little towards the end.

Season’s Record
Borough’s full record for the season was:

P58, W32, D12, L14, F152, A77

Goalscorers
It is significant that although Eddie Davies has not played 
since his serious injury at Lye on January 17, he should still 
be the club’s leading scorer with 25 goals. In second place is 
Cyril Phillips, who took over the leadership of the attack on 
January 23 – the week after Davies’ injury.

The full list of scorers in all games is:

Davies .......................................................... 25
Phillips ........................................................ 23
Catleugh ...................................................... 22
Morrow  ....................................................... 22
Wright  ......................................................... 20
Perry ............................................................ 12
Jessop  .......................................................... 9
Kernick .......................................................... 6
Whitcroft........................................................ 3
Laybourne  .................................................... 2
Cooper  .......................................................... 2
Evans ............................................................. 1
Meredith ........................................................ 1
Opponents .................................................... 4
Total .......................................................... 152
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Borough Supporters’ Club
Successful Season Reported
Nuneaton Borough FC Supporters’ Club, since its formation 
three years ago, has given £1,023 14s. 9d. towards the 
betterment of football in Nuneaton.

In addition £237 11s. 11d. has been distributed to other 
deserving causes, including the Nuneaton Hospitals, Railway 
Orphans’ Fund, the Robert Quartermaine Appeal and the 
Mayor’s T.B. Fund.

These facts were disclosed at the annual meeting at the 
Peacock Inn, presided over by Mr W. Sutton, chairman of the 
club. A successful year’s working was noted with satisfaction.

Mr W. Sutton was re-elected chairman and members paid 
tribute to his work during the past season. Mr F. Staples was 
elected secretary after being complimented on his work. The 
committee was re-elected.

Northampton Tribute To Frank Upton
“The Best Prospect In Years”
By parting with Upton, who came from Nuneaton in March, 
1953, the Cobblers have sold the best prospect in years, and 
I do not think the sale will meet with much approval from 
supporters.”

Thus writes “Flag-Kick” in a Northampton newspaper 
regarding the transfer of Frank Upton from Northampton 
Town to Derby County at a fee described as “substantial.”

The writer said: “It was one of those things which had to 
happen sooner or later.”

He goes on: “From the time this 19-year-old half-back gained 
his first team place last season he hardly put a foot wrong, 
and on more than one occasion emerged as the man of the 
match. He combined youthful enthusiasm with a great deal 
of footballing sense, and in my opinion his tackling – always 
of the first-time brand – and distribution, were of a kind 
one does not often see even from a player with twice his 
experience...”

Derby County had shown interest in Upton for some times – at 
the end of last season, in fact – and they were not the only club 
who took a fancy to him. Middlesbrough were reported to have 
watched him and indeed local sporting gossip was tipping 
Dennison to take Upton with him when he moved up north.

Borough Signings
The Observer understands that Borough FC are awaiting 
confirmation of the signatures of Ayton, an inside-forward, 
who has played for Hull City and Leicester City and, for the 
past two seasons, Bedford in the Southern League; and 
another forward named Bromley, in whom several League 
clubs have been interested.

It is reported that Eddie Davies has started work and will 
resume training next week.

Birmingham League
Final Table 1953-1954 
 P W D L F A Pts
Wolves “A” 46 33  5  8 158  53 71
Burton 46 32  6  9 120  58 68
Brierley Hill Alliance 46 29  5 12 138  72 63
Nuneaton Borough 46 27  8 11 129  64 62
Kidderminster Res. 46 27  8 11 100  73 62
Hednesford 46 25  7 14 122  81 57
Redditch 46 26  4 16 111  76 56
Hereford Reserves 46 23 10 13 124  73 56
Oswestry 46 24  6 16 122  82 54
Bromsgrove 46 25  4 17 125  98 54
Stourbridge 46 25  3 18  89  68 53
Worcester Reserves 46 22  5 19 115 119 49
Halesowen 46 19  8 19  99 104 46
Shrewsbury Reserves 46 17 11 18  98  86 45
Lye Town 46 17  9 20  85 100 43
Brush Sports 46 15 10 20  96 100 40
Aston Villa “A” 46 16  6 24  91 126 38
Walsall Reserves 46 14  6 25  65 110 34
Cradley Heath 46 10 11 25  64 114 31
Wellington 46 10  9 27  76 126 29
Bloxwich Strollers 46 8 11 27  58 138 27
Whitwick Colliery 46 9  9 28 110 169 27
Boldmere St. Michaels 46 5  9 32  71 190 19
Dudley 46 4 10 32  56 146 18

Nuneaton Borough AFC Ltd., AGM
Borough Lost £54 Despite Cup Run
Despite its successful run in the FA Cup, during the course of 
which the Manor Park attendance record was twice broken, 
Nuneaton Borough FC reports a loss of £54 on the past 
season. Which all goes to show how poorly was the club 
supported after the Cup run had ended.

It is perfectly obvious that the club made a handsome profit 
from the Cup – and it is equally clear that but for that, a very 
substantial, maybe crippling loss would have been sustained.

In effect the profit made on the Cup was more than 
swallowed up by the losses on league matches, which 
towards the end of the season, must have been substantial.

The club yesterday issued the following statement:

At the eleventh annual general meeting of shareholders of 
the Nuneaton Borough AFC, held this week, the statement of 
accounts revealed a loss of £54 4s. 3d.

Chief items of income and expenditure are as follows:

Income: Gate receipts from league matches and Cup ties 
after opposing clubs’ shares and entertainment duty were 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 1

247 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

deducted £6,265 17s. 7d.; season tickets and donations £567 
15s.; net amount of transfer fees £50.

Expenditure:

Players wages, travelling and hotel expenses £5,425 4s. 7d.; 
rent, ground maintenance £323 12s. 10d.; insurance £197 16s, 
10d.; referees, linesmen, gatemen and police £368 5s. 4d; sports 
materials £175 8s. 6d; laundry and surgical £191 11s. 10d.

The election of officials for season 1954-55 results: 
Chairman: Mr R. Carris; vice-chairman Mr F. J. Perry; 
hon. secretary, Mr P. Osborne.

The directors re-elected were Messrs. J. G. Till, F. Watkins and 
J. F. L. Lenton.

Mr  D. Lapworth was appointed senior trainer.

Claridge passes to Cartwright when tackled by David Lapworth in the 
“soccer with a rugger ball” match between Nuneaton RFC and Borough 
at the New Inn. Even referee George Mason has a smile on his face!

Photo: Nuneaton Observer
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Lockheed — 1st Qualifying Round
Nuneaton welcomed Leamington to 
Manor Park for a 1st Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Borough: Barber; Insley and Snowball; 
Smith, H. Upton and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.

Lockheed: Branston; Jennings and Sneddon; 
Greenway, Hawker and Bury; Eales, Draper, 
Brison,  Dawson and M. French.

Borough can’t hope to make much 
progress in the FA Cup if they don’t do 
better than in Saturday’s game. Their 
in-and-out form is most puzzling.

Harry Upton had his worst afternoon 
at centre-half since he came into the 
senior side in place of George Mason, 
while Insley had a very poor game at 
right back.

Branston played brilliantly in the 
Lockheed goal and made a whole 
series of fine saves, yet there were 
occasions when better marksmanship 
must have meant goals.

None of the three inside men had 
a good match, they missed several 
comparatively easy scoring chances 
and it was truly surprising that Morrow, 
who vied with French for the honour 
of best forward on view, should have 
been given the ball more, when he 
stood unmarked on several occasions.

Mick Snowball was outstanding in 
Borough’s defence and Barber, was his 
usual dependable self. The forwards 
did well in the first-half and with a bit 
of luck might have made the game safe 
by half-time, as Leamington’s goal had 
some very narrow squeaks.

Borough’s goal came five minutes from 
the start. Wright sent Perry away. 
The winger crossed the ball to Morrow. 
A defender kicked away off the line 
only for the ball to run to Perry, who 
put through from close range.

Rugby Town — 2nd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton made the journey to Rugby 
Town for a 2nd Qualifying Round FA 
Cup tie.

Rugby Town: Grimley; Quinney and Smith; 
Rowley, Llewellyn and Brown; Johnstone, 
Awde, Harley, Turner and Hallard.

Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough were lucky to beat Rugby on 
the Bilton Road ground on Saturday. 
The visitors had Arthur Barber to 
thank for another brilliant display of 
goalkeeping.

The visitors seemed to be heading for 
a certain, if somewhat uneasy victory 
until 11 minutes from the end. At that 
moment Borough were leading 2-0 
and first Davies and then Catleugh 
had gone close to increasing their 
advantage. Indeed, Rugby appeared 
to have given up the fight. Then Rugby 
were awarded a penalty. Tommy 
Hughes three times tackled Turner. 
Twice the ball was driven at him; the 
third time the ball struck his hand.

Former Borough player Keith Brown 
cut Borough’s lead with the resulting 
spot kick. The goal signalled a 
remarkable Rugby rally. They swarmed 
into the attack and kept the Borough 
defence under constant fire.

With two minutes to go Keith Brown 
fired in a terrific drive. To prevent 
what might so easily have been a 
goal, Hughes quite deliberately threw 
himself at the ball. It rebounded to 
Brown who slammed in another hard 
drive, which Hughes took right in the 
pit of the stomach. He went down like a 
log and the game was held up while he 
received attention. Less than a minute 
later the whistle went for time.

The Borough attack looked innocuous 
at times, yet it is to their credit that 
they snapped up two scoring chances. 
When they got their opening goal at 
41 minutes it was Hughes who started 
the move with a long kick up to the left 
wing. Grimley the Rugby goalkeeper, 
made the mistake of leaving his goal 
and before he could get back the ball 
was crossed into the middle for Davies 
to head through.

The move which brought the visitors’ 

second goal really caught the Rugby 
defence napping. The home side had 
been attacking hotly. Out of a cluster 
of players came Snowball. He took the 
ball upfield and then banged it forward 
to Catleugh. The inside right quickly 
slipped it out to Morrow, for the winger 
to close in and beat Grimley with a cross 
shot which had the keeper well beaten.

Both goals were well taken but 
generally speaking the visiting 
forwards caused little trouble to 
Grimley. He had much less to do than 
Barber, who made several superb 
saves. To this grand keeper must go the 
main credit for Borough’s victory.

Burton Albion — 3rd Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton made the journey to Burton 
Albion for a 3rd Qualifying Round FA 
Cup tie.
Burton: Townsend; Hadfield and Neville; 
Aston, Weston and McAdam; Boulton, 
Duggins, McKaig, Russell and Barber.

Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Borough would be well-satisfied with 
this draw, whereas Burton will be 
disappointed in drawing the game due 
to a disputed penalty half-way through 
the second-half.

Borough were fortunate in that twice, 
or it may have been three times, the 
woodwork of their goal was struck. 
But the luck was not all on Borough’s 
side. Goal-worthy shots by Wright and 
Jessop, which appeared to be heading 
for the net, struck defenders, who 
knew little or nothing about them.

Also, Davies lifted the ball over the top 
from near the penalty spot, and both 
Snowball and Morrow skimmed the 
bar. Morrow forced Townsend to save 
at full-stretch into the bargain.

Burton took the lead in the 36th 
minute. A sharp attack had the visiting 
defenders going backwards and when 
Duggins crossed the ball in front of 
goal, McKaig was there to send it into 
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the net wide of Barber.

This was no football classic. Far from it. 
Nor was it the hectic struggle usually 
associated with cup-ties. It seemed 
just another game with neither side 
doing more than their opponents 
would allow. On the whole two evenly 
matched sides.

Burton Albion — 3rd Qualifying 
Round Replay
Nuneaton welcomed Burton Albion to 
Manor Park for a 3rd Qualifying Round 
FA Cup Replay.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Burton: Townsend; Hadfield and Neville; 
Aston, Weston and McAdam; Boulton, 
Duggins, McKaig, Russell and J. Barber.

Half-an-hour from the end Townsend, 
the visitors’ goalkeeper was taken 
to hospital with a suspected broken 
forearm, but by that time the Borough 
had clearly established themselves as 
much the better side.

Each member of the home side 
performed creditably. Hughes was 
responsible for breaking up many of the 
Albion attacks and he was admirably 
supported by Smith and Snowball.

Stan Smith lost the toss and Borough 
were set to defend the Cock and Bear 
end. A long throw-in by Aston had 
the Borough defence  in trouble and 
Whitcroft was forced to concede a 
corner, which Duggins headed wide.

Burton maintained the pressure for a 
spell and from a Barber corner Kernick 
headed clear. Hughes also cleared a 
dangerous looking situation. At the 
other end Whitcroft miskicked after 
receiving a Morrow free-kick.

The game was marred by several free-
kicks with both sides being at fault. 
There was little to choose between the 
two sides, although the Borough were 
packing more punch into their attacks.

After 18 minutes Nuneaton took the 
lead through Davies. The centre-
forward burst through the centre 

and as Townsend advanced towards 
him, he unleashed a hard drive into 
the untenanted net. Barber made a 
brilliant diving save from Duggins as 
Burton hit back.

Borough were having the better of the 
play and Davies was proving himself a 
constant source of trouble to centre-
half  Weston. After 31 minutes, Borough 
went further ahead, Wright took a 
right-wing corner, from which Catleugh 
crashed the ball into the net with 
Townsend helpless.

Albion launched a series of all-out 
attacks on the Borough goal, but the 
home defence held firm. Davies again 
burst through, but his shot was saved 
by Townsend. Morrow was causing 
the Burton defence many problems, 
but Albion were not out of the picture 
and Boulton beat Snowball and forced 
Barber into a good save.

Borough attacked immediately after 
the break. Townsend was forced to 
come out to prevent a Jessop free-kick 
reaching Borough’s waiting forwards 
and then mishandled a long shot from 
Jessop, but no-one was following up.

After 60 minutes, Borough deservedly 
increased their lead, when from a 
Jessop corner, Townsend punched 
the ball into his own net as he was 
challenged by Morrow.

Within a minute, however, Burton had 
reduced the deficit with a goal from 
McKaig, who netted from close range.

Davies outstripped all opposition 
and let loose a terrific drive, which 
Townsend saved brilliantly. The Albion 
goalkeeper was injured in a collision 
with the post and had to be helped 
from the field with a suspected broken 
forearm. McKaig deputised and did 
well to stop a Jessop piledriver.

A remarkable change came over the 
game as Borough eased up. Time and 
time again they were severely pressed.
Towards the end, however, Borough 
regained the initiative and Davies hit 
a post from close range. It was a well 
deserved victory for Borough.

Gresley Rovers — 4th Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Gresley Rovers to 
Manor Park for a 4th Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Gresley: Simnett; Tapping and Wood; Webb, 
Storer and Hallam; Green, Smith, Bayles, 
Brennan and Cadwallader.

This was no easy victory for the 
Borough lads and for long periods was 
anybody’s game Gresley’s performance 
must have astonished those Borough 
supporters who looked upon the tie as 
an easy passage to the Third Division 
clubs. Indeed, although the Borough’s 
second goal was important, it was not 
until the home side banged home a 
third that we could feel quite certain 
that Borough were “in the hat” .

As entertainment this was first-class 
fare. It contained some beautiful 
forward moves; some bulldozing by 
Davies and Wright; some hard and 
clean and some not-so-clean tackling; 
some clever goalkeeping. In fact 
something of almost everything.

Borough got their first goal almost on 
half-time. Davies literally bullocked his 
way up to goal, and during a terrific 
scramble the ball went loose to Wright, 
who had little difficulty in putting 
through.

A quarter-of-an-hour after half-
time Gresley drew level. An attack 
developed on their left wing. 
Cadwallader put across a perfect 
centre for Smith, standing near the 
far post, to head the ball well clear of 
Barber into the net.

Straight from the kick-off Morrow was 
sent away. The winger, unmarked, cut 
in and then delivered a fast low cross 
right in front of the Gresley goal for 
Catleugh to put through from close in.

Then 25 minutes after half-time a 
beautiful pass by Catleugh found 
Morrow unmarked. The little winger 
wasted no time in closing in and then 
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beat Simnett with a well-placed cross-
shot for his side’s third goal.

Nearing the end another astute home 
move ended in Catleugh being left 
with a clear course for goal. He moved 
in a few yards and his low shot found 
the goalkeeper at the opposite end of 
the net.

To sum up: This was another fine 
Borough performance, before a record 
home crowd for the season of 7,567, 
not one of whom could have gone 
away feeling that they had not had 
their money’s worth.

Watford — 1st Round Proper
Nuneaton welcomed Watford to Manor 
Park for the First Round Proper of the 
FA Cup.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

Watford: Underwood; Bewley and Jones; 
Kelly, Nolan and Mitchell; Cook, Wilson, 
Brown, Bowie and Paton.

This was the Borough lads’ finest hour. 
No team could have better earned 
the right to enter the second round of 
the FA Cup. For Watford, thoroughly 
representative of Third Division football, 
were fairly and squarely beaten by the 
“unknown” Borough – a team which 
proved itself better equipped in almost 
every phase of the game.

No-one who saw this cup thriller could 
possibly argue that the result was a 
triumph for brawn over science – that 
Borough wouldn’t let the league side 
play football. They certainly upset the 
book, but not by brawn. They played 
Watford at football and beat them, 
well and truly. The plain fact is that the 
better team, the better footballers won.

Few, if any, Third Leaguers could have 
lowered Borough’s colours on this 
display. Certainly not at Manor Park. 
For they played more like a League side 
than did Watford. They had a defence 
which tackled, kicked and covered 
superbly; which fought every inch of 
the way from first kick to last.

Whitcroft and Kernick controlled the 
middle of the park and left Watford 
little room for manoeuvre. Bowie put in 
a classic display of footwork, but was 
seldom able to put the ball into the 
open space, because Borough ensured 
there were none.

One of the surprising things about 
this game was the total subjection of 
Watford’s expensive leader, Brown. 
After a few early skirmishes he just 
faded away, and Tommy Hughes had a 
comparatively easy afternoon. On the 
other hand Watford’s centre-half Nolan 
never seemed likely to curb Davies.

Watford’s shooting was pathetic and 
they never looked like scoring and 
Barber was largely untroubled. He 
took all their shots with ease and 
confidence, which must have made 
Watford fans wonder why he was 
playing for a team they had never 
heard of.

The game was virtually won and lost 
in the last five minutes of the first-half. 
Up till then Borough had proved more 
than Watford’s equals and certainly 
looked the more likely to score.

In the 40th minute they struck their 
first blow. A neat Borough move had 
the Watford defence in a tangle. A 
low cross by Morrow reached Wright, 
standing right in front of the net. The 
inside-left failed properly to get hold of 
the ball and Underwood should 
 

 have saved, but in the excitement 
and probably worried by the close 
attendance of both Borough forwards 
and defending colleagues, he allowed 
the ball to escape his grasp and roll 
into the net.

Four minutes later came shock number 
two. A beautiful crossfield pass found 
Jessop in the open. He turned, cut 
inside and then drove hard towards the 
net. Before Underwood could reach the 
ball Wright got his head to it and the 
ball found the net with the goalkeeper 
running the wrong way.

The Watford goal nearly fell again in the 
next minute, defenders luckily finding 
themselves in the way of a barrage of 
shots. They could thank their lucky 
stars that none of these shots found 
the net.

For about twenty minutes in the 
second half, Watford had slightly 
the better of the exchanges but their 
finishing was woefully weak. Then 
at 78 minutes, Borough finished off 
their visitors. Another clever attack 
had the Watford defence reeling, and 
when Morrow squared the ball in front 
of goal, Jessop was there to slam it 
through.

This was a great display, in which 
every single man in the side pulled 
his weight. No praise is too high for 
the Borough lads. They rose to the 
occasion magnificently.

This was the goal 
that set Borough 
alight in their FA 
Cup match against 
Watford. Goalkeeper 
Underwood, on his 
hands and knees, 
watches Wright’s 
shot enter the net 
to give Borough 
their first goal five 
minutes before half-
time.

Photo: Nuneaton 
Observer
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Queen’s Park Rangers — 2nd 
Round Proper
Nuneaton travelled to Shepherd’s Bush 
to take on Queen’s Park Rangers in the 
2nd Round Proper of the FA Cup.
Queen’s Park: Brown; Woods and Ingham; 
Nicholls, Clayton and Angell; Tomkys, 
Cameron, Petchey, Hurrell and Shepherd.

Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Jessop.

An opportunist goal three minutes 
from the end of this second round FA 
Cup game in London, saved Queen’s 
Park Rangers from defeat. Unlike the 
Watford game, which sparkled with 
good football, this encounter was a 
rugged, do-or-die affair in which no 
quarter was asked or given by either 
side; a hard-tackling, hard-hitting affair 
which had the 18,000 crowd roaring 
with excitement from first kick to last.

It was a close call for the Third Division 
side and another courageous display 
– another “they shall not pass” effort 
by their non-League opponents. It 
was bitter disappointment to Borough 
that they should have been deprived 
of victory in the dying minutes of the 
game when only the keenest of eyes 
could follow the while ball in the late 
December murkiness.

It may have been that had Borough not 
had to play with ten men and a cripple 
for 60 of the 90 minutes following 
Jessop’s injury, that the might have 
finished their opponents off there and 
then. It was a big enough handicap 
even with eleven sound men to be 
called upon to tackle a Third Division 
side on its own ground.

This was no football classic. Only 
occasionally did either side reveal the 
true arts and crafts of the game. Rather 
it was an encounter in which man met 
man and pulled no punches – a trial of 
strength as opposed to a test of wits. It 
was a case of every man for himself – 
and no flinching.

Queens Park attacked from the start 
and it was the splendid anticipation 

and safe handling of Arthur Barber that 
stood his side in such good stead. In 
the very first minute, from a right-wing 
cross, centre-forward Petchey found 
himself in an unmarked position in 
front of goal and flashed in a hard drive 
which the ‘keeper pushed over the bar 
with characteristic coolness.

For the next quarter of an hour it was 
Barber versus the Rangers’ forwards. 
He was given all sorts of ticklish 
situations with which to deal. But he 
proved more than equal to all the 
demands made on him.

Slowly but surely Barber’s colleagues 
began to respond to to his example 
and slowly, but surely, the game began 
to even up.

Borough started to hit back, and it was 
not long before the home crowd began 
to realise that there were two teams in 
this game. Urged on by their 6,000 or 
more followers, they gave as much as 
they received; in fact, they looked 
more likely to score at times, than the 
home team.

Indeed, the home team had one 
remarkable escape 15 minutes before 
half-time. From the second of two 
consecutive corner kicks, Geoff Wright 
swung round and hit the ball while 
it was still in the air. The shot, a real 
sizzler, had Brown beaten to a frazzle. 
Fortunately for Rangers, right-back 
Woods was at the opposite end of the 
goal and saved what would have been 
a certain goal by heading off the line.

A difference in styles became 
noticeable after the change of ends. 
While the Rangers progressed with 
short, snappy passes which seldom 
seemed greately to worry the visitors’ 
hard-tackling, fearless defence, 
Borough, doubtless because there 
was little point in trying to bring the 
injured Jessop into the game, relied 
on long passes up the middle with an 
occasional switch to the right flank.

It was a long, low ball down the middle 
which brought Borough their goal 
at 62 minutes. Coming out of a ruck 

of defenders with the ball, Snowball 
moved upfield and then hit a low 
ball hard up the middle to Davies. 
The centre-forward evaded a Clayton 
tackle, ran straight on and, as Brown 
came out of goal to meet him, drove 
the ball low in to the net just inside the 
right-hand post.

Borough might have settled the issue 
with a second goal in the very next 
minute. Another long ball inside 
left back Ingham sent Morrow clean 
through with only Brown to beat. The 
goalkeeper, wisely came out to narrow 
the angle. Morrow hestitated, not 
knowing whether to try a shot or pass 
to Davies who was following up – and 
had the ball swept away from him for a 
corner by a defender who crossed over 
quickly.

In another exciting moment it was 
touch and go for the Rangers when 
another long, low ball through the 
middle produced a race between 
the goalkeeper and Wright. They got 
to the ball simultaneously and the 
goalkeeper very nearly allowed the ball 
to pass between his legs, as the ball 
ricocheted off each leg in turn before 
the goalkeeper could grasp it.

And so Borough held on to their 
precious 1-0 lead until three minutes 
from the end when the Rangers had 
a throw-in about 15 yards inside 
Borough’s half. The ball went back to 
left-half Angell who, without hesitation, 
lifted it high across the goalmouth. It 
went to outside-right Tomkys, who 
jumped up and headed towards the 
far end of the net. The ball struck the 
inside of the post and ran into the 
net. Thus, better late than never, the 
Rangers saved the game.

It was a great pity that Borough should, 
to all intents and purposes, have lost 
the services of Jessop after only half-
an-hour’s play. It put the visitors’ attack 
out of gear, though never stopping it. 
But for that, it could have been that a 
replay would have been unnecessary. 
Altogether it was another gallant, 
fighting display by the Borough.
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Queen’s Park Rangers — 2nd 
Round Proper Replay
Nuneaton welcomed Queen’s Park 
Rangers to Manor Park for a 2nd Round 
Proper FA Cup replay.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; Morrow, 
Catleugh, Davies, Wright and Perry.

QPR: Brown; Woods and Ingham; Nicholas, 
Taylor and Angell; Tomkys, Cameron, 
Petchey, Hurrell and Shepherd.

Queen’s Park Rangers won the right to 
entertain Port Vale in the third round of 
the FA Cup in the replayed tie at Manor 
Park yesterday afternoon, but it was the 
Borough who took all the honours. Even the 
Rangers’ most ardent supporters would not 
deny that.

If ever a team can have a glorious cup exit, 
then this was it. Right from the start, the 
Borough side performed heroically. They 
defended tenaciously, attacked spiritedly, 
and often served up a brand of football that 
was on a par with their exalted rivals.

Borough’s defeat came about for two 
reasons: (1) All that luck that was going 
went the Rangers’ way; (2) Some splendid 
saves by the visitors’ goalkeeper, Brown, 
who time and time again, especially in the 
second half, held his charge intact when 
goals seemed imminent.

Fault could not be found with any player in 
the Nuneaton defence, although the two 
full-backs were sometimes beaten for speed 
by two extremely fast wingers. It was all to 
their credit that they were able to recover 
before the situation became too dangerous.

Morrow and Catleugh, hard as they tried, 
were below their normal form, while Perry 
never adequately filled the vacancy created 
by Jessop’s injury. Davies was the best of 
the forwards, leading the attack with vigour 
and purpose.

There were terrific cheers from the crowd 
as Mrs Plant, the Borough mascot, dressed 
in the team’s colours of red and white 
went round the ground with the Rangers’ 
mascot, who was also suitably attired.

Once again the railings at the back of the 
goal crashed to the ground under the 
pressure of the crowd; taking with them 
a score or so of enthusiastic Borough 
schoolboys. The excitement was intense.

After a long absence, Perry returned to the 
Borough side on the left wing, deputising 

for the injured Jessop. The Rangers were 
strengthened by the return of their captain 
and centre-half, Jim Taylor, who missed 
Saturday’s game through tonsilitis.

If there were loud cheers for the Rangers’ 
team as they took the field, these were 
nothing compared with the terrific ovation 
the Borough players received as they came 
out led by captain Stan Smith.

Smith lost the toss and Borough were set 
to attack the Cock and Bear end. Right 
from the start Borough attacked down 
the middle, a well worked movement by 
Davies and Wright ending when the latter 
was brought down heavily just outside the 
penalty area. Hughes shot hard from the 
free-kick, but Brown saved well.

It was all Nuneaton and they forced two 
quick corners on the left; both taken by 
Wright. From the second, Angell kicked 
off the line with the visitors’ keeper out of 
position.

But Rangers were dangerous in breakaways 
and Barber had to save from Shepherd, who 
was proving a tricky winger. Then, Petchey 
miskicked with the goal at his mercy.

The Borough came back fighting and Davies 
headed wide from a Kernick centre. 

It was still all Borough who took up the 
attack and Davies once forced himself 
through but was dispossessed right at the 
last moment. Borough had been the better 
side in the first 15 minutes.

QPR hit back and Barber was called into 
action, making a full-length save from a 
Petchey piledriver. The Borough defence 
were sticking to their guns in tremendous 
fashion, being far from overawed by the 
polished footwork supplied at times by the 
Rangers’ attack.

When Whitcroft fired hard into the side net 
from a pass by Wright, the crowd went crazy 
in excitement. It looked so much like a goal 
that they could be excused for their mistake.

Two minutes before the interval, Nuneaton 
hearts sank when Petchey gave the visitors 
the lead with a hard left-footed shot which 
gave Barber no chance.

But if supporters’ hearts sank, the 
Nuneaton players were not dismayed and 
Perry tested Brown. The ball was forced 
away with difficulty.

Cameron had a chance for QPR in the first 
minute after the interval but he shot wide 
when well placed. Then Barber dropped a 

high centre from the right, but recovered in 
time of clear a dangerous-looking situation.

Borough forced a corner and after a 
scramble in the visitors goalmouth the ball 
was cleared. In the next minute, Barber was 
again called to action but he did everything 
expected of him.

Playing with much more confidence than 
they had done in the first-half, the Rangers 
gained the ascendancy for a time and the 
Borough defenders had to put in a spell of 
overtime to keep them at bay.

A Whitcroft special was luckily deflected 
by a defender in one Nuneaton attack, but 
generally speaking the Borough attack was 
not moving with such rhythm and cohesion 
as it was in the first half. Davies, who had 
been putting plenty of spirit in his play, was 
injured but resumed after attention.

After 62 minutes QPR went further ahead 
through Shepherd. The work for the goal 
was done by Petchey, who burst through 
from the half-way line before passing to 
Shepherd, who netted with a left-footed 
shot. Petchey had found himself unmarked 
for the first time in the game, as Hughes 
had gone up for a fruitless corner.

The goal only spurred Borough on to 
greater action and the Rangers’ goal was 
subjected to a terrific bombardment. How 
they survived no-one knows. Brown was 
forced to make many fine saves, and in one 
instance, a shot by Perry seemed well over 
the goal-line. Then a centre from Catleugh 
sailed across the area with no-one there to 
supply the finishing touch.

Davies fired in another hard shot and 
Kernick did similarly, but Brown was equal 
to everything that came his way.

Petchey was laid out by Smith ten minutes 
from the end and it took some time to bring 
him round. As soon as he did, he surprised 
the Borough with a quick left-footed shot 
which hit a post with Barber beaten.

With eight minutes to go Morrow put 
Nuneaton back in the game with a goal 
after receiving from the left. He shot into 
the net from the centre-forward position, 
the ball going to the left of the keeper.

Borough, inspired by the goal, could not get 
near enough again to do more damage. In 
fact, it was the Rangers turn to get the ball 
into the net, but the goal was disallowed 
for offside. In the closing minutes Rangers 
were content to kick anywhere to keep their 
lead intact.
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Birmingham League: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1953-54   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.22 Aston Villa “A” H L 3-0 Davies 2, Wright
08.24 Brush Sports H L 1-0 Meredith
08.29 Brierley Hill Alliance H L 3-3 Morrow 2, Jessop 3166
08.31 Brush Sports A L 1-1 Davies
09.03 Bedworth Town   H ROC F 0-0 joint holders
09.05 Worcester City Res H L 2-0 Davies, Evans
09.07 Shrewsbury Town Res H L 4-3 Wright 2, Jessop, Morrow
09.12 Wellington Town Res A L 1-1 Cooper
09.14 Halesowen Town H BSC 1 7-2 Perry 3, Morrow 2, Cooper, Davies c2000
09.19 Brierley Hill Alliance A L 0-2
09.21 Whitwick Colliery A L 5-0 Davies 2, Catleugh, Morrow, Wright
09.26 Lockheed H FAC 1Q 1-0 Perry 4000
09.28 Whitwick Colliery H L 6-0 Davies 3, Perry, Morrow, Kernick
10.03 Hednesford Town H BSC2 0-0
10.10 Rugby Town A FAC2Q 2-1 Davies, Morrow
10.17 Bloxwich Strollers H L 10-0 Catleugh 3, Wright 2, Jessop 2, Whitcroft 2, Morrow
10.24 Burton Albion A FAC3Q 1-1 Jessop 7579
10.29 Burton Albion H FAC3Qr  3-1 Davies, Catleugh, Jessop
10.31  Shrewsbury Town Res A L 6-0 Davies 3, Morrow 2, Wright
11.05 Hednesford Town A BSC 2 2-5 Laybourne 2
11.07 Gresley Rovers H FAC4Q 4-1 Catleugh 2, Wright,Morrow 7567
11.14 Hereford United Res A L 3-3 Wright 2, Catleugh
11.21 Watford H FAC1 3-0 Wright 2, Jessop 12665
11.28 Lye Town H L 4-1 Jessop, Davies, Morrow, Kernick  3777
12.05 Cradley Heath A L 6-3 Davies 3, Whitcroft, Wright, o.g.
12.12 Q.P.R. A FAC2 1-1 Davies 18364
12.17 Q.P.R. H FAC2r 1-2 Morrow 13073
12.19 Boldmere St.Michaels H L 6-1 Davies 3, Wright, Morrow, Perry 2192 
12.25 Hednesford Town H L 6-1 Wright 2, Whitcroft, Davies, Perry, Kernick 3362
12.26 Burton Albion H L 1-1 Davies 4854
01.06 Coventry City  A F 0-4  4094
01.09 Kidderminster Harriers H L 1-4 Catleugh
01.16 Lye Town A L 1-1 Morrow
01.23 Wellington Town Res H L 3-1 Phillips, Catleugh, o.g.
01.30 Redditch A L 0-2
02.06 Dudley Town A L 4-1 Morrow 2, Catleugh, Perry
02.13 Bloxwich Strollers A L 3-0 Morrow, Catleugh, Wright 
02.20 Aston Villa “A” A* L 6-0 Perry 2, Phillips 2, Catleugh, Morrow 2236
02.27 Halesowen Town H L 3-0 Catleugh, Phillips, Perry
03.06 Boldmere St.Michaels A L 2-1 Phillips, Kernick
03.13 Dudley Town H L 2-0 Phillips, Catleugh 2106
03.20 Stourbridge H L 3-0 Catleugh, Wright, Phillips
03.22 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 3-2 Catleugh 2, Phillips
03.25 Walsall Res H L 3-0 Phillips, Kernick, Jessop 1916
03.27 Oswestry Town A L 1-1 Phillips
03.29 Stourbridge A L 1-3 Jessop
04.03 Wolves “A” H L 0-1
04.05 Kidderminster Harriers A L 1-2 Kernick
04.08 Walsall Res A L 2-1 Phillips, Finch
04.10 Worcester City Res A L 6-1 Phillips 4, Catleugh 2
04.13 Redditch H L 1-2 Phillips
04.16 Burton Albion A L 1-2 Wright 5407
04.17 Wolves “A” A L 2-3 Catleugh, Phillips
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04.19 Hednesford Town A L 1-4 Phillips 
04.20 Hereford United Res H L 2-1 Phillips 2
04.24 Cradley Heath H L 6-0 Phillips 3, Morrow 2, Catleugh
04.26 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 0-4
04.29 Oswestry Town   H L 1-0 Wright
05.01 Halesowen Town A L 2-2 Perry, Phillips

* at Manor Park
KEY:  L = Birmingham League,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup
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